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During the last two weeks the students at BSB Sanlitun have especially enjoyed a variety of ‘out of class’ 
experiences. Reception, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 have all been particpating in activities that have 
seen them step outside the classroom environment, enhancing their understanding of the topics they 
are currently studying.

Day visits and week long visits, like our residentials, help children to put what they have learnt in class 
into a ‘real life’ perspective; it enables them to apply what was initially a theoretical understanding into 
a more ‘hands on’ experience and helps to consolidate their learning. 

Opportunities for learning beyond the classroom also helps develop children’s confidence and social 
awareness as they are often stepping into new environments they have not experienced before. Whilst 
they are always supported by familiar faces such as their teachers and teaching assistants, the children 
have an opportunity to meet new people that they may not normally come into contact with. They 
also have an opportunity to go to places that they may not get to visit with their families. 

For our Key Stage 2 students, they are also developing their independence by being away from home 
for a number of days in a row and taking responsibility for those things they may usually be 
reminded of by their parents - such as remembering to brush their teeth!

Of course, let’s not forget that our day visits and residentials are also a lot of fun for our students and 
become memories that they continue to talk about for years to come! Read about some of our ‘out of 
class’ experiences on the next few pages...

  Friday 8th May 2015

ENHANCED LEARNING - BEYOND THE FOUR WALLS OF THE 
CLASSROOM
By Lisa Milanec, Principal

 Key Stage 2 at their T-Ball tournament earlier this week...
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UPCOMING EVENTS

11th - 13th May
Year 3 Residential Trip

11th - 14th May
Year 4 Residential Trip

13th May
Early Years 

Swimming Starts

15th May
FOBISIA Training @ 7.30am

Years 5 & 6
Cricket Play Learning

10.30am - 1.30pm @ Lido

16th - 19th May
FOBISIA Primary Games

21st May
Year 1 Show 

@ Primary Campus Hall
9am - 10 am

22nd May
Charity Art Auction Evening

@ Primary Campus
5pm - 8 pm

27th May
Year 3 Trip to

Three Shadows 
Photography Centre

28th May
Years 5 & 6 Show

6pm @ Primary Campus Hall

Last week in Starfish and Seashells class we had a fantastic 3 
days of under the sea art activities! The children were very 
busy making a variety of  sea creatures using different materials 
and as you can see from the photos we practiced a number of 
different skills. Not only is the art work we do in Pre-Nursery 
fun and colourful with exciting results, it’s a great chance for 
children to practice, improve and develop in a number of areas 
of learning:

Maths 

We did a lot of maths through the art projects last week – 
counting the legs of a starfish, colour sorting and matching, 
creating patterns with jellyfish tentacles and recognising and 
naming shapes when sponge painting. 

ART WEEK IN PRE-NURSERY
By Sarah Leavers, Pre-Nursery Starfish Class Teacher
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ART WEEK IN PRE-NURSERY CONTINUED...
By Sarah Leavers, Pre-Nursery Starfish Class Teacher

Physical Development 

The children all worked really hard last week to use scissors, this is a very tricky skill for such young 
children. They began the year making snips and using both hands but many have progressed to 
holding scissors correctly with one hand, holding the paper in their other hand and following a line 
or shape whilst cutting. On top of this, the children were doing a lot of painting and drawing so they 
were developing their pencil grip and trying hard to paint and make marks slowly in order to gain 
more control. 

Communication and Language
 
Speaking and listening underpins everything we do in Pre-Nursery. Within our art work, the children 
need to listen carefully to instructions and follow step by step processes. There’s always a chance for 
children to express their preferences and talk about what they are making – practicing speaking in 
sentences and beginning to have an awareness of conversational skills, taking it in turns and listening 
to others.

Expressive Arts and Design 

Throughout all the art activities that we did, the children 
were experimenting with different ways of using colours 
and marks as well as experiencing textures. We also thought 
about mixing colours and how they might change. 
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READY..SET..GROW…
By Madison Ash, Year 1 Panthers Class Teacher

Last week the Year One children went to the Botanical Gardens on
their first trip of the summer term. It was an exciting day with lots of 
opportunities for the children to see the things that they have been 
learning about in class in a natural environment. First the children 
went into the conservatory and found out about four different 
environments in which plants grow; rainforests, deserts, tropical areas 
and outdoor gardens. 

The children thought of amazing adjectives for each plant and had to 
find each variety’s name as part of a challenging scavenger hunt! After 
completing the hunt and learning all about cactus and other flowering 
plants it was time for a delightful lunch by the lake. 

Following lunch the children then went on a mini beast hunt. The children were extremely excited 
to find ladybirds, worms, beetles and ants all happily living in their natural environments. The last part 
of the trip involved all of Year One relaxing on the steps overlooking the gardens whilst enjoying a 
well-deserved ice lolly. The children were excellent researchers throughout the day and have used the 
information that they collected to begin compiling non-fiction texts all about plants. 
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YEAR 2 VISIT TO GREEN COW FARM
By Paul Hollidge, Year 2 Elephants Class Teacher

It was a glorious blue sky day as the whole of Year Two set off for Green Cow Farm which is an 
organic farm of 13 acres located on the outskirts of Beijing. The trip was in support of the ‘We are what 
we eat’ topic and was chosen as it offered an opportunity for the children to gain an understanding of 
the organic farming process and also to have lots of ‘hands-on’ educational opportunities. 

On arrival the children were met by Mr Huang, the farm’s owner, who lectured the children on some 
of the different produce of the farm as well as different farming methods that his staff employ. 
Mr Huang told the children about what it means to be organic and also answered many of the 
children’s questions. Audible gasps were heard when it was revealed that Green Cow Farm has space 
for 415 chickens and that each of the cows produce 25 litres of milk per day! 

After the discussion talk it was time for the children to become active participants in the organic 
farming process. The children milked cows, operated various pieces of machinery and also fed black 
pigs and chickens. The children also visited the farm’s greenhouse and enjoyed identifying the 
different types of vegetables and herbs that are grown on the farm - smelling fresh mint proved 
especially popular! With the sun still beating down relentlessly the children returned to the farms 
café for a final Q+A with Mr Huang before they were off to Lido Park for a pleasant picnic followed by 
fun and games. 
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YEAR 5 XI’AN RESIDENTIAL
By Beth Dopson & Elizabeth Jurgensen, Year 5 Class Teachers

The Year 5 trip to Xi’an a couple of weeks ago was a huge success! Flamingos and Pelicans classes and 
the staff who accompanied them all had a brilliant time. As well as spending time with their friends 
and trying some of the local cuisine we also had the opportunity to visit one of the most captivating 
historical sites of ancient China: The Terracotta Warriors. In class we had spent some time learning 
about the Qin dynasty and it was wonderful bringing the story to life. We also visited: the Wild Goose 
Pagoda, Shaanxi Museum, Hu County, Huiling Centre and the Muslim Quarter.  The Year 5s really 
enjoyed all aspects of our week in Xi’an and they have reflected on their highlights and favourite 
moments. 

Seiya - ‘I really enjoyed this trip and I would like to go again and visit the terracotta warriors, taste 
the local dishes and learn a lot more things. On this trip I got to know my room-mate a lot better and 
became more friendly with him. I loved this trip!’                                                                                             

Cyrus - ‘One of my favourite things was meeting the disabled children at the Huiling Centre and 
seeing how skilful they were at making shapes and objects out of play dough. Additionally, they were 
very good at making actions to go with the words.’ 

June - ‘I’d recommend the trip to Xian to next year’s Year 5 because Xian was the capital city for many 
years in ancient times therefore there are lots of artefacts and much to learn.’ 

Kevin - ‘The event I enjoyed the most was seeing the terracotta warriors. Not knowing that the 
warriors were quite so amazing, I was shocked by the fact that they were still standing and were not 
disintegrated to dust after 2000 years.’  

Pei-Jen - ‘I enjoyed climbing the City wall and visiting the Shaanxi Museum. Walking 7km, I was 
exhausted but I achieved 10 thousand steps before midday! The Shaanxi Museum was all about 
ancient China and the dynasties and we could see some of the terracotta warriors up close.’

Aaliyah - ‘I would recommend Xi’an to anyone as the weather is very satisfying, people are very 
friendly (although they can sometimes be annoying when they want to take pictures of you!) and the 
food is unbelievably fantastic!’
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YEAR 5 XI’AN RESIDENTIAL
By Beth Dopson & Elizabeth Jurgensen, Year 5 Class Teachers

Rory - ‘I enjoyed seeing the fountain show the most because the fountains jumped up and down 
according to music as well as colourful lights dancing in the water. We all got completely drenched 
but that just made it all the more fun. Watching the fountain show on the last day of our trip was like 
a goodbye from Xi’an.’ 

Saul - ‘I learned that the terracotta warriors could last for over 2000 years and that a farmer 
discovered them when he was digging a well.’

Ben - ‘What I enjoyed most were the terracotta warriors. Row after row of soldiers stared out at us 
with grim faces, many were missing body parts but looked brand new. When we arrived at pit 2, it 
looked disappointing - only one part had soldiers which were all cracked and broken. Then our guide, 
Chris, told us that there were thousands of intact warriors under the weirdly shaped dirt!’

Danielle - ‘My favourite part was the visit to the Huiling Centre because it was very nice to see how 
much happiness we brought to the children there. It also made me realise how fortunate I am to have 
all of the very nice things I have.’

Alexandra - ‘My favourite part of the Year 5 residential trip to Xi’an was the musical fountain show 
because I could take lots of photos and videos of the show, as well as standing right up close to the 
water and nearly getting soaked! In the Hu County we visited a lady who helped us learn paper 
cutting and painting. I enjoyed learning about the 3 styles of painting: the first style is to cover the 
whole background with colour; the second style was to have lots of white background and the third 
style of painting was to use bright colours.’

Edgar - ‘I thought Xi’an was a fun place to be. The food was delicious, we had more time to spend 
with our friends, talking and laughing was great! Visiting the historical places like the Wild Goose 
Pagoda, The Muslim Quarter and the Terracotta Warriors was the highlight of the trip.’

Gustavo - ‘I liked going to the Muslim Quarter and walking around the market because we were 
able to go shopping and I bought some gifts for my parents. It was fun being in our small groups and 
bargaining to get a good price.’
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YEAR 5 XI’AN RESIDENTIAL
By Beth Dopson & Elizabeth Jurgensen, Year 5 Class Teachers

Sora - ‘I enjoyed watching the shadow puppets because the sound effects and the way of controlling 
the arms and bodies of the characters were very interesting.’

Dorothy - ‘Having the residential was useful because you get a chance to learn a lot of information 
about the local area of Xi’an. I learnt that Qin Shi Huang Di’s corpse has not been discovered yet 
because the archaeologists cannot go in because there may be mercury inside which could kill 
people. I also learnt an interesting fact that the Big Goose Pagoda was named by a person who 
followed the geese flying above him to get home.’

Rowan - ‘It was awesome. We all enjoyed being in Xi’an. My favourite part was visiting the Huiling 
Centre and meeting the disabled children who lived there because they were really fun and we got to 
do some interesting activities, such as: dancing and singing, making bracelets and using playdough to 
make figures!’

Ethan - ‘I learnt that most of the old parts of the city, such as the city wall are still standing but 
surrounded by modern buildings and skyscrapers. I found this interesting because usually the very 
old parts of a city have been knocked down but in Xi’an they have kept their historical sites for 
people to see.’

Amy - ‘The Muslim Quarter market was my favourite place that we visited because we had great fun 
bargaining and there were a lot of interesting souvenirs for us to see and buy. I also had fun hiking 
around the city wall because I took many photos of the difference between the old buildings and the 
new buildings. I learnt a lot about Xi’an’s history during the trip.’

Ella - ‘The musical fountain show was my favourite moment because there were different tempos to 
the music that they played. It went loud and then soft and quiet and the water was in time with the 
music.’

Steven - ‘The Terracotta Warriors were amazing to see because they were made thousands of years 
ago and we could see them even today in 2015! The video they showed us helped us imagine how they 
were built in the Qin dynasty.’

Nicole - ‘The musical fountain was lots of fun; we got up close to the water and had fun dodging the 
spray from the fountains! I liked the hotel because it was lovely sharing with friends and we also got to 
visit other rooms. It was interesting getting to know people better.’
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SANLITUN’S  GOT TALENT- MORE THAN JUST A TALENT CONTEST
By Henry Charlesworth, Music Teacher

One of the most exciting things to see as a teacher is the emergence of a child’s confidence and 
self-belief.   In the music department over the course of the year, we have been lucky enough to 
witness children of all ages flourish as learners and as individuals. In music and choral lessons we try to 
create an atmosphere where children are encouraged to perform at every opportunity, where seemingly 
small feats of achievement are met with great acclaim and, perhaps most importantly children are 
supportive and respectful of each other’s performances. We believe that confidence gained in these 
subjects will help children in all aspects of their learning as well as in their adult life. 

Opportunities for children to perform are not just limited 
to music and choral lessons. Across all the subjects of the 
curriculum, there are opportunities for children to express 
their ideas. We have seen some wonderful class assemblies 
and productions this year, with many more still to look 
forward to in the summer term. 

This week is the first week of auditions of the annual 
“Sanlitun’s Got Talent” event. Like the “house music 
competition” which took place at the start of the academic 
year, this is an event which is open to every child in Key 
stages 1 and 2. We encourage all children to perform 
anything they would like to the class within their music or 
choral lessons.  The audition process will take several weeks 
and is very exciting for children, parents and teachers. What 
is particularly special about “Sanlitun’s Got Talent is that the 
children take complete ownership of their acts. They make 
the decisions about what they are going to perform and are 
responsible for all of the preparation and practice. It creates 
a fantastic buzz around the school which continues 
throughout the whole term. We love to see children 
practicing their routines in the playground, discussing song 
choices over lunch and performing their pieces to their 
classmates. “Sanlitun’s Got Talent” is a chance for all children 
in BSB Sanlitun to shine and a great opportunity for those 
with hidden talents to show the school what they can do! 
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A TIME FOR GIVING
By Christine Armstrong, Deputy Headteacher

There is a time for giving and a disaster in Nepal like they have just experienced is just such a time. 
As you know we had a pre-Art Auction Dress-up Day and invited children to come to school in home 
clothes or ‘abstract’ clothes, and invited parents to send in money for the Nepal disaster relief fund. 
As I have mentioned already, we are in contact with our FOBISIA friends at The British School of 
Kathmandu and they have been working tirelessly to help people in Nepal, with a special emphasis 
on children. With your generosity we raised over RMB 16,000 which has already been transferred to 
Kathmandu so the school can continue to help their neighbours, schools and communities around 
Nepal. Thank you very much to everyone who contributed; here are some of the things they have 
been doing.

Update from The British School of Kathmandu (TBS), 
our FOBISIA Friends in Kathmandu

On Monday, TBS met with the Principals of all three Dhading 
schools we support and the chairman of the school management 
committee. The purpose of the meeting was to assess the 
conditions of the schools and the effect of the earthquake on the 
wider community.

We are sorry to report that all three schools have sustained major 
damage and are unusable. You can see some pictures of Rudra 
Kanya School and Khanigaun School and the damage that they 
have sustained.
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A TIME FOR GIVING CONTINUED...
By Christine Armstrong, Deputy Headteacher

Although some of the structures look intact, they are likely to be very vulnerable to further 
aftershocks, especially those with loose stone construction. At the moment the students are not 
entering the school but they will need an alternative school site while a more permanent 
structure is built. TBS is now talking with the Principals of the three schools to see how best we 
can support them with this process. The Dhading regions we work with also need immediate 
support in the form of food and emergency supplies for the community where the school 
students live. We are going to get these supplies to them as quickly as possible while we are 
discussing both immediate and long term planning. The money being raised is going to support 
the future of education in these communities and everything donated will go a long way.
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KS2 GOES SPORTS CRAZY
By Lisa Milanec, Principal

Over the last two weeks our Key Stage 2 students have most definitely been getting in the sporting 
spirit with not one but two sporting house competitions.

On Tuesday 28th April we held our last KS2 swimming session which took place at BSB Shunyi. The 
event consisted of all the students who had taken part in our swimming programme showcasing 
their skills in a variety of races against their peers across all four houses.

The excitement at the pool was palpable and it was fantastic to see and hear the high level of 
support being given by students, parents and teaching staff. Cheers of encouragement and triumph 
echoed throughout the pool and every child could be seen to have a thoroughly excellent time. 
The final results were:

4th Place: GREEN HOUSE
 
3rd Place: BLUE HOUSE
 
2nd Place: RED HOUSE
 
1st Place: YELLOW HOUSE
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KS2 GOES SPORTS CRAZY CONTINUED...
By Lisa Milanec, Principal

A week later on Tuesday 5th May KS2 students were yet again competing in their houses at their 
annual Sports Day event at Si’de Park, Lido. The sun shone brightly, yet the students persevered with 
the heat of the day and yet again performed marvellously for their houses cheered on by their peers 
and parents. 

Each year group took part in a number of round robin activities involving throwing, jumping and 
running before taking part in year group relay races at the end of the day. This was interspersed 
with a parent-teacher race which saw a high level of competitiveness from the adults!

It was a very close competition with often only 1 point difference between the houses. However, the 
final scores were:

4th Place: 79 points - YELLOW HOUSE
 
3rd Place: 97 points - GREEN HOUSE
 
2nd Place: 104 points - BLUE HOUSE
 
1st Place: 109 points - RED HOUSE

A huge thank you to Miss Spencer and Mr Brookfield for organising both KS2 events and to all the 
teachers and teaching assistants that helped support the students on both days. A superb time was 
had by all.
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T BALL IN SHUNYI
By Harry Brookfield, P.E. Teacher

It was a bright, warm, lovely day to celebrate the growing sport of T-ball when BSB Sanlitun took to 
the field on Wednesday. We entered 3 teams in an event attended by several schools in the Beijing 
area; Dulwich College Beijing, Harrow International School, Beijing International Bilingual School 
(BIBA), and finally BSB Shunyi. Most schools entered 3 teams, Under 9, Under 10 and Under 11, the 
boys and girls playing together. The event was well attended, the playing fields of BSB Shunyi over-
run with young people having a great time playing a sport they really, really enjoy.

Under 9’s:

The U9 T-ball team had an enjoyable tournament at Shunyi.
With a squad of 15 players and 6 matches to play we were able to give every player at least 4 games. 
The team won two games and there were notable performances from ‘big hitter’ Jett Pederson, who 
scored 3 fantastic home runs and Joshua Musuka, who also scored a home run. The tournament 
was a great opportunity to try players in different positions and practice our team tactics for the 
FOBISIA event later this month.

Under 10’s:

The Under 10 team performed well, showing great team spirit and sportsmanship in equal measures 
against some very tough opposition. Everyone knew his/her position in the field and there were 
words of encouragement given when it was our turn to bat. The meeting was a good learning curve 
for the Under 10 team and I’m sure they will take on board a lot of what they saw and experienced 
at Shunyi to help them when they represent BSB Sanlitun at T-ball in the forthcoming FOBISIA 
Games. 

A great positive to take from the game was the link between Jason Lau and Seiya Kakita. Jason is the 
Under 10 1st Baseman and Seiya is the “Pitcher”, and between them they were able to take out a large 
number of players from opposing teams, thus keeping scores down. A partnership like this is really 
important to have in a striking-and-fielding team and BSB Sanlitun is lucky in this respect. I’m sure 
they will do equally well next weekend in the big games at FOBISIA.
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T BALL IN SHUNYI CONTINUED...
By Harry Brookfield, P.E. Teacher

Under 11’s:

The U11’s did very well in the T-ball tournament. They were overall winners of the under 11 group 
and were expertly led to victory by Miles Garnier, the team captain. Not only did he get the tactics 
right but he also put in a storming personal performance, getting a bagful of home runs with some 
huge hits. His offensive determination was matched by Obaha Taunakekei’s great fielding display 
who was responsible for some awesome catches. The team justly deserved its overall 1st place 
position – well done BSB Sanlitun U11’s!
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