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I. Committee Background 

 The United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) was established 

on June 21st of 1946 in Beijing by the Economic Social Council (ECOSOC). The 

committee was mainly created to evaluate the progress of the UN members working 

towards achieving gender equality and women’s empowerment. The CSW has 13 

member states from Africa, 11 from Asia, 9 from Latin America and the Caribbean, 8 

from Western Europe and other states, and 4 members from Eastern Europe, which are 

elected for periods of four years (Commission, UN Women, 2020). Apart from that, its 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are no poverty, gender equality, decent work 

and economic growth, industry innovation and infrastructure, reduced inequalities, 

sustainable cities and communities, and partnership for the goals (Benson Whalen, 

ISSD, 2019). In order to achieve them, the CSW has identified gaps, and areas 

requiring urgent attention, risks and challenges, emerging issues likely to affect the 

realization of specific principles, created policy recommendations on ways to accelerate 

progress for those at risk of being left behind, among other actions (Achieving 

Sustainable Development, UN, 2008). Not to mention that the committee is promoting 

women’s rights and is shaping global standards on gender equality and the 

empowerment of women. Their project for 2019 was to protect social systems, provide 

access to public and sustainable services. The upcoming projects for 2020 are to review 

and appraise the Beijing declaration and platform for action and the results of the 23rd 

session of the General Assembly and the contribution to the 2030 sustainable 

development goals (Commission, UN Women, 2020). 
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II. Topic Information  
  
A) History of the Topic 

 According to the National Sexual Violence Resource Center, sexual violence 

means that “someone forces or manipulates someone else into unwanted sexual 

activity without their consent.” Actually, there are different ways of sexual violence, 

such as rape or sexual assault, sexual harassment, sexual exploitation, etc. (NSVRC, 

2010). On the other hand, post-conflicts societies are areas where a “conflict situation 

in which open warfare has come to an end. Such situations remain tense for years or 

decades and can easily relapse into large-scale violence.” Essentially, the war has 

ended but real long-lasting peace has not yet been established (Women Win, 2020).  

 In times of conflict, women are disproportionately affected by sexual violence. 

Unfortunately, even after open warfare ends, women continue to be victims of it. 

According to the United Nations, when a conflict ends “institutions are only 

rudimentarily functioning, community networks are weakened, small arms proliferate 

and violence against women continues.” Essentially, the conflict continues for women 

and their lack of access to legal protection under the law means that they are excluded 

from rebuilding their nation. Without protection from sexual violence, women and girls 

will not “engage in field-based farming or market activity, which is crucial for early 

recovery and family survival.” Moreover, fear of sexual violence means that girls will not 

continue to attend school, which later shuts them out from obtaining employment and 

participating in government. To sum up, without justice and security from sexual 

violence, post-conflict societies “impede the ability of half their population and human 

resources to contribute to development and peace” (Bachelet, UN Chronicle, 2020). 
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 Studies conducted by UN Women have found that post-conflict societies that 

include women in the rebuilding process have better chances of succeeding. In a 2011 

report titled “Progress of the World's Women: In Pursuit of Justice”, the organization 

wrote that addressing and prosecuting sexual violence that took place during and 

directly after a conflict presents a nation, “not only important opportunities to address 

injustices faced by women during times of war, but also a chance to transform 

underlying inequalities and gender-based discrimination through the new constitutions, 

legislative reforms and institution-building put in place” (UN Women, 2011). For post-

conflict societies, investigating and prosecuting incidents of sexual violence can be 

realized through a variety of methods such as courts, truth commissions and 

reparations programmes. Courts have the power to criminally prosecute offenders of 

sexual violence, however, in cases of large-scale sexual violence or when the statute of 

limitations has run-out, truth commissions enable countries to hold perpetrators 

accountable for their actions. They also act as ways to discover new evidence, 

witnesses and possibly provide a path to legal proceedings at an international level 

such as at the International Criminal Court (ICC) (Wiebelhaus-Brahm, Truth 

Commissions and Transitional Societies, 2010). Reparations programmes provide the 

victim of sexual violence with monetary or material benefits. They also enable nations 

to acknowledge their legal obligations to repair the consequences of violations — 

either because it directly committed them or it failed to prevent them” (ICTJ, 2020). 

According to UN Women, whichever legal option pursued by post-conflict societies, it 

is important for those leading rebuilding efforts to “express to victims and society more 

generally that the state is committed to addressing the root causes of past violations 

and ensuring they do not happen again” (Bachelet, UN Chronicle, 2020). 
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B) Current Issues  

Afghanistan: Women who have been victims of sexual violence in Afghanistan are 

often pressured into withdrawing their official complaints by male family members and 

police officers. Instead, they encourage women to engage in mediation. In essence, 

mediation is a negotiation where a neutral third party facilitates the resolution of the 

conflict. However, while mediation is a traditional form of justice, the UN has said that it 

does not replace the criminal justice system. Mediation enables the perpetrator to 

avoid prosecution and take responsibility for their actions. It is as if a crime did not take 

place. The UN has said that the “use of mediation in criminal cases serves not only to 

normalize violence against women but also to undermine confidence in the criminal 

justice system as a whole.” Due to the use of mediation, the UN believes that 

thousands of cases of sexual violence have gone unreported and uninvestigated, 

meaning that the seriousness of sexual violence against women has been dismissed by 

the state and society as a whole (Habib, Refworld, 2018). 
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India: According to Human Rights Watch, Indian security forces use rape as a method 

of control and retaliation against civilians in India administered Kashmir. Researcher 

Seema Kazi has stated that sexual violence in Kashmir is a "cultural weapon of war" 

and that the rape of Kashmiri women by Indian security forces “functions as a tool of 

"subordinating" Kashmiri males and the wider Kashmiri community” (Kazi, Oxford 

Islamic Studies Online, 2017). Very few Kashmiri women have access to justice and as 

a result, few of the incidents of sexual violence are investigated or prosecuted. 

Moreover, sexual violence is usually not reported due to the fear many women have 

that the Indian security forces will further punish their families. To further complicate 

the search for justice, ever since the early 1990s, civilians in Kashmir need permission 

from the Indian government to press charges against security forces personnel. 

Amnesty International has found that 96% of all complaints have been dismissed 



been dismissed under this law (Kashmir Reader, 2016). 

Iraq: Between 2014 and 2019, hundreds of Iraqi women were enslaved and sexually 

assaulted by fighters belonging to the Islamic State, a terrorist organization. While rape 

is a crime under Iraqi law, many women have been unable to achieve justice due to 

legal provisions that protect the perpetrator. According to Iraqi law, if a perpetrator 

marries the victims, they can no longer be prosecuted for committing acts of sexual 

violence. In many cases, captive women and girls were forced to marry Islamic State 

fighters. This means that for many women, justice in Iraq is unattainable and due to 

prejudices about sexual violence. Not to mention that they are also often shunned and 

excluded from society. Meaning that women are usually punished for the crime 

committed against them while the perpetrators go free (Global Justice Center, 2018).  

C) UN Action  
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 The United Nations recognizes the importance of ensuring that sexual violence 

against women is prosecuted in post-conflict societies. Through the Commission on 

the Status of Women and UN Women, the organization has outlined guidelines for 

post-conflict societies to follow which help women have “access to justice and law 

enforcement institutions, and the application of gender expertise and guidance to the 

formulation of truth commissions, reparations programmes and other transitional 

justice mechanisms.” The UN has also dedicated itself to helping post-conflict 

societies establish “economic recovery programmes that prioritize women's 

involvement in employment creation schemes, community development programmes 

and delivery of front-line services” (Bachelet, UN Chronicle, 2020). As a matter of fact, 

in September of 2012, the United Nations General Assembly held a High-level 



Meeting on the Rule of Law. During this meeting, member states adopted a 

Declaration reaffirming their commitment to the rule of law as a “foundation to peace 

and security, development and respect for human rights.” The Declaration 

recommitted countries to "establishing appropriate legal and legislative frameworks to 

prevent and address all forms of discrimination and violence against women and to 

secure their empowerment and full access to justice" (UN, 2012). 

III. Essential Questions 

1. What is a post-conflict society? 

2. What challenges do women face in achieving justice for sexual violence in post-

conflict societies? 

3. Is your nation a post-conflict society? If so, what is it doing to prosecute sexual 

violence against women? 

4. What is the United Nations doing to improve access to justice for victims of sexual 

violence in post-conflict societies? 

5. What are the benefits of ensuring that sexual violence against women is prosecuted 

in post-conflict societies? 

6. Which non-governmental organizations are working on addressing this issue? Does 

your country work with any of them? If so, which ones?  

IV. Quorum 

• Afghanistan 

• Brazil 
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• Canada 

• China 

• France 

• India 

• Indonesia 

• Iran 

• Mexico 

• Pakistan 

• Russia 

• Saudi Arabia 

• South Africa 

• Syria 

• Turkey 

• United Kingdom 

• United States 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