
Rising 8th Grade LPA 

Summer Reading 2019 
 

Welcome to Summer, dear readers!   
	
For your assigned Summer Reading, each Middle School student will read a total of at 
least two (2) books this summer:  

. 
1. All students will read one book from the Choice List.  
2. All students will read one book from the Nathan Hale’s Hazardous Tales List, as he will 

be our visiting author in September.  
3. All students must complete the Annotation & Reaction Assignments.  

  
Successfully reading (and ENJOYING) these books will translate into starting the year 
strong.  Please return to school in August ready to discuss all aspects of the core novel, as well 
as your chosen book(s).  
  
Most books are available in several formats, including paperback, audio (Overdrive, CD, 
Audible.com, iTunes) and eBook (Overdrive, Kindle, iTunes).  
  
No matter which versions you read or listen to, you must also own a print or digital copy of your 
core book to bring to class in August. 
	
 
 
 

Choice List 
 
To Night Owl from Dogfish by Holly Goldberg Sloan & Meg Wolitzer 
Unhappy about being sent to the same summer camp after their fathers start dating, Bett and 
Avery, eleven, eventually begin scheming to get the couple back together after a break-up. Now 
that they can't imagine life without each other, will the two girls figure out a way to be a 
family? Told entirely through emails.  Lexile:  770 
 
All Fall Down (Embassy Row series, bk. 1) by Ally Carter 

There are many powerful people along Embassy Row who want Grace to block out all her unpretty 
thoughts. But Grace will not stop until she finds out who killed her mother and make the killer 
pay.  Lexile: 610 
 
House Arrest by K.A. Holt 
Timothy is a good kid who did a bad thing. Now he's under house arrest for a whole year. He has 
to check in weekly with a probation officer and a therapist, keep a journal, and stay out of 
trouble. But when he must take drastic measures to help his struggling family, staying out of 
trouble proves more difficult than Timothy ever thought it would be. A touching and funny novel 
written in verse.  Lexile:  610 



 
Ghost by Jason Reynolds 
Ghost, a naturally talented runner and troublemaker, is recruited for an elite middle school 
track team. He must stay on track, literally and figuratively, to reach his full potential.      
Lexile: 730 
 
Since You’ve Been Gone by Morgan Matson 
Before Sloane, Emily didn’t go to parties, she barely talked to guys, and she didn’t do anything 
crazy. Enter Sloane, social tornado and the best kind of best friend—someone who yanks you out 
of your shell. But right before what should have been an epic summer, Sloane just…disappears. 
She left a random to-do list with thirteen bizarre tasks that Emily would never try. But what if 
they can lead her to Sloane?  Lexile: 970 
 
The Running Dream by Wendelin Van Draanen 
When a school bus accident leaves sixteen-year-old Jessica an amputee, she returns to school 
with a prosthetic limb and her track team finds a wonderful way to help rekindle her dream of 
running again.  Lexile: 650 
 
Legend by Marie Lu 
In a dark future, when North America has split into two warring nations, fifteen-year-olds Day, 
a famous criminal, and prodigy June, the brilliant soldier hired to capture him, discover that 
they have a common enemy.  Lexile: 710 
 
Ungifted by Gordon KormanDue to an administrative mix-up, troublemaker Donovan Curtis is 
sent to the Academy of Scholastic Distinction, a special program for gifted and talented 
students, after pulling a major prank at middle school.  Lexile 730 
 
 
 
 

Nathan Hale’s Hazardous Tales 
  

Thrilling, daring, can’t-put-‘em-down stories from American history in graphic novel form, 
Nathan Hale's Hazardous Tales is a #1 New York Times bestselling series. Choose one (or 
more!):  

One Dead Spy  
Big Bad Ironclad! 
Donner Dinner Party 
Treaties, Trenches, Mud and Blood  
The Underground Abductor  
Alamo All-Stars  
Raid of No Return 

 
 



 
8th Grade English Annotation Assignment   

Choice Book 

Due: the first day of class in August 
 
Annotating keeps the reader engaged with the text.  You will annotate your choice book. Below 
are strategies of annotations. If you are reading a paper copy, use post-it notes OR if you have 
an e-copy, use the highlight/ note function.  
 
Requirements for annotations of your core novel: 

• Create at least 2 annotations for each chapter 
o Choose from the annotation strategies listed in the chart below 
o You can make your notes after you finish reading the chapters. 

 

Strategies for Annotating: 

What to highlight/label: Insert a comment/note: 

• FACTUAL INFORMATION: Label or highlight a 
passage in red for any of the following that are 
important to the text:   

o Characters 
o Setting 
o Conflict 
o Elements of plot 
o Point of View 
o Main ideas 

→ Next to each passage, insert a comment 
where you identify the factual information 
and how it explains/relates to any of the 
literary elements 

• INFERENCES: Label or highlight a passage in blue 
where you can make an inference: 

o What the text says + what you already know  
o Predictions 
o Conclusions you draw 
o New insights  

→ Next to each passage, insert a comment 
that explains your inference, and what 
prompted you to think implicitly about this 
part of the text 

• ANALYSIS: Label or highlight a passage in yellow 
that causes you as the reader to: 

o Examine 
o Dig deeper 
o Investigate 
o Question 
o Evaluate 
o Connect 

→ Next to each passage, insert a 
comment that explains your analysis, 
while thinking about why the author 
wrote that passage: 

• What does something symbolize or 
represent? 

• Compare or contrast characters, 
settings, conflicts, etc… 

• Offer connections to other texts, 
real-life situations, or to yourself 

• Offer solid opinions about the 
text 



• AUTHOR’S CRAFT: Label or highlight a passage in 
orange that make you consider author’s style: 

o Note the type of craft: figurative language, 
flashback, imagery, use of humor, interesting 
graphic element, use of vocabulary, the way the 
words look on the page, etc… 

o Note- How does the language impact the story? 

→ Next to each passage, insert a comment 
that identifies the type of craft and explain 
why the author used this writing technique to 
create his or her writing 
 

 
 
 

8th Grade English Reaction Assignment:   

Nathan Hale’s Hazardous Tales 

Due:  the first day of class  
 
Great readers react to what they read. I want to hear what you think of the book you selected. 
After reading one of the Nathan Hale’s Hazardous Tales, choose two questions to answer in at 
least three complete sentences. 
 

• Who was your favorite character and what changes did he/she undergo in the story? 
• How did you react to reading this story? Was there a funny part? A Sad part? Explain 

what happened and how you felt.  
• What do you think of reading a graphic novel like this? Did you like the format? Why or 

why not? 
• Would you want to read another one of Nathan Hale’s Hazardous Tales? Why or why not? 
• After reading this book, what questions do you have for the author? Why does that 

question interest you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
	


