Top tips for reading with your child at home..
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Try to read with your child every day and make it a pleasurable experience.
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Find time to devote to your child and concentrate on enjoyment of the
book.
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10 minutes quality time is better than half an hour whilst you are trying to
do other things!
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Encourage your child by praising them and positively reinforcing their
progress.
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Before reading, take time to look closely at the cover of the book. Identify
the title, author’s name and illustrator. What is the picture about? Does it
give us any ideas as to what the story is about? Is there any information on
the back of the book?(the blurb)
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While reading, help your child understand the book by stopping at
appropriate places to ask questions e.g. what is happening to the
characters? Why do you think this happened? What might happen next?
Has this ever happened to you?
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If your child stumbles over a word, give them time to self-correct rather
than telling them immediately. Say” listen to what you have read to see if it



makes sense. Can you work it out?” Your child can use phonic strategies to
help. Don’t underestimate the importance of the illustrations.
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e Do not feel you must complete a book at one sitting. Some stories require
more time and thought from your child.
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e If your mother tongue is not English, you can explain words in your own
language to help understanding.
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e Some reading books have notes to help, already published on the inside
cover. Use them for guidance.
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e Finally, if you are stressed about their reading, your child is likely to be
stressed too. Promote enjoyment!
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