
Rising 11th Grade 

IB Language A: Language and Literature (SL1) 

Summer Reading 2017 
 

Welcome to Summer, dear readers!  For your assigned Summer Reading: 
 
·      ALL incoming IB Lang and Lit 11th graders will read the same Core Novel, 
which will form the basis of the first unit of study for Trimester 1 in 
August. 
 
PLUS 
 
·      IB Lang and Lit students will choose and read at least one additional  book 
from the Choice List. 
 
Successfully reading (and ENJOYING) these books will translate into 
starting the year strong.  Please return to school in August ready to discuss 
all aspects of the core novel, as well as your chosen book(s). 
 
Most books are available in several formats, including paperback, audio 
(Overdrive, CD, Audible.com, iTunes) and eBook (Overdrive, Kindle, iTunes). 
 
Our NBPS Overdrive Collection can be accessed at 
https://northbrowardfl.libraryreserve.com.  Sign in with your student id to 
check out and download ebooks and audiobooks. 
 
No matter which versions you read or listen to, you must also own a print or 
digital copy of your core novel to bring to class in August. 
 
 

Core Novel 
 
Welcome to the Monkey House by Kurt Vonnegut 
This is a collection of Kurt Vonnegut’s shorter works. Originally printed in 
publications as diverse as The Magazine of Fantasy and Science Fiction and 
The Atlantic Monthly, these superb stories share Vonnegut’s audacious 
sense of humor and extraordinary range of creative vision. 
 



 

Choice List 
 
Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 
Ifemelu seems to have everything a Nigerian immigrant in America could 
desire, but the culture shock, hardships, and racism she’s endured have left 
her feeling like she has “cement in her soul.” Smart, irreverent, and 
outspoken, she reluctantly left Nigeria (and her first love) on a college 
scholarship to start a new life in America, only to find her dreams are not all 
she expected. 
 
Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston 
The novel follows the fortunes of Janie Crawford, a woman living in the black 
town of Eaton, Florida.  When Janie, at sixteen, is caught kissing shiftless 
Johnny Taylor, her grandmother swiftly marries her off to an old man with 
sixty acres. Janie endures two stifling marriages before meeting the man of 
her dreams, who offers not diamonds, but a packet of flowering seeds. 
 
The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams 
Seconds before the Earth is demolished to make way for a galactic freeway, 
Arthur Dent is plucked off the planet by his friend Ford Prefect, a 
researcher for the revised edition of The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy 
who, for the last fifteen years, has been posing as an out-of-work actor. 
Together this dynamic pair begins a journey through space.  
 
The Complete Persepolis (1 & 2) by Marjane Satrapi (Graphic Novel) 
Marjane Satrapi recounts her childhood and coming of age in Tehran during 
the Islamic Revolution, as well as her self-imposed exile from her native 
country, through comic strips that reflect how her own history is tied to the 
history of Iran. 
 
The Count of Monte Cristo by Alexandre Dumas 
In this timeless classic, Dumas tells the story of Edmond Dantes, who is 
imprisoned in the island fortress of the Chateau d'If on a false political 
charge.  After escaping, he finds the fabulous treasure of Monte Cristo and 
sets upon the course of revenge against his old enemies. 
 
 
 



Fight Club by Chuck Palahniuk 
“Fight Club” is a world where young men gather in the basements of bars to 
fight  strangers. Messianic nihilist Tyler Durden is the inventor of Fight 
Club. Soon thousands of young men across the country are reporting to their 
work cubes with flattened noses, blackened eyes, and shattered teeth, 
looking forward to their next bare-knuckle maiming. The oracular, 
increasingly mysterious Durden then begins to harness the despair, 
alienation, and violence he sees so clearly into complete anarchy.  
 
Chronicle of a Death Foretold by Gabriel Garcia Marquez 
In this novella, Marquez outlines the events surrounding the murder of 
Santiago Nasar, a young man who is thought to have taken the virginity of 
Angela Vicario. On her wedding night, after discovering that she was not a 
virgin, Angela's husband, Bayardo San Roman, returns her to her house. 
Angela's twin brothers ask her who took her virginity, and she tells them 
that Santiago Nasar did.  They then vow to murder him for dishonoring their 
sister.  
 
Cuckoo’s Calling (Cormoran Strike series bk. 1) by Robert Galbraith (J.K. 
Rowling) 
After losing his leg to a landmine in Afghanistan, Cormoran Strike is barely 
scraping by as a private investigator. Strike is down to one client, creditors 
are calling, and he is living in his office. Then John Bristow walks through his 
door with an amazing story: His sister, the legendary supermodel Lula 
Landry, known to her friends as the Cuckoo, famously fell to her death a few 
months earlier. The police ruled it a suicide, but John refuses to believe 
that.  
 
March: Book 3 by John Lewis (Graphic Novel) 
Simultaneously epic and intimate, this graphic novel spotlights pivotal 
moments (the bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, AL; 
the Freedom Summer murders; the 1964 Democratic National Convention; 
and the Selma to Montgomery marches) through the lens of one who was 
there from the beginning. 
 


