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To maximise student outcomes 
through outstanding teaching 

and learning. 
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Teaching & 
Learning: a unified 
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that allows for 
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What is challenge and why is it 

important?  
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“Put	simply,	challenge	in	educa4on	is	the	provision	of	difficult	
work	that	causes	students	to	think	deeply	and	engage	in	
healthy	struggle.”	
	
“It	is	unfortunate	that	all	too	o?en	challenge	is	presented	in	
the	context	of	‘challenging	the	most	able’.”	



Behaviour for Learning 
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What mindset do we want our students to have? 
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“If we judge ourselves as 
we make mistakes, we are 
more intimidated than 
inspired to try again. We 
ought to celebrate instead 
the act of curiosity that led 
us to explore, and then try 
again.” 

Carol Dweck: Lewis and Virginia Eaton 
Professor of Psychology 
 
Stanford University 



DCIS: The Growth & Thresholds Model 
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DCIS: The Growth & Thresholds Model 
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Key	Stage	3	Thresholds	 GCSE	(Current)	 GCSE	(New)	

Excellence	 A*	 9-8	

Secure	 A	-	B	 7-6	

Developing	 B	-	C	 -4	

Founda>on	 D	-	G	 3-1	

•  Use CAT data to determine the initial threshold 
•  Threshold rubrics are used for planning teaching 

and progression – not for labelling students 
•  Students are never told what threshold they are – 

just what they need to do to develop their thinking 
•  The thresholds are a scaffold for teachers 
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Supporting progress 

Blocking	vs	interleaving	



How do we track progress? 
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Curriculum Maps 
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Reports – Key Stage 3 
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Reports – Key Stage 3 
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Progress Leaders 
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Miss Jessica Dodson 
Progress Leader: 

Year 7 

Mr. Lee Woollard 
Progress Leader: 

Years 8 & 9 

Mrs. Carla Hyland 
Progress Leader: 

Years 10 & 11 



IB Diploma    

Curriculum Evening  30.08.16  

•  The	authoriza>on	process	varies	by	
school	and	IB	programme,	but	typically	
takes	between	two	and	three	years	

	
•  Our	ini>al	applica>on	was	submiOed	in	

April	2015	

•  We	are	aiming	for	an	August	2017	
launch	

•  We	will	keep	parents	updated	at	all	
stages	of	Candidate	Phase,	un>l	a	

decision	on	authoriza>on	is	reached	
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