
Rising 8th Grade LPA 

Summer Reading 2018 
 

Welcome to Summer, dear readers!  For your assigned Summer Reading: 
 
·      Please choose and read at least one book from the Choice List, and 
complete the project found on page 4.  All projects are due the first week 
of school. 
 
Successfully reading (and ENJOYING) these books will translate into 
starting the year strong.  Please return to school in August ready to discuss 
all aspects of your chosen book. 
 
All books are available in both print and audio formats (Overdrive, CD, 
Audible.com, iTunes, Kindle). 
 
Our NBPS Overdrive Collection can be accessed at 
https://northbrowardfl.libraryreserve.com.  Sign in with your student id to 
check out and download ebooks and audiobooks. 
 
No matter which versions you read or listen to, you must also own a print or 
digital copy of your choice novel to bring to class in August. 
 
 
 

 
Choice List 

 
Among the Hidden (Shadow Children series bk. 1) by Margaret Peterson 
Haddix. This New York Times bestselling author will visit NBPS in 
September! A government decree allows each family only two children. For 
Luke, a third child, this has meant a lifetime of hiding. But could a stray 
glimpse of a child hiding in the house across the way lead to freedom?  
Lexile:  800  

Just Ella (Palace Chronicles series, bk. 1) by Margaret Peterson Haddix  
In this continuation of the Cinderella story, fifteen-year-old Ella finds that 
accepting Prince Charming's proposal ensnares her in a suffocating tangle of 
palace rules and royal etiquette, so she plots to escape.  Lexile: 790 
 



 
The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis  
Nord Anglia One World, One Book Selection for Middle School	
When Parvana's father is arrested and taken to jail, she must disguise 
herself as a boy in order to earn money for her family.  Lexile: 700 
 
Masterminds (Masterminds series bk. 1) by Gordon Korman                               
Eli lives in the most perfect town in the world: Serenity, New Mexico, until 
one day, when all the kids learn they were cloned from the DNA of some of 
the greatest criminal masterminds in history for an experiment.  Lexile: 730 

Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli 
Stargirl, a teen who animates quiet Mica High with her colorful personality, 
suddenly finds herself shunned for her refusal to conform.  Lexile: 590 
 
Monster by Walter Dean Myers 
While on trial as an accomplice to a murder, sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon 
records his experiences in prison and in the courtroom in the form of a film 
script as he tries to come to terms with the course his life has 
taken.  Lexile: 670 
 
Theodore Boone Kid Lawyer (Theodore Boone series bk. 1) by John Grisham 

Thirteen-year-old Theodore Boone, who knows every judge, police officer, 
and court clerk in the small town of Strattenburg, finds himself involved in a 
murder trial because of knowledge he might have about a cold-blooded 
killer.  Lexile: 790 
 
The Angel Experiment (Maximum Ride series bk. 1) by James Patterson 
After the mutant Erasers abduct the youngest member of their group, the 
"birdkids" (who are the result of genetic experimentation) take off in 
pursuit and find themselves struggling to understand their own origins and 
purpose. Lexile: 700 
 
Woods Runner by Gary Paulsen 

From his 1776 Pennsylvania homestead, thirteen-year-old Samuel, who is a 
highly-skilled woodsman, sets out toward NYC to rescue his parents from 
the band of British soldiers and Native Americans who kidnapped them after 
slaughtering most of their community.  Lexile: 870 
 
 



Cinder (Lunar Chronicles series bk. 1) by Marissa Meyer 

Cinder, a gifted mechanic and a cyborg with a mysterious past, is blamed by 
her stepmother for her stepsister's illness, while a deadly plague decimates 
the population of New Beijing. But when Cinder's life gets intertwined with 
Prince Kai's, she finds herself at the center of an intergalactic 
struggle.  Lexile: 790 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SUMMER READING IDEAS: 

8TH GRADE WILL HAVE A WRITTEN AND A CREATIVE PROJECT 
 
WRITTEN:  After reading your novel, respond to 4 of the 8 journals. Write 
your responses, neatly, either on white lined paper or type on a word 
document. 
        1.  Did you like this book?  Why or why not?  Would you read another 
book by this author?  Why or why not? 

        2.  Describe one problem or conflict in this story.  How was it resolved? 

        3.  What connections to your own life did you make while reading this 
book?  Does the character remind you of yourself or of someone you might 
know?   Does the problem remind you of something that happened in your 
life? 
        4.  What do the character’s actions show you about his/her personality 
and interests? 

        5.   If the author were here, what would you say and ask him/her? 

        6.  Describe the important ideas in the story.  Describe the similarities 
and differences between the main character and you. 
        7.  Explain what kind of reader would like this book most.  Explain why 
somebody should or should not read this.  How would you explain the plot of 
this story to somebody interested in reading it? 

        8.  Choose 4 to 8 words from the novel that you had difficulty 
understanding.  Interpret what you think each word means using context 
clues.  Then, use a dictionary to locate the actual meaning. 
 
 
CREATIVE:  Choose one of the following. 
        Life-Sized Character:  Trace yourself or someone else on paper to 
create a life-sized character.  Decorate character with clothes and face, 
etc.  Also, include information about character traits, thoughts, feelings, and 
other important information relevant to the novel. 

OR 

           Travel Brochure:  Create a tri-fold brochure by folding white paper 
into three even sections.  Provide the following 6 requirements: title page 
with illustration, setting, characters, summary, conflict/resolution, reader 
recommendation page.  This should be neat and colorful with illustrations. 

OR 



        Kite:  Create a diamond-shaped kite.  Divide it into 4 parts.  Provide the 
following information on the four parts:  Setting, Characters, 
Conflict/Resolution, and Summary.  Attach a string, yarn, or ribbon to the 
bottom of the kite and provide the title and author. 

OR 

        Wanted Poster: Make a “Wanted” poster for one of the characters in 
the book.  Include the following:  (a) drawing of the character (not a stick 
figure), (b) a physical description of the character, (c) the characters deeds 
or misdeeds, (d) other important information about the character, and (e) 
the reward offered for the capture of the character. 

OR 

        Scrapbook:  Complete a scrapbook that includes items that represent 
the protagonist and theme of the novel. Follow the outlined requirements: 

·      Explain how each of the items highlights character, plot, or 
theme.  Your scrapbook should have at least 10 elements or items (at 
least 5 pages), with a decorative cover.  

·      You should have a variety of different types of items:  do not use 
all pictures, or all letters, or all symbols.  

·      Your scrapbook should be bound in some fashion (a binder or photo 
album may be a great place to start).  

·      All items in the scrapbook must be labeled with explanations of 
their significance.  This can be done directly on the page or on a 
separate sheet of (typed) paper at the back of your scrapbook. 

·      Scrapbook elements will most likely need to be relatively flat, but 
you are welcome to use “pop-up” items, as long as your book will still 
close easily. 

 
 
 
	


