
English as an Additional Language (EAL)

June 2021



Introduction to the department

English as an Additional Language (EAL) is designed to help students:

• Develop their language skills. 

• Learn about school life.

• Learn how to talk and interact with people.

• Get the best out of their education. 



Intensive support programme

• We offer an intensive support 
programme that assists 
students in accessing the 
school curriculum. 

• EAL lessons are integrated to 
give the students practice in 
all the major skills – reading, 
writing, listening and 
speaking 

• Training in vocabulary and 
grammar acquisition.



EAL Teachers & Staff



The Classes

• We run four classes for Years 1 
and 2. 

• The classes are small
• The students are encouraged to 

work hard and develop 
resilience and independence.

• The children form good 
relationships with their 
teachers, 

• The children benefit from being 
given focused support and 
attention. 



Assessment

• At BSB, we use the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages 
(CEFR) for assessing the students in reading, writing, listening and speaking. 

• The CEFR starts at A1, the lowest level, and continues up to C2, complete 
fluency.



Assessment

• Before students enter BSB, they usually take a short online computer-based 
test which gives a broad CEFR level. 

• We also give students 4 tests throughout the year to monitor their progress 
and to help us target areas students need to develop. 

• For this, we use a version of the CEFR that breaks each level into three more 
refined levels:



Entering and exiting the programme

• In Key Stage 1, students whose English level is below CEFR B1 in listening and 
speaking are required to take EAL until their skills are assessed to be at CEFR 
B1.

• In Key Stage 2, students whose English is below CEFR B1 in reading, writing, 
listening or speaking take EAL until all skills attain B1.3 level. 



Why B1?

• B1 is the halfway point of 
the CEFR scale and is the 
‘independent learner’ level. 

• It means they can function 
in a classroom and can use 
the material and learning 
they receive to further their 
own language. 

• Below this level, students 
need support in order to 
function in a native-
speaking environment. 



Why B1?

• B1 does not mean that the student’s language level is perfect. 
• It means that they are at the point where they are able to use the native-

speaking environment to make progress. 



How long will children be on the programme

• For any language acquired 
outside of the original family 
environment (that is, a second 
language) there are no age or 
time-related milestones. 

• Children vary hugely in the 
time it takes them to develop 
the various language skills. 

• Speaking skills can often be 
successfully acquired in 1-2 
years but academic 
communication (which is what 
our students need to succeed 
in their subjects) can take 
longer.



How long will children be on the programme

• How long it takes to learn a second 
language is dependent on such 
factors as psychology and 
personality.

• Our EAL department, aims to provide 
the best possible  situation for 
language learning and students 
spend on average 1-2 years on the 
programme. 

• For example, if a child enters BSB 
with low A2 skills, they may need a 
year to develop these to a high B1 
level.

• A child who enters at A1 may need 2 
years or more before they can be 
considered independent learners. 



• In our experience, the 
language skill that takes the 
longest to develop is 
writing. So we encourage 
the children to begin right 
away developing their 
writing skills. 

• Students are continually 
being assessed for 
progress.

• If we do become concerned 
we will contact their 
parents, class teachers and 
make a plan together.

How long will children be on the programme



Communication with parents

• EAL teachers send an email 
to new parents introducing 
themselves and inviting the 
parents to read and look at 
the EAL posts and photos 
on Seesaw that is updated 
every week.  

• EAL teachers welcome 
personal communication 
with parents through 
Seesaw. 



Cambridge Super Minds

Super Minds
• This is an exciting course that helps young learners' thinking skills, 

sharpening their memory while improving their language skills.
• While the books explore social values, the course enhances the students' 

thinking skills and creativity. 
• Engaging characters accompany learners on their journey, each with 

special powers. As the students grow, so do the characters, and new faces 
are introduced every two levels.



Cambridge Super Minds

The Student's Book include 
exercises to develop:

• Creativity

• cross-curricular thinking 

• ‘English for school’ sections

• lively stories that explore 
social values.



Cambridge Super Minds

The DVD-ROM features: 
• animated stories, 
• interactive games 
• activities including 

videokes, 
• lively songs with karaoke 

versions
• fun activities focusing on 

each unit's vocabulary and 
grammar.





Developing speaking skills in the classroom

The children are encouraged 
to use their speaking skills 
during every lesson. Some 
methods include:
• Natural communication 

with the teacher and 
students

• Games
• Songs
• Role-play
• Discussions
• Presentations
• Questions



Developing listening skills in the classroom

We develop listening skills 
through:

• Natural communication
• Focused listening 

activities
• Games
• Questions
• Discussions



Developing reading skills in the classroom

• The children begin by learning the key 
vocabulary of the individual units. 

• This is supported by bright coloured pictures. 
• The children listen and learn how to say the 

words. 
• The children use the vocabulary within a 

grammar focus. 
• The children practice reading the vocabulary 

and the sentences. 
• The vocabulary and sentence structures will be 

repeated through out the units in different 
activities so the children can learn how to use 
them. 

• The homework support also supports the 
language focus. 



Developing writing skills in the classroom

• All language learned in EAL 
begins through speaking and 
listening activities.

• The children will then 
contextualize their learning 
through a range of activities 
including reading.

• The final stage of the process is 
writing the words and 
sentences from the unit. 

• This is often the part that takes 
the longest. 



How can I help my child at home? 

• Complete the weekly homework tasks on Seesaw.



How can I help my child at home? 




