
I am excited to remain in Year 1 this year and would like to introduce 
myself. I grew up in North London and moved to Brighton to study 
Biochemistry at university. Having completed my degree, I decided to 
undertake a PGCE to become a teacher. I worked at a large school in 
Brighton, before moving to Washington DC in 2015.

I have enjoyed my five years at BISW and am excited to begin my sixth.

In my spare time, I love to explore the USA, visiting as many states as I can. 
I have particularly enjoyed travelling to Alaska, Hawaii and Utah to see 
their beautiful National Parks.

I know we have lots of exciting times ahead and look forward to sharing 
your child’s learning journey next year.

I am originally from Cheshire, England and graduated from Liverpool John 
Moores University with a Bachelor of Science degree in Psychology before 
completing my Primary PGCE at the University of Cambridge in 2011. I then 
taught in a preparatory school in London for three years whilst also 
completing my Master of Education degree at the University of Cambridge in 
2013.

Before moving to Washington DC I was the Leader of Year 5 and Humanities 
at an international school in Bucharest, Romania. In my spare time I enjoy 
volunteering with local charities, reading and travelling.

I am a strong believer in inquiry-based, collaborative leaning. My ethos in the 
classroom is to inspire children to be happy, independent learners who 
develop a lifelong love of learning. I am very much looking forward to 
working alongside you and your child in August as they begin their Year 2 
learning journey.

Meet the Year 1 and 2 team

Welcome to

Helen Evans
Indonesia Class Teacher

Helen Evans@biswashington.org
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Lucy Holland
India Class Teacher

Lucy.Holland@biswashington.org
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I am delighted to be joining the vibrant, international learning community
at BISW. Following a Master’s degree in Archaeology and a Postgraduate
qualification in Primary Education, I have taught a wide range of age
groups in schools throughout Scotland as well as internationally. I am
thrilled to share my experience and to contribute to an exciting and
inspired classroom.

Most recently, I have been teaching in Early Years where I have been
enthused by Mark Making, Phonics and Physical Development. I grew up in
Edinburgh and went to school and university there. I have had the
opportunity to travel the world and engage in rich cultural experiences. I
encourage children to share their cultural background, to feel valued and
to be independent.

I am truly eager to begin the year and I am looking forward to supporting
your child to develop confidence, kindness and a love of learning. I want to
create a classroom in which children are happy, motivated and successful.

I’m looking forward to another year teaching at BISW. I have been working at
BISW since February 2016 and thoroughly enjoy engaging with kind,
globally-minded, ambitious children.

As I was born Chatham, England and raised in Ysceifiog, North Wales
therefore I consider myself to be ‘Wenglish’. I graduated from Bangor
University, Wales in 2011 with a degree in Primary Education. I then taught in
Wales for 5 years before moving to Washington, D.C with my wife Abi. Our
beautiful baby girl, Delyth, was born in August 2019.

I am confident that we will a fun-filled year with interesting topics that I am
passionate about teaching. Lessons will have a range of engaging
techniques and children will gain a deep understanding of the real world.

Mark Paxton
China Class Teacher
Mark.paxton@biswashington.org

Meet the Year 1 and 2 team

Welcome to 
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John Stamatiou
Kuwait Class Teacher

Assistant Head of Primary
John.Stamatiou@biswashington.org
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My name is Sherisunma Ware. I am a native Washingtonian and
graduate of the University of Louisville. This is my second year at BISW,
and I look forward to another amazing year.

Sherisunma Ware
Learning Assistant

Meet the Year 1 and 2 team

Welcome to 
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My name is Alyssia Jones and I have been a member of the BISW
community for 5 years this coming October. I began my journey as a
Learning Assistant in Reception before moving to Year 1. This year will be
my third year in Year 1 and I look forward to meeting all of the children
joining India.

Alyssia Jones
Learning Assistant 



English Curriculum

Key Objectives
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Reading Writing

To speedily apply phonic knowledge and skills to decode words To spell words containing each of the 40+ phonemes taught

To read accurately by blending the correct phonemes and 

graphemes (letters or groups of letters)
To spell common exception words

To read common exception words To spell the days of the week

To read common suffixes (-s, -es, -ing, -ed, -er and est) To name the letters of the alphabet in order

To read multi-syllable words
To use spelling rules for adding s or –es; the prefix –un; using –

ing, -ed, -er and –est

To read contractions and understanding use of apostrophe for 

omission
To hold a pencil comfortably and correctly

To become very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and 

traditional tales, retelling them and considering their particular 

characteristics

To begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, 

starting and finishing in the right place

To recognise and joining in with predictable phrases To form capital letters

To appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite some by heart
To understand which letters belong to which handwriting 

‘families’ (id letters that are formed in similar ways)

To link what they read or hear to their own experiences To compose a sentence orally before writing it

To discuss word meanings and link new meanings to those they 

already know
To sequence sentences to form short narratives

To check that the text makes sense to them as they read it
To discuss what they have written with the teacher and their 

peers

To make inferences on the basis of what is being said and done Spoken Language

To predict what might happen on the basis of what has been 

read so far
To listen and respond appropriately

To explain clearly their understanding of what is read to them To speak audibly and fluently and ask relevant questions

Vocabulary, grammar & punctuation To articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions

To leave spaces between words
To participate in discussions, presentations, 
performances, roleplay and debates

To join words and clauses using ‘and’

To maintain attention and participate actively in 
collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating 
and responding to comments

To begin to punctuate sentences using a capital letter and a full 

stop, question mark or exclamation mark
To gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)

To use a capital letter for days of the week and the personal 

pronoun ‘I’
To consider and evaluate different viewpoints



English Curriculum

Key Objectives
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Reading Writing

To secure phonic decoding until reading is fluent To segment spoken words into phonemes

To read multi-syllable words containing taught graphemes
To know new ways of spelling phonemes and learn some words 

with each spelling, including common homophones

To read common suffixes and exception words Spell common exception words

To listen to, discuss and express views about a wide range of 

texts
Write from memory simple dictated sentences

To recognise simple recurring literary language in stories and 

poetry
To form lower-case and upper-case letters correctly.

To build up a repertoire of poems learnt by heart To develop a positive attitude and stamina for writing

To discuss and clarify the meanings of words, linking new 

meanings to known vocabulary

To write narratives about personal experiences, real events, 

poetry and for other purposes

To discuss the sequence of events in books and how items of 

information are related
To plan or say out loud what they are going to write

To make inferences on the basis of what is being said and done To write down ideas or key words, including new vocabulary

To answer and ask questions To make simple additions, revisions and corrections to writing

To predict what might happen on the basis of what has been 

read so far
To reread their own writing and check it makes sense

To explain and discuss their understanding of texts To read aloud what they have written

Vocabulary, grammar & punctuation Spoken Language

To learn to use sentences with different forms: statement, 

question, exclamation, command
To listen and respond appropriately

To expand noun phrases to describe and specify To speak audibly and fluently and ask relevant questions

To use the present and past tense correctly To articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions

To use subordination (when, if, that or because) and co-

ordination (or, and or but)

To participate in discussions, presentations, performances, 
roleplay and debates

To use suffixes such as –ness, –er, -full, -less, -ly, -est

To maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative 
conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding 
to comments

To use commas to separate items in a list To gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)

To use apostrophes to for omission and possession To consider and evaluate different viewpoints



Maths Curriculum

Yearly Overview & Key Objectives
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Year 1 Maths Objectives
To count to and across 100, forwards and backwards, beginning with 0 or 1, or from any given number

To  count, read and write numbers to 100 in numerals; count in multiples of 2s, 5s and 10s

Given a number, identify 1 more and 1 less

To identify and represent numbers using objects and pictorial representations including the number line, and use the language

of: equal to, more than, less than (fewer), most, least
To read, write and interpret mathematical statements involving addition (+), subtraction (-) and equals (=) signs

To represent and use number bonds and related subtraction facts within 20

To add and subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including 0

To solve one-step problems that involve addition and subtraction, using concrete objects and pictorial representations, and 

missing number problems such as 7 = ? - 9.
To solve one-step problems involving multiplication and division, by calculating the answer using concrete objects, pictorial 

representations and arrays with the support of the teacher.

To recognise, find and name a half as 1 of 2 equal parts of an object, shape or quantity

To recognise, find and name a quarter as 1 of 4 equal parts of an object, shape or quantity.

To compare, describe and solve practical problems for: lengths and heights [for example, long/short, longer/shorter, tall/short,

double/hal]; mass/weight; capacity and volume; and time. 

To measure and begin to record the following: lengths and heights; mass/weight; capacity and volume; and time (hours, 

minutes, seconds)
To recognise and know the value of different denominations of coins and notes
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Maths Curriculum

Yearly Overview & Key Objectives
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Year 2 Maths Objectives
To count in steps of 2, 3, and 5 from 0, and in tens from any number, forward and backward

To recognise the place value of each digit in a two-digit number

To compare and order numbers from 0 up to 100; use  <  > and = signs

To use place value and number facts to solve problems; recall and use addition and subtraction facts to 20 fluently, and 

derive and use related facts up to 100 including recognising odd and even numbers

To add and subtract numbers using concrete objects, pictorial representations, and mentally, including: TU+U, TU+T, TU+TU 

and U+U+U

To recognise and use the inverse relationship between addition and subtraction and use this to check calculations and solve 

missing number problems.

To recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 2, 5 and 10 multiplication tables, 

To calculate mathematical statements for multiplication and division within the multiplication tables and write them using 

the multiplication (×), division (÷) and equals (=) signs

To recognise, find, name and write fractions  ½ 1/3, 1/4 , 2/4 and 3/4 of a length, shape, set of objects or quantity

To write simple fractions for example, 1/2 of 6 = 3 and recognise the equivalence of 2/4 and 1/2.

To recognise and use symbols for dollars , cents ,pounds (£) and pence (p); combine amounts to make a particular value

To tell and write the time to five minutes, including quarter past/to the hour and draw the hands on a clock face to show 

these times

To identify and describe the properties of 2-D shapes, including the number of sides and line symmetry in a vertical line

To identify and describe the properties of 3-D shapes, including the number of edges, vertices and faces

To interpret and construct simple pictograms, tally charts, block diagrams and simple tables

Year 1 Maths Objectives Continued…
To recognise and use language relating to dates, including days of the week, weeks, months and years

To tell the time to the hour and half past the hour and draw the hands on a clock face to show these times.

To recognise and name common 2-D and 3-D shapes, including 2-D shapes and 3-D shapes

To describe position, directions and movements, including whole, half, quarter and three-quarter turns.

To sequence events in chronological order using language



IPC

Units of Learning

Term First Half-Term Second Half-Term

Autumn 
Term

The Earth: Our Home

All living things – plants, animals and people – have a
home or somewhere to live that we call a ‘habitat’. A
habitat can be huge like the ocean or small like a
leaf. A habitat could be a forest on the other side of
the world or it could be a tree in our local area. Do
you know any habitats?

It's Shocking

Electricity can work lights, computers, mobile
phones, cars, and lots of other things that we use
every day - it can even make our hair stand on end!
But what is electricity?

Winter 
Term

Media Magic

We now have more ways of communicating with 
each other than ever before. From being able to text 
or phone, send emails, create our own films, share 
photographs, opportunities to communicate in 
different ways are growing at an incredible rate. This 
unit looks at how we can become good 
communicators.

Treasure Island

Since people first sailed on the oceans, there have
been pirates, who have been both fascinating and
feared in equal measure. We will find out who these
people were, and how they lived and travelled. Ahoy
mateys! Let's explore the globe like pirates!

Spring 
Term

The Circus is Coming to Town

Have you heard the saying ‘laughter is the best
medicine’? Laughing and having fun are such an
important part of our lives. We all love being
entertained and enjoying ourselves. For a very long
time, the circus has been a place where people, from
many parts of the world, go to be entertained, laugh
and have fun.

Green Fingers!

Plants are living things – they grow when we give
them enough sunlight, food and water. Plants give us
food to eat, clean air to breathe and materials to build
our houses and furniture. We can use plants to make
clothes and medicines, and to decorate our gardens.

IPC Units Yearly Overview

Personal goals underpin the individual qualities and dispositions we believe children will find essential in the 
21st century. Opportunities to experience and practice these are built into the learning tasks within each unit of 

work.

IPC Personal Learning Goals

Adaptability
Communication

Cooperation
Enquiry
Morality

Resilience
Respect

Thoughtfulness
International Mindedness
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Time Activity

8:10 a.m. Arrival and meet at designated area

8.25 a.m. Teachers meet children and walk to the classroom together

8.30 a.m. Register

8.40 a.m. Phonics and Reading activities

9:35 a.m. Breaktime and Snack

9.55 a.m. English activity

11.00 a.m. IPC activity

11.45 a.m. Playtime 

12.15 p.m. Lunch 

12.45 p.m. Maths activities

1.40 p.m. Specialist Language Lesson

2.10 p.m. Class story 

2.30 p.m. Tidy, organise for home, dismissal

At home. Specialist PE or Performing Arts Lesson

Phonics and Spelling 
Phonics or spelling lessons happen daily in Year One and Two.
Children continue to consolidate phonics learning from Reception and Year One and progress onto learning Year 
Two Spelling patterns and rules.

Outline

Additional Information

A Typical Day
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