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Summary 

The activities for English are intended to provide scaffolding and support for pupils, developing 

knowledge, understanding, and skills as they progress through the booklets.  While the activities are 

indeed labelled as 'comprehension' or 'composition' tasks, these vary significantly as they progress, 

and build upon knowledge and skills conveyed in earlier stages of each booklet.   

All booklets have been developed in line with curriculum content from the 'Department of 

Education English Programme of Study for Key Stage 1 and 2 of the National Curriculum in 

England'. 

  In all cases the work has been structured to build upon what has been addressed in previous 

sections of each booklet, ensuring that pupils develop both skills and understanding as they progress.   

Where tasks have been repeated, the content has been changed to ensure on-going interest, 

while reinforcing knowledge and skills. 

This booklet aims to combine what should have been learnt in Year 2 and what pupils can 

expect to learn in year 3.  There are more comprehension and composition tasks in this booklet due 

to the need for 'teaching comprehension [to take] precedence over teaching word reading directly' as 

set out in the National Curriculum. 

The 'Use of English' sections deal with homophones; spelling, including the silent 'k' and 'c' 

with an 's' sound; apostrophes - specifically contractions and possessive apostrophes; and common 

suffixes.  All of these 'Use of English' tasks are based on the recommendations set forth in the 

National Curriculum guidelines for English for Year 2 to Year 3.   

The five final comprehension and composition questions are aimed at both 'increasing 

(pupils) familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends, and 

retelling some of these orally and identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books.' - as 

set out in the National Curriculum guidelines.  At this stage it is important that pupils are exposed to 

a wide range of simple literary texts and encouraged to respond to them creatively.  The 

comprehension questions seek to encourage pupils to start visualizing the story scene with the use of 

'draw a picture' tasks, and to start engaging critically by finding information from a text.  The 

composition tasks are carefully structured so that pupils are guided through each step of every task. 
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Comprehension and Composition 1 

Learning Objective 

 

This section is designed to challenge pupils’ comprehension skills to grow beyond simple 

‘direct word reading’. Further lessons are given in homophone identification and use, and 

finally a section on comprehension is designed to give children a chance to develop their 

writing skills and knowledge.  

Comprehension Task – 1 Hour 

Read the extract from Nonsense Books below, and 

answer the questions. 
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Nonsense Books by Edward Lear. 
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Read the story above carefully and then answer the 

questions.  Remember to write your answers in full 

sentences, taking care with spelling and punctuation. 
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Use of English 

Types of Writing – 1 hour   

Homophones 

Homophones are words that sound the same but have a 

different spelling and meaning. 

Underline the correct word in each sentence, e.g.  
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Use these homophone pairs and write sentences of 

your own, e.g. 1. We won the football. 2. I have one 

car. 

 

 
 

Homophone Pair 1 

 

 

 

Homophone Pair 2 

 

 

Homophone Pair 3 
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Homophone Pair 4 

 

 

 

Homophone Pair 5 
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Homophone Pair 6 
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Composition Task – 1 Hour 

If you went on a long journey by boat what would 

you take with you? 
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Who would you take with you? Why? 
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Draw a picture of the boat you would like to travel in 

and all the things you would like to take.  Draw your 

picture in the box below. 
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Comprehension and Composition 2 

Learning Objective 

  

Building on previous lessons, comprehension and composition skills are further challenged 

here, and later sections deal with the use of the silent ‘k’ and soft ‘c’ in the English language.  

Comprehension Task – 1 Hour 

Read the extract from Goody Two Shoes below, and 

answer the questions. 
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Read the passage above carefully and then answer 

the questions.  Remember to write your answers in 

full sentences, taking care with spelling and 

punctuation. 
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Use of English 

Spelling – 1 hour   

The silent 'k' 

Look at the following words, how do you say them? 

The 'k' in all these words is silent, instead it is pronounced 'n'. 

Practice 

Choose one of the five words above to put into these 

sentences. 
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Find two more words that have a silent 'k' at the 

beginning and sound like 'n'. 

 

The 's' sound with a 'c' 

The 's' sound spelt with a 'c' usually comes before the letters 'e', 

'i' and 'y'. 

Look at the following words, how do you say them? 
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Choose one of the five words above to put into these 

sentences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find two more words that have an 's' sound spelled 

with a 'c'. 
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Composition Task – 1 Hour 

How did you learn your alphabet? Did your teacher 

use cards, or did you have to write it out?  
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Describe your favourite teacher.  Why is he/she your 

favourite teacher? 
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Describe your classroom.  Is it big or small?  Do you 

have tables and a whiteboard?  Are there pictures on 

the walls? 
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Draw and label a picture of your classroom in the 

box below.  Remember to include all the details that 

you remember. 
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Comprehension and Composition 3 

Learning Objective 

  

Comprehension and composition skills are further challenged here, followed by a section on 

the use of apostrophes in contractions.  

 

Comprehension Task – 1 Hour 

Read the story from A-Apple Pie and Other Nursery 

Tales below, and answer the questions. 
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Read the passage above carefully and then answer 

the questions.  Remember to write your answers in 

full sentences, taking care with spelling and 

punctuation. 
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Use of English 

Punctuation – 1 hour   

Apostrophes – Contractions 

Apostrophes can be used to make two words into one, e.g. 

Look at these contracted words and write them out 

in full, e.g.  I've = I have 
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Look at the text below.  You are given two 

alternatives, underline the correct contraction. 

 

Write about a time when you didn't get your own 

way.  Use at least five contractions in your writing. 
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Composition Task – 1 Hour 

Can you remember any fairytales?  Write down the 

names of the fairytales you remember. 
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What characters do fairytales usually have? E.g. 

Giants, witches etc. 
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Choose one fairytale that you remember really well.  

Write a summary of the fairytale on the lines below. 
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Write a fairytale of your own.  Begin, ‘once upon a 

time…’ 
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Comprehension and Composition 4 

Learning Objective 

  

Comprehension and composition tasks, building on previous sections, give pupils further 

opportunities to practice and develop their skills beyond ‘word reading’ in this section, in 

addition to a section on the use of possessive apostrophes.  

Comprehension Task – 1 Hour 

Read the story from The Red Fairy Book below, and 

answer the questions. 
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The Red Fairy Book, Andrew Lang 
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Read the passage above carefully and then answer 

the questions.  Remember to write your answers in 

full sentences, taking care with spelling and 

punctuation. 
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Use of English 

Punctuation – 1 hour  

Possessive Apostrophes 

We use apostrophes to show that something belongs to 

someone.  

e.g., The man's car. 

Look at the following sentences.  Underline the 

correct word. 
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Think about something you best friend owns.  Write 

about it using four possessive apostrophes.  Write 

your answer on the lines below. 
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Look at the following sentences. Re-arrange them so 

that they contain a possessive apostrophe. E.g. The 

room that belongs to Susie = Susie's room. 
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Composition Task – 1 Hour 

What kinds of things do you dream about?  Write a 

list on the lines below. 
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In the story 'The Red Fairy' Michael has a dream.  Is 

this a good dream or a bad dream? Why? You can 

read the story again to decide. 
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What happens next in the story?  Continue the story 

on the lines below. 
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Comprehension and Composition 5 

Learning Objective 

  

Challenging pupils further, these comprehension and composition sections ask pupils to 

respond creatively to the Aesop’s Fable, in addition to a section on the identification and use of 

suffixes in the English language.  

Comprehension Task – 1 Hour 

Read the story from Aesop's Fables below, and 

answer the questions. 
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. 

The Wolf and the Crane, Aesop's Fables, Aesop. 
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Read the passage above carefully and then answer 

the questions.  Remember to write your answers in 

full sentences, taking care with spelling and 

punctuation. 
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Use of English 

 – 1 hour  Spelling

Suffixes 

'ment' is sometimes added to words to make nouns, e.g. enjoy + 

ment = enjoyment. 

Add the suffix 'ment' to the following words. E.g., 

entertain +  ment  =  entertainment 
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Use these suffixed words to make your own 

sentences. 
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'ness' is sometimes added to words to make nouns, e.g. happy + 

ness = happiness 

Add the suffix 'ness' to the following words. E.g.   

sad  +  ness  =  sadness 
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Use these suffixed words to make your own 

sentences. 
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Composition Task – 1 Hour 

What type of animals live in the forest? Write a list on 

the lines below. 
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Pick two of the animals on your list.  Imagine they 

met each other in the forest.  What might they say? 

Write ideas on the lines below. 
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Write a script. Include the two animals that you have 

chosen. 

Set it out like this: 
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Comprehension and Composition 6 

Learning Objective 

  

These sections are aimed at both 'increasing (pupils) familiarity with a wide range of books, 

including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally and identifying 

themes and conventions in a wide range of books.' - as set out in the National Curriculum 

guidelines.  Pupils are exposed to a wide range of simple literary texts and encouraged to 

respond to them creatively.  The comprehension questions seek to encourage pupils to start 

visualizing the story scene with the use of 'draw a picture' tasks, and to start engaging critically 

by finding information from a text.  The composition tasks are carefully structured so that 

pupils are guided through each step of every task. Each section builds on earlier lessons and 

challenges to develop pupils’ skills. 

Comprehension Task – 1 Hour 

Read the story from Grimm’s' Fairy Stories below, 

and answer the questions. 
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Grimm's Fairy Stories, Jacob Grimm and Wilhelm Grimm
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Read the passage above carefully and then answer 

the questions.  Remember to write your answers in 

full sentences, taking care with spelling and 

punctuation. 

 

 

 



~76~ 
 

 

 

 

 



~77~ 
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Composition Task – 1 Hour 

Have you ever been alone in an unknown place, like 

the children in the story?  If so, how did it feel?  If 

not, how do you imagine it must feel? 
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What will their stepmother, the wicked witch do to 

the children?  Use your imagination to help you. 

Write your thoughts down on the lines below. 
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Imagine you are the wicked witch.  Why does she 

dislike the children so much?  Does she have a good 

reason? 

Write your thoughts using first person narrative 'I'. 
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Comprehension and Composition 7 

Learning Objective 

  

These sections are aimed at both 'increasing (pupils) familiarity with a wide range of books, 

including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally and identifying 

themes and conventions in a wide range of books.' - as set out in the National Curriculum 

guidelines.  Pupils are exposed to a wide range of simple literary texts and encouraged to 

respond to them creatively.  The comprehension questions seek to encourage pupils to start 

visualizing the story scene with the use of 'draw a picture' tasks, and to start engaging critically 

by finding information from a text.  The composition tasks are carefully structured so that 

pupils are guided through each step of every task. Each section builds on earlier lessons and 

challenges to develop pupils’ skills. 

Comprehension Task – 1 Hour 

Read the story from Mother Goose in Prose below, 

and answer the questions. 
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Mother Goose in prose by L. Frank Baum 
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Read the passage above carefully and then answer 

the questions.  Remember to write your answers in 

full sentences, taking care with spelling and 

punctuation. 
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Composition Task – 1 Hour 

Do you play a musical instrument or like listening to 

music?  Write about the music that you like. 
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If you were left at home alone like Bobby what would 

you do?  Write your thoughts on the lines below. 
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Write the next part of the story. Try to include what 

Bobby does when his parents are away and what 

happens when they come back home. 
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Comprehension and Composition 8 

Learning Objective 

  

These sections are aimed at both 'increasing (pupils) familiarity with a wide range of books, 

including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally and identifying 

themes and conventions in a wide range of books.' - as set out in the National Curriculum 

guidelines.  Pupils are exposed to a wide range of simple literary texts and encouraged to 

respond to them creatively.  The comprehension questions seek to encourage pupils to start 

visualizing the story scene with the use of 'draw a picture' tasks, and to start engaging critically 

by finding information from a text.  The composition tasks are carefully structured so that 

pupils are guided through each step of every task. Each section builds on earlier lessons and 

challenges to develop pupils’ skills. 

Comprehension Task – 1 Hour 

Read the story from The Wind in The Willows below, 

and answer the questions. 
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The Wind in the Willows, Kenneth Grahame 
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Read the passage above carefully and then answer 

the questions.  Remember to write your answers in 

full sentences, taking care with spelling and 

punctuation. 
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Composition Task – 1 Hour 

Is there anyone you would really like to meet i.e., an 

actor singer etc.? 

Write a list of people you'd like to meet and why you 

would like to meet them. 
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Imagine that Mole meets the Badger.  What would 

they say to each other? Write a conversation that 

might take place between them. 
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Comprehension and Composition 9 

Learning Objective 

  

These sections are aimed at both 'increasing (pupils) familiarity with a wide range of books, 

including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally and identifying 

themes and conventions in a wide range of books.' - as set out in the National Curriculum 

guidelines.  Pupils are exposed to a wide range of simple literary texts and encouraged to 

respond to them creatively.  The comprehension questions seek to encourage pupils to start 

visualizing the story scene with the use of 'draw a picture' tasks, and to start engaging critically 

by finding information from a text.  The composition tasks are carefully structured so that 

pupils are guided through each step of every task. Each section builds on earlier lessons and 

challenges to develop pupils’ skills. 

Comprehension Task – 1 Hour 

Read the story from The Book of Dragons below, 

and answer the questions. 
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The Book of Dragons, E. Nesbit 
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Read the passage above carefully and then answer 

the questions.  Remember to write your answers in 

full sentences, taking care with spelling and 

punctuation. 
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Composition Task – 1 Hour 

What does the word 'curious' mean?  If you are not 

sure, look it up in a dictionary and write it down in 

the space below. 
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Write a story about something 'curious' but first 

spend ten minutes planning your story on the lines 

below.  Think about the characters, the setting and 

what will happen. 
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Now write your story, with the title, 'Something 

Curious'. 
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Comprehension and Composition 10 

Learning Objective 

  

These sections are aimed at both 'increasing (pupils) familiarity with a wide range of books, 

including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally and identifying 

themes and conventions in a wide range of books.' - as set out in the National Curriculum 

guidelines.  Pupils are exposed to a wide range of simple literary texts and encouraged to 

respond to them creatively.  The comprehension questions seek to encourage pupils to start 

visualizing the story scene with the use of 'draw a picture' tasks, and to start engaging critically 

by finding information from a text.  The composition tasks are carefully structured so that 

pupils are guided through each step of every task. Each section builds on earlier lessons and 

challenges to develop pupils’ skills. 
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Comprehension Task – 1 Hour 

Read the extract from London Town below, and 

answer the questions. 

London Town, Thomas Crane, Ellen Houghton 
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Read the poem ‘The Penny Ice Man’ carefully and 

then answer the questions.  Remember to write your 

answers in full sentences, taking care with spelling 

and punctuation. 

 

 

 



~113~ 
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Composition Task – 1 Hour 

Imagine that you could live in an ice cream parlour.  

What would it look like, what ice-cream flavours 

would you sell? 
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Who would you invite to your ice cream parlour? 

Make a list on the lines below. 
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Draw a picture of your ice-cream parlour in the box 

below.  Add labels to show details. 




