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How do we help students make 
a successful transition to the 
Secondary School?

Introduction to 
Secondary 

This evening…

§ Supporting your children in Year 7.

§ Insight into Key Stage 3.

§ Building on foundations.



Warm Welcome

Exciting Experiences

Academic Achievement

Our Promises in 
Secondary 



Organisational Structure

Assistant Head teacher
Ms. James

Head of Year - Head of Year 7

Mr Kyle Moffett

FT – Form Tutors
(first point of contact for parents)

Form Groups: 
7B, 7I, 7S, 7P
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Form Tutor and Head 
of Year Roles

§ Regular contact with 
students.

§ Building relationships.

§ Progress tracking.
§ Structured and productive 
registration time. 

§ Year assemblies each 
week.
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Subject Teacher Role

§ Personalised learning.

§ Regular contact with 
students.

§ Regular feedback to 
students.

§ Setting of subject 
homework (ODIN & set 
times).

§ Independent Learning 
Records to students and 
parents.



The Transition from
Primary to Secondary



Year 7 testimonials – What I have 
enjoyed the most …
§ I enjoy PE and STEAM as we can make 

things.

§ Meeting old friends.

§ Hanging out with friends at break and 
lunchtime.

§ I enjoy the ‘Fab Lab’ and English as we can 
listen to poems.

§ Art and swimming lessons.

§ We can go to use the library at break.

§ Helping out at with primary school events.

§ I learn a lot!

§ We can work at our own level.

§ The uniform.

§ Getting involved in the school play.

§ Having homework spread over each day.

§ Routines.

§ New lessons that I didn’t have in Primary.

§ Having lots of friends.

§ Meeting new teachers.

§ Being part of a community.

§ The freedom!
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Three Main Pieces of Advice

§ Be organised

§ Be proactive

Sounds simple enough - but how do you do this?

§ Ask for support 



New Subjects



Year 7 Timetable



KS3 Lessons



New Subjects

What is different from Primary?

§ No singing or themed 

learning

§ Golden Time

§ Computer Science

§ STEAM

§ Drama

§ Science - Physics, 

Chemistry & Biology

§ Art

§ History

§ Geography

§ Music Technology



Languages

§ EAL (No MFL)

§ Chinese

§ Dutch 

§ MFL - German, French, Spanish

New Subjects



New Routines



New Routines

What is different from Primary?
§ Movement between lessons

§ Lockers/books home

§ Homework

§ Lunch and Break time

§ Daily Bulletin/ODIN (no Seesaw)

§ iPads

§ Organisation

§ Planners



Different activity each day during registration
Example:

Form time: 8.25am to 8.50am (If you arrive early 
you can go into your form room from 8am)

§ Monday – Year 7 Assembly

§ Tuesday – Teacher led activity (PSHE)

§ Wednesday - Reading

§ Thursday – Admin day – planner signing

§ Friday - Quiz Day

New Routines 



Absence

§ Important information missed
§ Homework not explained
§ Examinations/assessments may be missed
§ Exciting experiences missed
§ Opportunities for deeper learning lost

What to do if your child is absent:
Your parent must email your form tutor and 
bpx.secondaryabsence@bisspuxi.com

mailto:bpx.secondaryabsence@bisspuxi.com


ODIN



Keeping up-to-date

1. Website for calendar and 
information.

2. Schools buddy for ECAs and 
SPTCs (Student Parent 
Teacher Conference).

3. WeChat for each Year group.



Rewards and 
Homework Changes



Myself and My School Project

Settling into 
homework



Myself and My School Project

Settling into 
homework



Homework Changes

Things to remember…

§ 2 pieces of homework a night - when should I do it?

§ 25-30 minutes per piece.

§ Follow a homework timetable.

§ ODIN email to parents and students.

§ Planner for recording ad parents to check.



Planner
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Rewards…

Principal’s 
Commendation

Merits

Headmaster’s 
Commendation

Awards 
Ceremonies

Head of Year 
commendation

1

4

3

112
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Uniform



Uniform 

A few changes …
§ Long trousers or shorts for boys.

§ Skirt (Just above the knee), shorts or 

trousers for girls.

§ Smart dress - boys must tuck shirts 

in.

§ Black or grey socks

§ White collared shirt and tie - top 

buttons closed.

§ Smart black leather school shoes 

(no trainers or canvas shoes).

§ No coats of hoodies to be worn in 

school.

§ No headphones to be worn.

§ No hair accessories/1 stud earring in 

each ear (girls only).

§ No hair dye or unusual hair styles.

§ No make up or nail 

varnish/extensions



Sports and Other Activities 



Sports and Other Activities

During lunch/break/before and after school…

§ ECAs

§ Games club

§ Library

§ Football field

§ Music

§ FOBISIA/basketball

§ Nord Anglia Games

§ MUN

§ Music scholarships

§ Basketball

§ Swimming

§ Orchestra

§ BISS Talks

§ Performances (e.g. Seussical)

By (Zander and Zahra)



FOR PE LESSONS

§ School PE shorts or tracksuit trousers

§ White school PE T-shirt

§ House T-shirt

§ School PE fleece or hoodie (optional)

§ PE kit bag

§ School baseball cap (optional)

§ Girls: one-piece swimsuit and 

swimming hat

§ Boys: swimming trunks and swimming 

hat (no long shorts)



Activity week - Yangshuo



Activity Week in Yangshuo

At the end of the school year, 
students take part in a residential trip.

What do we do?

§ Stay in a guest house and hotel

§ Table tennis

§ Pool table

§ Cycling

§ Kayaking

§ Tai Chi

§ Cooking class

§ Hiking

§ Abseiling

§ Raft building

§ Caving

§ Rock climbing

§ BBQ



Key Messages – What to remember

§ Range of subjects.

§ Specialist teachers.

§ Parent to planner.

§ Meeting homework deadlines.

§ Timetable.

§ Absence.

§ Arranging transport/dropping off at school/riding a bike (helmet).

§ Parents away for home - unaccompanied student form.



Questions emailed Fiona McConnon or Alex Cattell
Fiona.Mcconnon@bisspuxi.com or alexander.cattell@bisspuxi.com
夏老师

Year 7 Mandarin

mailto:Fiona.Mcconnon@bisspuxi.com


Year 7 Mandarin – what is different?

3 Different Pathways
§ Chinese as a First Language (native)

§ Chinese as a Second Language  (near-native)

§ Chinese as a Foreign Language 

For students learning Chinese as a Foreign Language, we have a 
number of different levels.



Native and Non-Native
Mandarin Pathways

IGCSE & IB 
Language A

IGCSE Chinese as a 
Second Language 

IB Language B 
(Higher Level)

IGCSE & IB 
Language B

(Standard Level)

Year 7 Language A 
(native) 

Year 6 Native Class

Year 7 Language B 
(near- native) 

Year 7 Mandarin 
levels 1- 3/4 

Year 6 Mandarin 
classes for foreign 

learners



Year 7 Mandarin – what is different ? 

Non-Native Programme
§ HSK exams embedded into the curriculum.   

§ Passport Project. 

§ Engaging projects done in Level 2 and above programmes. 



Passport Project – 10 Tasks Around Shanghai

Practical tasks: building confidence

§ Buying a drink / a meal in a restaurant.

§ Going in a taxi.

§ Shopping for fruit and vegetables in the market.

§ Bargaining for items (e.g. clothes / jewellery/ gifts).

§ Asking for directions. 

§ Buying a ticket or an item in a shop.



Creative tasks: an example
§ Greet the waiter 问候服务员

§ Order a drink for yourself  为自己点一杯喝的

§ Order a drink for someone else 为别人点一杯喝的

§ Ask one other question / give one more piece of 

information 多问一个问题

§ Ask how much it is and pay 问多少钱，付钱

Passport Project – 10 Tasks Around Shanghai



Advantages of the Passport Project

Reflection 

Video content

You reflect on what you did well and in which 
areas you need to improve..

Videos of you speaking outside school are 
submitted and these become your summer oral 
test. 

1
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Projects done at Level 2 and above



Thank you :)
Questions?




