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Phdooophy
Stotemandd

Our Mizoion

“Inspiring dynamic, respectful
and compassionate global
citizens”

An environment of intercultural understanding and
integrity. A place where everyone is involved, valued
and happy. A hub of innovation, enabling creativity
and contemporary learning. A community where
individuals succeed and make a difference.

“We are many communities,
but we are one”

Ouvr Valuwes

We believe in the active engagement of the whole
community. We believe that contemporary learning
takes place when we are creative, collaborative and
connected. We also believe that we have a shared
humanity and we need to demonstrat compassion
and ethical responsibility by enriching each other
through our differences.

"Cm&tﬁ heards,
Aoy windy"

Grlobal
Campws

The global campus connects the Nord Anglia family
of 44 schools and over 35,000 students around the
world, giving our students daily access to global
opportunities. This allows our students to develop a
truly international perspective through outstanding
online, in-school and worldwide experiences.

Global Campus offers
learning opportunities that
empower, excite, inspire and
challenge our students.

Our students have the opportunity to travel overseas,
collaborate with students around the world and
benefit from Nord Anglia Education’s outstanding
global partnerships.
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ow @MO’MJL Libuary
The NISC Library is located on the ground floor and
the Maker Space is location on the frist floor of the Hub

building. Itis open during the following times:
Monday - Friday: 7:30 am - 4:30 pm.

The library provides 24/7 access to subscription
databases, resource lists, pathfinders, and online
learning opportunities.  The library supports the
MYP Approaches to Learning and DP Extended Essay
through the instruction of 21st century information
literacy skills.

The librarian works in collaboration with teachers
to promote lifelong learning and a love of literacy.
The librarian also manages the collection and sets
program and collection goals. As a community library,
we serve students, teachers and parents. If you have
any resources you would like the library to acquire,
please communicate your recommendations to the
library staff.

The Maker Space is a creative environment which, in
parternship with MITm explores all things ST.E.AM.

b&@@.%@&mz@wnmm

NISC believes that ICT plays an essential role in
empowering learners to become knowledgeable and
active global citizens and inspiring them to be ethical,
respectful and compassionate global leaders. ICT
supportsstudentsengageinabalanced programwhich
offers opportunities for social, physical, emotional,
artistic, and intellectual development. In order to
meet these goal, students need to understand human,
cultural, and societal issues related to technology and
practice legal and ethical behavior. NISC Secondary
School students are expected to:

Advocate and practice safe, legal, and responsible

use of information and technology.

+ At school we use technology that supports our
learning.

+  We keep in mind the amount of time we spend
using screens and balance F2F with online
interactions.

« We ensure that the information, images and
materials we post online will not put us at risk.

«  We are careful not to publish personal details,
contact details or a schedule of activities.

«  We are proactive in protecting passwords,
accounts and resources.

Exhibit a positive attitude toward using technology

that supports collaboration, learning, and

productivity

«  We show respect to others.

«  We don’t abuse our rights of access and don’t
enter other people’s private spaces or areas.

«  We don’t use electronic mediums to flame, bully,
harass or stalk other people.

«  We show respect for other people in the choice of
websites we visit.

Demonstrate personal responsibility for lifelong

learning

«  Before we post anything we always consider how
sharing information about our life, experiences,
experimentation or relationships might impact

our future.

«  Wesuitably cite any and all use of websites, books,
media etc.

«  We acknowledge all primary and secondary
sources.

«  We use free and open source or purchase, license
and register all software.

«  We purchase music and media, and refrain from
distributing these in a manner that violates their
licenses.

Exhibit leadership for digital citizenship

We report any attacks or inappropriate behavior
directed to ourselves or others and we seek support
from our parents, teachers, counselors, and
appropriate organizations and authorities.

We protect others by reporting abuse, not forwarding
inappropriate materials or communications and not
visiting sites that are degrading or inappropriate.

We report conversations that are inappropriate or
unacceptable.
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Rights & Respanachiboties

NISC aims to promote a positive working and social
environment. Members of the school community
are expected to be honest and to treat each other
with respect and dignity. The IB philosophy actively
cultivates this aim throughout its Primary Years
Programme, Middle Years Programme and Diploma
Programme.

Students at NISC have the right to learn in a mutually
respectful and safe environment. Respect for self,
peers, faculty and school is expected of all students.
Students are responsible for their choices and actions
and are expected to conduct themselves ethically,
responsibly, and compassionately. Students are
expected to act in a manner that reflects positively on
NISC while at school, school sponsored events, school
trips or in the wider community.

The aim of all IB programmes is to develop
internationally minded people who, recognising
their common humanity and shared guardianship of
the planet help to create a better and more peaceful
world. Northbridge International School Cambodia’s
approach to behaviour management utilizes
the IB philosophy by emphasising cooperation,
achievement, respect and empathy. An emphasis is
placed on:

« Students being guided in their understanding that
with rights come responsibilities.

« Teachers providing an environment in which
positive behaviour is rewarded and inappropriate
behaviour is modified.

«  Encouraging appropriate behaviour

«  NISC’s restorative approach to behaviour
management.

It is our aim to nurture well-balanced, mature
individuals who are able to take responsibility for their
own actions and who will grow to be valued members
of the international community.

We expect students to behave, both in and out of
school, in a courteous manner that will bring respect
and honour to the school, their families, and their own
communities.

Students have the right to learn in a mutually
respectful and safe environment. For this to happen,
students must realize that their personal behaviour is
a key determinant of the school’s environment. An IB
student has many responsibilities and expectations.
Students should also be aware that performance in
the last years of High School is the key to university
admission. Universities look notonly at grades but also
for evidence of maturity and responsibility. A student
record with instances of inappropriate behaviour and
behaviour consequences (i.e. suspensions, letters
concerning malpractice, etc.) would not be to a
student’s advantage.
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Qcmwﬁ Student Rules

Students are expected to behave in a courteous
and responsible manner at all times.

« Students are expected to keep all school areas
clean and tidy and to clean up after they have
used an area.

«  Public displays of affection between students is
considered inappropriate behaviour.

+  Cellular phones must be switched to silent during
lesson times and only used during recess.

«  Students are responsible for using their provided
lockers and ensuring that they are locked.

« Intentional damage to the premises or to
educational materials or books will be billed to
the student’s parents. Penalties for vandalism are
severe and, in all cases, the student’s parents will
be informed.

« Students are encouraged to not bring expensive
personalitemsto school. If such items are brought
to school, it is the student’s responsibility to keep
the items stored in their locked lockers. There is
a Lost Property Box in the Main secondary office.

«  Students may not leave the school site without
permission. Students will need to provide the
Secondary School Secretary in the Secondary
Office with a written request from the parents who
will provide an off-campus pass.

« The possession of illegal drugs, tobacco, alcohol,
or weapons at school or official out-of-school
activities may result in expulsion.

« Students are to behave in a courteous fashion, use
good manners and show respect for teachers and
school personnel at all times.

« Students who are habitually late to school will
receive a lateness detention of one hour after
school.

AS upportive Schrol Envinonment

In order to encourage and facilitate a respectful

supportive school environment where all students

can learn in a conducive atmosphere we provide a

structured Homeroom Advisory Programme with

homeroom advisors and counsellor support. The

Homeroom Advisory Programme seeks to:

« Reinforce student’s sense of identity and cultural
awareness.

« Develop inter-personal skills and respect for
others.

«  Foster student recognition and development of
universal human values.

«  Equip students with the skills to learn and acquire
knowledge

« Helpstudents develop personal health awareness

«  Give students a support system to help them with
personal concerns

The intention is that our homeroom programme, with
counsellor support, will lead to students conducting
themselves according to our student code of conduct
and displaying appropriate behaviour at all times.

Studant Code of Comduct

The School Code of Conduct outlines 2 main types of
behaviour: Appropriate and Inappropriate.

Appropriate Behaviour

Positive behaviour is demonstrated by students:

«  Who are cooperative and considerate of others.

«  Who follow school and safety rules.

«  Whosolve theirown problems if possible and seek
help when necessary.

+  Who are courteous.

«  Whowork co-operatively as well asindependently.

«  Who use materials and equipment in an
appropriate way.

«  Who are responsible.

«  Who make sensible choices with their behaviour/
inappropriate behaviour.
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NISC Academic Ondegacty Prlicy

As an IB World School, NISC uses the IB Learner

Profile. Our students strive to become inquirers,
knowledgeable, thinkers, communicators, principled,
open-minded, caring, risk-takers, balanced and
reflective. Academic integrity encompasses a set of
values and skills that are essential for the students’
development as principled communicators, who use
information responsibly. It is the responsibility of
all members of the NISC community to enforce and
maintain a high level of academic integrity.

NISC will instruct students on proper research and
citation techniques as well as the responsible and
ethical use of information. Students are expected to
understand the definitions of plagiarism and cheating
and to adhere to the guidelines set forth in this policy.
NISC will take disciplinary action to address cases of
academic dishonesty.

Cheating is defined as seeking an advantage by unfair
or dishonest means on an assignment or assessment.

Plagiarism is defined by Merriam Webster Online
Dictionary as: “...to steal and pass off (the ideas or
words of another) as one’s own; [to] use (another’s
production) without crediting the source; to present
as new and original an idea or product derived from
an existing source”.

Plagiarism does not necessarily involve intentional

deception, it may include:

+ Using another author’s words or ideas without
giving proper citation or credit.

+  Representing someone else’s words or ideas as
your own (copying directly from another’s work).

« Having someone else complete or contribute
substantially to the work (such as a sibling, tutor
or friend) and turning it in as one’s own.

« Failing to properly apply quotation marks to a
quotation.

«  Giving incorrect information about the source of
a quotation

« Changing words but copying the sentence
structure, intent or facts of a source without giving
credit.

Specific expectations regarding academic honesty

are made of students at all levels of the MYP and

DP. The academically honest student is expected

to understand the expectations taught during ATL

sessions and:

« Document source material in a formal and
appropriate manner.

« Usedirect quotation appropriately.

« Understand the concepts of plagiarism.

« Acknowledges explicitly and appropriately help
provided by another person

Does not:
« Copy the internal assessment work of other
students.

«  Give another student his/her own work to copy.

«  Present material written by another as his/her
own.

«  Present artistic or creative work in any medium
that has literally been reproduced except in a
manner allowed by the teacher or permitted by
the examination rules.

Consequences will vary depending on the seriousness
and frequency of the offense in question, at the
discretion of the Head of Secondary.  Academic
consequences may range from a warning to no credit
awarded for an assignment. In extreme cases no
credit may be awarded for the course. In addition to
the academic consequences, students may receive
discipline consequences ranging from a documented
warning to suspension. Extreme cases may result in
the student’s expulsion from NISC.
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Howework Revponaihilition

Students are responsible for:

+ Recording assignments appropriately in their
Student Planner or digital organizer.

« Asking for assistance from the teacher if the
instructionsareunclearorarenotfully understood.

+  Developing a homework routine.

« Completing and turning in assignments on time
and to the best of their ability.

+  Following up on work with your teacher and peers
- after attempting to complete an

« assignment independently.

«  Catchingupon homework when absent, including
staying apprised of missed work.

Teachers are responsible for:

« Ensuring that assignments are recorded and
added to the Managebac system.

«  Giving sufficient time for students to record their
homework in their chosen organiser.

« Providing a range of relevant and meaningful
assignments and tasks during the school year.

«  Modifying expectations, when necessary, to meet
the needs of individual students.

«  Correcting and providing feedback on homework
so that student learning is enhanced.

« Ensuring that assignments are understood by
students.

« Encouraging students to seek assistance when
necessary.

« Communicating with parents when homework
is not completed on time either by email or

telephone.
Atendance Policy and poovible loos
o’fmedd'
Subject teachers record class attendance on

Managebac at the beginning of each lesson. The
number of absences for each subject is indicated on
the school Semester report. Parents may also access
attendance and other academic information via the

Parent access on Managebac. Please contact the
Secondary School Secretary if you do not currently
have Managebac parent access.

The amount of time a student actually spends
‘doing  homework’ depends upon many factors,
most noticeably the use of social media whilst doing
homework. But as a guide, students should expect
to spend the following amount of time each night
working on the tasks set.

Grade6-8 60min per night
Grade 9 80min per night
Grade 10 90min per night
Grade 11 & 12 150min per night

The Personal Project in Grade 10 will require a
considerable amount of extra time outside of school
hours and should be planned for by the student
accordingly.

Grade 11 and Grade 12 will require extra time for
Extended Essay, TOK, and Review.

Parents are responsible for:

«  Providing students with the time, materials and
facilities for work at home.

«  Regularly checking the student planner and/or
Managebac calendar.

« Assisting students to develop a homework
routine.

«  Ensuring that students work on their
assignments.

«  Encouraging effort, achievement and a positive
attitude towards homework.
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Student Senvices & &L[a'pm}

Aher School Activition (ASA)
Programme

The After School Activities (ASAs) programme at NISC
provides participating students with the opportunity
to broaden their interests and skills in areas that
complement the regular school programme.

ASAs provide a wide range of activities which promote
skill developmentand social and personal growth. The
activities include options for students to participate
in sports, visual arts, performing arts, ICT, language
learning and more. Activities vary with each session
depending on scheduling and availability of facilities.
Fees are charged for participation in ASAs and costs for
activities differ.

Activity schedules and registrations form are available
in the NISC Administration office at the beginning of
every session.

Fald Taip amd Travel Policas
Educational field study trips are an important part
of the school’s overall co- and extra-curricular
programme. They play an integral role in students’
intercultural learning experiences. It is expected that
all students will participate in planned field trips.
When afield trip is planned, parents will receive notice
of the trip and related details including any costs
associated with the trip. Parents are required to sign
a permission slip allowing their child to go on the trip.
We also ask parents to sign a local field trip permission
slip that will be valid the entire school year. Students
without permission will be ineligible to attend the trip.
Students should come prepared for varying weather
conditions, which includes bringing a hat, sunscreen,
and a raincoat when appropriate.

Onderscholantic Sportd and
Ex s — MRISA

The Mekong River International Schools Association
(MRISA) is our regional sports and activities league,
of which NISC is a charter member. The organization
is made up of eight international schools: NISC,
International School of Phnom Penh, Vientiane

International School, International School of Ho Chi
Minh City, Saigon South International School, Hanoi
International School, United Nations International
School in Hanoi, and the International School Eastern
Seaboard in Thailand. Teams compete against other
local international schools throughout the season,
culminating in the MRISA Sport Exchange. The
Sports Exchanges are broken into two divisions:
Junior (Grades 6 to 8), 14 years of age or younger
by the first day of competition; and Senior (Grades
9 to 12), 18 years or younger by the first day of
competition. Sports exchanges offer students two
days of competition against the other MRISA schools
as well as the opportunity to make new friends and
experience different cultures. Students participating in
an exchange are expected to take part in all practices
leading up to the event. In addition to the practice
schedule, athletes will compete against other local
teams in preparation for an exchange. A schedule of
these games is published at the beginning of each
sports season.

Students are expected to cover all travel costs
associated with MRISA exchanges, including required
travel insurance. When NISC is hosting a MRISA event,
it is our hope that our students and their families will
support this exchange with their time and energy
and/or by providing accommodation for visiting
participants.

Travel/Health Insurance:  Ensuring the safety of
children is our top priority. To that end, NISC will
require and provide travel insurance for all children
when they travel on school sponsored trips outside
of Cambodia. The insurance will cover lost luggage,
cancellation of tickets, medical care, and emergency
evacuation. The cost of the insurance will be added
to the expenses for the trip and will not exceed $35.00.

21






Student Parent Handbook

201F - 18

Health Services MRM‘WJ‘D
The school’s Health Room is overseen by a registered
nurse. The Health Room is provisioned with medical
kits and other items to deal with minor illnesses
and injuries. The services of the Health Room are
available throughout the school day. For emergency
needs, a school vehicle is available for transporting
an ill or injured student to a local clinic or to their
home. Parents are notified immediately whenever an
emergency occurs.

With their teacher’s permission, an ill or injured
student may check in at the Health Room at any time
during the school day. Otherwise, a teacher may refer
a student to the school nurse for specific reasons -
personal health, hygiene concerns, or other problems
related to their health and general wellbeing.

Reminder: Parents are required to provide emergency
contact information for each child enrolled at NISC.
The school will call the emergency contact in the
event neither parent can be reached. It is vital that the
school is able to contact a responsible adult in time of
an emergency. Please help us keep contact numbers
current by updating any changes.

In case of serious injury or emergency, a First Aider
will first carry out stabilizing first aid procedures while
the nurse is notified. Shortly thereafter, the school will
notify the parent. If deemed necessary, the school will
see thatthe studentis transported by school car or bus
or a contracted ambulance service (accompanied by a
school employee) to the designated medical clinic for
treatment.

Note: The cost of any ambulance is the responsibility
of the parents.

If parents find that a child has a contagious disease
or condition - such as the influenza, measles, chicken
pox or pediculosis (lice) - they need to immediately
notify the School Nurse or the School Office. Exposure
notices will be distributed to affected students,

alerting parents and providing them with pertinent
information. When the student is ready to return
to school, they must bring a doctor’s note before
resuming class.

Old Onjuaies, Uoonic Tlneaoes and
Medicatt
Full disclosure of a student’s medical history helps

us to help you. School personnel are not able to
treat pre-existing injuries or to prescribe treatment
or medication for students. The school nurse may,
however, give Tylenol for minor headaches, earaches,
sore throats and to reduce fever, as long as parents
have given the school prior permission to do so by
completing and signing the Health Form.

In addition, the office staff may administer medicine
prescribed by a physician, if the student brings a
signed note from the parents or doctor with the
medication name, dosage and reason for its need. If
your child requires a special medication from time
to time (for example, an inhaler for asthma; Benadryl
for a known allergy), please send it along in a clearly
marked package to the School Nurse to be used as
needed. Students are not allowed to carry medicine
during school hours.

Special Education Needs (SEN)

NISC provides Special Education Needs (SEN) services
on a limited basis to students whose needs can be
met in an inclusive classroom setting. As an IB World
School, we believe a diverse and inclusive learning
community enables us to demonstrate the Learner
Profile in action.
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Secuacty & Emwmc& Procedures

Viadory

Visitors to the NISC campus are required to check in
and out at the security station to receive a visitor’s
pass. Visitors must display their pass at all times
while on the NISC campus. Visitors should not be on
campus during school hours without official business
and may be directed to the main office.

Emu(ﬁmc& Procedures

At NISC, safety is our top priority. To that end, NISC
will conduct regular emergency drills. Emergency
evacuation routes will be posted in each room.
Students are expected to follow teacher directives to
ensure their own safety and the safety of others.

FoeDall, Em,e,’tﬁm& amd. Evacuation
Plaws

Emergencies are occurrences that we all hope will
never happen. Even so, the school’s staff and students
prepare for such events. Everyone on campus must
follow plans and procedures centered on the need
for a safe and well-executed evacuation or lockdown.
Safe place and fire drills are regularly practiced under
strict supervision throughout the school year.

In the event of a civil unrest, the school administration
will be in contact with local authorities and embassies
to determine the seriousness of the situation. In the
event of an emergency or evacuation, parents will be
contacted and asked to come pick up their children.
Children will not be released to unauthorized people.

Situations may arise where the safety of NISC students
is best served by having them remain on campus.
In this case, parents will be notified by email and
telephone. For this reason, it is extremely important
that parents keep the school advised of any changes in
home and/or emergency contact telephone numbers.

Serious flooding may occasionally disrupt the
normal school day. This is not necessarily flooding
of the school grounds, but more likely (during the
rainy season) flooding of roads and residential areas
away from the NISC campus. When flooding occurs,
everyone may expect delays in the school buses’
schedules. Students riding the school buses will be
required to remain on board until they arrive safely at
school, home, or at their designated pick-up/drop-off
points.

Onovramce Coverage

NISC carries public liability insurance, which covers
limited student medical treatment for injuries
occurring at school; it does not include long-range
health care coverage. In addition, the school carries
passenger liability insurance coverage (for 24 hours
a day) for all regular bus passengers - those who ride
the school bus both ways. The school does not carry
insurance to cover occasional riders.

'Dq,:vu’»tﬂ Motvrcycles amd Cans

For safety reasons all NISC students are expected to
wear protective helmets when driving or riding on a
motorcycle to and from the school - on regular school
days or for any school-sponsored events. Students
who ride their motorbikes to/from school will need to
provide a copy of their driver’s license with the main
school office staff.

Students who drive a car to and from school - on
school days or for school-sponsored events - must be
18 years old (the legal age for car drivers in Cambodia)
and possess a valid driving license, a copy of which
has been given to the main office.
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Welcome o Hie
We&mw ’Pw&wmm

Dear Students, Parents and Teachers,

My name is Jordan Marsh and it is my great pleasure to welcome all new and returning families to the Middle
Years Programme (MYP) here at Northbridge International School Cambodia.

| coordinate the MYP as well as teaching Individuals and societies and Language and literature (English) in the
Middle School.

I am Canadian and taught at the Middle and High School levels in Ecuador, Egypt and China before moving here
to Cambodia.

At NISC one of the most important ways that we work towards our school vision of inspiring ethical, respectful
and compassionate global leadership is by ensuring that we have a dynamic and challenging student-centered
curriculum at each of the developmental stages. MYP at NISC runs from Grades 6 to 10 and naturally follows
the Primary Years Programme (PYP) and can serve as excellent preparation for the Diploma Programme (DP)
in Grades 11 and 12. Each of the three IB Programmes are designed to be comprehensive, age-appropriate
curriculum frameworks that are academically challenging while helping students to develop the skills and
attitudes to participate in an increasingly global society.

Over the course of the year there will be various parent information evenings about the MYP. Parents are strongly
encouraged to attend so we can work together to ensure our students achieve their highest potential. Please
feel free to contact me at any time if you have any questions about the MYP that cannot be answered by the
contents of this handbook.

Best regards,

Jordan Marsh, BA (Honours) B. Ed
Jordan_Marsh@nisc.edu.kh
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Pkﬂoﬁcaﬁ & Hoal o Education

The primary aims of Physical & Health Education
are to encourage the development of “intelligent
performers” and to encourage students to understand
the importance of a balanced, healthy lifestyle.
Throughout the four years of the MYP, students
should develop knowledge, critical thinking and
reflection skills, and a sense of responsibility, as well
as interpersonal and self-motivational skills that will
help to promote healthy lifestyles.

Visual M‘menmivg Ao

The visual and performing arts in the MYP challenge
students to consider authentic issues and develop
their skills beyond superficiality and imitation.
Students are provided with opportunities to function
as artists, as well as learners of the arts. To be an artist
one has to be curious, and by developing curiosity
about themselves, others and the world, students
become effective learners, inquirers and creative
problem solvers. In the MYP, students are guided to
create, perform and present art in ways that engage
and convey their own feelings, experiences and ideas.
AILNISC students in Grades 6 to 9 take Art and Music
for one semester each. The Grade 10 courses are
designed to give students a foundation for the arts
courses offered in the Diploma Programme.

Visual Ak

The arts at NISC are not only an excellent opportunity
for students to think about what they care about and
learn how to express themselves visually, but are also
important in developing problem solving and creative
thinking skills that will serve them far beyond the art
room. Art classes at NISC introduce both technical and
conceptual skills within a range of artistic practices, to
include drawing, painting, printmaking, mixed media
and sculpture. Our aim is to help students develop a
deeper understanding of the arts by incorporating art
history and art appreciation alongside art-making into
the courses.

In the MYP the focus is on exposing students to a range
of artistic practices, mediums, and traditions in order
to equip students with both technical and critical
thinking skills needed in the visual arts. As students
advance through the MYP courses the projects
becoming increasingly student-driven preparing
students for the DP. Students in the DP work on open-
ended assignments with teacher guidance, until they
develop a personal theme or area of study which
they will pursue for the remainder of the programme.
Student artwork is displayed around school and in the
local community.

'menw:vtﬁ At

In the MYP, students build upon the knowledge, skills,
understanding, values and attitudes gained during
PYP music lessons, to develop knowledge and skills in
each of the individual areas of performing, composing
and listening. The integration of experiences in these
areas enhances the understanding and appreciation
of music. The MYP values the process of creating
music as much as the finished product. These skills
are further enhanced during Grade 10 when students
have the opportunity to study Music for the whole year
as a preparation for undertaking the IB Diploma Music
Course that offers options to study ‘Creating Music),
‘Solo or Group Performance’” and ‘Music Technology.

A range of performing arts activities is also offered
as After School Activities (ASAs) to further students’
creative development. These include instrumental
lessons for a variety of instruments, as well as the
opportunity to be involved in the school musical
production in a variety of on and off stage roles.
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Mizoion m Acton Camps (MIA'S)

As part of the IB programme, students attend a three
day retreat outside of school where they will focus
on Global Contexts and will participate in Service
Learning activities. The retreat is also intended to be
a team building opportunity to develop an effective
community of learners. The costs of the MIA trip are
included in the student’s invoiced school fees.

Approaches to Learni

Through Approaches To Learning (ATL) in IB
programmes, students develop skills that have
relevance across the curriculum that help them
“learn how to learn”. ATL skills can be learned and
taught, improved with practice and developed
incrementally. They provide a solid foundation for
learning independently and with others. ATL skills
help students prepare for, and demonstrate learning
through, meaningful assessment. They provide a
common language that students and teachers can use
to reflect on, and articulate on, the process of learning.

Howerrow Hme

In order to develop their holistic learning experience
at NISC, time is set aside for a range of pastoral care
type activities, including: planning and reflecting for
Community & Service activities, Mission in Action Trips
and Student-Led Portfolios; developing Approaches
to Learning skills and learning about a range of topics
from our school counselors and nurse.

WP%%MP’:@'@CJ’ -

Cowmploted m Year 10

All students coming to the end of the MYP course
are required to complete a Personal Project which
represents the opportunity for students to utilize the
approaches to learning skills they have developed
with the completion of a project which represents their
own individual interests. Therefore no two projects
will look alike and may take many forms.

Examples of Personal Projects developed by MYP
students have included:

« Acharity show event

« Building a jet powered go cart

+  Design of fashion/jewellry

«  Publishing books and guides

« Aweb page and photo essay on rock carvings

« ADVD of a self-scripted, acted and edited movie

«  Design and build a car cycle rack

Students are introduced to this during the latter part of
Grade9through attendingthe Grade 10s exhibitionand
the refinement of initial ideas and the identification of
a related global context. During the start of grade 10
students will complete the INVESTIGATION phase. The
PLANNING stage then requires students to develop
their own project specification and working timeline.
Duringthe ACTION phase will work on completing their
project to be displayed at the TEN-x personal project
exhibition. A REFLECTION phase provides students
with the opportunity to look back at what they have
achieved and what they can learn about themselves.

Each student has access to a range of support
materials through managebac. They are also required
to regularly meet an allocated supervisor, whose role
is to monitor and support the successful completion
of a Personal Project.

Throughout all of these phases students are
expected to keep a detailed process journal which
documents their own project journey and highlights
the approaches to learning skills which they utilized
during this process. Once the project has been
completed a final Personal Project report is required -
this can also take a range of formats - but when done
well utilizes the process journal entries. It is this final
report which is used to access the four related criteria:
investigation, planning, action and reflection. The
reports are assessed by the supervisorand then further
standardised by an additional team of teachers. Then,
as with all MYP subjects the levels allocated are added
to calculate a final Personal Project grade.
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Ondewmational Schools Avoessmant
(ISA)

The ISA is administered in February for students in
Grades 3 through 10. This assessment is based upon
international standards and measures skills in math,
reading, and writing. The test includes both multiple
choice and open ended (requiring written responses)
questions. A comprehensive report of each student’s
performance is provided for teachers and parents
prior to the end of each school year.

Students are given written notice for each summative
assessment that includes specific requirements and
the criteria being assessed. NISC subject criteria are
taught and provided to students and are available to
the NISC community upon request.

Upon assessing the subject-specific criteria, teachers
determine the student’s highest sustained level
of achievement for each criterion using the grade
boundaries, published annually by the International
Baccalaureate Organisation, for their specific subject
to determine the overall grade level. This “best-fit”
approach to grading differs from traditional grading
practices in thatit does not use an average to calculate
a grade.
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Creativity, Activiles amd Service
(CAD)

All NISC students must engage in an extracurricular
activity known as Creativity, Action, and Service (CAS).
Work in CAS will not be formally assessed, but will be
recorded on a report. Diploma Option students must
spend the equivalent of approximately 3-4 hours
per school week and a minimum of 150 hours over
the course as a whole in creative, active and service-
oriented endeavors with the time equally distributed
between the three areas. Students in Diploma, DP
Courses or Graduation options must demonstrate that
they have met the eight CAS learning objectives by
April of their second year. Itisimportant that students
balance their commitment to CAS over the eighteen
months of Grade 11 and 12. Completion of CAS in
Grade 11 is not possible and activities must continue
into Grade 12 to allow for maturity and growth.

CAS activities should involve collaborative group work
as well as individual effort, and the requirements for
completion emphasize social interaction with others
rather than passive involvement in activities. CAS
experience may be gained either on or off campus.
NISC offers a number of activities that are suitable for
CAS, including Model United Nations, Student Council,
sports teams, drama productions and service projects.
Students should, through these activities, develop
a greater awareness of themselves, a concern for
others and the ability to work cooperatively with other
people, as well as counterbalancing their academic
commitments.

It is necessary that a teacher or another adult (a
non-family member) acts as a supervisor who
evaluates the student’s performance in any CAS
activity. A record must also be kept by the student on
Managebac documenting the amount of time devoted
to CAS activities. Students work closely with the CAS
Coordinator and their CAS Advisor who will help them
to reflect on and record their experiences of CAS, as
well as to plan and structure their time effectively.

Students create a CAS exhibition at the end of Grade
11 which highlights their experiences thus far in the
CAS programme. Failure to meet the eight Learning
Outcomes of CAS by the end of Grade 12, or to comply
with the CAS requirements, will resultin the IB Diploma
award being withheld by the IB.

Aersment Practices m Hue Diplowa
Programme

Purposes of Assessment

At Northbridge International School (NISC) our Grade
11 and Grade 12 assessment and reporting practice
is designed to satisfy the International Baccalaureate
Diploma requirements as well as supporting our
school’s vision and mission.

NISC DP Assessment follows two types:

Internal NISC assessment: These are the grades we
award throughout the year and which appear on
student reports and transcripts. These also include
non-moderated marks for Internal Assessments.
External I1BO assessments: IBO (International
Baccalaureate Organisation) external assessments
comprise examination papers set by the IBO in the
majority of subjects at the end of the second year
of the Diploma Programme and internally assessed
but externally moderated ‘Internal Assessments’
The Head of Secondary aim of conducting internal
assessment is to evaluate student achievement
against those objectives that do not lend themselves
to external written examinations or tests.

Subwizoim o‘f Aooensmant Tanks

All work submitted to the teacher for possible
submission as internal assessment work must be
accompanied by a ‘declaration of academic integrity’
and will be stored by the teacher responsible for that
course. The DP Coordinator will check regularly with
teachers to ensure that internal assessment work is
being undertaken and stored safely.
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I'® Diplowa Option

This is the most demanding of the three options in

terms of work required and level of thinking.

+ IB Diploma candidates must take six subjects, one
from each of five subject areas, plus a sixth course
to be chosen from a range of electives.

«  Of these six, at least three (but not more than
four) must be taken at the Higher Level and the
remaining three (or two) at the Standard Level.

« Higher Level (HL) courses each meet for a
suggested 240 hours over two years, cover
content in more detail and have more demanding
requirements than Standard Level (SL) courses.

« Standard Level (SL) courses each meet for a
suggested 150 hours over two years.

« An IB Diploma is awarded after successful
achievementin the internal assessments, the end-
of-course external examinations, and completion
of the requirements for Theory of Knowledge
(TOK), the Extended Essay and Community,
Action, Service (CAS).

«  For IB Diploma students, the TOK essay and the
Extended Essay are both assessed externally by IB
examiners.

« IB Diploma option students also qualify for the
NISC High School Diploma as long as they meet
the graduation requirements.

The IB Diploma programme is a pre-university
programme that is recognized by most countries in
the world and provides a key for university placement.
At some universities in the USA a complete IB Diploma
with grades of 6 or 7 may count for as much as one
year of university credit, meaning a student could
start University as a second year student. In the UK
and Canada, an IB Diploma eliminates the need for
a “foundation year”. Universities in the US, Canada
and the UK are increasingly offering scholarships and
bursaries to IB Diploma graduates.

The Diplowa Couvse Opton

« Students who sit for DP Courses would follow
a programme in which they do not take the
minimum requirement of three subjects at HL,
and/or they do not sit six subject exams.

+ Achievement in their chosen subjects will be
assessed in the same way as for the IB Diploma
students, through a combination of internally
and externally assessed work and examinations
leading to NISC grades and IB validated course
results.

+  Students can construct a course that allows them
to graduate with the NISC High School Diploma
and which is relevant to their chosen university or
college aspirations.

«  Students would need to select up to six subjects,
one from each of the five subject areas and one
from the electives group, as described above.

«  Students may register for fewer than six IB subject
examinations as long as requirements are met for
the WASC-accredited NISC High School Diploma
and permission has been given by parents and
Head of Secondary.

« DP Course Option students are required to
participate in Theory of Knowledge (TOK). They
must also demonstrate that they have met the
eight learning objectives of CAS. They are not
required to carry out an Extended Essay, but will
be required to write an Extended Report that is
based upon college/career interests and can be
used as a focus for discussion at college/university
interviews.

NISC High Schaol
WASC-acoeddted Diplowma Opton

In the exceptional case where a student is unable, for
whateverreason, to take any DP Courses examinations,
the school will develop a programme of study that
includes six IB classes at Standard Level. If the student

meets the NISC graduation requirements, they will
gain a WASC accredited NISC Diploma.

Students who also undertake the IB Diploma or DP
Courses and have met the graduation requirements
will automatically receive the WASC-Accredited NISC
High School Diploma.
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Diploma (and retake) candidates with 28 points or
more.

« Agrade?2 at higher level has been awarded two or
more times.

« A grade 2 at standard level has been awarded
three times.

« Candidate has registered for three higher level
subjects, and gained fewer than 11 points on
these.

« Candidate has registered for three standard level
subjects, and gained fewer than 8 points on these.

« Candidate has registered for four higher level
subjects, and gained fewer than 14 points on
these.

« Candidate has registered for two standard level
subjects, and gained fewer than 5 points on these.

I'D Examimation Resulto

IB Diploma and DP Course Option students access
their IB examination results through the IB website on
or after July 6th. Access is via an individual PIN code
which is provided by the IB Diploma Coordinator. The
IB does not release results to students or their family by
other means, such as telephone. All communication
concerning results must be made through the IB
Diploma Coordinator at NISC.

Enquiny Upon Resulo

A student who feels that their result does not reflect
their performance may appeal through a process
known as Enquiry Upon Results (EUR). This will result
in a reassessment of the examination by a senior
examiner. The deadline for applying for an EUR is
usually 15th September. It should be noted that such
a request can lead to a student’s grade going down or
up.

Students who wish to apply for an EUR must first
consult the IB Diploma Coordinator. Additional
examination fees will be incurred by making an EUR.
Each candidate’s parents/ guardians or fee-paying

company will be billed by the school accordingly. A
request for an EUR must be approved in writing by
a parent or guardian who will take responsibility for
guaranteeing payment of the examination fees.

'Rel'a(oatﬂ E xamimations

If an IB Diploma or DP Course Option student wishes
to improve upon one or more subject grade, this is
possible by retaking the subject in the next November
or June examination session. The deadline for
registering for the November six month retake exams
is usually 29th July.

Students who wish to register for an examination
retake must first consult the IB Diploma Coordinator.
Additional examination fees will be incurred by
retaking an examination. The candidates’ parents/
guardians or their companies will be billed by the NISC
accordingly. A request for an examination retake must
be approved in writing by a parent or guardian who
will take responsibility for guaranteeing payment of
the examination fees.

Oreditd Required fa’z, Crradumation
Credits required for graduation come from two
sources: (1) credits accepted from other schools at
the time a student is admitted to NISC and (2) credits
earned while at NISC.
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