By Alex Weston,
Head of Secondary English
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“Abook is a garden, an orchard, a storehouse,
a party, a company by the way, a counselor, a
multitude of counselors.” — Charles Baudelaire

“One glance at a book and you hear the voice
of another person, perhaps someone dead for
1,000 years. To read is to voyage through time.”
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Welcome

Focus:

What does English look like as an
academic subject and how do we teach
our students at BISS?

What makes a successful student in
English?

The significance of reading.
A taste of being an English student.

Questions.
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The Secondary
English Team

Alex Weston
Doug Sillett
James Moan
Lucy O’Neill




What does English look like as a subject?

= Thinking skills- students explore a wide range of concepts/themes/ideas
+ times & places!

» Problem solving (empathetic thinking).

» Reading/building effective reading strategies to decode challenging and

interesting texts. Learning to read on a deeper level.

Writing for a range of audiences & purposes.

Technical skills & knowledge (grammar).

Developing discussion, debate & verbal presentational skills.

Extended essays; building effective examination responses.



What does English look
like as a subject?
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‘Mr Birling is the most
powerful character in
the play. His is rich
and male.’

Why do you think this?

Agree?

Disagree?

Problem?
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The monster roared even louder and smashed an
arm through Conor’s window, shattering glass and
wood and brick. A huge, twisted, branch-wound
hand grabbed Conor around the middle and lifted
him off the floor. It swung him out of his room and
into the night, high above his back garden, holding
him up against the circle of the moon, its fingers
clenching so hard against Conor’s ribs he could
barely breathe.




RAVEM
Character analysis

Attitudes
-what is the character’s
approach to the issues?

Values

-What is important to the
character?

-What do they hold dear?

Consider big issues like
family/ friends/ loyalty ] /
etc. i

-What do they think
society should be like.

Motives

-What makes a character act and
behave the way they do?

-What do they hope/want to get?
-What do they want to happen?

Relationships

-It’s important to consider
what a character’s
relationship is with others?
- How do they feel about
those around them.

Emotions

-How does the character
feel, particularly in the
section you are looking at?
-This will change
frequently. In fact one line
could show numerous
emotions.
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What makes a successful student in English (and
why is this so important)?

a




What makes a successful student in English (and
why is this so important)?

Reasoning skills Technical (grammar)
‘ knowledge Resilient

e
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Confident reapler

Consistent work & effort

Good imaginative thinker
Good vocabulary range
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What makes a
successful student in
English (and why is this
so important)?
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The significance of
reading cannot be
overestimated!
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When in doubt, go to
the library

- Hermione Granger




Other magic numbers ...

S

INCREASES KNOWLEDGE LOWERS STRESS
& VOCABULARY BY 50% LEVELS/ANXIETY BY 68%

CAN LENGTHEN LIFE BY
UP TO 2 YEARS!



Other key skills

MEMORY: EXERCISES THE BRAIN
AND IMPROVES RECALL SKILLS

-t

IMAGINATION: BUILDS
IMAGINATIONS/ADAPTIVE
THINKING SKILLS

HEART: BUILDS UNDERSTANDING
OF OTHERS/EMPATHY



Exam outcomes

= Astrong correlation between students who
read and exam success.

= (0.6-0.9 of a grade across the IGCSE
English/English Literature components)




We need to mention
these things




If at all possible ...
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The significance of cross-curricular links

= Embed strategies by linking them
to other subjects, e.g. asking
guestions in a word problem in
Maths, summarizing a research
article in History, repairing meaning
breakdown (inference of unknown
words) in Science.
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What does a skilled reader look like?

WHAT SKILLS DO THEY WHAT CAN THEY DO WELL?
HAVE?



The many
strands that are
woven into
skilled reading

Scarborough, H. S. (2001). Connecting
early language and literacy to later
reading (dis)abilities: Evidence, theory,
and practice. In S. Neuman & D.
Dickinson (Eds.), Handbook for research
in early literacy (pp. 97—110). New York,
NY: Guilford Press.

LANGUAGE COMPREHENSION

BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE ¢
(facts, concepts, etc.)

T
SKILLED READING: |

VOCABULARY
(breadth, precision, links, etc.) Fluent execution and
LANGUAGE STRUCTURES coordination of word

(syntax, semantics, etc.)

VERBAL REASONING
(inference, metaphor, etc.)

LITERACY KNOWLEDGE
(print concepts, genres, etc.)

recognition and text
comprehension.
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WORD RECOGNITION

PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS ¢
(syllables, phonemes, etc.)

DECODING (alphabetic principle, ,
spelling-sound correspondences)

SIGHT RECOGNITION
(of familiar words)



Strategies to help us understand and enjoy reading.

As we read we ...
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The enormous trees loomed the green floor

sunlight shone hetween the thick, dense leaves and,
. noise: hees
howling,

ing, and, birds calling, 1%, The, air was
MWW.S%WS@WW@ .
. Theom% ihle! Bri bﬁwbug;,td/

| wonder if they’re
unique because this

place has never been
visited by humans?




Note making

= Note making is essential to the
understanding and engagement of
a student with the text.

= KS4 example
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Reading and Writing ...

= “Writing comes from reading, and reading is
the finest teacher of how to write.” — Annie
Proulx

= “If you don’t have time to read, you don't
have the time (or the tools) to write. Simple
as that.”— Stephen King



Five facts

= 30% of teens talk face-to-face to
communicate.

= Between 60-70% say they are more likely to
text than talk on the phone.

= QOlder girls are the most active on their phones
sending & receiving 3000 texts a month.

= |n 2020, the average amount of time spent on
smart phones is 3.5 hrs per day.

= Around 2hrs of that time is spent on social
media.

You are going to write a response to this opinion.
What persuasive devices do you already know?

“MOBILE

PHONES ARE
DESTROYING
SOCIAL SKILLS

& HUMAN

RELATIONSHIPS.”




Speech: Introduction

Pathos: appeals to the
audience’s values —
shows understanding
of their dislike of
technology.

Y

Counter Argument: to
introduce the benefits
of technology.

Imperative: ‘is” and
‘will” present the
opinion as a fact.

T~

Technology is relentless. It's like a
tidal wave that moves through
society, changing everything. It can
get exhausting and you might be
wondering if it's worth the energy
to keep up. But consider how many
lives have been improved by
technology: from travelling abroad
on a plane to being able to
instantly video chat with someone
on the other side of the world.
Technology is a positive force that
will transform your life for the
better, if you are willing to give it a
chance...

Simile: to develop the
idea and take it further.

Direct Address: to hold
the audience’s
attention.

Logos: factual
information that is
undeniable.

Syntax: the audience
are left with a
challenge.
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Adding Conor’s
backstory

Now write a paragraph giving a little bit more
information on Conor’s character and history.

What has been going on in Conor’s life lately that
could have contributed to this event? What was he
like before?

Ideas for a starters:

Conor O’Malley, a previously quiet and friendly
student, has been experiencing...

While many believe that Conor’s actions were out of
character, it is well known that. ..




Working from the
position of a writer ...




Working from the
position of a writer ...

Using structural features...

Change in time (flashback/shift to the future)
New character/change in perspective
Change in location

Zoom-in (Cinematic)

Zoom-out (Cinematic)

ook W~

Internal/external (inside to outside)



Working from the
position of a writer ...

Using structural features...

Change in time (flashback/shift to the future)
New character/change in perspective
Change in location

Zoom-in (Cinematic)

Zoom-out (Cinematic)

ook W~

Internal/external (inside to outside)

Let’s have a go!



Working from the
position of a writer ...

1.  Awarm wind, the first of the season,
drifted gently along the wide city
streets, bringing with it the scent of
early summer.
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Success Criteria

1. 1. Use at least 3 structural techniques you have not used before in your writing. Yes/No
2. 2. Your writing fits together effectively (cohesion) and engages the reader. /10
3. 3. You successfully create a world the reader can visualize. /10



Reading is essential
for those who seek to
rise above the
ordinary. - Jim Rohn
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Questions?
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