
Rising 6th Grade LPA 

Summer Reading 2019 
 

 
Welcome to Summer, dear readers!   
 
For your assigned Summer Reading, each Middle School student will read 
a total of at least two (2) books this summer:  
 

1. All students will read one book from the Choice List.  
2. All students will read one book from the Nathan Hale’s Hazardous 

Tales List, as he will be our visiting author in September.  
3. All students must complete the Annotation & Reaction Assignments.  

  
Successfully reading and enjoying these books will translate into starting 
the year strong.  Please return to school in August ready to discuss all 
aspects of your choice book, as well as one of the  Nathan Hale’s Hazardous 
Tales List. 
  
Most books are available in several formats, including paperback, audio 
(Overdrive, CD, Audible.com, iTunes) and eBook (Overdrive, Kindle, iTunes).  
  
No matter which versions you read or listen to, you must also own a print or 
digital copy of your core book to bring to class in August. 
 

Choice List 
Good Dog by Dan Gemeinhart 
Brodie was a good dog. And good dogs go to heaven. Except Brodie can't 
move on. As wonderful as his glimpse of the afterlife is, he can't forget the 
boy he left behind. The boy he loved, and who loved him in return. The boy 
who's still in danger. With the help of two other lost souls, he is determined 
to find his boy and to save him.  Lexile: 530 
 
Among the Hidden (Shadow Children series, bk. 1) by Margaret Peterson 
Haddix.                                                                                                           
A government decree allows each family only two children. For Luke, a third 
child, this has meant a lifetime of hiding. But could a stray glimpse of a child 
hiding in the house across the way lead to freedom?  Lexile:  800  



Ragweed by Avi  

Ragweed the mouse is four months old and anxious to see the world. So he 
says goodbye to his family and friends in the Woodlands and, following the 
advice of a friendly vole, makes his way to the big city.  Lexile: 690 

 
Ruby Holler by Sharon Creech 
Dallas and Florida are "the trouble twins," shuffled around all their lives, 
longing for a loving place to call home. Tiller and Sairy are an eccentric older 
couple restless for one more big adventure. And Ruby Holler is the beautiful, 
mysterious place that changes all their lives forever.  Lexile: 660 
 
Liar and Spy by Rebecca Stead 
Seventh-grader Georges adjusts to moving from a house to an apartment, 
his father's efforts to start a new business, his mother's extra shifts as a 
nurse, being picked on at school, and Safer, a boy who wants his help spying 
on another resident of their building.  Lexile: 670 
 
The War that Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley 
A young disabled girl and her brother are evacuated from London to the 
English countryside during World War II, where they find life to be much 
sweeter away from their abusive mother.  Lexile: 660 

 
Nathan Hale’s Hazardous Tales 

  
Thrilling, daring, can’t-put-‘em-down stories from American history in 
graphic novel form, Nathan Hale's Hazardous Tales is a #1 New York 
Times bestselling series. Choose one (or more!):  

One Dead Spy  
Big Bad Ironclad! 
Donner Dinner Party 
Treaties, Trenches, Mud and Blood  
The Underground Abductor  
Alamo All-Stars  
Raid of No Return 

 



 
 
 

6th Grade English Annotation Assignment:   
Choice Book 

Due:  the first day of class  
 
Annotating keeps the reader engaged with the text.  If you prefer, use 
post-it notes OR if you have an e-copy, use the highlight/ note function. 
 
Requirements for annotations of your choice book: 
 

1. At the end of each chapter (either on a post-it note or as a note in 
the text itself):  Write 1 sentence that summarizes what 
happened in this chapter. 

  
 Here are two strategies to help you to summarize: 
 

A) Strategy #1: Who-what-when-where-why-how 
  

Example: One summer morning, Opal goes to the library and 
meets Miss Franny Block, a quirky older lady, and Miss Franny 
then proceeds to tell Opal about the Civil War. 

 
    B) Strategy #2: Somebody Wants...But….So  

 
Example: Kevin doesn’t want to be teased by others about being 
so short for his age, so he decides to call himself “Freak.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
6th Grade English Reaction Assignment:   

Nathan Hale’s Hazardous Tales 
Due:  the first day of class  

 
Great readers react to what they read. I want to hear what you think 
of the book you selected. After reading one of the Nathan Hale’s 
Hazardous Tales, choose two questions to answer in at least three 
complete sentences. 
 

• Who was your favorite character and what changes did he/she 
undergo in the story? 

• How did you react to reading this story? Was there a funny part? 
A Sad part? Explain what happened and how you felt.  

• What do you think of reading a graphic novel like this? Did you 
like the format? Why or why not? 

• Would you want to read another one of Nathan Hale’s Hazardous 
Tales? Why or why not? 

• After reading this book, what questions do you have for the 
author? Why does that question interest you? 

 


