
Rising 12th Grade 

IB Language A: Language and Literature (SL2) 

Summer Reading 2017 

Welcome to Summer, dear readers!  For your assigned Summer Reading: 
 
·      ALL incoming IB Lang and Lit 11th graders will read the same Core Novel, 
which will form the basis of the first unit of study for Trimester 1 in 
August. 
 
PLUS 
 
·      IB Lang and Lit students will choose and read at least one additional  book 
from the Choice List. 
 
Successfully reading (and ENJOYING) these books will translate into 
starting the year strong.  Please return to school in August ready to discuss 
all aspects of the core novel, as well as your chosen book(s). 
 
Most books are available in several formats, including paperback, audio 
(Overdrive, CD, Audible.com, iTunes) and eBook (Overdrive, Kindle, iTunes). 
 
Our NBPS Overdrive Collection can be accessed at 
https://northbrowardfl.libraryreserve.com.  Sign in with your student id to 
check out and download ebooks and audiobooks. 
 
No matter which versions you read or listen to, you must also own a print or 
digital copy of your core novel to bring to class in August. 
 
 

Core Novel 
 
Strange Pilgrims by Gabriel Garcia Marquez 
This collection of twelve stories recounts the peculiar experiences that 
befall Latin Americans visiting or living in Europe.  The plots are simple, but 
the character study and use of language is insightful.  
 
 
 
 



 

Choice List 
 
Colorless Tsukuru Tazaki and His Years of Pilgrimage by Haruki Murakami 
Living a simple life as a train station engineer, Tsukuru is compelled to 
reexamine his past after a girlfriend suggests he reconnect with a group of 
friends from high school. A tight-knit fivesome for years, the group 
suddenly alienated Tsukuru under mysterious circumstances when he was in 
college. For months after the break, not knowing what had gone wrong, he 
became obsessed with death and slowly lost his sense of self.  This story is 
the struggle of coming to terms with buried emotions and missed 
opportunities. 
 
Interpreter of Maladies by Jhumpa Lahiri 
Navigating between the Indian traditions they've inherited and the baffling 
new world, the characters in these stories seek love beyond the barriers of 
culture and generations.  In nine stories saturated with the details of Indian 
culture, the author charts the emotional journeys of characters seeking love 
beyond the barriers of nations and generations. This short fiction collection 
blends elements of Indian traditions with the complexities of American 
culture. 
 
Your Republic is Calling You by Young-Ha Kim 
An e-mail changes Kim Ki-yong’s life. Seemingly a piece of spam in the Seoul 
resident’s in-box, it’s actually a coded communiqué from Pyongyang, ordering 
him to return to North Korea—immediately. Ki-yong isn’t a sleeper spy, 
exactly, it’s just that he hasn’t received any orders in 10 years. Now, at age 
42, he has spent exactly half his life in South Korea. He lives comfortably, 
working as an importer of foreign films, with rigid life in the north only a 
distant memory. Will he go back? Or will he defy the command and stay? 
 
The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern 
A circus known as Le Cirque des Rêves features two illusionists, Celia and 
Marco, who are unknowingly competing in a game to which they have been 
irrevocably bound by their mercurial masters, and as the two fall deeply and 
passionately in love with each other, their masters intervene with dangerous 
consequences. 



 
 
 

Siddhartha by Hermann Hesse 
A young man leaves his family for a contemplative life, then, restless, 
discards it for one of the flesh. He fathers a son, but bored and sickened by 
lust and greed, moves on again. Near despair, Siddhartha comes to a river 
where he hears a unique sound. This sound signals the true beginning of his 
life--the beginning of suffering, rejection, peace, and, finally, wisdom. 
 
Perfume by Patrick Suskind 
In the slums of eighteenth-century France, the infant Jean-Baptiste 
Grenouille is born with one sublime gift—an absolute sense of smell. As a boy, 
he lives to decipher the odors of Paris, and apprentices himself to a prominent 
perfumer who teaches him the ancient art of mixing precious oils and herbs. 
Grenouille becomes obsessed with capturing smells. One day he catches a hint 
of a scent that will drive him on an ever-more-terrifying quest to create the 
“ultimate perfume”—the scent of a beautiful young virgin. It is a hauntingly 
powerful tale of murder and sensual depravity. 
 
American Gods by Neil Gaiman 
Days before his release from prison, Shadow learns that his wife has been 
killed in an accident. On the plane ride back home for the funeral, he meets 
Mr. Wednesday, who offers Shadow a job. He accepts but soon discovers 
that Mr. Wednesday is far more dangerous than he could ever have 
imagined.  This begins his journey across America fighting old myths and the 
gods of modern technology and material obsession. 
 
The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien 
A series of stories about the Vietnam experience, based on the author's 
recollections. O'Brien begins by sharing the talismans and treasures his 
select small band of young soldiers carry into battle. The author reveals the 
lingering, sometimes consuming, effect war leaves on the soul. Readers are 
left with a mental and emotional sphere of mirrors, each reflecting a speck 
of truth about the things men carry into and out of war.  
 


