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Summary 

The activities for English are intended to provide scaffolding and support for pupils, developing 

knowledge, understanding, and skills as they progress through the booklets.  While the activities are 

indeed labelled as 'comprehension' or 'composition' tasks, these vary significantly as they progress, 

and build upon knowledge and skills conveyed in earlier stages of each booklet.   

All booklets have been developed in line with curriculum content from the 'Department of 

Education English Programme of Study for Key Stage 1 and 2 of the National Curriculum in 

England'. 

  In all cases the work has been structured to build upon what has been addressed in previous 

sections of each booklet, ensuring that pupils develop both skills and understanding as they progress.   

Where tasks have been repeated, the content has been changed to ensure on-going interest, 

while reinforcing knowledge and skills. 

This booklet opens with revision of the alphabet, with the added challenge of committing 

letter rhymes to heart and drawing pictures inspired by the words on the page.  This task is in line 

with the National Curriculum for English expectation that pupils in Year 2 should start to 'build up a 

repertoire of poems learnt by heart, appreciating these and reciting some, with appropriate intonation 

to make the meaning clear.'  The booklet then goes on to teach spelling where all the vocabulary 

included is in line with National Curriculum guidelines on spelling from Year 1 to Year 2.  The 

homophones and possessive apostrophes sections were also included to be in keeping with the 

guidance from the National Curriculum - both are requirements for pupils in Year 2 and they are 

intended to stretch pupils entering the next year. 

 The final comprehension and composition sections introduce poems and prose, as a pupil at 

this level should, in line with National Curriculum expectations: 'develop pleasure in reading, 

motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by listening to, discussing and expressing views 

about a wide range of contemporary and classic poetry, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that 

at which they can read independently.  (They must discuss) the sequence of events in books and how 

items of information are related becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider range of 

stories, fairy stories and traditional tales.'  

 In addition to this, the composition sections linked to each short comprehension, aim to, in 

accordance with the National Curriculum, 'develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing 

by: writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and fictional) writing 

about real events, writing poetry, writing for different purposes.' 
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Comprehension and Composition 1 

Learning Objective 

 

This section deals with revision of the alphabet, with the added challenge of committing letter 

rhymes to heart and drawing pictures inspired by the words on the page.  

Revising the Alphabet – 1 Hour 

Read the letter rhymes out loud and draw pictures.  The 

first one has been done for you. Cover each rhyme and 

see if you remember it. 
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Read the letter rhymes out loud and draw pictures 

(continued).  Cover each rhyme and see if you remember 

it. 
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Read the letter rhymes out loud and draw pictures 

(continued).  Cover each rhyme and see if you remember 

it. 
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Read the letter rhymes out loud and draw pictures 

(continued).  Cover each rhyme and see if you remember 

it. 
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For the next letter you are given a picture and you must 

write the rhyme. 
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Use of English 

Learning Objective 

 

This section teaches spelling where all the vocabulary included is in line with National 

Curriculum guidelines on spelling from Year 1 to Year 2. Additional practice is given in basic 

sentence composition and comprehension. 

Spelling – 1 hour 

One letter is missing in each of the words below.  Fill in 

the missing letter.   

Choose from these letters:  
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Now copy these completed words onto the lines below. 

Use your neatest handwriting. 
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Write sentences with the words you have just copied.  

The first one has been done as an example. 
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Composition Task – 1 Hour 

Think of all the words you know that begin with the following letters: ‘a’, ‘b’, ‘c’, ‘d’, ‘e’.  

Write them down in the table below.  The first row has been done for you. 
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Read the sentences and add the missing words. The 

dashes indicate how many letter are in each word.  All the 

words are taken from the alphabet in the first 

comprehension section. 
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Comprehension and Composition 2 

Learning Objective 

 

This section deals with homophones and gives further practice with short poems, in keeping 

with the guidance from the National Curriculum - both are requirements for pupils in Year 2 

and they are intended to stretch pupils entering the next year. 

Revising the Alphabet – 1 Hour 

Read the letter rhymes out loud and draw pictures.  The 

first one has been done for you. Cover each rhyme and 

see if you remember it. 
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Read the letter rhymes out loud and draw pictures 

(continued).  Cover each rhyme and see if you remember 

it. 

 



~28~ 
 

  



~29~ 
 

 



~30~ 
 

Read the letter rhymes out loud and draw pictures 

(continued).  Cover each rhyme and see if you remember 

it. 
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For the next letter you are given a picture and you must 

write the rhyme. 
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Use of English 

Learning Objective 

 

This section develops homophones in more detail, giving pupils further practice in the skills 

they learned in earlier sections. Additional practice is given in spelling and word recognition in 

the composition section.  

Homophones – 1 hour 

Homophones are words with the same sound but a 

different spelling and meaning. 

Say these words out loud: 
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Look at these sentences.  Underline the correct words. 

e.g., The sun/son is hot today. 
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Look at these sentences.  Write in the correct homophone 

from the list; 

won/one here/hear 

sun/son bear/bare 

two/too/to  

 

The dashes correspond to the number of letters in the 

word. 
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Composition Task – 1 Hour 

Think of all the words you know that begin with the following letters: ‘l’, ‘m’, ‘n’, ‘o’, ‘p’.  

Write them down in the table below.  The first row has been done for you. 
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Read the sentences and add the missing words.   The 

dashes indicate how many letters are needed for each 

word.  All the words are taken from the alphabet in the 

second comprehension section. 
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Comprehension and Composition 3 

Learning Objective 

 

In keeping with the National Curriculum, this section further revises the alphabet, and deals 

with the use of possessive apostrophes and singular nouns. Further practice is given to allow 

pupils do develop their handwriting and spelling skills.  

Revising the Alphabet – 1 Hour 

Read the letter rhymes out loud and draw pictures.  Cover 

each rhyme and see if you remember it. 
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Read the letter rhymes out loud and draw pictures 

(continued).  Cover each rhyme and see if you remember 

it. 
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Read the letter rhymes out loud and draw pictures 

(continued).  Cover each rhyme and see if you remember 

it. 
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Use of English 

Possessive apostrophes – 1 hour 

Singular nouns. 

We add apostrophes to singular nouns to show 

possession of something, e.g., The girl's birthday. 

Look at the following sentences and choose the correct 

option. 
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~51~ 
 

Add apostrophes in the gaps. 
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Composition Task – 1 Hour 

Think of all the words you know that begin with the following letters: ‘s’, ‘t’, ‘u’, ‘v’, ‘w’.  

Write them down in the table below.  The first row has been done for you. 
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Read the sentences and add the missing words.   The 

dashes indicate how many letters are in each word.  All 

the words are taken from the alphabet in the third 

comprehension section. 
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Comprehension and Composition 4 

Learning Objective 

 

Building on earlier lessons, pupils gain further practice in the comprehension and 

memorization of poems, in addition to basic sentence composition and writing. These sections 

are designed to conform to the National Curriculum, to 'develop positive attitudes towards and 

stamina for writing by: writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real 

and fictional) writing about real events, writing poetry, writing for different purposes.' 

Reading a rhyme – 1 Hour 

Read this rhyme out loud.  

 

Mother Goose's Nursery Rhymes, Walter Crane 
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Read the rhyme again and answer these questions: 
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Draw a picture of the robin from the rhyme in the box 

below.  Include details from the rhyme. 

  



~61~ 
 

Use of English 

Learning Objective 

 

Reading comprehension and composition are further challenged and exercised here, with 

particular focus given to the concept of homophones, in keeping with National Curriculum 

requirements.  

Rhyming Words – 1 hour 

Which words in the 'The Robin' rhyme?  Look at the 

words at the end of the lines and write them down on the 

lines below. 
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Rhyming Words 

Underline the word in the table which has the same 

rhyming sound as the word on the left.  The first one has 

been done for you. 
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Write down words that rhyme with the following words: 

E.g., cat – fat 
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Composition Task – 1 Hour 

Here is the ‘Robin Rhyme’ you saw in the first task.  

Some of the words at the end of the lines are missing.  

See if you can remember the words before you check 

them with the real text. 
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Now write your own rhyme about a robin.  
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Comprehension and Composition 5 

Learning Objective 

 

Comprehension and memorisation skills are further developed here, and practice is given for 

the structuring of basic sentences.  

Reading a rhyme – 1 Hour 

Read this rhyme out loud.  

Mother Goose's Nursery Rhymes, Walter Crane 
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Read the rhyme again and answer these questions: 
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Draw a picture of the children playing in the box below. 
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Use of English 

Learning Objective 

 

Building on earlier lessons in a more challenging manner, reading comprehension and 

composition are further challenged and exercised here, with particular focus given to the 

concept of homophones. 

Rhyming Words – 1 hour 

Which words rhyme in 'Old Mother Goose'?  Look at the 

words at the end of the lines and write them down on the 

lines below. 
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Rhyming Words 

Underline the word in the table which has the same 

rhyming sound as the words in 'Old Mother Goose'.  The 

first one has been done for you. 
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Write down words that rhyme with the following words: 

E.g., cat – fat 
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Composition Task – 1 Hour 

Here is the 'Old Mother Goose' rhyme you saw in the 

first task.  Some of the words at the end of the lines are 

missing.  See if you can remember the words before you 

check them with the real text. 
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Now write your own poem about children playing. 
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Comprehension and Composition 6 

Learning Objective 

 

These comprehension and composition lessons are designed to be more challenging than 

previous exercises, allowing pupils to further develop their skills and understanding of poems 

and homophones. In addition, the concept of synonyms is developed here.  

Reading a story– 1 Hour 

Read this story out loud.  
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Aesop's fables 

Try to remember the story.  Tell someone what it was 

about. 

Read the story again and answer these questions: 
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Draw a picture of the man and the trees in the box below. 
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Composition Task – 1 Hour 

Here is the 'The Man and the Wood' story you saw in the 

first task.  Some of the words at the end of the lines are 

missing.  See if you can remember the words before you 

check them with the real text. 
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Similar words 

Look at the first adjective and choose a similar adjective 

from the list. 

 

Find similar words for these adjectives: 
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Comprehension and Composition 7 

Learning Objective 

 

Reading comprehension and composition is further developed here, in addition to challenging 

pupils’ ability to memorise and recite poems. Later sections additionally cover the topic of 

antonyms. 

Reading a story– 1 Hour 

Read this story out loud.  
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Jorinda and Joribel, Fairy Tales by the Brothers' Grimm 
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Try to remember the story.  Tell someone what it was 

about. 

Read the story again and answer these questions: 
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Draw a picture of the old fairy in the box below. 
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Composition Task – 1 Hour 

Here is the 'Jorinda and Joribel' rhyme you saw in the first 

task.  Some of the words at the end of the lines are 

missing.  See if you can remember the words before you 

check them with the real text. 
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Jorinda and Joribel, Fairy Tales by the Brothers Grimm 
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Opposite Words 

Look at the first adjective and choose an opposite 

adjective from the list. 

 

Find opposite words for these adjectives: 
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Comprehension and Composition 8 

Learning Objective 

 

Comprehension and memorisation skills are further developed here, using reading materials 

more challenging than in previous sections.  

Reading a story– 1 Hour 

Read this story out loud.  
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Try to remember the story.  Tell someone what it was 

about. 

Read the story again and answer these questions: 
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Draw a picture of the twelve princesses in the box below. 
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Composition Task – 1 Hour 

Here is 'The twelve Dancing Princesses' story you saw in 

the first task.  Some of the words at the end of the lines 

are missing.  See if you can remember the words before 

you check them with the real text. 
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Now write down a fairy tale that you remember well. 
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Comprehension and Composition 9 

Learning Objective 

 

This section is designed to further challenge pupils’ reading comprehension and memorisation 

skills, developing on previous readings.  

Reading a rhyme – 1 Hour 

Read this rhyme out loud.  



~100~ 
 

Mother Goose's nursery rhymes – Walter Crane 
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Try to remember the rhyme.  Tell someone what it was 

about. 

Read the rhyme again and answer these questions: 
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Draw a picture of the Walrus and the Carpenter in the 

box below. 
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Composition Task – 1 Hour 

Here is 'The Walrus and The Carpenter' rhyme you saw in 

the first task.  Some of the words are missing.  See if you 

can remember the words before you check them with the 

real text. 
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Now write your own rhyme about a Walrus and a beach. 
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Comprehension and Composition 10 

Learning Objective 

 

This section is designed to be the most challenging of the comprehension and composition 

sections, challenging the skills pupils have learned to now. Pupils are given the chance to  

Reading a story– 1 Hour 

Read this story out loud.  
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The Frog Prince, Fairy Tales by the Brothers Grimm. 
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Try to remember the story.  Tell someone what it was 

about. 

Read the story again and answer these questions: 
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Draw a picture of the Princess and the frog in the box 

below. 
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Composition Task – 1 Hour 

Here is 'The Frog-Prince' story you saw in the first task.  

Some of the words are missing.  See if you can remember 

the words before you check them with the real text. 



~115~ 
 



~116~ 
 

  



~117~ 
 

Now write your own story about a princess and a frog. 
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Rhymes and illustrations are taken from Edward Lear's 'Nonsense Book' 




