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I. Committee Background 
   
 The United Nations High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development 

(HLPF) is a specialized subsidiary committee of the United Nations General Assembly 

and the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). It was established on 

July 9th, 2013 and is responsible for the United Nations (UN) policy on sustainable 

development. Furthermore, it is directly linked to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development, also known as the Sustainable Development Goals, which are a set of 

targets established to “end poverty, protect the planet and improve the lives and 

prospects of everyone, everywhere” (Sustainable Development Agenda, UN, 2019). 

The committee meets annually under the guidance of ECOSOC, and every four years 

with the General Assembly. The HLPF primarily evaluates the progress of the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development, adopts intergovernmental political declarations 

and serves as a platform for partnerships between governments and non-governmental 

organizations (Sustainable Development, UN, 2019).  

II. Topic Information  

A. History of the Topic 

 The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) were created at the 2012 United 

Nations Sustainable Development Conference in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The goal was to 



create a collection of common priorities that address severe global, political, and 

economic problems plaguing the world (UNDP, 2020). The SDGs are a replacement for 

the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) which launched a global campaign to 

tackle poverty in 2000.   SDG number 12 focuses on “Responsible Consumption and 

Production” with its goal to “ensure sustainable consumption and production 

patterns.” According to the UN’s platform dedicated to the SDGs, “worldwide 

consumption and production — a driving force of the global economy — rest on the 

use of the natural environment and resources in a way that continues to have 

destructive impacts on the planet.” All of the world’s economic and social progress 

over the last 100 years has been achieved at the expense of the environment. This has 

placed the future of the planet at risk for future generations (Goal 12, UN, 2021).  

 Achieving SDG number 12 has become a global priority due to the fact that the 

global population continues to grow each year. The UN predicts that the world’s 

population could grow to around 8.5 billion people in 2030 and 9.7 billion people in 

2050. That means that resources will be pushed to their limits. In fact, scientists have 

stated that if changes are not made by 2030, humanity would need the “equivalent of 

almost three planets to provide the natural resources needed to sustain current 

lifestyles” (Goal 12, UN, 2021). Many of the world’s current practices are wasteful. For 

instance, around one-third of all food produced, which is equivalent to 1.3 billion 

tonnes, is discarded due to wasteful purchasing habits, and poor transportation and 

harvesting practices (Why It Matters, UN, 2020). The resources used to mass-produce 

food are damaging the environment. According to Greener Kirkcaldy, “roughly one-

quarter of man-made greenhouse gas emissions are created by food waste, and if food 

waste was a country, it would be ranked third after the USA and China in terms of 

greenhouse gas production.” Moreover, when sent to a landfill, food waste produces 



methane which contributes to global warming and climate change. Also, significant 

amounts of water are used to grow food. The agricultural sector accounts for 70 

percent of the water used throughout the world, greatly limiting supplies for drinking 

and other essential uses (Greener Kirkcaldy, 2021). 

 In order to achieve SDG number 12, the UN has indicated several targets that 

countries are encouraged to work on. Some of these targets include: 

• “12.2 By 2030, achieve the sustainable management and efficient use of natural 

resources. 

• 12.3 By 2030, halve per capita global food waste at the retail and consumer 

levels and reduce food losses along production and supply chains, including 

post-harvest losses. 

• 12.6 Encourage companies, especially large and transnational companies, to 

adopt sustainable practices and to integrate sustainability information into their 

reporting cycle. 

• 12.C Rationalize inefficient fossil-fuel subsidies that encourage wasteful 

consumption by removing market distortions, in accordance with national 

circumstances, including by restructuring taxation and phasing out those harmful 

subsidies, where they exist, to reflect their environmental impacts, taking fully 

into account the specific needs and conditions of developing countries and 

minimizing the possible adverse impacts on their development in a manner that 



protects the poor and the affected communities” (Goal 12, UN, 2021). 

B. Current Issues  

Brazil: The South American country Brazil is the biggest nation in Latin America, being 

8.5 trillion meters, and having a population of 211 million people. With such a large 

population, Brazil deals with a lot of poverty and hunger. During the COVID-19 

pandemic in 2020, over 30 million Brazilians were thrown into extreme poverty (Borgen 

Magazine, 2020), yet around 40,000 tonnes of food goes in the trash every single day 

in Brazil, an amount that if used, would feed around 19 million people. Agricultural 

research shows that nearly 50 percent of food waste in Brazil occurs in factories, during 

transportation or processing, with only 10 percent of wasted food being thrown away in 

consumer’s homes (Food Waste, EMBRAPA, 2020). Leading factors for Brazil’s yearly 14 

million tonnes of food waste are produce spoiling in markets before being sold and 

long roads with long trajectories of shipping vehicles (Definitional Framework of Food 

Loss, FAO, 2014). With the millions of hungry Brazilians and tonnes of food wasted, the 

Brazilian government has tried to improve their country’s mismanagement of food and 

wasteful habits through multiple legislation, such as with “Law No. 14,016 / 20”, which 

aims to promote the donation of food to impoverished communities (iN, 2020).  

South Korea: South Korea is a country that managed to experience a lot of 

industrialization in recent years. After the Second World War, a lot of cities were 

urbanized, and now nearly 82 percent of the Korean population live in urban areas. As 

a result of this, South Korea is the fifth-largest user of nuclear power, 70 percent of 

South Korea’s nuclear power is currently being stored in storage pools around the 

country, around 9,000 tonnes of nuclear waste. Due to South Korea’s unclean 



production and use of power plants with coal and nuclear energy, the country has 

incredibly unclean air and has recently had agricultural problems with the amount of 

water that has been polluted (Smith, AZO CleanTech, 2015). Water and air pollution 

result in a lack of water for crops and in many citizens having to live their lives using 

face masks due to the health risks of unclean air. Despite not leading by example, 

South Korea has created many policies to increase their country’s climate crisis, such as 

their US$18 billion Four River project, which aims to increase South Korea’s water 

quality (WaterWorld, 2013).  

United Kingdom: The United Kingdom (UK), located in northern-western Europe, is 

the country that undoubtedly is responsible for the industrial revolution in the 18th 

century. Today, the UK is faced with many issues in its sustainability. In 2016, 9.5 trillion 

tonnes of freshwater was extracted from rivers, lakes and reservoirs all across the 

United Kingdom (Frost, Acre, 2018). According to the World Economic Forum, every 

single day approximately 3 billion tonnes of water is lost through leakages in the 

country (Taylor, WEF, 2019). The amount of water that the UK as a country wastes 

unsustainably is too much, 3 billion tonnes of water is used on average by about 20 

million people. The fact of the matter is that if the United Kingdom’s wasteful water 

habits continue, due to population growth, in 2050 many parts of the country will see 

huge water scarcities and the water demand that will not be met. Despite the 

continued waste, the UK government has made multiple efforts to conserve water, such 

as their 2012 river-conservation campaign, Love Your River (Waterwise, 2014).  



C. UN Action 

 The United Nations has had multiple attempts at improving the consumption 

and production of energy, plastic and food resources in many countries. Its 2018 

campaign “Act Now” aimed to motivate young people around the world to change 

their habits, such as posting about their energy consumption, their actions against 

climate change and raising awareness about the importance of preserving food and 

not wasting it (About Act Now, UN, 2021). The United Nations has also acted in recent 

years in response to the world’s growing carbon footprint by creating the “UN Climate 

Neutral Strategy” in 2007, which aims to monitor and reduce the greenhouse gas 

emissions of UN system organizations, and participate in global efforts to reduce global 

nations’ greenhouse emissions (UN and Sustainability, UN, 2020). Not only has the UN 

mounted awareness campaigns to promote responsible consumption and production, 

but they have also helped those without access to water drink it, recognizing water as a 

human right in the 2010 UN General Assembly and helping around 1.3 billion people 

around the world drink water with UN’s “Water for Life international decade for action” 

campaign from 2005 to 2015 (UN Water, 2021).  

III. Essential Questions  

1. What is sustainable development? 

2. What are the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)? 

3. What is the aim of SDG number 12? 

4. Has your country made progress towards SDG number 12? If so, in which ways? 



5. Has your nation enacted any laws or regulations which aim at limiting the waste of 

natural resources? If so, which ones? 

6. Has your delegation participated in any of the United Nations campaigns and 

initiatives to promote responsible consumption and production? If so, which ones? 
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