Challenge 7A



Challenge 7B

PAPOCH HQMAVR MEVCEC RAOICW QRQDRI CKOMLR CRKHCT VRLVII LCKPOA QIXLHI CNAVPK FOICTH
RKHFGS ARLDAO BFICHE CAEFMB IBCIOC FBHQRR UHPHAC CEITET HREHIA FBNEYE BPCHCC CEVILA
CSCOCC LHVCCL KYQPCL OSCLLK HSCLCS ACHYQD ELYPRD IIYQRF DLIBVC KUMKEM BHAOSI KCEVRM
BITIEH RIELKI CCYPAF OHRECC EHCRXE RCTSVR LSLRKP AQHRHI VOCQOL HGAAHC EAORBQ VIILCK
POAOEL KICCYU HCLVFE XUVSAR LVRQRH QCTCRB ERDCCE SCCYOS KCONRE QRKCTQ EIRPRK YOOROR
HNAERH VQOXIHP CEFLLQ KCAEQE FHSAMI KCMCRC DLHIHE NIHCBP YOCIMG PCCVAE QIHXEA OGAOLK
ROLNLK EDAQDO RHCCAP CCCYQK CSBHCA EHCEYL VSTAAD KYPHPC CVSKFK LICKCR CEDHTE IRCEKC
ACHFIL CCSABL DKCMCU SDOCMI BNLRCC DERSQC LLCBPC HTHVQO MSILAQ BLBOIV SIPCEP OOLSCS
ERRSOE VSCIQC ACCPLD KYSCRC LHYORO LDIOCC ICBXKE PCLZSK HAMEMI KCRRCH YPPOOI KFDUSK
MRRHQC OSCXMM EKCCCH THACHU AIHHYP CMEFCB HHPDIO CFBMLK THVEKA OVYPII VLICCC SCELIH
YQIEAC ESCVQH SQUEEA EGCLOU HCENVE IHHEEE OCVQDC CEEICE KCHAHM EQPVII LCKPOA OHRELC
EERFPA POLMMP TAAHSE OHCHFG SEQEIV GHEFIB QKLDAQ BLRKCR HTQCHK SKYPER RRKQAM ESQIRD
ASEICY POOCSO ARCLIY OHRERD WPIBVC ROKIEL YOHREB PRBXVP IIHSHC SCTVRO ULRDLI FRMCTF
GSFPRD KFETAM RLINAC VREECA RSRVIY PACOIQ OHYSIQ YAQRFE GEIBKC ELIPCI OCDERS QCNCRL
HTSLCC HARCMF EMPDCE IKIRAA KFICCQ SKCPQO VCVRPC HQKACP CERRCC GACVQW MPXAYD ENHUFV
FIRQZD RTVTOM ZMXQYT ZDMZIW MDETAL ZTMXRT NPXRSL AXMRGE AUQTWM OAZLOA TVDRNP DMCUDV
NHMUMU ZLKOGT DREIZL CCIAUS UYHHON IIDNPL VOTCMS LSCWMO ZFYQXO MHANAZ OFKSZO RZOZCA
VUHWTR ZPTYLW AIWIOZ YNTOVE VQZRZL IHELKU DCHYEI VEIVUH QCIIEM VSCANL NAULIZ QWUOVC
HPQDNU YHLUMG UNFYTD EOSTYX RMYLLQ TFSCAF VLFSKO UMMSXO AALZTM XRTNUL IZQWUO WIMIEG
YOAFSR TIEMOE QTWMEFM CUXMUX AOWUOV TLMOMD OZMXWM DUXNHA XOYSLQ TIHSQE QOTCVL AWIARL
OXIKVT UKIUSC YXWAWE UOLLQU OWTFMA COZDQO AAWLLT VTHQRZ MQKSUE MEPTSO XUICXN TDOWNR
ZGWUOY TGUSIW MSMUMO XPHKSV OXOWMC NDOTLU MENDCW EUUIVO LLNFZT GVWMCZ TWKHIS TIZONN
ATECUC YCCTYZ DOLKAR YITXCT ULIIOT OCYSVC XMTKZT FOXAWN VQSMAZ CVENAD PBANQT WKUGAT
IZOYDE ALLOVA PTVZTD XZACOZ SCYLPT XLCPUC YXEFNEU LOYCPC FXGTST TVEKID MUAYOY AVZWUW
IKIIWI PRXLLO VDKUMY ZILAOZ TDOVAR ZIIURZ VSEOVQ XEVZEV FAWMET OPECKK YEALQT VCECMN
YUKDVP HLWMSE CYCLNV QUDUEM NEFYNSV RZWLMC HVTAAL ZTMXRT NPQDNT WNIWRV REUENY VKRVVY
VQOHLO ATQTIX EAPUIX KVLTVC XMTMXW ELSQUI ATXOWU MXMXZC YCTOYS ARYIZD REUTDO ZRUDIX
OWQDNF LPVXKU DYSXTR WOWQDN IZXKSU CQZIPI FFWMDE PHTYXA QCQPUF OATAYQ CZGVWS OEIDMV
FEDNSN RNHEEZ OVMADH CULOVZ ASRXLA UKQDMA XNOLPO GTDOLK ARYKDE EMYTTW IOIUDZ AMAPCZ
OYXLUV CYCZWI TPCUCU TQYFEA WMXLKW AWITEO DA

Challenge 6A Answer

Dear Nicholas, things are much clearer now, and I realize the danger you are in. I was
visited today by two gentlemen matching the description of Valentine and Proteus. They
claimed to be acting for the government and were asking if I knew where to find you.
They clearly were aware that you had left Malta, but fortunately had not, as far as I
can tell, traced you here.

They were most insistent that they needed to talk with you, saying that the government
was owed a substantial sum from the estate of your Uncle and that they wished to discuss
terms for repayment. I have to say that I was impressed by their ingenuity. They might
equally have claimed to be offering you a sum owed to Tiberius, but the tale they spun
carried just the right level of threat to be (almost) convincing.

I deciphered the latest chapter of your Uncle’s will with little more difficulty than I
had encountered with the previous section. It was very similar in spirit, and indeed
used the same tabula recta, though the encryption algorithm was slightly different. I
believe it is known as the Beaufort cipher.

I recommend that you stay away from London for a little while, until we have considered
what we must do to protect you. I have contacts who may be able to help.

Very best wishes,

Charles



Challenge 6B Answer

The machinations of the Fabulists had been exposed to me in the intercept I decrypted
for Room Forty. They were intent on developing cruel weapons capable of demoralizing and
injuring large numbers of enemy soldiers in defiance of all natural laws of warfare.

I had already been exposed to the horror of modern conflict and their plans filled me
with revulsion, but I could not have guessed at the full depth of their depravity until
I had read the full text of their message, which was an invitation to a demonstration of
the weapon. They proposed to test it on Prisoners of War held at a camp near the French
border which at that stage was under VERONA guard, and I imagined, since it was
difficult to believe that all of VERONA were privy to the Fabulists’ foul plot, that it
was under the direct control of Proteus and Valentine.

In my horror I resolved to travel there at full speed determined to confront them and to
expose their vile plan. The majority of soldiers, both commissioned officers and
enlisted men, are decent honourable men who would be horrified by what I had uncovered.
Unfortunately the one man I chose to entrust with the knowledge I had gained, a young
lieutenant colonel, was a partner in the crimes of the Fabulists. He had proven his
valour at the Front, and like me he had been revolted by what he had seen. I was sure he
would share my revulsion, but his hatred of the enemy was too strong and he was excited
by what I told him, sure that the new weapon would end the war. He saw victory where I
saw a crime.



