
I am delighted to join the BISW team for the upcoming school year.  

I am originally from Ontario, Canada, but have been teaching 
internationally for over 10 years. I have a degree in both education 
and dramatic art and utilize theater skills to enhance learning 
experiences in my lessons. I have worked with multiple educational 
stages from reception through high school and have always enjoyed 
the curiosity and excitement of primary. Most recently, I was 
teaching at the British International School of Houston.  I also 
taught for several years at international schools in Porto Alegre, 
Brazil, and Seoul, South Korea.  

I am a resourceful and goal-driven educator with a solid 
commitment to the social and academic growth and development 
of every child. I look forward to being a member of the BISW 
community and helping your students grow and learn. 

Michael Hernandez
Hungary Class Teacher

Michael.hernandez@biswashington.org
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Meet the Year 3 and 4 team

Salim Zlatkov
Ukraine Class Teacher
salim.zlatkov@biswashington.org

I am really excited and honoured to be here at the British 
International School of Washington. I feel privileged to be a 
teacher and love my job completely. Knowing that I have a 
hand in molding the next generation fills me with exuberance 
and also reminds me of how important teaching is as a 
profession.

Since moving from the UK in August 2019, I have 
found Washington DC to be a very welcoming and 
interesting place to live. In my spare time, I listen and create 
music. I have an ever-growing record collection and play the 
guitar. I also love cooking and take pride in what I produce in 
the kitchen!
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I have been at BISW since January 2020 and I love working in such an
inclusive and diverse environment. Over the years I have lived in a
variety of places within England and was fortunate to live in Naples as
a child.

I believe in building positive and open relationships with the children.
These relationships create trust and allow children to respond to
feedback and work alongside me to develop their learning. I want
every child to have a passion for investigating and experimenting to
facilitate learning.

In my free-time I like to bake, museum-hop, ski and read novels.

I look forward to working alongside you and your child to ensure they
have a successful year!

I have been a teacher at BISW since 2013 and love working with such a
diverse and internationally minded group of students, parents and
colleagues. Living in the nation’s capital provides a wealth of amazing
opportunities for educators, enabling us to regularly enrich children’s
learning outside of the classroom.

Prior to moving to the US, I taught at primary schools in the UK and
at an International school in Tanzania. My time in East Africa enabled me
to experience the natural wonders of the Great Rift Valley and appreciate
the rich biodiversity of life on earth. I try to instill this sense of wonder
and responsibility to the students that I teach today.

I consider myself exceptionally lucky to have traveled to many
places around the globe. These experiences and studying for a master’s
degree in International Education have given me a passion for
lifelong learning and instilled in me the importance of intercultural
understanding. Out of school, I love surfing, cycling, learning to play the
guitar and spending time outdoors with my wife, son and dog Poppy.

I look forward to embarking on our learning journey together!

Kelly-Anne Smith
Romania Class Teacher

Kelly-Anne.Smith@biswashington.org

Meet the Year 3 and 4 team

Ian Priestley
Greece Class Teacher
Ian.Priestley@biswashington.org
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I grew up in the vibrant and wonderful city of London. After 
completing a Psychology degree and a Post Graduate Certificate in 
Education, I worked for five years at a local  primary school in East 
London before accepting a job at one of our sister schools in 
Chicago, where I worked for four years.

I have had two happy and successful year at BISW and I’m pleased 
that I will be remaining in Reception next year. I love teaching 
children from a diverse community of people, learning about 
different cultures, languages and traditions.

My teaching philosophy is that there’s no limit to what a student 
can achieve; The British School of Washington DC upholds the same 
philosophy. I am looking forward to another year 

Kevwe Orere
Slovenia Class Teacher

Kevwe.orere@biswashington.org
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Meet the Year 3 and 4 team

My name is Amy Kennedy and I am from Bristol, England. I have 

been at BISW for one year. I have over three years experience 

working in lower and upper primary. I am really excited to be 

working with year 3 this academic year.

I grew up in the New Forest in England. After studying at the University of 
Newcastle Upon Tyne I joined the Royal Navy were I served an eight year
commission which included two years navigating an American the USS 
Winston S Churchill based in Norfolk,Virginia. Following that I enjoyed a 
career in financial services before moving to Kenya with my family 4 years 
ago. In Kenya I volunteered with a number of children’s charities which 
included setting up a primary school for children from a particularly 
deprived area. During my time in Kenya I decided that I would like to re-
train as a teacher. I am currently half way through my teacher training 
with the University of Sunderland. I was lucky enough to spend some 
time at BISW at the start of 2020 and am very excited to be back here 
supporting Year 4.

Amy Kennedy
Learning Assistant 

Rosalind Dempsey
Learning Assistant

mailto:Kevwe.orere@biswashington.org


English Curriculum

Key Objectives
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Reading Writing

To apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and 

suffices to read aloud and understand meaning of new words

To spell homophones

To read exception words, noting unusual correspondences 

between spelling and sound

To use the first 2 or 3 letters of a word to check its spelling in the 

dictionary

To retell some of these (fairy tales, traditional tales, etc.) orally To write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher

To identify themes and conventions in a wide range of books To discuss writing similar to that which they are planning

To prepare poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, 

showing understanding through intonation, tone, volume and 

action

To compose and rehearse sentences orally, including dialogue

To recognise some different forms of poetry To build a varied a rich vocabulary and an increasing range of 

sentence structures

To use dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they 

have read

To organise paragraphs around a theme

To check that the text makes sense to them, discussing their 

understanding and explaining the meaning of words

To create settings, characters and plots in narrative

To identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph 

and summarising these

To use simple organisational devices in non-narrative

To draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, 

thoughts and motives from their actions

To assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing

To justify inferences with evidence from the text To propose changes to grammar and vocabulary

To discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest 

and imagination

To proofread for spelling and punctuation

To identify how language contributes to meaning Spoken Language

To identify how structure and presentation contribute to 

meaning
To listen and respond appropriately

To retrieve and record information from non-fiction To ask relevant questions

Vocabulary, grammar & punctuation To speak audibly and fluently

To extend sentences by using a wider range of conjunctions, 

including when, if, because, although
To articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions

To use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to past tense To participate in discussions, presentations, performances, 
roleplay and debates

To choose nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity To maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative 
conversations

To use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time 

and cause 
To gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)

Using fronted adverbials and commas after them To consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and 
building on the contributions of others

To use the possessive apostrophe with singular and plural 

nouns

To select and use appropriate registers for effective 
communication

To use and punctuate direct speech



Maths Curriculum

Yearly Overview
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Maths Curriculum

Key Objectives
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Count backwards through zero to include negative numbers

Recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit number

Round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000

Recall multiplication and division facts for multiplication tables up to 12 × 12

Use place value, known and derived facts to multiply and divide mentally, including:

multiplying by 0 and 1; dividing by 1; multiplying together three numbers

Recognise and use factor pairs and commutativity in mental calculations

Multiply two-digit and three-digit numbers by a one-digit number using formal written 

layout

Add and subtract numbers with 4 digits using formal methods

Solve addition and subtraction  2 step problems in context 

Recognise that hundredths arise when dividing an object by one hundred and dividing 

tenths by ten.

Recognise and write decimal equivalents to ¼, ½ and ¾

Find the effect of dividing a one- or two-digit number by 10 and 100, identifying the value of 

the digits in the answer as ones, tenths and hundredths

Round decimals with one decimal place to the nearest whole number

Compare numbers with the same number of decimal places up to two decimal places

Convert between different units of measure; estimate, compare and calculate different 

measures, including money in pounds and pence

Find the area of rectilinear shapes by counting squares

Solve problems involving converting from hours to minutes; minutes to seconds; years to 

months; weeks to days

Compare and classify geometric shapes, including quadrilaterals and triangles, based on 

properties and sizes

Complete a simple symmetric figure with respect to a specific line of symmetry.

Describe positions on a 2-D grid as coordinates in the first quadrant

Describe movements between positions as translations of a given unit to the left/right and 

up/down

Interpret and present discrete and continuous data using appropriate graphical methods, 

including bar charts and time graphs



IPC

Units of Learning

Term First Half-Term Second Half-Term

Autumn 
Term

Footprints From The Past

Dinosaurs lived millions of years ago –
long before people lived on Earth. No one has ever
seen a dinosaur so how do we know anything
about them? Fossil evidence and dinosaur bones
provide our only clues. Like detectives, we will try to
discover what dinosaurs looked like, what they ate
and what might have happened to them in the end.

Living Together

We all belong to many different communities –
family, friends, sports teams, activity groups, etc.
However, there is one thing that every community
has in common – people. We must learn how to
respect, support and work with other people if we
hope to become valuable contributors to the
communities that we are a part of.

Winter 
Term

Active Planet

The tectonic plates that form the Earth’s crust
are always moving. Even the smallest movement
can cause huge earthquakes, volcanoes and
tsunamis that devastate communities across wide
areas. If we can understand what is
happening underground we can learn to predict and
protect ourselves in the future.

What's On The Menu?

Think about all the different meals that you have
eaten over the last five days. This might include
home meals, school meals and any restaurant meals
you have eaten. Have you ever stopped to consider
where your food comes from? Who made it? How
were the ingredients grown? How many different
people were responsible for the food that ends up on
your plate? Food is essential. It gives us energy to do
the things that we want to do – but how much do we
really know about how food is produced and
prepared?

Spring 
Term

Young Entrepreneaurs

A business is more than just a product or a service. Behind every item that we buy, every service that we use,
there is a story. Running a business involves many skills – creativity, leadership, team work, communication,
budgeting, planning, design, customer-awareness and so on. If we want to become the successful
entrepreneurs of the future, then it is important that we understand the thought and hard work that goes into
planning and setting up a business – and turning our ideas into a reality.

IPC Units Yearly Overview

Personal goals underpin the individual qualities and dispositions we believe children will find essential in the 21st 
century. Opportunities to experience and practice these are built into the learning tasks within each unit of work.

IPC Personal Learning Goals

Adaptability
Communication

Cooperation
Enquiry
Morality

Resilience
Respect

Thoughtfulness
International Mindedness
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Outline

Additional Information

A Typical Day
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Time Activity

8:10 a.m. Arrival and meet at designated area

8.25 a.m. Teachers meet children and walk to the classroom together

8.30 a.m. Register

8.40 a.m. Phonics and Reading activities

9:35 a.m. Breaktime and Snack

9.55 a.m. English activity

11.00 a.m. IPC activity

11.45 a.m. Playtime 

12.15 p.m. Lunch 

12.45 p.m. Maths activities

1.40 p.m. Specialist Language Lesson

2.10 p.m. Class story 

2.30 p.m. Tidy, organise for home, dismissal

At home. Specialist PE or Performing Arts Lesson


