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Welcome



8:00 a.m. 
Welcome, School Development Updates from the Principal

8:30 a.m. 
‘Pathways to Success’ through PYP, MYP and DP
 - Ms Bissy, Ms Donna, Mr Piotr

9:30 - 9:45 a.m.-Questions and Answers with the Principal, 
SLT/ELT. 
This is an opportunity we want to provide for you to raise questions 
with us on any school related topic.



School Development 
Updates





School Wide Action Plan

● Strategy 1- Contemporary Learning & Ambition 
● Strategy 2 - Leadership & Service 
● Strategy 3 - Community & Balance 
● Strategy 4 - Passion & Loyalty 
● Strategy 5 - Sustainability & Pride 
● Strategy 6 - Growth & Reputation



Key Development Projects 2018/19

● Makerspace and Library 
● eLearning Plan 
● Student Support Services 
● The Arts 
● Safety and Security 
● Food Services
● Athletics and Aquatics



External Validation

WASC Accreditation Visit 
10 - 14 March 2019

NAE Quality Assurance Visit
8-10 April

●



Critical Student Learning Needs - identified through WASC

9

Critical Student 
Learning Need

Correlated Schoolwide Learner Outcome

Narrative writing 
competencies.

Communicators We express ourselves confidently and creatively in more than one 
language and in many ways. We collaborate effectively, listening carefully to the 
perspectives of other individuals and groups.

Reading and writing 
competencies in 
mother tongue.

Communicators; see above 
Thinkers; We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyze and take responsible 
action on complex problems. We exercise initiative in making reasoned, ethical 
decisions.

Raise mathematics 
achievement across 
the school.

Thinkers; see above 

Knowledgeable We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring knowledge 
across a range of disciplines. We engage with issues and ideas that have local and 
global significance.  

Clear and defined 
pathways for 
co-curricular and 
extra-curricular 
development of 
student learning.

Balanced; We understand the importance of balancing different aspects of our 
lives—intellectual, physical, and emotional—to achieve well-being for ourselves and 
others. We recognize our interdependence with other people and with the world in 
which we live.

Risk Takers We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination; we work 
independently and cooperatively to explore new ideas and innovative strategies. We 
are resourceful and resilient in the face of challenges and change.



Pathways to 
success

 

Learning should not take us somewhere; it should allow us 
later to go further more easily. (Bruner 1960) 



Agenda

❏ What does ‘IB Continuum school mean?’
 

❏ Maths and Language development pathways at NISC

❏ 3 options that NISC students may choose to graduate from Northbridge

❏ University destinations of our graduates









6 subjects + DP core 

Language A 
(first language/spoken at home) 

Language B 
(second language) 

Humanities 

Sciences 

Maths 

Arts or another humanities or science 
course



Make the right choice - Maths 

Maths stand alone 
and embedded into 
PYP units (EL3 - G5)

Maths as a subject (G6-8)
Maths Standard or 
Extended in MYP (G9 - 10)

Maths Applications or 
Analysis in DP (G11-12)



Make the right choice - Maths 



Make the right choice - Languages

English as language 
of instruction + 
additional language 
starting from G1 in 
PYP English as a subject and language of 

instruction (G6 - 10) + additional 
language (mother tongue) 

Language A (mother 
tongue) + Second 
language (G11-12) 



Make the right choice - Languages 

❏ All DP students choose 2 languages in DP 

❏ All DP students select one language A (mother tongue) and language B (second language)

❏ Some DP students may choose two languages A
  
❏ Some students may choose language ab-initio (for beginners)

Possible options: 
Language A + Language A 
Language A + Language B
Language A + Language ab-initio 



Make the right choice - Languages 

Language A Language B Language ab-initio

mother tongue (first language) second language second language 

Language course that introduces 
the critical study and interpretation 
of written and spoken texts from a 
wide range of literary and non 
literary genres.

Language acquisition course for 
students with some previous 
experience of learning the 
language

A language acquisition course 
for students with little or no 
experience of the language

Main focus: literary and textual 
analysis, and also the ability to 
present their ideas effectively

Main focus: communication and 
media, global issues, and social 
relationships 

Main focus: communication 
and intercultural understanding

Literature studied Literature studied Literature not studied



Make the right choice - Languages

Language A Language B

1. Khmer A 1. English B
2. English A 2. Mandarin B and ab-initio
3. Korean A 3. French B and ab-initio 
4. Chinese A
5. Japanese A
6. Self-taught languages 



3 pathways that lead to universities 

IB Full Diploma 

IB courses + 
NISC Diploma 
accredited by 
WASC  

NISC Diploma 
accredited by 
WASC   



IB Full Diploma  

❏ To obtain the full IB Diploma, students must 
successfully complete the following 
components:
❏ 3 Higher Level (HL) courses 
❏ 3 Standard Level (SL) courses
❏ Complete Creativity-Activity-Service
❏ Submit Extended Essay  (EE)
❏ Submit Theory of Knowledge 

Presentation and Essay

and achieve min 24 points (out 45)

❏ This option is offered to all G11 students and 
then revisited at the beginning of G12



IB courses and WASC accredited NISC Diploma   

❏ If a student at the end of G11 scores 
below 24 points, the supportive team 
discusses with the students and parents 
alternative options 

❏ If the student is far below 24 points (20 
and below), IB courses may be offered 
instead of the full Diploma

❏ The IB courses are selected DP 
subjects that will be taken in the final 
exam session and will appear on the IB 
course certificate

❏ The number and subjects depend on 
student’s future university plans



WASC accredited NISC Diploma  

❏ WASC is a world-renowned accrediting 
association based in the US

❏ Assures a school community that the 
school’s purposes are appropriate and 
being accomplished through a viable 
education programme 

❏ The WASC accredited Diploma allows 
students to apply to a variety of 
universities 

❏ It is usually recommended to graduates 
who plan to study in the US

❏ Requires obtaining 28 credits in Grade 
9-12

❏ Students graduate in G12 but don’t sit IB 
external exams and will be awarded only 
the WASC Diploma 



3 pathways that lead to universities 

100% of graduates have been 
awarded the WASC Diploma

14 % of graduates chose to 
take IB courses

86% of graduates have been 
awarded the full IB Diploma



IB Diploma and WASC 

IB DP Full 
Diploma 

IB DP 
courses

WASC 
accredited 
NISC Diploma 

Graduates can apply to universities and 
colleges 

YES YES YES 

Students complete G11 and G12 YES YES YES 

Students sit DP external exams YES YES NO

Students complete 6 subjects and the Core 
(CAS + TOK + EE) 

YES NO NO



Our DP results 



University destinations of our graduates 



University destinations of our graduates 



More information 

Diploma Programme info for parents 

Diploma Programme guide for parents in English 

Diploma Programme guide for parents in Chinese 

Diploma Programme guide for parents in Japanese 

Diploma Programme courses and curriculum overview 

WASC accreditation centre 

What is important in the pre-university stage is not what is learned but learning how to learn (...) What 
matters is not the absorption of facts but the development of powers of the mind or ways of thinking which 
can be applied to new situations and new presentations of facts as they arise. (Peterson 1972) 

https://www.ibo.org/information-for-parents/
https://www.ibo.org/diploma-guide/
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-tookit/alumni/1609-dp-guide-for-parents-ch.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-tookit/alumni/1609-dp-guide-for-parents-jp.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/
https://www.acswasc.org/


Q & A



Thank you


