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I. Committee Background 

 The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) was established on December 

11th, 1946 by the General Assembly (GA). It was created to improve and develop the 

rights of children around the world. The committee consists of 36 members who are 

elected every three years by the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). UNICEF 

operates in 192 countries and territories. It does this through its 150 country offices, 34 

country-specific committees and 7 regional offices. Its headquarters are based in New 

York City. The current director of the committee is Henrietta Holsman Fore and she 

began serving her term on January 1st, 2018. UNICEF is credited with the creation of 

the Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1989 and the fundraising of millions of 

dollars in support of health and educational programs for children around the world 

(Brown, The Guardian, 2015). Moreover, in 1965, the committee was recognized for its 

efforts with the Nobel Peace Prize (About, UNICEF, 2020). Currently, UNICEF is focused 

on achieving the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), with a special focus on 

Goals 1 to 4 which aim to eliminate poverty and hunger, as well as provide children 

with quality education (SDGs, UNICEF, 2020). 

 

II. Topic Information  
  
A) History of the Topic 

 The Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) was established on 



November 30th, 1989. It is an international agreement which sets out the “civil, 

political, economic, social and cultural rights of every child, regardless of their race, 

religion or abilities.” It includes rights such as: life, survival and development, 

protection from violence, education, to express opinions and to be listened to. 

According to the United Nations, a child is any human being under the age of 

eighteen. The UNCRC has been signed and ratified by 196 countries. The convention 

is legally binding, which means that all signatories are bound by international law to 

ensure that it is implemented (Save the Children, 2020). Implementation is monitored 

by the Committee on the Rights of the Child and several non-governmental 

organizations (NGOs). Each year, the Committee on the Rights of the Child submits a 

progress report to the General Assembly. Also, periodically, member countries are 

examined and evaluated by committee inspectors (Humanium, 2020).  

 Since its creation, the General Assembly has added three optional protocols to 

the UNCRC. The first, the Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed 

Conflict, was adopted in 2000 (11. b Optional, UN Treaty Collection, 2020). It obligates 

countries to ensure that children under the age of 18 are not recruited into armed 

groups such as militias, national military forces and/or terrorist organizations (11. c 

Optional, UN Treaty Collection, 2020). The other, the Optional Protocol on the Sale of 

Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography, requires member countries to 

prohibit the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. It was also 

added in 2000. The third, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the 

Child on a Communications Procedure, was added in 2011 and allows children, or their 

representatives, to file human rights complaints against the UNCRC’s member states 

(11. d Optional, UN Treaty Collection, 2020).   



 According to the Crawford School of Public Policy, the UNCRC has been “hugely 

influential with governments, international agencies and non-government organizations 

that have moved...to incorporate the language of rights into their organizational 

vocabularies and policies.” The UNCRC has changed how governments perceive 

children and prioritized them within the UN’s global development agenda. For 

example, a child’s right to receive a quality education is explicitly included in goal 

number four of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Moreover, it has increased 

action on ending the exploitation and abuse of children. Almost all countries around 

the world have passed legislation that addresses child labour, trafficking and slavery. 

While much has been achieved, the organization ChildFund has pointed out that there 

has been an over-emphasis on the rights related to education. So much so that the 

others have been underpromoted, undersupported and altogether ignored in some 

countries (Bessell and Spence, Development Policy Centre, 2014). Moreover, academic 

Ann Quennerstedt from Örebro University has stated that there is a “tendency of the 

convention towards a liberal and Western bias” which alienates countries, religions and 

cultures outside of North America and Europe. In her research, Quennerstedt also 

criticized the document for not explicitly addressing child marriage, which many 

scholars view as a form of slavery (Quennerstedt, Nordic Journal of Human Rights, 

2018). It is also significant to point out that the Committee on the Rights of the Child 

has been unable to enforce compliance with the convention. Countries that have 

violated the UNCRC’s contents have not been held accountable or faced legal 

repercussions (Humanium, 2020).  

B) Current Issues  

Iran: Iran signed the UNCRC in 1991 and ratified it in 1994. It has also joined the 

Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict and the Optional 

Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography. The 



country has pledged to follow all parts of the convention except if it “becomes 

incompatible with domestic laws and Islamic standards at any time or in any case” (11. 

Convention, UN Treaty Collection, 2020). Iran has taken steps to adapt its legal system 

in order to protect children. In the Committee on the Rights of the Child annual report 

on Iran, the nation was criticized for its use of capital punishment for juvenile offenders. 

In 2012, it changed the law to align itself with the UNCRC. Now, by law, a child is 

anyone under the age of 18 (Sepehri Far, HRW, 2017).  

Israel: Israel joined the convention in 1992. The country has been heavily criticized by 

the Committee on the Rights of the Child for its handling of children living in the 

Palestinian territoriies of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. Under Israeli law, a child is 

a person under the age of eighteen. However, in the Palestinian territories, Israel says 

that it is 16 years old. According to reports published by the Committee on the Rights 

of the Child, Israel frequently imprisons children, separates them from their families and 

questions them without legal representation (Kashti, Hararetz, 2010). All of these 

actions are prohibited according to the UNCRC. While the country’s infractions have 

been published and publicized by the United Nations, very little action has been taken 

to hold Israel accountable to upholding the convention (Universiteit Utrecht, 2017).  

Saudi Arabia: Saudi Arabia ratified the UNCRC in 1996. The country agrees with the 

majority of the convention but has some “reservations with respect to articles that are 

in conflict with the provisions of Islamic law” (11. Convention, UN Treaty Collection, 

2020). Saudi Arabia has been criticized by the Committee on the Rights of the Child 

for its use of the death penalty as a punishment for juvenile offenders. In 2005, the 

committee wrote that it was "deeply alarmed" by the fact that the country did not 

have a definitive age that states at which age a child is considered an adult according 

to the law. This means that children are judged at various ages as an adult. This policy 

has been described as "a serious violation of fundamental rights" by the United 



Nations (UN Committee, OHCHR, 2016).  

United Kingdom: The United Kingdom (UK) joined the UNCRC on December 16th, 

1991 (UN Treaty Collection, 2020). The country submitted its first report to the 

Committee on the Rights of the Child in 1995. Since then, the committee has raised 

concerns about the treatment of children within the country. For example, the low age 

of criminal responsibility and the welfare of children in custody. There has also been an 

increase in the number of children from Africa and Asia illegally smuggled into the 

country to be used as domestic and sex slaves (Bokhari and Kelly, Child Slavery Now, 

2010). Laws have been put in place by the UK to protect children, however, 

understaffed and underfunded counsels and welfare workers have meant that situations 

that are dangerous to children have not been adequately addressed. The UK has 

rejected the findings of the committee and has not implemented its recommendations 

(BBC News, 2008) 

United States: The United States (US) is not a member of the UNCRC. In fact, it is the 

only member of the United Nations that does not belong to it. In 1995, the country’s 

ambassador to the United Nations signed the convention, however, it has not been 

presented to the US Senate for ratification (United States, HRW, 2009). The US has not 

ratified the convention due to a variety of reasons such as concerns involving the 

subversion of parental authority and national sovereignty. However, the country has 

signed and ratified the Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed 

Conflict and the Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child 

Pornography (Attiah, The Washington Post, 2014). 

C) UN Action 

 In 2019, the UN celebrated the 30th anniversary of the Convention on the 



Child through a series of special events. These included a commemorative conference, 

a high-level mainstreaming panel and an exhibition. The main theme of these events 

was the reaffirming and strengthening of the UNCRC. For example, panelists discussed 

the challenges the convention has faced and what could be done to ensure its success 

in the future. The UN also encouraged member states to renew their commitment to 

the convention by “pledging to take one specific and measurable action for the 

promotion, protection and realization of the rights of the child.” Moreover, all member 

states were asked to submit information to the UN on “their commitments with respect 

to children’s rights, as well as national initiatives” (Celebrating, OHCHR, 2019). 

III. Essential Questions 

1. What is the Convention on the Rights of the Child? 

2. Is your country a member of the Convention on the Rights of the Child? If so, when 

did it join? 

3. Has your country signed and ratified the UNCRC’s optional protocols? If so, which 

ones? 

4. Has your country violated any articles of the UNCRC? If so, which ones? Were any 

actions taken in order to resolve the situation?  

5. How is compliance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child monitored? If a 

country does not abide by it, what are the consequences? 

6. Does your delegation have any specific laws which protect the rights of children? If 

so, which ones? 

7. How are children’s rights incorporated into the Sustainable Development Goals? 



IV.  Quorum 

• Afghanistan 

• Brazil 

• Canada 

• China 

• Egypt 

• France 

• Germany 

• India 

• Iran 

• Israel 

• Japan 

• Kenya 

• Malaysia 

• Mexico 

• Nigeria 

• Pakistan 

• Russia 

• Saudi Arabia 

• South Africa 

• South Korea 

• Syria 

• Turkey 

• United Arab Emirates 

• United Kingdom 

• United States 
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