Phonics and Early Literacy

How do we teach children to read?

Jason Oak
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What it looks like before you can read
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The alphabet

» 26 letters-a, b, c,d, e, f, g, h, I, j, k|
m’ n) 0? p’ qJ r’ S’ t) u) V? WJ X’ y’ Z

* 44 different sounds

* Phonics is the understanding of how these
44 different sounds can be made by
combining the letters of the alphabet.

Learning to read starts with the lettecd the alphabet.
In nursery and Reception children start to the names of the letters, as well as the
letter sounds.
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CONSONANT SOUNDS
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SHORT VOWELS
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Phonics consists of:

|dentifying sounds in spoken words

Recognising the common spellings of each
phoneme

Segmenting words into phonemes to help to
decode them and to help spell them

Blending phonemes into words for fluent reading




Some definitions

Phoneme - a single sound in a word

Grapheme - the letter, or group of letters that
represents one sound. It could be one, two,
three, or more letters.

How many phonemes can you hear in ‘cat’?

How many graphemes are there in ‘cat’?




Blending (for reading)

* Recognising the sounds in a written word,
eg. c-u-p, or sh-ee-p

* Merging them in the correct order to
pronounce the words cup and sheep




Segmenting (for spelling)

* Identifying the individual sounds in a spoken
word (eg, h-i-m, s-t-or-k) and writing down
letters for each phoneme (sound) to form the
words.




How does this work in practice?

Segmenting

ond
Blending

This is a video for Australian teachers, so some of the resources mentioned here are
not used in this school, but it doexplain very well how segmenting and blending
work in practice.



Progression in Phonics

* S0, how do we start this process?
* Where does it go from there?

* How do children become fluent readers?
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Synthetic Phonics

+ http://www.mrthorne.com/category/start/

+ Synthetic phonics gives children the
ability to decode (read) almost any new
word they come across. Even made-up
words, like ‘zotty’ or ‘stodder’ or ‘shev’.

In UK schools, and this one, we teaghthetic phonics.

This is where we teach thghonemegsounds) associated with tligaphemes
(letters) at the rate of about six sounds per week. The sounds are taught in isolation
then blended together (i.e. synthesised)t#toughthe-word.

For example, children might be taught a shastvel sounde.g. /a/) in addition to
someconsonantsounds (e.g. /s/, /t/, Ip/). Then the children are taught words with
these sounds (e.g. sat, pat, tap, at). They are taught to pronounce each phoneme in a
word, then toblendthe phonemesogether to form the word (e.qg. /sf/a/ - t/;

"sat").
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phoneme
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grapheme
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vowel_sound
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consonant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blend
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phoneme

Phase 1

« Distinguishing between sounds in the
environment and phonemes

» Showing an awareness of rhyme and
alliteration

« Exploring and experimenting with sounds
and words

 Discriminating speech sounds in words
* http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/AnimalBingo.html

Activities are divided into seven aspects, including environmental sounds,
instrumental sounds, body sounds, rhythm and rhyme, alliteration, voice sounds and
finally oral blending and segmenting.

13






