
Rising 7th Grade Summer Reading 2017 
Welcome to Summer, dear readers!  For your assigned Summer Reading: 
 
o   ALL incoming 7th graders will read the same Core Novel, which will form 
the basis of the first unit of study for Trimester 1 in August.  In addition to 
reading this Core Novel, all students must complete the Annotation 
Assignment (see pages 4 and 5) for the Core Novel. 
 
PLUS 
 
o   All students will read one book from the Choice List. 
 
o   All students will choose and read one book by 2017 Newbery Honor winning 
author Adam Gidwitz from the list below, as he will be our visiting author in 
September! 
 
**Note:  each middle schooler will read a total of at least three (3) books 
this summer. 
 
Successfully reading (and ENJOYING) these books will translate into 
starting the year strong.  Please return to school in August ready to discuss 
all aspects of the core novel, as well as your chosen book(s). 
 
Most books are available in several formats, including paperback, audio 
(Overdrive, CD, Audible.com, iTunes) and eBook (Overdrive, Kindle, iTunes). 
 
Our NBPS Overdrive Collection can be accessed at 
https://northbrowardfl.libraryreserve.com.  Sign in with your student id to 
check out and download ebooks and audiobooks. 
 
No matter which versions you read or listen to, you must also own a print or 
digital copy of your core novel to bring to class in August. 
 

Core Novel 
 

The Giver (The Giver Quartet bk. 1) by Lois Lowry 

This haunting story centers on twelve-year-old Jonas, who lives in a 
seemingly ideal, if colorless, world of conformity and contentment. Not until 
he is given his life assignment as the Receiver of Memory does he begin to 

understand the dark, complex secrets behind his fragile community.   
Lexile: 760 



 

Adam Gidwitz List 
  

A Tale Dark & Grimm (A Tale Dark & Grimm series, bk. 1) by Adam Gidwitz 
Follows Hansel and Gretel as they walk out of their own story and into eight 
more tales, encountering such wicked creatures as witches, along with kindly 
strangers and other helpful folk. An awesome mash-up of a selection of 
other Grimms' Fairy Tales.  Lexile: 690  

The Inquisitor’s Tale by Adam Gidwitz                                                
Readers are plunged into medieval France to hear the  incredible story of 
three gifted children, a holy greyhound, and the people whose lives they 
touch. It is a time of miracles and saints, of fiends and dragons, all of which 
Gidwitz has meticulously teased from legends and histories of the Middle 
Ages.  Lexile: 620   

 

 

Choice List 
 

The Worst Class Trip Ever by Dave Barry 
In this hilarious novel, Dave Barry takes us on a class trip to Washington, 
DC. Wyatt, his best friend, Matt, and a few kids from Culver Middle School 
find themselves in a heap of trouble…not just with their teachers, but from 
several mysterious men they first meet on their flight to the nation's 
capital. The kids try to stay out of danger and out of the doghouse while 
trying to save the president from attack…or maybe not.  Lexile: 770 
 
Uglies (Uglies series bk. 1) by Scott Westerfeld 
Tally is about to turn sixteen, and she can't wait. Not for her license…for 
turning pretty. In Tally's world, your sixteenth birthday brings an operation 
that turns you from a repellent ugly into a stunningly attractive pretty. But 
Tally's new friend Shay isn't sure she wants to be pretty. When Shay runs 
away, Tally learns about a whole new side of the pretty world…and it isn't 
very pretty.  Lexile: 770 
 
Define “Normal” by Julie Anne Peters 

Two girls--a "punk" and a "priss"--who find themselves facing each other in a 
peer-counseling program, discover that they have some surprising things in 
common.  Lexile: 350 



 
 
I Am Malala (Young Reader’s Edition) by Malala Yousafzai 
Malala Yousafzai describes her fight for education for girls under Taliban 
rule, the support she received from her parents to pursue an education, and 
how the Taliban retaliated against her by trying to kill her.  Lexile: 830 
 
The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill 
An epic fantasy about a young girl raised by a witch, a swamp monster, and a 
Perfectly Tiny Dragon, who must unlock the powerful magic buried deep 
inside her.  Lexile: 640 
 
The Sword of Summer (Magnus Chase and the Gods of Asgard bk. 1): by 
Rick Riordan 

Magnus Chase has always been a troubled kid. Since his mother's mysterious 
death, he's lived alone on the streets of Boston. One day he's tracked down 
by an uncle he barely knows, who tells him an impossible secret: Magnus is 
the son of a Norse god. The Viking myths are true. The gods of Asgard are 
preparing for war. To prevent Ragnarok, Magnus must search the Nine 
Worlds for a weapon that has been lost for thousands of years.  Lexile: 630 
 
This is Not the Abby Show by Debbie Reed Fischer 

Abby lives with ADHD, and it gets her into trouble every day. Blurting out 
the wrong things and constant bruises make her feel like a walking disaster. 
When she flunks English and has to give up theater camp for summer school, 
she thinks her life is over. That is, until she meets a great teacher and new 
friends who not only accept and like her the way she is but understand that 
her goofiness and fast thinking are some of her best assets.  Lexile: 600 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7th and 8th Grade English Annotation Assignment:  Core Novel for 
Summer Reading 

7th grade core novel:  The Giver by Lois Lowry        8th grade core novel: Monster by 
Walter Dean Myers 

Due:  the first day of class in August 
 

Annotating keeps the reader engaged with the text.  You will annotate your 
CORE (required) text. Below are strategies of annotations.  Though 
encouraged, annotations are NOT required for your choice books.  If you 
prefer, use post-it notes OR if you have an e-copy, use the highlight/ note 
function. 
 
Requirements for annotations of your core novel: 

1. Write at least 2 annotations per chapter (for Monster, write 2 
annotations for every 10 pages). 

2. Circle or highlight at least 10 words from throughout the novel that 
are new/unfamiliar to you. Make a list of these words at the end of 
the novel, and then define them. 

a. If you know every single word in this book, circle 10 words that you 
find important or interesting for the plot and write why you think the author 
chose these words. 
b. the definitions may be listed on the text itself, on an e-note, or on a 
piece of paper inserted at the end of the novel  

3. If you have any questions while reading, record specific questions in 
the margins.  If you discover the answer to that question later in the 
text, record the answer in the margins.   

 
Strategies for annotation: 

• Label FACT next to passages that identify the following explicit text 
information, such as:  

o Characters 
o Setting 
o Conflict 
o Elements of plot 
o Point of View 
o Main ideas 

• Label INFERENCE next to passages that prompt you to think implicitly 
about the text, such as: 

o What the text says + what you already know 
! Predictions 
! Conclusions you draw 



! New insights  
• Label AUTHOR’S CRAFT next to passages that make you consider author’s 

style, such as: 
o Note the type of craft: figurative language, flashback, imagery, use 

of humor, interesting graphic element, use of vocabulary, the way the 
words look on the page, etc… 

o Note- How does the language impact the story? 
• Label ANALYSIS next to passages that you analyze and offer supporting 

details for, such as: 
o Examine or dig deeper 

! Think about why the author wrote a passage 
! What does something symbolize or represent? 
! Compare or contrast characters, settings, conflicts, etc… 
! Offer connections to other texts, real-life situations, or to 

yourself 
! Offer solid opinions about the text 

	


