
Rising Fifth Grade Summer Reading 2017 

 
Dear Upcoming Fifth Graders, 
 
For your assigned summer reading novel you are to choose one of the new Sunshine 
State books (see attached list).  An activity will be assigned upon returning to 
school in August.  In addition to reading a Sunshine State book, we would also like 
for you to read a book about an American historical event.  Choose one of the 
following books:  

• The Return of the Indian – Lynne Reid Banks 
• George Washington Socks – Elvira Woodruff 
• Capture the Flag – Kate Messner 
• I Survived #7: The Battle of Gettysburg – Lauren Tarshis 

While you read this book, we would like for you to complete three activities. In 
fifth grade we will investigate “learning styles” and different ways of learning new 
concepts. Many assignments in fifth grade revolve around learning styles and 
choices. You will have some choices to make in the following activities: 
 
Activity One: Vocabulary project - Choose ten vocabulary words from the novel you 
read and one project from the learning styles menu. Complete one vocabulary 
project using your choice of words.  Please choose words from the novel that are 
unfamiliar to you.  This project should be typed and illustrated using original 
drawings, clip art or photographs.  
 
Activity Two: Writing Activity - Choose one writing activity from the list and be 
sure to include details from the story. Your response should be about one page, 
typed and double-spaced. You may include an illustration with this activity also. 
 
Activity Three: Integrated project - Choose one integrated project to complete 
related to the following topics about time travel.  You will present this project to 
your new homeroom class. 
 
Happy Reading! 
The Fifth Grade Team 



 
 

Activity One – Vocabulary Project 
The Four Learning Styles: You will learn more about these in fifth grade. 

Mastery  – Realistic, practical, and matter-of-fact.  Mastery learners are results-oriented, 
preferring action to words, and involvement to theory. 

Understanding – Theoretical, intellectual, and knowledge-oriented.  Understanding learners 
prefer to be challenged intellectually and to think things through for themselves.  They 
are curious about ideas. 

Self-Expressive – Curious, insightful, and imaginative.  Self-Expressive learners are 
searching for new and unusual ways to express themselves.  They prefer to use their 
imaginations and do things in unique ways. 

Interpersonal – Sociable, friendly, and interpersonally oriented.  Interpersonal learners 
are sensitive to people’s feelings.  They prefer to learn about things that directly affect 
people’s lives, rather than impersonal facts or theories. 

 
Choose 10 unfamiliar words to complete one Vocabulary Project: You will need to look up 
the words you choose in a dictionary and use the word correctly in your project. 

Guidelines:  Your project must demonstrate the meaning of the words in context. Your 
project must be typed and include illustrations.  Neatness and spelling always count.  Be 
Creative! 

 

Mastery Interpersonal 

Write a sentence for each vocabulary word. 
Include illustrations for your sentences. 

Use your vocabulary words to write a 
persuasive letter to your parents convincing 
them to let you do or buy something. Use 
the five parts of a friendly letter and 
include a picture with your letter.  

Understanding Self-Expressive 

Give a summary of a current event using 
your vocabulary words. Use a newspaper, 
magazine or Internet source to locate a 
news event to summarize. Include an 
illustration or photograph. 

Create a collage to represent your words. 
Include each word in print, a picture for 
each word and a definition for each word. 
Cut these out to create your collage. 

 



 

Activity Two – Writing Assignment 

Choose one of the following writing activities to complete. Your assignment should 
be at least one page typed, 12-point font, double-spaced and completed using 
illustrations or a cover page.  

1. Traveling Back in Time 
Have you ever read a book in which people traveled back in time?   What 
eras did they visit?  Why do you think an author would choose to portray the 
events in history in this way?  If you could visit one historical event in 
America’s past, what would it be and why? 
 

2. Good vs. Evil 
A theme found in many novels is good vs. evil.  Consider how this theme is 
represented in the novel you read.  Describe how this theme is revealed 
through the novel.  Include the events, characters, and actions in the story 
that demonstrate the qualities of goodness and evil.  Explain how good 
conquers evil in the story.  Do you think the novel could have ended 
differently?   Explain. 
 

3. Historical Figure 
Select one historical figure mentioned in the book and do a research project 
on that person.  Explain what their life was like, in chronological order 
including important, factual events.  What were their accomplishments?  
What were they most famous for?  Why did you choose the person? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Activity Three - Integrated Project 
 
Choose one of the following projects to complete and present to your class 
the first week of school. Your project should be thoughtfully done, colorful, 
detailed, and visually appealing.  
 
1. Test Time 

Create a test and answer key based on your historical fiction book.  
Include several different types of questions on your test: 
 

• Short answer 
• Multiple choice 
• Fill in the blank 
• Matching Information 
• True or False 

It’s easiest to create the answer key as you write the test.  Refer to 
your book when making up the questions and especially while you are 
writing the answers.  You should ask questions about different parts of 
the book. 

2. Time Capsule 
Imagine that the subject of your book made a time capsule to let future 
generations know about his/her life.  What would the person have 
included?  Create a time capsule and on index cards write a brief 
description about each item inside.  The objects you choose should 
represent the people, places, and events that were important to the 
person.  They can also represent the person’s interests or aspects of 
his/her personality.  You may include actual objects or drawings.  
Decorate a shoebox in a way that represents the subject of your novel.  
Write the title, author, and your name on the box. 

 
3. Extra!  Extra! 

For this project you will create the front page of a newspaper with two 
articles based on your novel.   For your first article, you will report one 
event that happened in the story.  Use details and story elements to 
report one important event that occurs in your novel.  Please be sure to 
answer the questions who, what, where, when, why and how.  Include a 



title for the article that relates to your book.  Your second article should 
be titled “Face to Face:  A Conversation with (choose a story character).”  
For this article, you will write interview questions and answers from a 
fictional interview with a main character from the story.  You will write 
from two perspectives:  a news reporter asking the questions, and the 
story character answering the questions.  Include at least seven 
questions in your interview. 
 
To finish off your news page, add a newspaper title, article titles, 
pictures and captions.  You can even add a cartoon if you’d like.  Have fun 
and be creative! 

 
 
 

 


