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I. Committee Background 

 The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) was established in 1945 as one of 

the six main organs of the United Nations (UN). It has four main purposes which are 

outlined in the UN Charter. The purposes are: “to maintain international peace and 

security, to develop friendly relations among nations, to cooperate in solving 

international problems and to be a centre for harmonizing the actions of nations.” The 

Council is composed of 5 permanent member states (China, France, Russia, the United 

Kingdom and the United States) and 10 non-permanent members that are elected by 

the General Assembly to serve a term of two years (What is the Security Council?, UN, 

2020). In the UNSC, the permanent member states have a special power called a veto 

which enables them to block any substantive resolution. The presidency of the 

committee rotates monthly among its members. In order to carry out its mandate, the 

UNSC has the power to establish peacekeeping operations, enact international 

sanctions, and authorize military action. Moreover, it is the only committee within the 

UN system with the authority to issue binding resolutions on member states (Functions, 

UN, 2020).  



II. Topic Information  

A. History of the Topic 

 Kashmir is a territory that is located in the northernmost geographical region of 

the Indian subcontinent. Conflict arose in 1947 when British India was divided into two 

independent countries, Hindu majority India and largely Muslim Pakistan. This process 

was called “partition”. At the time of the partition, Kashmir was a princely state which 

was not directly governed by Britain. Its leader, Maharaja Hari Singh, had the 

opportunity to decide to join either India or Pakistan, or remain independent. Singh 

wanted the territory to remain independent, however, the country came under 

immense pressure to ally itself with Pakistan due to its large Muslim population 

(Encyclopædia Britannica, 2019). In September 1947, Pakistan-funded rebel groups and 

Pashtun tribesmen invaded and took over large parts of western Kashmir. Unable to 

defend itself, Kashmir was forced to ask India for assistance. However, India would only 

help if Kashmir acceded to it. Left with no other option, in October 1947, Singh signed 

the Instrument of Accession, the document that aligned Kashmir with India. The 

document guaranteed Kashmir a special status within India, providing the territory with 

independence over all areas except communications, foreign affairs and defence 

(Blakemore, National Geographic, 2019).  

 Violence within the territory continued until 1948 when the United Nations 

intervened. The organization established a cease-fire that went into effect in January 

1949. Later that year, India and Pakistan decided on a cease-fire line (the Line of 

Control) that divided the administration of the territory. However, Pakistan was unhappy 

with the territory assigned to it as it was underpopulated, inaccessible and 



economically underdeveloped. The majority of Kashmir’s Muslim population was under 

Indian control (Encyclopædia Britannica, 2019). Moreover, both countries ignored the 

United Nations’ resolution which called for a referendum in order to enable Kashmiris 

to decide their future for themselves. War broke out between India and Pakistan in 

1965. The conflict started after India discovered Pakistan’s plan to help militias infiltrate 

Indian Kashmir to promote an insurgency against Indian rule. Another war over the 

territory followed in 1972 (Tristam, ThoughtCo., 2019).  

 Unhappy with the lack of progress through peaceful and democratic processes, 

militant organizations began to appear in Kashmir in the late 1980s. These 

organizations operated with two main aims: to resist Indian government rule and gain 

independence. The Indian military responded by initiating a severe crackdown on 

freedom of expression and movement throughout the 1990s. This only fueled anti-India 

and anti-Hindu sentiment and forced Kashmiri Pandits (Hindus) to flee the territory 

(Encyclopædia Britannica, 2019). This sentiment eventually culminated in the Kargil 

conflict from May to July 1999 which resulted in hundreds of casualties. A ceasefire 

signed in 2003 between India and Pakistan led to a period of relative peace until 

mid-2019 (Kashmir, BBC News, 2019). On August 5th, 2019, India revoked Kashmir’s 

special status which was guaranteed by Article 370 of India’s constitution. The special 

rights included Kashmir’s own constitution and autonomy to make laws on all matters 

except defence, communications and foreign affairs (India Revokes, Al Jazeera, 2019). 

In order to suppress protests and international news coverage, it cut off telephone 

networks and internet access. Moreover, public gatherings were banned and tens of 

thousands of Indian troops were sent to the region. Since then internet and phone 

services have been intermittently cut off and thousands of people have been detained 

(Fareed and Krishnan, Deutsche Welle, 2020).  



B. Current Issues  

China: Since 1947, China has been in a dispute with India over a part of Kashmir called 

Ladakh. Both countries claim the area as their own. In recent years, China has started to 

build on the land even though, politically, it falls under India’s control. Until August 

2019, Ladakh had been a region of the Indian-governed state of Jammu and Kashmir. 

However, when India revoked Article 370, its parliament passed an act that made 

Ladakh a union territory. This means that Ladakh will become more integrated with the 

rest of India. China responded by issuing a statement that said that it “deplores and 

firmly opposed” India’s actions. It further stated that “India unilaterally changes its 

domestic law and administrative divisions, challenging China’s sovereignty and 

interests. This is awful and void, and this is not effective in any way” (Siddiqui and 

Bukhari, Reuters, 2019). The Indian government responded by banning Chinese-based 

applications such as TikTok and WeChat which it said spreads anti-India propaganda 

and supports separatist groups, allegations which China has denied (India Bans, BBC 

News, 2019). 

Iran: Anti-India protests broke out in Iran’s capital city, Tehran, following India’s 

announcement that it was revoking Article 370 (PressTV, 2019). The Iranian 

government, however, responded to the news in a neutral manner and said that it will 

not take sides in a conflict that it is not directly involved in. In an August 2019 

statement, the government said that it “expects India and Pakistan, as its regional 

friends and partners, to take effective steps to serve the interests of people of the 

region by adopting peaceful approaches and dialogue.” On August 15th, 2019, Iran 

forcibly removed anti-Indian banners from Pakistan's consulate in the Iranian city of 



Mashhad saying that it was "undiplomatic” and fueled violence in the region (Sibbal, 

Zee News, 2019). 

Saudi Arabia: Saudi Arabia responded to the revocation of Kashmir’s special status by 

urging leaders within Jammu and Kashmir to maintain peace and stability in order to 

protect the lives of those in the region. It further stated that it understood why India’s 

government needed to revoke Article 370, which is cited as isolating and fueling 

terrorism. In order to alleviate the tense situation, the Saudi government sent Adel bin 

Ahmed Al-Jubeir, the Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, to mediate talks between 

India and Pakistan.   The government of Saudi Arabia believes that a resolution to the 

crisis in Kashmir can only be solved through peaceful means and has pledged to work 

with all of those involved to encourage negotiations (Singh Negi, India Today, 2019) 

United Kingdom: After India announced that it was revoking Kashmir’s special status, 

the British government reaffirmed its long-standing position that “the crisis in Kashmir 

is fundamentally a matter for India and Pakistan to resolve.” The country’s Prime 

Minister Boris Johnson stated that the United Kingdom (UK) would not interfere in the 

matter due to its colonial history which could complicate the situation further. On the 

other hand, Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab did express “profound” concern about 

reports that human rights violations had been committed by Indian troops during its 

lockdown of Kashmir which began in August 2019 (The Times of India, 2019). The 

British government has called for an independent investigation to be launched in order 

for the accusation of human rights abuses to be addressed in a transparent manner. 

The UK is a firm supporter of the Simla Agreement and United Nations resolutions 

which call for peaceful negotiations between India and Pakistan (NDTV, 2019). 



C. UN Action 

 In August 2019, the United Nations stated that the revocation of Article 370 was 

deeply concerning and "will exacerbate the human rights situation" in Kashmir. The 

organization’s Human Rights Council (UNHRC) released a statement denouncing India’s 

telecommunications ban in Kashmir as a violation of basic human rights. It further 

stated that it had "documented how [Indian] authorities have repeatedly blocked 

communications networks to muzzle dissent, used arbitrary detention to punish 

political dissidents and employed excessive force while dealing with protests leading to 

extrajudicial killings and serious injuries" (Kashmir Dispute, BBC News, 2019). 

Furthermore, UN Secretary-General António Guterres called for “maximum restraint” 

on all sides in order to avoid a war between India and Pakistan. He further said that 

“the position of the United Nations on this region is governed by the Charter...and 

applicable Security Council resolutions.” The United Nations Security Council met to 

discuss the situation in August 2019 and called on all parties to uphold past UN 

resolutions and agreements in order to guarantee the safety of the region’s citizens (UN 

Security Council, UN News, 2019).  

III. Essential Questions 

1. Why is Kashmir referred to as a disputed territory? Which countries claim it and 

why? 

2. What was Article 370? Why was it important to the citizens of Kashmir? 

3. Why did the Indian government revoke Article 370? 

4. What is your country’s official position on the situation in Kashmir? 



5. What is the United Nations doing to resolve the situation? Has it been successful? 

Why or why not? 

6. How has the telecommunications ban and lockdown of Kashmir affected the lives of 

Kashmir’s citizens?  
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