Challenge 4A Answer
My dear Nicholas,

Your Uncle’s revelation concerning his work on meteorology begins to explain his move
into mathematics following the War. I always wondered why he had left the laboratories
and factories, but his experience of industry must have soured as he saw the suffering
that new inventions were causing on the battlefields. I have no knowledge of the work he
subsequently did, and the few people I have asked have been strangely unable, or perhaps
reluctant, to tell me anything of value.

The detective you hired to look into the mysterious figures on the island has contacted
me with a report on his investigations. He was able to trace two men who had been making
enquiries about your circumstances, but unfortunately they seem to have been alerted to
his investigations and left Malta two weeks ago. He has a contact in the shipping
company who was able to track their movements via the wireless telegraph, and they
disembarked from a commercial ship in Tilbury. At his urging a clerk was assigned to
follow them and they were last seen entering a building in Whitehall. I fear that you
may be of interest to the government, but I am at a loss to know why. Even having
deciphered the fourth section of the will, which again was encrypted using a keyword
cipher, it is still not clear how the events of so long ago could pose a risk to you
now. On the other hand it is clear that Tiberius did not entirely trust the VERONA
agents. I hope that the fifth chapter, which I will leave to you, will begin to explain
why.

Kind regards,
Charles

Challenge 4B Answer
Plaintext

I have only a hazy recollection of the events of the next few months. The rain fell
incessantly and the trenches, and our boots, filled with water. I spent many hours with
fingers frozen as I took readings of wind direction and force, and experimented with
nozzle designs for our gas weapon. I was haunted by the memory of the dawn firing squad
and by the suffering of our troops following the German attack and I was seized by an
urgency that blocked all feeling of common humanity with the enemy. The Fabulists had
done their job well.

It quickly became apparent to me that forecasting atmospheric conditions would be of
crucial importance in determining how and when to use the weapon without unduly
jeopardizing our own troops. After several months in the trenches taking measurements I
returned to VERONA HQ and began work on a new statistical model of wind movements based
on the work of Bayes. You had joined up and been sent to the front by this time, and as
I laboured I began to hear tales of your heroism in battle. I was ashamed to be enjoying
the comforts of the Chateau, but by then I was obsessed with the belief that my work
could end the war quickly and that I might save you and hundreds of thousands of young
men like you.

Finally beginning to make progress on the difficult task of analyzing wind patterns I
showed my work to Valentine and Proteus and to my surprise they immediately reassigned
me to another division.

I can see now that the safe deployment of the weapon was a secondary concern for them
and they were preoccupied with the lethal power it would convey. I think they were
disappointed that I had failed to engage in the design of new poisons, but I could never
do that. I still recalled my horror as I listened to Hahn in Berlin describing the
effects of mustard gas. There was something chilling in the contrast between the cold
dispassion of a scientific lecture and the vileness of the results he reported, and I
could not bring myself to work in the laboratories.

Looking back I can see that the Fabulists needed me out of the way in order to carry out
the next step of their plan, however, in reassigning me, the two gentlemen from VERONA
had made a very bad mistake.
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