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WHAT ARE SOME OF THE THINGS
CHILDREN WORRY MOST ABOUT?

Making new friends
Getting lost
School rules and expectations

Being the smallest and youngest in a large environment filled with
older and bigger students

Whether or not their new teachers will like them or be nice to them
Coping with a timetable of lessons
Forgetting things
Having different teachers for different subjects
Coping with greater academic expectations
Increased levels of homework

Detentions



What helps to make a
successful transition at

BSB?
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THE SCHOOLBAG

Their timetable will take a lot of getting used to. Part of this new
routine will involve the organisation of the schoolbag before each
day. This is a new skill that some may struggle with and a little help
in the early days will ensure they bring the right books and the right
homework on the right day!

A few things that are essential:

A good, strong schoolbag or backpack that will hold all their books

A pencil case with pens (red, green, blue and black), pencils,
coloured pencils, a glue stick, a ruler, a sharpener and an eraser

A scientific calculator

A Mathematics set; a set square, protractor and compass




HOMEWORK, COMMUNICATION AND
EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Homework

Homework time is obviously going to increase and with it
comes several new adjustments from the primary school
homework routine. In Year 7, students receive homework
in up to 3 subjects per night. One of the best skills you
can help your child to learn is that of effective time
management. Help your child to even out their homework
pattern by encouraging them to develop a homework
timetable. Help them to devise a method to spread out
the workload over the 5 nights of the week. Do not under-
estimate the importance of getting a structure and a sense
of organisation at an early stage of their secondary school
lives. Learning how to successfully manage their time is an
invaluable life skill and will make the transition into their
new environment a whole lot easier.

Communication

As in the primary school, you will receive regular updates
from your child’s form tutor. Aside from the school reports,
you will receive a daily email, detailing the classes your
child has taken and any homework requirements for that
day. Your child will also have a planner to record homework;
this will need to be signed by you on a weekly basis.

After school activities and lunchtime activities

Taking part in after school activities (ASAs) is a great way
of getting to know more students in the School. Whether it
is in the school play, the computer club or on the playing
field, each student should find activities which they enjoy.
Taking part in such activities builds confidence; they get to
mix with other students from other years, and as a result,
they settle into the school environment a lot quicker.
Students should be encouraged, from both home and
school, to try out new activities. Even if they do not know
what the activity entails, students should be encouraged
to try practically everything available through the school.

Residentials and Trips
Every year, students in Secondary take part in a week-long

residential trip. These residentials give Year 7 students the
opportunity to work in a completely different environment,
with different types of people. It enables them to challenge
themselves and create a strong bond with other students
and teachers.




SUPPORT NETWORK: PEER 2 PEER
(P2P PROGRAMME)

As previously mentioned, most children take the transition from
primary school to secondary school in their stride. In our secondary
school our students are supported by their Form Tutor, the pastoral

care system and our P2P Programme.

Our P2P Programme consists of a group of students who are
responsible for the transition and settling in of any new students. All
new students are put into contact initially by email with a member
of the P2P Programme. This will be followed up by a presentation
at school. Our P2P students will be a friendly face for the first days
of school. Many of these students your child may already know and
recognize as a previous student of the school.

As parents, we can often feel a little helpless - our role is to be
supportive, interested and encouraging. If you have any concerns
about your child, the advice is to contact us.
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GEORGE BOURNE
SHUNYI STUDENT TALKS ABOUT TRANSITION DAY

Hello! My nameé is George Bourne and | am going to talk to you about my Transition Day last
year. | was really interested to find out what Secondary School was like.

First we went to a science lesson. We had to make parachutes for our €99s- My partners
were Joseph and lbraham. Sadly, when we tested our parachute, the egg fell off the holder
and splat - the test failed!

After science, We did D.T. (Design and Technology)- In D.T., wé made lots of things on the
computers such as aliens and our own planets! Lunch was followed by tug of war! The
teams were the houses and boys versus girls.

The day made me feel a bit sad because some of my friends would be leaving the school
and the country; they would not be with me next year. Nevertheless, | can keep in touch by
Skype- | think that Transition Day is very helpful for students so they can feel what it will be
like next year. | like Transition Day!




SARAH QU

A SHUNY| STUDENT’S TRANSFER (Jp T0 SECONDARY
Himy name is Sarah Qiu and | am a Year 7 student. | joined The British School of Beijing
two-and-a-half Yyears ago from a local School - Shijia Hutong Primary School,

I have been in Secondary for more than two months pow and | foung that there are many
Similarities a5 well as differences between Primary ang Secondary. There are Some really
big changes jn Secondary, Such as:

1. There js Mmore homework to do. In Primary, Wwe usually only haye homework on Friday,
Now we have homework everyday. Sometimes | have to work and stay up [ate to get the
day’s job done,

2. There are more classrooms togoto. In Primary, the same tutor woulg teach us different
Subjects in the same classroom for the entire year, except Maths, Now, while We have the
Same Form Tutor, we rush from one classroom to another after each Class, Iearning various
lessons from different teachers, | always ask myself to be More organijseq and try to pe
Punctual so that I don’t get any detention)

While life has been absolutely busier sing,
Substance, | like Secondary,
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