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I. Crisis Committee  

a) What is a crisis committee? 

 A crisis committee differs greatly from traditional Model United Nations 

committees; they follow different protocol and participants have no previous 

knowledge of the topics being discussed. Typically, a crisis committee consists of 25 

participants and is led by three Chairs who are responsible for monitoring the flow of 

the debate.  

 Unlike traditional committees, crisis committees are affected by real-time 

decisions and events that take place in the outside world. While in session, the debate 

may be interrupted by breaking news bulletins, special guests or the introduction of 

new evidence. Participants must be able to utilize their critical thinking, leadership and 

speaking skills because a decision made during one session could alter the course of 

the debate and create new problems.  

 During ISRMUN, participants in crisis committees are referred to as 

representatives. These participants represent their nation and take into consideration 

the country’s culture, economy, religion and foreign policy. 

 A crisis committee is divided into two types of sessions: moderated and 

unmoderated. Crisis topics are introduced and built upon during the moderated   

caucus. Representatives have the opportunity to view and question evidence and 



resources during this time. This part of the committee is moderated by the Chair and 

representatives must raise their placards to speak. Proposals to solve a crisis are 

negotiated during the unmoderated caucus. This section of the debate is timed but 

allows representatives to speak freely amongst themselves to reach a consensus.  

b) How does a crisis committee work? 

 A crisis committee is divided into two types of sessions: moderated and 

unmoderated. Crisis topics are introduced and built upon during the moderated                  

caucus. Representatives have the opportunity to view and question evidence and 

resources during this time. This part of the committee is moderated by the Chair and 

representatives must raise their placards to speak. Proposals to solve a crisis are 

negotiated during the unmoderated caucus. This section of the debate is timed but 

allows representatives to speak freely amongst themselves to reach a consensus.  

II. History of the African Union 

a) What is the African Union? 

 The African Union (AU) is a regional organization that was established on May 

26th, 2001 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The AU consists of 54 African countries and eight 

non-African observer nations. The AU was created with the purpose of replacing the 

Organisation of African Unity (OAU) (African Union, 2016). The aim of the union is to 

maintain peace and security across the African continent through conflict prevention, 

mediation and peacekeeping (United Nations, 2016).  



 Since its creation, the AU has been involved in several peacekeeping missions. 

Its first mission was in May 2003 when peacekeepers from South Africa, Ethiopia and 

Mozambique were sent to Burundi to end months of political unrest. The following 

year, AU troops were deployed to the Darfur region of Sudan and have since replaced 

the United Nations peacekeeping mission, which ended in 2007. The AU’s largest 

military intervention has been in Somalia, where it has been struggling to combat 

heavily armed militias and the terrorist group, Al-Shabaab (Reuters, 2010).  

b) The African Union’s relationship with the United Nations  

 The United Nations has been working closely with the African Union since 2002. 

Following the 2005 World Summit, the UN published the Addis Ababa Declaration, 

which outlined the need for the UN to work closely with the AU on “conflict prevention, 

mediation and good offices, peacekeeping and peacebuilding” (UNDPA, 2016). In 

2010, the United Nations Office to the African Union (UNOAU) was established in order 

to strengthen the capacity of the AU and meet its needs with a focus on peacekeeping 

and electoral monitoring (UNOAU, 2017).  

c) The African Union’s current issues 

 In January 2015, the African Union adopted a set of goals or guidelines in 

order to achieve a “peaceful, prosperous and integrated Africa.” By the end of 2063, 

the AU is planning to have resolved or further aided in security, political affairs, human 

rights, science and technology, social affairs, trade and industry, agriculture, economic 

affairs, legal affairs, women and gender issues and development across the continent 

(OSAA, 2016). However, the AU is currently facing several difficulties in implementing 



  

these guidelines. These difficulties include terrorism, religious conflict, electoral 

corruption, disease and foreign political interference. In 2019, the organization 

announced its eight main priorities for the coming decade. These include advancing 

institutional and financial reforms within the AU Member States, minimize violent 

responses to citizen demonstrations, encourage grassroots peace processes, adopt 

new approaches to mediation between conflicting groups and ending election 

manipulation (Malley, Crisis Group, 2019). 

III. Quorum 

• Algeria 

• Angola 

• Botswana 

• Burundi 

• Cameroon 

• Central African Republic 

• Chad 

• Egypt 

• Ethiopia 

• The Gambia 

• Ivory Coast 

• Kenya 

• Liberia 

• Libya 

• Madagascar 

• Malawi 



• Mali 

• Morocco 

• Mozambique 

• Nigeria 

• Rwanda 

• Senegal 

• Sierra Leone 

• South Africa 

• Zimbabwe 

IV. Topics of Interest 

 Formal position papers are not required of crisis committee participants. 

However, in order to prepare for the simulation, representatives are encouraged to 

research the following topics: 

• South Sudanese Civil War 

• Rebel groups in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

• Persecution of Coptic Christians 

• Terrorism in Burkina Faso 

• Malawian food crisis 

V. Resources 
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Web. 18 Dec. 2016. <http://www.un.org/en/africa/osaa/peace/agenda2063.shtml>.  
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