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Assessment in EYFS 

General points for Assessment in EYFS 
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§  The period from birth to 5 is the time of most rapid growth and development in a human 
being’s life - a few days or weeks can make a huge difference in terms of development.  

§  All areas of learning and development are equally important and interdependent, but the 
prime areas in the revised EYFS underpin everything else. 

§  Young children develop at different rates. 

§  Their development is dependent on experiences they have had.  

 
 
 
See: E. Sykes et al., Birthdate Effects a Review of the Literature from 1990 on, 2009, Cambridge Educational Press and 

M. Maclure and L. Jones, Becoming a Problem: How and Why Children Acquire a Reputation as ‘Naughty’ in the Earliest 

Years at School, 2009, available at esrcsocietytoday.ac.uk. 
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Assessment in EYFS  

Its reliability is dependent on: 

§  Relationships – children need to trust in order to show their full capabilities – 
assessments made before children have fully settled into school will always be unreliable; 

§  Environment and context – children can show some attitudes, skills and understanding in 
one environment or context but not necessarily in another – it is expected that children 
can demonstrate their learning in child-initiated  contexts. 

§  Being based on factual, un-biased observations. Observation is the only way to really 
tune into each unique child. 

Each child’s development follows a unique pathway 
and is not linear. 
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§  ‘A child’s embedded learning and secure development 
are demonstrated without the need for overt adult 
support. Where learning is secure it is likely that 
children often initiate the use of that learning. 
Judgements about this are made through observing 
behaviour that a child demonstrates consistently and 
independently, in a range of situations. Attainment in 
this context will assure practitioners of the child’s 
confidence and ownership of the specific knowledge, 
skill or concept being assessed. Skilful interactions with 
adults and learning which is supported by them are 
necessary on the journey to embedding skills and 
knowledge.’      

§  EYFS Profile Handbook p. 10 

What is Embedded Learning and Secure development? 
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   Observation requires practitioners to watch carefully, listen carefully and to capture the 

facts of what they see the child do and what they hear the child say. 

 Facts may be captured in the mind, on paper (quick jottings or a longer piece), in an 
annotated photo or by collecting and annotating the child’s mark-making. Video and audio 
material are other ways of capturing facts. Assessments are based on this factual 
evidence. 

What do we mean by observation? 
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Challenge – What can you see these pictures? 
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Challenge – What can you see these pictures? 
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Challenge – What can you see these pictures? 
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§  focus on children as individuals, identifying their starting points (what they can 
do), strengths, interests and learning styles as well as their development and 
learning; 

§  see each child’s personal experience of the EYFS class (the received 
experience as opposed to the offered experience); 

§  raise questions about children’s experience and learning, the quality of provision 
and of adult interactions (challenging assumptions); 

§  share factual information with colleagues and parents; 
§  plan relevant, motivating developmentally appropriate experiences for each 

child.   

§  In EYFS through observation we are able assess.  This in turn leads 
to spontaneous planning that meets the needs of each individual. 

Observation is essential because it allows us to… 

Whole	school	target		
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Formative vs Summative  
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Formative vs Summative  
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Dover 2016 - 2017 
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How do we 
assess at DICS? 

Formal / 
standardised 
tests 
(Assessment 
week) 

Books 

Projects 

Speaking and 
Listening 
activities 

Observations 

Self and 
peer 
evaluation 

Pop quizzes 

Individual support 
(Learning support) 

National 
Curriculum 
Outcomes 
 
Life after Levels 



Tracking the individual pupil… 
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Tracking the individual pupil… 
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This data will be 
shared with 
parents at our 
parent 
conferences and 
during term time 
discussions.  



  Reports at DCIS
23rd November 2016 



The Report from EYFS – Year 6 
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Page 1 
 
This will be a DCIS 
collage, comprising of 
each year group.  
 
All children will have this 
front cover 



Page 2 – English, Maths and Project work  
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Blurb  

Overview 
sentence 

Learning outcome 
they have met 

Learning outcome 
they have met 

Learning outcome to 
work on this term 
 

Effort 
Grade 
 
 
Attainment 
Grade 



Attainment Grades and Effort Grades 
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The above attainment grades link to the percentages of the outcomes they 
have worked on this term and can achieve. 

The effort grade is decided 
by the child’s class teacher, 
using the grading system. 



Page 3 
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Specialist subject 

3 different topics 

Effort and attainment based on teacher 
judgment and subject assessments 

Specific target for each topic 



Page 4 
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Personal 
attributes  

Individual 
photo of 
child at 
school 

Overall 
summary of 
how the child 
has performed 
this term and 
their 
achievements / 
targets 



Sending the reports 
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•  Parents will receive the report on Friday 16th December 
 
•  Parents will receive the report electronically and it will be a PDF version 
 
•  DCIS can send this report to other schools if the child is transferring 

•  The parents will receive 3 reports each year (1 x per term) 



 Thank you. 

www.nordangliaeducation.com
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