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Introduction to Year 9

Welcome to our Year 9 Curriculum Overview. We hope that the information contained within this
document will provide students and parents (both current and prospective) with a detailed overview
of the curriculum on offer in the first year of Higher Phase education at The British School of Kuwait
(BSK).

The Year 9 curriculum offered at BSKis varied and balanced, providing enrichedlearning opportunities
for our students in addition to meeting all statutory requirements for Key Stage 3 (KS3) study. We
believe that the curriculum on offer is a robust and interesting one that also provides excellent
preparation for the commencement of (lGCSE courses in Years 10 and 11.

Year 9 is a very important and exciting time in a student’s school career as they will have, most likely
for the first time, the opportunity to make significant decisions about what they go on to study. This
will be the first of numerous academic decisions that will help define their own individual pathways
as they progress into Key Stage 4 (KS4) and beyond.

We believe that students in the Higher Phase (Years 9 to 13) get the most out of their education when
they are fully engaged in the process. In this important transition year students are encouraged and
supported to show ever greater maturity in the way they approach their studies. Managing their
time effectively, meeting deadlines and fostering productive relationships with their teachers and
peers are all important skills that will support them in their learning and stand them in good stead
for the future.

This document details the important skills and content taught in each subject area during the year.

Also contained at the end of the document is an overview of the assessment and academic tracking
in place for Year 9. This summary outlines how attainment and progress are monitored throughout
the year.

Should you have any subject specific queries the Subject Component Coordinators (SCCs) are the
colleagues best placed to assist with those and their details are listed on the individual subject

pages.

Curriculum queries of a more general nature can be addressed by our Assistant Head Teacher
(Academic), Mr Simon Amura, who can be contacted via email to sia@bsk.edu.kw.

Pastoral queries or concerns should be directed to our Assistant Head Teacher (Pastoral), Miss
Hannah Glendinning, who can be contacted via email at hng@bsk.edu.kw.

We hope you find this information useful. May we take this opportunity to wish each student in Year
9 every possible success in their first year of Higher Phase studies at BSK.

Yours sincerely

Emma Bowie
Head Teacher
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Introduction to Year 9

The National Curriculum requires all students to study 10 compulsory subjects. The Ministry of Education
in Kuwait also requires all Muslims to study Islam and all Arabs to study Arabic. For non-Arabs and non-
Muslims there is a choice from three further subjetcs. The requirements are laid out in the table below.

Subject Provision

English All students
Mathematics All students
Science All students
Computing All students
Arabic for Arabs All Arab students

Arabic for non-Arabs

All non-Arab students

Islam and Quran for Arabs

All Arab Muslim students

Islam and Quran for non-Arabs

All non-Arab Muslim students

Art and Design

All students

Design and Technology

Optional for non-Muslim students

Drama All students
Geography All students
Histroy All students
French All students
German Optional for non Arab and non-Muslim students

Physical Education

All students

Project Skills

Optional for non-Arab students
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Year 9 English

Subject Leader: Mr Jeremy Grigg (jrg@bsk.edu.kw)
Learning Hours: 4 lessons per week + 1.5 hours of homework.

Course Aims: This varied course invites students to engage in explorations of language and literature through
dedicated teaching blocks at KS3. It is primarily aimed at developing skills of close analysis, examining the
writer’s craft as well as the comparison and evaluation of differing narrative approaches in both language
and literature. The course aims to expose students to a wide range of modern and classic literature with
a focus on exploration of setting, characterisation, atmosphere and themes as well as the consideration
of vocabulary and grammatical features. Students are encouraged to develop skills of independence and
ownership through a variety of units, such as ‘Creative and Persuasive Enterprise’ and ‘Public Speaking'.
Students will further develop their own writing for specific purposes, such as creative, formal and transactional.

Key Resources: Ignite Coursebook 3, Modern Poetry Anthology, Enterprise Portfolio, VLE English Language
and Literature Year 9 Course.

Curriculum Content: During the course of Year 9, students will explore both English language and literature
to secure their transition into () GCSE study.

Unit 1: Gothic Horror.

Term 1 . .. . . o, . )
Creative writing and consideration of the writer’s craft. Analysis of language and literature.

Unit 2: Literature Modern Poetry
Term 2 | An introduction into poetry and how to engage with it. Exploring the modern world through
the poetic form. Poets: Zephaniah, Agard, Heaney and Shelley.

Unit 3: Enterprise — Dragon’s Den
Group based independent led learning making cross curricular links with D&T, Mathematics

Term 3 . . . : .
and Economics. Students are given ownership of creating a new product for a niche market
and must publicise this successfully, drawing upon persuasive writing techniques.

Term 4 Unit 4: Literature — Shakespeare. Romeo & Juliet / Macbeth / Othello
An introduction into Shakespeare: exploring context, charactiseration, language and themes.
Unit 5: Language — Standing out from the Crowd

Term 5 A language based exploration of communication: transactional writing forms, effective
vocabulary choices and narrative engagement.
Revision Unit

Assessment:

Term 1 - Short story opener (Assessed on all of the Writing AOs) and group analysis task (Reading AOs).
Term 2 - Timed analysis of a studied poem to demonstrate understanding of writer’s purpose.

Term 3 - Collaborative working, persuasive flair and public speaking.

Term 4 - Scene or character analysis.

Suggested strategies for support/extension: Independent reading; Doddle quizzes (set by the teacher at
request of the student); joining English based breaktime clubs, such as Creative Writing Club and Scrabble
Club.
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Year 9 Mathematics

Subject Leader: Mr Stephen Peacock (sep@bsk.edu.kw)
Learning Hours: 4 lessons per week + approximately 1.5 hours of homework.

Course Aims: The aim of the Year 9 course is to consolidate the learning that has taken place in Key Stage
3. Students will use skills and tools that they have gained in previous years, applying them to real world
problems whilst learning test procedure.

Key Resources: Year 9 textbook (Collins Book 3.3), Myimaths.co.uk, Mathspad.com

Curriculum Content: For numberwork, students will focus on fractions, decimals and percentages as well
as looking deeper into the use of indices for standard form. Algebra will focus on solving equations and will
begin to link into other topics such as shape and creating equations from contextual questions. Students
will then move on to 3D objects, looking at volume and surface area. In the middle of the year students will
also apply the maths that they have learned to their cross curricular ‘Dragon’s Den’ project, working with the
English Team to create a functioning business plan to pitch to the Dragons.

Unit 1: Percentages
Term 1 | Unit 2: Equations and Formulae
Unit 3: Polygons

Unit 4: Using and analysing data

Term 2 Unit 5: Dragon’s Den project

Unit 6: Pythagoras’ Theorem
Term 3 | Unit 7: Fractions
Unit 8: Algebra (working with brackets)

Unit 9: Decimal numbers (Standard form)
Term 4 | Unit 10: Volume and surface area
Unit 11: Solving equations

Unit 12: Compound units
Term 5 | Unit 13: Right angled triangles (Trigonometric ratios)
Revision Unit

Assessment: Students will sit a 25 minute assessment for each of the 13 units. Each one being out of 24
marks. After each assessment, students will have access to an excel file allowing them to analyse their results
for target setting and personal improvement.

Suggested strategies for support/extension: Students are welcome to use the lesson function of Myimaths.
com as well as Mathspad.co.uk. The textbook provides worked examples and each exercise has a homework
chapter attached to it in the homework book provided to each student. Extra material can also be found on
the VLE, providing practice work and examination style questions. Extension tasks can also be found on the
VLE, the NRich.com website and the challenge questions found within the textbook.
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Year 9 Science

Subject Leaders:
Biology - Dr David Williams (daw@bsk.edu.kw)
Chemistry - Mr Ged Clarke (grc@bsk.edu.kw)
Physics - Miss Lindsay Gilmour (lig@bsk.edu.kw)

Learning Hours: 3 lessons per week + 2 hours of homework.

Course Aims: The Year 9 Science course is based on the UK National Curriculum for Key Stage 3 Science
and it also prepares students for the start of their (IGCSE science subjects in Year 10. The course is
designed to continue to improve student’s practical skills through frequent experimental work and practical
investigations There is a strong emphasis on how Science works and students understanding of everyday
scientific processes is broadened and reinforced.

Key Resources: Students learn through practical activities, class dialogue, internet research and other visual
resources. Year 9 students are expected to use ICT in many of their lessons, where the textbook is supported
by extensive online notes and interactive activities. The textbook used is “Exploring Science 9 — Working
Scientifically” published by Pearson.

Curriculum Content

Biology

In the first Biology topic, “Genetics and Evolution”, students are encouraged to think about the reasons
for variation between and within species. The role of DNA and genes in variation is examined, and the
important events in the discovery of the double helix structure of DNA are reviewed. The topic finishes with
a look at the ideas of Charles Darwin and Alfred Russel Wallace that led to the development of the theory
of evolution of a species through natural selection. Year 9 students will also build on their understanding of
plants as organisms in the “Plant Growth” topic, which also forms a good base for continuing with this topic
at a more detailed level during ()GCSE Biology.

Chemistry

In these units students will: learn about the unifying patterns and themes of Chemistry; appreciate the
practical nature of chemistry, acquiring experimental and investigative skills based on correct and safe
laboratory techniques; appreciate the importance to scientific methods of accurate experimental work and
reporting; develop a logical approach to problem solving in a wider context; understand the widespread
importance of chemistry and the way materials are used in the world; appreciate how the work of the
chemist has social, industrial, technological, environmental and economic consequences for the community;
prepare for (IGCSE Chemistry by studying fundamental chemistry principles.

Physics

In these units students will: learn about motion graphs; calculate gradients of distance-time graphs and
speed-time graphs to determine speed and acceleration respectively; calculate distance travelled using
the area under a speed-time graph; calculate resultant force and relate it to acceleration; use and recall
the equations for pressure and moments; describe wave properties; describe different types of energy;
understand that energy is conserved; explain the forces between charged objects; explain how to charge
an insulator; explain what happens inside circuits and understand the rules for series and parallel circuits.
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Year 9 Science

Curriculum Content

Physics 1: Forces
Term 1
Biology 1: Genetics and Evolution - Part 1
Biology 1: Genetics and Evolution - Part 2
Term 2
Chemistry 1: Making materials - Part 1
Chemistry 1: Making materials - Part 2
Term 3
Physics 2: Waves and energy transfers - Part 1
Physics 2: Waves and energy transfers - Part 1
Term 4
Biology 2: Plant Growth - Part 1
Biology 2: Plant Growth - Part 2
Term 5
Chemistry 2: Reactivity

Assessment: Each topic is assessed with a 60-minute topic test. In addition, there is a 90-minute
exam for each separate subject (Biology, Chemistry and Physics) during the end-of-year exams.

Suggested strategies for support/extension: Multimedia resources, Powerpoint presentations,
worksheets, weblinks and guidance can be found on the relevant BSK Secondary VLE pages.
Support worksheets are available for students who require extra help. All Year 9 students have
access to Doddle (www.doddlelearn.co.uk) to help review and understanding of key concepts, in
addition to providing resources for higher-level independent study.
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Year 9 Computing

Subject Leader: Mr John Leonard (jol@bsk.edu.kw

Learning Hours: 1 lesson per week + 30 minutes of homework.

Course Aims: The Year 9 Computing course is designed to build upon previous computing work
in Years 6-8. The course seeks to extend the existing suite of computing skills for every student
whether or not they choose to proceed further with a relevant computing subject.

Key Resources: All of the resources for the Year 9 Computing course are on the BSK VLE.

Curriculum Content: The course content is a combination of topics that are related to either the
(NIGCSE Computer Science or Information and Communication Technology qualifications.

Unit 1: Computing Systems

Term 1 | A theoretical topic reviewing and extending knowledge of the key components of
computers and related hardware. The ideal introduction to the world of computing.
Unit 2: Website Development

¥ Students learn to create a complete website using both HTML5 and CSS3. Students

erm2 |. . . .

investigate HTML concepts like floats and web forms and control appearance using
appropriate tags and CSS rules.
Unit 3: Spreadsheet Modelling

Term 3 Application of spreadsheet skills to the real-world scenario of testing a new business
model. A realistic financial model is vital for new businesses and this unit will develop
skills including macros, charts and the creation of ‘What-if’ models.
Unit 4: E-Safety

Term 4 A small but vital topic in the modern world of ‘always on’ connectivity and social
media. We will consider the possible dangers associated with the use of computer
systems and strategies to avoid them.
Unit 5: Python 3

Term 5 Students will extend the Python work they began in Year 8. Python is a modern,
highly sought after language that many university computer science courses choose
as their first language.

Assessment: Each topic has an assessment and students are guided as to whether the topic grade
is related to either the IGCSE ICT or Computer Science qualification. This provides them with useful
guidance on the direction of further study at IGCSE.

Suggested strategies for support/extension: Students will find that the course includes many
links to support videos and articles. For those looking to extend their learning or get support we
recommend the website w3schools.org for the HTML and CSS work. There are plenty of useful
youtube channels about Python 3 and students will find specific links on the VLE course to the ones
that are most relevant.
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Year 9 Arabic 1%t Language

Subject Leader: Mr Ahmed Al-Adawi (ama@bsk.edu.kw)
Learning Hours: Three lessons per week + 1 hour homework.

Course Aims:
uﬂbowdujgm@huuﬂbounu&—:g}ndluadlﬂahug lasds lJLo_u.mlu.cgmu LguqualSllulSphcl}oquuo:lp;dUoJl [P
@ad dbal gl leguago yaals - mhug||}og|&amlacmuhum -8.o.xu9| |}nLo.cq.nJ.nsg<1:..L:..|au_||Jla|uJ.3J qlsll Jgual Lelyo
bclpo dlaylyio Joau ojlsal g¢guay bunua ladagi agiell daleioll gaill culjlge calhgy - wieoll (e 00 daialg darpn joudill [jas - dailyio doly
alisllg seljall o cllolll sclgag dygelll dotlull

Key Resources: sl dading - uyipiilll - paleilly duyill 8)ljg oo jaall Guisell S : jsbaall

Term Topics

Unit 1:
JIgJJ.ll_IgJ.uJ."e.LLLuJ.I LQ.LO;QA.GJ'.\.\QJl_ILIJ.U[OLQ_"UJ.Q.OJlL}ﬂJA.Luu fu_)Sub.nua.l
claaill iguaig Lg_llgalg o lsaaulill Jleadll Qpaiuy iaclgall L_,.r:|u|SJ_IJ| b Lguudnd saag s acdludl sa - calspandl ileo (g
Term 1 goinolliagylag qu..d|ga.llo oaill Sa Gbwlbwadllg jeliall saag L,J.ml:]l}g_mﬂu.ouailﬁyag.oﬂdg: Uldo Liisy: }JMJIuﬂ
wigraug lgilgalg s aswlill cagyall Qb Iaclgall a uBJ.IH [OLI lgudai sany @ & o - lasuag n_lbp.oﬂ u.l|&o g
-yaill o cablgell e dasiilsil culpueill ssay (ladll jac ) Sy Ucu £9agall ,Jga laglei (uisy ¢ pueill Lo -claadll
ulSJ_lJ| U lgudid 3oy 1 dedyll a- lasuag wilsjaoll ileo Guu - I g;pﬂo.o |ua_9_1p|u.u.| uadll ;o casgll
ég.uag.o]l Joo Ipai wiss 1 el saclha Il Ligiaug Lgilgalg o) aawlill cagyall Qrxiugiaclgall o

Unit 2:
&jleiil 3oy : G.c.I.Ll.”L_,.nuL\}.n.oﬂ wileo guu yaill o casgll 5)Sa g.mJ(L_,.oJ&_l|[o.\.o.lJ|gL1.u_|)L5_;.uL}aJ
dallell auagy (sgaall uaﬂ ) L_S}S?_u.l uai ég.aag,oﬂ Joo Ulée wiisy : )_u.v_ﬁr“;;lb:\ wiguaig daualill 1 ep.u.Lu aclgall oo
Term 2 QUS sxay racdlll ;o lnsuag calsjaoll L,Jlsm ot doall cilegdo G yadll (o casgll Qi QJg.o.xa.og uail
ég.xagoﬂ Joo IJJ}.O.I Sy el a8 )leiul sxay 1 &cdldl L4 claadll Cigiaig Lg_||ga|9 q.qbaaﬂ LJLQ.L:J“ 5?0 .\.c|9.nJ| oo
lasuag Calspaoll L_,_ll.q_ouw?a.u.aﬂ gg}nﬂunro.mﬂ uasupluu_l Ucu“u.om_xgﬂ _\.ua|L| ) SHi yai
£gagall Jga |ppai sy el Uan Il caguaug Jelall cidli Qxiuuiaclgall o ulSJ_l“ [olJ l.gJ.uu sy &l La

Unit 3:
Qc_l.l.dluol_lb}n.aﬂ ileo g pluell §gan puags Cusall o casgll saay Cusall [ol_q_” wieall yaldiug e uJAJu.ﬂ.I
g_uag,oJ| Joa sphals uisy : }JJ.Q.IJ' o clbadll iguaig Sa2iallg PJ.IJ' LJ.m:.” Qriugiaclgall oo wubiadl ago saag
Term 3 dlb saay el 0 Lm.uag Alsjaoll Gileo g gaill o casgll iy yaill lilgic giay i cusllg 'o_l.l.;.u_lJl)L_s_;u

o |_n_\gJ| iy (b Sle dadg ) Sui yai ég.;ag.o.” dga Al wiisy : pueill L,m:l.loaJ“ wgiaig a Joeaalll opaluyisclgall
lmsuag ub).n.oﬂ wileo uu yaill e }Jo.u.u.l.” Gilbwlbuwadll ssay gadll
e9:ag0ll Joa ciljSie Sy ¢ il Gaclaalll igiayg lholl Jgedoll apniuygiaclgall o dlilao sy s acibll o

Unit 4:
dlspaall Gileo g yaill go casgll yalaiug coagall o dpbudll apasll ssay i 8pagll Cilaal o o|;.o]| 193 ) SHi yai
Joo ol sy 1 jueill Saclhaill cigiaig Jizollg e.DJoﬂ »jpuu_l ixclgallia Lulia Hlago saay s d@é1lll ua
Term 4 saay s aedull L_,.n Lm.\.-ag Calspanll Gileo g yadll (o u:.\.eﬂ el galgs eyl Jow)spi yai ég_-ag.oﬂ
1534 Hlic ) Syl yai (rtngagoJ| Joo by sy ¢ pueill o4 claad ug.ang}JLo.xa.” Gl Isdwuo led apnigisclgall Sa leauw
lguasiai sxay T eyl oo g dilsjaoll iles g uaill'lilgic gay yaill Sle 8 dapull cibwlbuall saay Gusall jLdal u.m.u|
ggagall Joa u|}5m ;US.I Jueidl Saclaadll -_lg,ua.lgpbaa." Qrxiugiaclgall o

Unit 5:
Term 5 calylsialg
dealpo

Curriculum Content:
dagelll dpanll 65U sclyall - casgll cllysdl 6elya - glyall Cuag cbaal selyall - aualaill dpasll e delyall - caypidl Eusallg paysdl ohall Jho
eogdl janug ulsagll Gap il (oo Jao o oSeddd sclall - 294! d.ua|9.d| Juds uA.IJ| il e Gingll elpall - saldl )S.nJ| duodil dclyall -
il k_,:\_l.l:._” 38l o gguago lgule syl g| 854 _\.uh.l delyall* L_,.aal.o“ Al;\,o| e palll s3ali caadll

Suggested strategies for support/extension:
dyiag dualig duclaial culllae La ilegidgo parali il cilhain le Joasll - ciilaolly sl JUa o 8l selyall gai calliall apagi

10

2 THE BRITISH SCHOOL

OF KUWAIT



http://www.bsk.edu.kw/
mailto:%28ama%40bsk.edu.kw%29?subject=Year%209%20Arabic%20First%20Language

Year 9 Arabic 2" Language

Subject Leader: Mr Ahmed Al-Adawi (AMA@bsk.edu.kw)
Learning Hours: Three lessons per week + 1 hour homework.

Course Aims: The Arabic language is widely spoken in the Middle East and North Africa. In addition
to its value in leisure, commerce and international relations, Arabic is a language with a rich cultural
heritage. Through this course you will: be able to share your interests, ideas and opinions with
other people who speak the language; learn about countries where the language is spoken; add
an international dimension to your knowledge and experience.

Key Resources: Coursebook, workbook and soundtracks; VLE Year 9 Arabic Course; a wide range
of language websites as detailed on the VLE.

Curriculum Content: During Year 9, students explore topics and simple grammical elements that
facilitate (tenses, pronouns, prepositions, verbs, adjectives, infinitives, conjuctions) transitioning
from the Middle Phase basics to GCSE standard. The course is divided up into dedicated blocks
to encourage a love of language learning and appreciation of the culture of the Arabic speaking
world.

Module 1: 3 Topics: ‘On the Farm’, ‘Police in Kuwait’ and ‘Salem Travels with his
Term 1 | Family’. Students will learn to recognise the meaning of new words and review
previous skills such as pronouns and the negative form.

Module 2: Organisation, including the benefits of organisation, group system,
Term 2 | community system and different skills such as the use of verbs with speaker’s
pronouns.

Module 3: Cleanliness, including the importance of cleanliness, cleaning the house,
Term 3 | cleaning public places, and review different skills such as names in singular and plural
form, as well as connected names.

Module 4: Cooperation, including the topics ‘Journey to Righteousness’, ‘Rabbits
Term 4 | and Elephants’ and 'The Hand of God" and review different skills such as: speech,
pronouns, images and the present tense.

Module 5: The Library, including topics such as the public library, the school library,
Term 5 | my first visit and the importance of reading. Review different skills such as the time
and place, singular and plural preparation and questioning tools.

Assessment: Each module is followed by a Module Test, in which listening, speaking, reading
and writing skills are assessed. Tests are based on key vocabulary and structures contained on the
summary page at the end of each module. In the writing tests, students prepare paragraphs in
advance, featuring verb tenses and structures they have mastered during the module.

Suggested strategies for support/extension: A wide variety of support and extension strategies
are detailed on the Year 9 Arabic VLE. Students are also encouraged to read independently, to
participate in break time clubs and other language activities.
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Year 9 Islamic & Quranic
Studies

Subject Leader: Mr Walid Al-Abboud (waa@bsk.edu.kw)

Learning Hours: 2 lessons per week (Islam and Quran) + approximately Number of hours of
homework: 30 Minutes Islam and Quran

Course Aims:
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Suggested strategies for support/extension: There are support activities available on the VLE in
the form of activities, website links, multimedia text and electronic files.
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Year 9 Art and Design

Subject Leader: Mr Jon King (jok@bsk.edu.kw)

Learning Hours: 1 lesson per week + homework set when appropriate.

Course Aims: To enable students to work with more sophisticated techniques, processes and
materials that will encourage growth and confidence as they work towards GCSE. Students are
given the opportunity to focus their development on sculptural techniques, drawing and painting
and contextual understanding.

Key Resources: VLE, teacher and student exemplars.

Curriculum Content: During the course students will first study the human form before creating
figurative sculptures that celebrate movement. They will then research, plan and develop surrealist
compositions from a unique starting point, developing their ideas into a large painting. Students
will then work on photomontages.

Term |Topics
Unit 1: Figures in Movement Sculpture
Term 1 | Students will make a series of studies of the human form concentrating on the
relative proportions of the body and how lines bend and move.
Unit 2: Figures in Movement Sculpture
Term 2 | Students will research the movement of the human form and then create sculptures
from wire, newspaper, clay and mod rock.
Unit 3: Surreal paintings
Students will be able to discuss and understand the key elements of surrealism
Term 3 | through examples shown. Looking at proportion, scale, dreams, nightmares and
unusual context and relationships. Students will be able to research and develop
their work from a surreal sentence.
Unit 4: Surreal paintings
Term 4 | Students will develop and refine their ideas whilst working towards an A2 painting in
watercolour paint.
Unit 5: Photomontage.
Term 5 . ,
Students develop surreal photomontages from a single magazine.

Assessment: Students will undertake formative assessment throughout the duration of the year.
They are also assessed at the end of each project using marking exemplars based on a range of
success criteria.

Suggested strategies for support/extension: Students are given the opportunity in Year 9 to gain
further support by utilising the art studios during break times and after school. Further material is
available on the VLE for students to enrich their understanding of the topics.
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Year 9 Design & Technology

Subject Leader: Mr Barrie Dolphin (brd@bsk.edu.kw)
Learning Hours: 2 lessons per week + 1 hour of homework.

Course Aims: Design and technology is an inspiring, rigorous and practical course at BSK. Using creativity
and imagination, students design and make products that solve real and relevant problems within a variety
of contexts, considering their own and others’ needs, wants and values. They acquire a broad range of
subject knowledge and draw on disciplines such as mathematics, science, engineering, computing and art.
Pupils learn how to take risks, becoming resourceful, innovative, enterprising and capable citizens. Through
the evaluation of past and present design and technology, they develop a critical understanding of its
impact on daily life and the wider world.

Key Resources: BSK VLE "Year 9 - Design and Technology’ and ‘Project Based Learning’.

Curriculum Content: Through a variety of creative and practical activities, students will be taught the
knowledge, understanding and skills needed to engage in an iterative process of designing and making.
They will work in a range of domestic and local contexts (for example, the home, health, leisure and culture),
and industrial contexts (for example, engineering, manufacturing, construction, food, energy, agriculture
and fashion).

Unit 1: Textile Design

Students will work with a range of textile materials and equipment such as digital printing
Term 1 | and techniques of material manipulation. They will undertake independent research of
contemporary textile and fashion designers to inspire them to use more innovative methods
of creating fabrics and design.

Unit 2: Product Design

Students will develop their skills on 2D and 3D design software including the use of a laser
cutter and 3D printer. Students are encouraged to experiment and develop multi-material
designs that create unique products.

Term 2

Unit 3: Graphic Design
Term 3 | Students will learn how to transform their hand drawn graphic designs into 2D/3D software
and context through illustrations.

Unit 4: Resistant Materials
Term 4 | Students will work with a range of woodwork machinery and hand tools in the workshop.
Learning different construction methods and joinings to create a final product.

Unit 5: Project Based Learning (PBL)

Students engage in a whole school project based on Nord Anglia Education - Massachusetts
Term 5 | Institution of Technology (NAE-MIT) challenge programme. They will actively engage with
real life projects, providing them with the chance to solve problems that are important to
them and their communities.

Assessment: Students are assessed throughout the academic year on their design, making and evaluation
skills taking into account written and practical outcomes.

Suggested strategies for support/extension: Independent research and reading as well as attending
Design and Technology/MIT break time clubs.
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Year 9 Drama

Subject Leader: Miss Annmarie Rofail-Mccall (arm@bsk.edu.kw)
Learning Hours: 1 lesson per week + approximately half an hour of homework.

Course Aims: The Year 9 course will enable students to further demonstrate the social and group skills
necessary for meaningful drama to take place (listening, observation, concentration and co-operation.)
Students will work individually and in groups, further developing their ability to negotiate and make decisions
as part of a team. They will understand how the use of space, movement, voice, script and symbolism
communicate meaning and move on to evaluate that use. Students will show a developing ability to devise,
improvise and create credible characterisations.

Key Resources: Exercise books, clipboards and relevant Youtube clips.

Curriculum Content: The Year 9 course will embed skills in devising, performing and evaluating, key areas
of study at IGCSE, whilst fostering a life-long love for the theatre.

Term |Topics

Unit 1: Symbolism
The students will examine how different images, gesture, sound, objects, colour and actions

Term 1 can be interpreted by an audience in both a literal and abstract way. Throughout the unit,
imagery, emotions and iconography are used to develop understanding, character and plot.
Unit 2: Tell Tale Heart by Edgar Allan Poe

Term 2 Students will learn how lighting and sound can be used to create suspense and how
dramatic pauses can be used to build tension. Abstract and documentary drama techniques
are introduced and supported with the atmospheric Danse Macabre.
Unit 3: Macbeth by Shakespeare

Term 3 Readings of extracts from the play are explored through a number of drama forms to help

the students engage with the script, the plot and the characters. Theatrical forms include
improvisation, physical theatre, still image, split scenes, mime and use of symbolic gesture.

Unit 4: Surrealist Drama - Jerzy Grotowski, Antonin Artaud and Salvador Dali

The students will develop their ability to apply physical theatre and absurdist ideas to their
Term 4 | own work, in order to develop their understanding of surrealist drama. They will explore
ideas and methods including gibberish, creating dialogue, voices in the head, mime and the
use of puns.

Unit 5: Greek Theatre - Hecuba, Medea and Electra

Students will examine the form of the Greek Tragedy as well as exploring the strengths of
female characters. It includes three monologues for each of the women, with the students
developing scenes based on their relationships with other characters.

Term 5

Assessment: Each unit of work includes a practical assessment of skills covered. Students are also continuously
assessed in creating, performing and responding.

Suggested strategies for support/extension: Students are encouraged to attend live theatre whenever
possible and to do independent research of examples of professional theatre on YouTube and the National
Theatre. Participation in extra-curricular activities such as the annual school production, Sixth Form Talent
Show and Drama Club are also encouraged.

15
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Year 9 Geography

Subject Leader: Mr Paul Kemp (pak@bsk.edu.kw)
Learning Hours: Average of 1.5 hours per week + approximately 0.5 hours of homework.

Course Aims: The study of Geography is about people and places, allowing us to explore different
parts of the world, experience different environments and discover different cultures and different
ways of life. Geography helps us understand how people adapt to living in various parts of the
world and the effects people have on their environments. In Year 9 we aim to develop students'’
understanding of geography and skills whilst incorporating IGCSE elements to help prepare
students for Year 10. Students will be able to: acquire and develop a series of geographical skills;
learn and use geographical terminology; undertake fieldwork; make, use and interpret maps at
a variety of scales; make effective use of maps and globes; select and use appropriate graphical
techniques; select and use secondary sources of evidence; use ICT to gain access to additional
information sources and to assist in handling, presenting and analysing geographical evidence.

Key Resources: Collins Cambridge IGCSE Geography textbook and the VLE.

Curriculum Content: Students will begin to explore IGCSE topics as preparation for Y10. Topics
overlap each term as every 5 weeks, Geography will switch from having one lesson per week to two
lessons per week and vice versa.

Unit 1: Tourism

As the world’s largest economic activity and controversially a key contributor to
globalisation, students look at the impacts of tourism and any sustainable options,
such as ecotourism.

Term 1

Unit 2: Tourism - Coasts
Term 2 | The study of the processes that create erosional and depositional features. The issues
that are created by coastal erosion and the problems created for man.

Unit 3: Coasts - Energy

Students examine the importance of non-renewable fossil fuels, renewable energy,
supplies, nuclear power and fuelwood; globally and in different countries at different
levels of development.

Term 3

Unit 4: Energy - Development
Term 4 | Students identify the key development indicators and determine whether the
development gap is sustainable. China’s development is used as a case study.

Term 5 | Unit 5: Development

Assessment: Students will complete end of unit assessments on the aforementioned topics.

Suggested strategies for support/extension: Independent reading, revisiting the VLE, practising
past paper questions and using websites suggested by the teachers.

16
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Year 9 History

Subject Leader: Mr lan Masters (iam@bsk.edu.kw)
Learning Hours: 1%z Lessons per week + 45 minutes of homework.

Course Aims: In Year 9 we aim to prepare our students with the skills and knowledge necessary
to begin an IGCSE History course in Year 10. As such, the focus of the course is to cover all of
the topics that form the backdrop to the course that we deliver in Years 10 and 11. Equally, all of
these events that have shaped the world that we live in today so fundamentally that it would be
impossible to understand the twenty first century without a sound knowledge of them.

Key Resources: Modern World History (textbook) + an extensive VLE course.

Curriculum Content: World History from the Eighteenth Century to the end of the Second World
War.

Term 1 |Unit 1: European Imperialism in the Nineteenth Century.

Term 2 | Unit 2: The Causes of World War One.

Term 3 | Unit 3: Life for soldiers and civilians during World War One.

Term 4 | Unit 4: The Age of Extremes — politics and society in the 1920s and 1939s.

Term 5 | Unit 5: The major events of World War Two.

Assessment: Assessments in Year 9 are based on IGCSE assessments and students will learn the
exam skills required to answer Paper 1, 2 and 4 questions, so students can concentrate on the
subject content during Years 10 and 11.

Year 9 assessments are in line with the Termly topics as follows:

Term 1: Paper 1 style knowledge questions on European Imperialism

Term 2: Paper 2 style source analysis questions on the causes of World War One

Term 3: Paper 4 style significance essay on the Battle of the Somme

Term 4: Project case study comparing 3 different states in the 1920s and 30s

Term 5: Group Presentations — Why did the Allies win World War 11?

Suggested strategies for support/extension: The VLE contains links to many different resources
to both support and extend learning. Video clips, such as https://www.youtube.com/user/
TheGreatWar are linked on the topics along with hot potatoe quizzes, powerpoint slides and a
variety of different tasks. Further reading is also suggested along with the key vocabulary to learn
in order to access that section of the course.
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Year 9 French

Subject Leader: Miss Jennie Russell (jnr@bsk.edu.kw)
Learning Hours: Two lessons per week + approximately one hour of homework.

Course Aims: The aim of this course is to enable students to converse and write in French using the
past, present and future tenses. Throughout this course, students will enjoy communicating with other
people, finding out how language works and learning about different countries and cultures. They will
learn how to share interests, ideas and opinions with other people who speak the language. They will
improve their knowledge of countries where the language is spoken which will add an international
dimension to their knowledge and experience. They will also develop many skills which are useful in a
wide range of careers, such as the ability to communicate clearly, being confident about speaking in
public and using problem solving strategies.

Key Resources: Expo 3 coursebook, workbook and sound tracks, VLE Year 9 French Course and a wide
range of language websites as detailed on the VLE.

Curriculum Content: During Year 9, students explore topics and grammatical elements that facilitate
their transition from the Middle Phase basic language to GCSE. The course is divided up into dedicated
blocks to encourage a love of language learning and appreciation of the culture of the French speaking
world.

Module 1: Leisure Interests and the Media.
Term 1 |Including television, the cinema, the internet, music, reading, and how these activities
form part of our daily routine.

Module 2: Future Plans.
Term 2 | Including further education, choice of careers, and the role of foreign languages in the
world of work.

Module 3: Healthy Lifestyles.

Term 3 Including sports, diet and describing injuries and health issues.

Module 4: Then and Now.
Term 4 . .

Comparing how you are now with how you were when you were younger.
Term 5 Module 5: Travelling in France.

With a particular focus on the Normandy region and its heritage.

Assessment: Each module is followed by a module test, in which listening, speaking, reading and
writing skills are assessed. Tests are based on key vocabulary and structures learned throughout that
module. In the writing tests, students prepare paragraphs in advance, demonstrating mastery of verb
tenses and structures they have studied during the module.

Suggested strategies for support/extension: A wide variety of support and extension strategies are
detailed on the Y9 French VLE. Students are aencouraged to read independently, participate in clubs
and have the opportunity to enter for French Government DELF examinations through the Institut
Francais.
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Year 9 German

Subject Leader: Miss Linda Ward (liw@bsk.edu.kw)

Learning Hours: Two lessons per week + approximately one hour of homework.

Course Aims: In Year 9, German is offered as an optional subject for students who do not take
Islam. The aim of this course is to enable students, by the end of Year 9, to converse and write in
German in contexts of interest to teenagers, using the past, present and future tenses.

BSK is fortunate to be a Partner School of the German government. Through the Goethe-Institut
our students can receive a great deal of support in their language learning, including free study

trips to Oman and three week summer scholarships in Germany.

Key Resources: Echo 3 Coursebook, workbook and sound tracks; VLE Year 9 German Course; a
wide range of language websites as detailed on the VLE.

Curriculum Content: During Year 9 students explore topics and grammatical elements that facilitate

their transition from the Middle Phase basic language to GCSE. The course is divided up into
dedicated blocks based on a thematic topic

Term  Topics

Module 1: Leisure interests and the Media - including television, the cinema, the

Term 1 internet, music, reading, and how these activities form part of your daily routine.
Module 2: School, including the German school system, your school day, your

Term2 | . - . .
timetable, your opinions of school subjects, your teachers, and school uniform.

Term 3 Module 3: The future, including your plans for further education and the world of

work, and the value of languages in the workplace.

Module 4: The wider world, including comparisons between your lifestyle and that
Term 4 | of someone in Africa; awareness of the environment, and living an environmentally
friendly lifestyle.

Module 5: Family relationships, and expressing your opinion on famous people and

Term 5 . N .
their contribution to society.

Assessment: Each module is followed by a Module Test, in which listening, speaking, reading
and writing skills are assessed. Tests are based on key vocabulary and structures contained on
the summary page contained in each module. In the writing tests, students prepare paragraphs
in advance, demonstrating mastery of verb tenses and structures they have studied during the
module.

Suggested strategies for support/extension: A wide variety of support and extension strategies
are detailed on the Year 9 German VLE. Students are also encouraged to read independently, to
participate in break time clubs and other language activities, and have the opportunity to enter for
German Government language examinations through the Goethe-Institut.
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Year 9 Physical Education

Subject Leader: Mr Adam Martin (adm@bsk.edu.kw)

Learning Hours: 1 lesson per week.

Course Aims: The course aims to ensure that students are able to develop physical competences in a broad
range of physical activities; are able to engage in competitive sports and activities and help students lead
healthy, active lives.

Key Resources: PE equipment for practical lessons.

Curriculum Content: Students will participate in a variety of activities throughout the year, in a non-sequential

order depending on the class rotation across the BSK facilities. This will include opportunities to experience
elements of the GCSE PE course to make them well placed when making further education choices.

Term Topics

Unit 1: Netball / Football
Term 1 | Students will develop their sport-specific skills through a variety of practices whilst also
developing team work, communication and problem-solving skills.

Unit 2: Basketball

Students will refine sport-specific skills whilst beginning to introduce more complex tactical
elements of the activity to their game such as set-plays from side-lines and zonal defence
philosophies.

Unit 3: Athletics

Through a variety of athletic disciplines, students will experience how to further enhance
Term 3 | their skills whilst using ICT to analyse their technique, compare it with others, formulate
plans to improve their technique and assess the effectiveness of that plan on their overall
performance.

Term 2

Unit 4: Net games

Consisting of volleyball or table tennis, students will be able to refine their skills and look to
develop their independence in terms of learning and performing. Students can lead their
own mini-competitions and demonstrate skills within lessons to be selected for school teams.

Unit 5: CrossFit

Working alongside PE teachers as well as specialist CrossFit coaches, students have the
Term 5 | opportunity to work in a purpose-designed CrossFit facility to enhance their cardiovascular
endurance, muscular strength and muscular endurance. All of this is working towards
increasing their understanding of the importance of physical activity in their future.

Term 4

Assessment: Students are assessed in the variety of physical activities throughout the course through a
range of assessment techniques. These include teacher observation, questioning, peer-assessment as well
as self-assessment. The results of these ongoing assessments couple with end-of-topic assessments (i.e.
a mini-volleyball tournament during their last lesson) will contribute towards the students overall average
grade. Tracking grades can sometimes fluctuate mid-year as a students preferred topic may not yet have
been taught, which would hopefully raise the overall average of the students grade in later reports.

Suggested strategies for support/extension: Students are actively encouraged to participate in a variety
of extra-curricular activities, where possible. All students are expected to participate in the annual Sports
Day held off-site as well as the Interhouse competitions.
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Year 9 Project Skills

Subject Leader: Mr Kenneth Price (kep@bsk.edu.kw)
Learning Hours: 1 lesson per week + 30 minutes of homework

Course Aims: The course aims to develop Year 9 students’ research, evaluation and critical thinking skills.
It is an opportunity to extend their learning beyond the current curriculum and explore a range of topics
of their choice for an independent project. Students need to be able to research topics using a variety of
methods. They must also learn that research requires more than looking at one piece of evidence. This
encourages students to explore topics more deeply whilst acquiring the necessary skills that can be applied
to all areas of their studies. By the end of this course, students should: be able to choose, plan and manage a
project; be able to obtain information and apply it to a project; be able to select and apply skills to complete
a project; be able to review a project and own performance.

Key Resources: BSK VLE

Curriculum Content: Students will be taught the necessary skills that will enable them to deliver a project of
their choice. Each term will have a focus on a specific area to help move students forward.

Term |Topics

Identifying and planning a project - Learning how to choose an appropriate topic and how
to develop a question or brief which specifies an intended learning outcome. The question
Term 1 | or brief must be realistic to achieve and complete. Students will do this through studying
various debatable topics in the form of ‘mini-projects’ and will have to plan, organise and
manage what it is they want to achieve and learn to construct appropriate titles to focus on.

Conducting research and selecting research methods - Students will be taught about
different methods of research and the different techniques to obtain this data. They need to
Term 2 | understand the positives and negatives of different methods, as well as being able to identify
the most appropriate method/methods to use in certain circumstances. They will learn how
to critically analyse the information they are using.

Developing intended outcomes - The focus is how to manage, organise and develop a
substantial written report based on their findings. This is where individuals will build on their
Term 3 | research by developing their analytical skills. Students will now need to focus on how to
interpret data and extract key information to use to support key ideas. Indeed, this could be
to criticise ideas too.

Assessing outcomes of a project - Learners will develop critical thinking and evaluation skills.
Critical thinking will take place by justifying decisions made about their projects, why any
Term 4 | changes were made and how any problems have been solved. Students need to be able to
reflect on the data they collected and be able to determine its usefulness for their project.
The evaluation comes from making judgements about their progress and overall project.

Completing a project - This term focuses on bringing all the taught skills together and
Term 5 | finalising details with the independent project. Learning how to manage bringing all aspects
together as one cohesive document and to deliver their presentations.

Assessment: A mixture of formative and summative assessment will be used.

Suggested strategies for support/extension: The VLE will contain resources to help students. Independent
research and reading around their chosen topic.
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Year 9 Assessment and
Tracking Progress

At BSK, a cyclical process of formative and summative assessment, accurate recording of student
progress and meaningful reporting to parents are seen as integral to effective teaching and learning.

Assessment promotes learning by providing a continuous review of student achievementwith regular
and frequent feedback. This involves teachers, parents and students in a dialogue, which provides
information about student achievement and enables the setting of targets for self-improvement.

The precise format and frequency of assessments vary across individual subject areas and are
dependent upon the nature and structure of those courses.

Students in Year 9 are encouraged to understand the vital importance of assessment to the learning
process. As well as approaching assessment opportunities as a chance to demonstrate what they
know, emphasis is placed upon the importance of students identifying areas of comparative
weakness and taking a proactive approach to planning how they can improve in those areas.

National Curriculum Subjects

The National Curriculum focuses upon measuring the acquisition of each year's prescribed objectives
and the progress made towards a broad and deep understanding of these. As such, attainment in
Year 9 will be measured by way of statements which reflect the extent of this understanding.

Grade [Description Status

A Working above the expected BSK standard for the year group |Pass

Working at the expected BSK standard for the year group Pass

B
ot Working towards the expected BSK standard for the year group | Pass
D Working below the expected BSK standard for the year group | Fail

In order to report student attainment more finely and better track progress, students working within
grades A-C will receive information on their approximate position within their current band. These
positions are indicated with a ‘plus’ (+), an ‘equals’ (=) or a ‘'minus’ (-) sign and are explained below:

. + : very secure; working at the top end of their current standard
. = : clearly secure; working within the mid-section of their current standard
. - : emerging; working at the lower end of their current standard

The grades available are: 9A+, 9A=, 9A-, 9B+, 9B=, 9B-, 9C+, 9C=, 9C- and 9D.

Grade X is used if an accurate assessment is not possible.
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Year 9 Assessment and
Tracking Progress

Non-National Curriculum Subjects

First Language Arabic, Second Language Arabic, Islamic Studies and Quranic Studies are not UK
National Curriculum subjects.

The attainment of students in these subjects is reported using the grades and meanings outlined
below:

Grade Description Status

A Working at a higher level and at greater depth for the year Pass
group
B Working at the level expected for the year group Pass
ot Working towards the level expected for the year group Pass
D-U |Working below the level expected for the year group Fail

Grade X is used if an accurate assessment is not possible.
Academic Reports and Tracking

Official school reports for Year 9 are issued in the winter and summer reporting sessions. These
contain academic grades and attitude to learning statements, as well as information on attendance,
punctuality and conduct.

In addition to their official winter and summer reports, students in Year 9 also receive interim tracking
grades in Terms 1 and 3. These tracking grades are indicative of the student’s current performance
in the subject, relative to the BSK standards for Year 9, and are intended to provide a ‘snapshot’ of
attainment at set points.

Following the release of official reports and tracking grades (four sessions in total) students are
required to reflect upon their progress and liaise with their class tutors and parents in order to
agree appropriate targets and plan for further improvement. The effectiveness of this process is
very much dependent upon the engagement of all parties. Students and parents are therefore
encouraged to liaise especially closely with the school at these key times and to attend calendared
parent consultation events.
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