
Rising 12th Grade IB SL 2 

Summer Reading 2017 
 

Welcome to Summer, dear readers!  For your assigned Summer Reading: 
 

• ALL incoming IB SL 12th graders will read the same Core Novel, which 
will form the basis of the first unit of study for Trimester 1 in 
August. 
 

PLUS 
 

• IB SL students will choose and read at least one book from the Choice 
List. 
 

Successfully reading (and ENJOYING) these books will translate into 
starting the year strong.  Please return to school in August ready to discuss 
all aspects of the core novel, as well as your chosen book(s). 
 
Most books are available in several formats, including paperback, audio 
(Overdrive, CD, Audible.com, iTunes) and eBook (Overdrive, Kindle, iTunes). 
 
Our NBPS Overdrive Collection can be accessed at 
https://northbrowardfl.libraryreserve.com.  Sign in with your student id to 
check out and download ebooks and audiobooks. 
 
No matter which versions you read or listen to, you must also own a print or 
digital copy of your core novel to bring to class in August. 
 
 

Core Novel 
 

Strange Pilgrims by Gabriel Garcia Marquez 
This collection of twelve stories recounts the peculiar experiences that 
befall Latin Americans visiting or living in Europe.  The plots are simple, but 
the character study and use of language is insightful.  
 
 
 
 



 

Choice List 
 
Colorless Tsukuru Tazaki and His Years of Pilgrimage by Haruki Murakami 
Living a simple life as a train station engineer, Tsukuru is compelled to 
reexamine his past after a girlfriend suggests he reconnect with a group of 
friends from high school. A tight-knit fivesome for years, the group 
suddenly alienated Tsukuru under mysterious circumstances when he was in 
college. For months after the break, not knowing what had gone wrong, he 
became obsessed with death and slowly lost his sense of self.  This story is 
the struggle of coming to terms with buried emotions and missed 
opportunities. 
 
And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie 
Ten strangers--each with a sordid past--are summoned by an absent 
millionaire to a private island off the coast of Devon and begin to die one by 
one upon arrival. 
 
War and Peace by Leo Tolstoy 
This classic epic novel broadly focuses on Napoleon’s invasion of Russia in 
1812 and follows three of the most well-known characters in literature: 
Pierre Bezukhov, the illegitimate son of a count who is fighting for his 
inheritance and yearning for spiritual fulfillment; Prince Andrei Bolkonsky, 
who leaves his family behind to fight in the war against Napoleon; and 
Natasha Rostov, the beautiful young daughter of a nobleman who intrigues 
both men. 
 
The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern 
A circus known as Le Cirque des Rêves features two illusionists, Celia and 
Marco, who are unknowingly competing in a game to which they have been 
irrevocably bound by their mercurial masters, and as the two fall deeply and 
passionately in love with each other, their masters intervene with dangerous 
consequences. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Perfume by Patrick Suskind 
In the slums of eighteenth-century France, the infant Jean-Baptiste 
Grenouille is born with one sublime gift—an absolute sense of smell. As a boy, 
he lives to decipher the odors of Paris, and apprentices himself to a prominent 
perfumer who teaches him the ancient art of mixing precious oils and herbs. 
Grenouille becomes obsessed with capturing smells. One day he catches a hint 
of a scent that will drive him on an ever-more-terrifying quest to create the 
“ultimate perfume”—the scent of a beautiful young virgin. It is a hauntingly 
powerful tale of murder and sensual depravity. 
 
The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo by Stieg Larsson 
Hacker Lisbeth Salander assists Mikael Blomkvist, a crusading journalist, 
with the investigation of Harriet Vanger's disappearance decades earlier, 
and the two uncover a dark world of secrets about a wealthy Swedish family 
as well as a surprising connection between themselves. 
 
Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? By Philip K. Dick 
In January 2021, World War has destroyed the planet.  Emigrants to Mars 
received androids so sophisticated it was impossible to tell them from true 
men or women. Fearful of the havoc these artificial humans could wreak, the 
government banned them from Earth. But when androids didn't want to be 
identified, they just blended in. Rick Deckard was an officially sanctioned 
bounty hunter whose job was to find rogue androids, and to retire them. But 
cornered, androids tended to fight back, with deadly results. 
 
Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 
When Elizabeth Bennet first meets eligible bachelor Fitzwilliam Darcy, she 
thinks him arrogant and conceited; he is indifferent to her good looks and 
lively mind. When she later discovers that Darcy has involved himself in the 
troubled relationship between his friend Bingley and her beloved sister 
Jane, she is determined to dislike him more than ever. In the comedy of 
manners that follows, the friendships, gossip and snobberies of provincial 
middle-class life provide a lively backdrop to this budding relationship. 
 


