


There is a misconception that as children move up through school they 

need their Parents less for Reading. However they are equally as 

important but their role changes. 

Parents can have a strong positive influence on their child's reading 

in the following ways: 

 

• Motivating 

• Demonstrating 

• Building 

• Teaching 

• Encouraging 

• Enjoying 

• Nurturing 
 



 

Year Group Recommended Time 

Year 4 20mins  

Year 5 30mins 

Year 6 30mins 

http://www.chicagonow.com/tween-us/2013/03/reasons-why-reading-aloud-older-kids-tweensl-very-important/id-10077504/


In Phase 3 we move from learning to read, to reading to create meaning.  

Reading at home should involve reading TO, reading WITH and reading BY. 

Reading TO your child: 

• Helps them develop their knowledge of language and story 

structure.   

• It gives them a greater range of ideas which they can use in their 

own writing. 

• It gives children access to text and vocabulary that may be to 

complex for them to read alone. 

• It improves listening comprehension and listening skills. 

• It stimulates the imagination. 



Reading WITH your child 

• Reading with your child becomes increasingly important due to the 

complexity of texts.   

• Your role as a parent changes from helping your child learn to read, to 

help them make deep meaning from a text and encourage them to 

become critical readers.  

• It shows that you value reading as an important life long skills and 

habit. 

 

 

 

 

Reading BY the child 

• Reading silently improves childrens' understanding because it helps 

them concentrate on what they are reading, rather than the 

pronunciation of individual words.  

• When we read silently, we can form mental pictures of the topic being 

read and discussed.  





Children should be working towards; 

• reading independently, fluently and enthusiastically high interest 

and age-appropriate books. 

• Reading text accurately and at a speed that allows them to 

focus on understanding what they have read, rather than on 

decoding individual words.  

• decoding most new words outside of their spoken vocabulary, 

making a good attempt at the word’s pronunciation. As their 

decoding skills become secure, efforts should be made to 

introduce children to new words which will increase their 

vocabulary.  

• Read a wide range of texts, including stories, poems, plays and 

non-fiction pieces on a wide range of subjects.  

• secure the skill of reading silently to themselves. 

• Comment on authorial skills such as sentence length and 

speculate why the author may have written the text in a certain 

way 

• Infer answers from the text, e.g. character’s thoughts and 

feelings, and justify their ideas. 



What This Means for Parents: 

• Give your child access to lots of books on many different 

topics and by a wide range of authors who write in different 

styles, e.g. Roald Dahl, Michael Morpurgo to Julia Donaldson. 
• Encourage your child to attempt to pronounce new words 

they see in the environment around them. Discuss tricky parts 

and model the correct way.  

• Broaden the vocabulary you use when speaking to your child 
and be prepared to clarify the meaning of a wider range of 

words.  

• When reading with your child spend time to discuss themes, 

characters and check their comprehension by finding 
evidence in the book. 

• Encourage your child to read silently to themselves but check 

their understanding of what they have read after doing so. 



 


