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I B learner profile 
The aim of all lB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their 

common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world. 

As 1B learners we strive to be: 

INQUIRERS 
We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and 
research. We know how to learn independently and with others. 
We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of learning 
throughout life. 

KNOWLEDGEABLE 
We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring 
knowledge across a range of disciplines. We engage with issues 
and ideas that have local and global significance. 

THINKERS 
We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyse and take 
responsible action on complex problems. We exercise initiative in 
making reasoned, ethical decisions. 

COMMUNICATORS 
We express ourselves confidently and creatively in more than 
one language and in many ways. We collaborate effectively, 
listening carefully to the perspectives of other individuals and 
groups. 

PRINCIPLED 
We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness 
and justice, and with respect for the dignity and rights of people 
everywhere. We take responsibility for our actions and their 
consequences. 

OPEN-MINDED 
We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as 
well as the values and traditions of others. We seek and evaluate a 
range of points of view, and we are willing to grow from the 
experience. 

CARING 
We show empathy, compassion and respect. We have a 
commitment to service, and we act to make a positive difference 
in the lives of others and in the world around us. 

RISK-TAKERS 
We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination; 
we work independently and cooperatively to explore new ideas 
and innovative strategies. We are resourceful and resilient in the 
face of challenges and change. 

BALANCED 
We understand the importance of balancing different aspects of 
our lives-intellectual, physical, and emotional-to achieve 
well-being for ourselves and others. We recognize our interdependence 
with other people and with the world in which we live. 

REFLECTIVE 
We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and 
experience. We work to understand our strengths and weaknesses 
in order to support our learning and personal development. 

The 18 learner profile represents 1 O attributes valued by 1B World Schools. We believe these attributes, and others like 

them, can help individuals and groups become responsible members of local, national and global communities. 

e International Bacxalaureate Organization 2013 

International Baccalaureate• I Baccalaureat International• I Bachillerato Internacional• 



The IB Program

 3 Mandatory Core Components of the IB

Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS): CAS is all about 
experiential learning, or learning through doing. With its 
holistic approach, CAS is designed to strengthen and 
extend students’ personal and interpersonal learning. 
BISW students undertake a range of activities outside of 
their scheduled classes which they plan, undertake and 
reflect upon. They must be  organized around  three 
strands:

•

• Creativity: Exploring ideas leading to an original 
product or performance.
Activity: Physical exertion contributing to a healthy 
lifestyle.

• Service: Collaborative engagement with the community
(globally and locally) in response to an authentic need.
Students will take part in at least one project that could
see them travel abroad to Tanzania in 2020.

IB Academic Program offered at BISW

Students must choose three subjects at Higher Level (HL) 
and three at Standard Level (SL). The same subject cannot 
be taken at  HL and SL and the same language cannot be 
taken in both Group 1 and 2. Students must select six 
subjects from the  offering below:

Group 1: Studies in Language and Literature

• Language A: Literature (SL/HL)
• Language A: Language and Literature( SL/HL)
• Language A: Literature (self-study/mother tongue) (SL

only)
Group 2: Language Acquisition
• Language B: English, French, Spanish (SL/HL)
• Language B: Spanish ab initio (SL only)
• Language B: Privately taught language (SL/

HL)

Group 3: Individuals and Societies
• Economics (SL/HL)
• Geography (SL/HL)
• Global Politics (SL/HL)
• History (SL/HL)

Group 4: Sciences
• Biology (SL/HL)
• Chemistry (SL/HL)
• Physics(SL/HL)
• Environmental Systems and Societies (SL

only)
Group 5: Mathematics
• Applications and Interpretations

(SL)
• Analysis and Approaches (SL/HL)
Group 6
• Visual Arts (SL/HL)
• Elective: students may opt to study an additional Group
2, 3 or 4, instead of a Group 6.

Theory of Knowledge (ToK): ToK is concerned with 
teaching students how to think critically. The central 
question in ToK is: how do we know what we know? ToK 
questions what knowledge is and how it can be acquired, 
which helps students to critique their learning throughout 
the rest of the diploma program, as well as gaining new 
insights and approaches to understand the world around 
them.

Extended Essay (EE): The EE is a compulsory, 
externally assessed independent research paper (4,000 
words). This is a great opportunity for students to 
investigate a topic which they enjoy and have a passion for. 
It is intended to promote high-level research and writing 
skills, intellectual discovery and creativity while engaging 
students in personal research. When universities are asked 
why they prefer IB students the first point they make is how 
valuable the EE is in preparing students for undergraduate 
study. 



The IB Program

 Course Selection and University Recognition 

Many colleges and universities recognize the breadth, depth 
and international components of the IB that make students 
more than prepared for university level study. However, the 
more selective the university, the more demanding its 
expectations in terms of coursework, grades, interests and 
activities. Competitive colleges expect students to take the 
most demanding course load they can, while  maintaining 
grades and outside interests. Admission requirements will 
vary from country to country. While numerous information 
sessions and visits from university representatives are  offered 
annually., we encourage students to check university IB 
recognition policies. 

Recognition policies by country are available here: 
https://www.ibo.org/university-admission/recognition-of-
the-ib-diploma-by-countries-and-universities/

Sample Course Selection 1: Science/Medicine 

Sample Course Selection 3: The Arts 

Sample Course Selection 2: Humanities 

The IB is a demanding pre-university course for students 
entering their final two years of high school. The rigorous 
assessments and balanced curricula have gained the 
respect of major universities worldwide.

Students choose their own level of participation, from 
taking individual IB courses to pursuing the full IB 
diploma. Full diploma candidates must take no less than 
six IB courses (three at Higher Level and three at Standard 
Level) and the three core components. While nearly all 
students pursue the full IB program, some choose to 
pursue IB Courses by opting to take a different 
combination of higher and standard courses, making 
them eligible to receive individual certificates, rather than 
the full diploma. 

The IB coordinator and university counselor will take an 
active role in guiding students and their families in 
selecting appropriate courses to meet the requirements of 
the IB diploma program, taking into consideration: prior 
academic performance as evidenced by transcripts and 
school reports; academic motivation; academic strengths 
and weaknesses; future college plans and course study; 
interests and desires to engage in experiential learning.



Award of the IB Diploma

All assessment components for each of the six subjects and the additional IB Diploma requirements must be
completed in order to qualify for the award of the IB Diploma. The IB Diploma will be awarded to a candidate
if the following conditions are met:

1. CAS requirements have been met.
2. The candidate’s total points are 24 or more.
3. There is no “N” awarded for Theory of Knowledge, the Extended Essay or for a contributing subject.
4. There is no grade E awarded for Theory of Knowledge and/or the Extended Essay.
5. There is no grade 1 awarded in a subject/level.
6. There are no more than two grade 2s awarded (HL or SL).
7. There are no more than three grade 3s or below awarded (HL or SL).
8. The candidate has gained 12 points or more on HL subjects.
9. The candidate has gained 9 points or more on SL subjects.
10. The candidate has not received a penalty for academic misconduct from the Final Award Committee.

A maximum of three examination sessions are allowed in which to satisfy the requirements.

Do all students follow the full IB Diploma Programme?

Students entering into Year 12 will begin the full IB Diploma Programme and progress will be closely monitored. 
Some students may be advised that the full Programme may not be the appropriate option for them. In these 
situations, the school will direct the student to follow an individualised set of Diploma Programme courses, 
designed to best meet their needs and abilities. The IB Leader will identify students who may need to follow 
such a route and meetings will be set up with the individual students and their parents to discuss the options 
available.



Subject Guide

Language and Literature A (HL/SL)

The Language and Literature A course aims to develop skills of 
textual analysis and the understanding that texts, both 
literary and non-literary, are shaped by the context of 
production and reception. Please refer to subject briefs for 
further details. 

The course has 3 areas of exploration. These areas of 
exploration are key to framing and structuring a course of 
study. These areas of exploration are called: Readers, writers 
and texts, Time and space and Intertextuality: connecting 
texts

Curriculum Overview

Readers, writers and texts: The focus is on both non-
literary texts and literary works. Texts and works should 
come from a range of sources. Students consider how 
language creates meanings, emphasizing, through close 
reading, the choices writers make. In addition, students 
come to understand that contexts of production and 
reception influence meanings.

Time and Space: The focus is on both non-literary texts and 
literary works. Texts and works should come from a range of 
sources. The emphasis is on things like time, space, culture, 
society, and politics, where students consider the ways in 
which such contextual factors influence meanings in texts and 
works. Students understand that texts and works are shaped 
by and, in turn, shape their contexts. Students also 
understand that ideas and concerns potentially transcend 
time, whilst being contested within and between historical 
periods, and within and between cultural space.

Intertexuality: connecting texts:  The focus is on both non-
literary texts and literary works. Texts and works should come 
from a range of sources. The key emphasis is on making 
comparisons. Students understand that texts and works may 
have particular qualities, but that they also exist in dialogic 
conversation with other texts and works. Understanding this 
dynamic exchange between texts and works within spatial, 
temporal, cultural, social, and aesthetic contexts enhances 
how students understand and appreciate texts and works.

Conceptual Understanding: Alongside the three areas of 
exploration, the course helps students to establish 
connections across the three areas of exploration and 
between other academic disciplines, enhancing learning, and 
promoting critical thinking and international mindedness. 
This is achieved through 7 concepts that are embedded across 
the course: identity, culture, creativity, communication, 
perspective, transformation and representation. 

Group 1: Studies in Language and Literature

To take Language B students should have studied the target 
language for at least two years. 

Language B: French, Spanish or English (HL/SL)

The Language B course provides students with the opportunity 
to develop an additional language and to promote an 
understanding of other cultures. This course is designed for 
students who possess a degree of knowledge in the target 
language. For example, they may have studied the language at 
iGCSE or equivalent. Please refer to subject briefs for further 
details. 

Curriculum Overview

Core: Instruction on communication and media, global issues 
and social relationships. 

Options: Instruction on two of the following five topics - 
cultural diversity, customs and traditions, health, leisure and 
science and technology.

Literature (HL only): Read two works of literature. 

Group 2: Language Acquisition 

Language B ab initio: Spanish (SL only) 

The ab initio course is designed to provide students with the 
skills and inter-cultural understanding to communicate 
successfully in the target language. Learners are encouraged to 
go beyond the confines of the classroom, expanding an 
awareness of the world and fostering respect for cultural 
diversity. Please refer to subject briefs for further details.  

Curriculum Overview

Language: Students develop receptive skills, productive 
skills and interactive skills.

Themes: Students explore three themes: individuals and 
society, leisure and work and urban and rural environment. 

Texts: Students are taught to understand and produce spoken, 
written and visual texts. Use of authentic texts is encouraged. 
Examples of texts include articles, letters, maps, timetables 
and web pages.

Language B: Privately Taught (HL/SL) 

Students may opt to withdraw from Spanish/French study 
and pursue an alternative language. This options 
requires the support of an external tutor, which will incur 
personal expense and responsibility. Please refer to our 
Languages Withdrawal Agreement, included at the end of 
this booklet, for more information. 



Subject Guide

Group 3: Individual and Societies Part 2: Exploration of  'Geographic Perspectives' and global 
change focusing on Population distribution and changing 
population, Global climate and vulnerability and resilience 
and Global consumption and security. The HL extension will 
look at 'Global Perspectives' and global interactions, 
examining Power, places and networks, Human development 
and diversity and Global risks and resilience. 

Fieldwork (HL and SL): This IA will lead to one written report, 
based on one fieldwork question, information collection and 
analysis with evaluation. 

History (HL/SL)

History fosters  an understanding of major historical events in 
a global context. It requires students to explore common 
human political, economic or social situations. The 
international perspective provides a sound platform for the 
promotion of international understanding and awareness to 
prepare students for global citizenship. Please refer to subject 
briefs for further details. 

Curriculum Overview

Prescribed Subjects: Students explore one of the following, 
using case studies taken from a different region of the world - 
military leaders, conquest and its impact, the move to global 
war, rights and protest and conflict and intervention. 

World History Topics: Students explore two of the following, 
using topic examples from more than one region of the world - 
society and economy (750–1400), causes and effects of 
medieval wars (750–1500), dynasties and rulers (750–1500), 
societies in transition (1400–1700), early Modern states (1450–
1789), causes and effects of Early Modern wars (1500–1750), 
origins, development and impact of indus-trialization (1750–
2005), independence movements (1800–2000), evolution and 
development of democratic states (1848–2000), authoritarian 
states (20th century), causes and effects of 20th-century wars, 
the Cold War: Superpower tensions and rivalries (20th 
century).

Internal Assessment:  Historical Investigation.

Depth Studies (HL only): Students explore one of the 
following -  History of Africa and the Middle East, History of the 
Americas, History of Asia and Oceania or History of Europe.

Geography (HL/SL)

Geography focuses on the interactions between individuals, 
societies and the physical environment. It is distinctive in that 
it occupies the middle ground between social sciences and 
natural sciences, integrating physical and human geography 
and elements of both scientific and socioeconomic 
methodologies. 

Curriculum Overview

Part 1: There are seven themes to choose from at SL and three 
at HL. They are Fresh water drainage basins, Oceans and 
coastal margins, Extreme environments, Geophysical hazards, 
Leisure, tourism and sport, Food and health and Urban 
environments. 

Economics (HL/SL)

Economics deals with scarcity, resource allocation and the 
processes by which choices are made in the satisfaction of 
human wants. The ethical dimensions involved in the 
application of economic theories and policies permeate 
throughout the course as students are required to consider 
and reflect on human end goals and values. Please refer to 
subject briefs for further details. 

Curriculum Overview

Section 1: Microeconomics - Students explore competitive 
markets, government intervention, market failure and theory 
of the firm and market structure. 

Section 2: Macroeconomics - Students explore overall 
economic activity, aggregate demand and aggregate supply, 
macroeconomic objectives, fiscal policy, monetary policy and 
supply-side policies.

Section 3: International Economics - Students explore 
international trade, exchange rates, the balance of payments, 
economic integration and terms of trade. 

Section 4: Development Economics - Students explore 
economic development, measuring development, the role of 
domestic factors, the role of international trade, the role of 
foreign direct investment (FDI), the roles of foreign aid and 
multilateral development assistance, the role of international 
debt and the balance between markets and  intervention. 
Internal Assessment: Portfolio of three commentaries. 



Subject Guide
Global Politics (HL/SL)

The focus of Global  Politics is to familiarize students with a 
framework for understanding the perspectives, behaviors, 
and decision-making processes of governments, international 
organizations and other associated national and sub-national 
groups. Please refer to subject briefs for further details.

Curriculum Overview

Core Unit: People, Power and Politics - students explore four 
compulsory units: power, sovereignty and international 
relations, human rights, development and peace and conflict.

Engagement Activity: An engagement on a political issue of 
personal interest, complimented with research.

Global political challenges (HL only) - students research and 
present through a case study approach on two of the 
following six global political challenges: environment, 
poverty, health, identity, borders or security.  

Biology (HL/SL)

The vast diversity of species makes Biology an endless source 
of fascination and a  challenge. While still  a young science, 
great progress is expected in the 21st century as Biologists 
continue developing our understanding of the living world at 
all levels - from the micro to the macro using  different 
approaches and techniques. Please refer to subject briefs for 
further details. 

Curriculum Overview

Core: Cell biology, molecular biology, genetics, ecology, 
evolution and biodiversity and human physiology.

Option (Choice of one out of four): Neurobiology and 
behavior, biotechnology and bioinformatics, ecology and 
conservation, human physiology.

Practical scheme of work: Prescribed and other practical 
activities, individual investigation and a Group 4 project. 

Additional (HL only): Nucleic acids, metabolism, 
cell respiration and photosynthesis, plant biology, genetics 
and evolution and animal physiology. 

Chemistry (HL/SL)

Chemical principles underpin the physical environment in 
which we live and the biological systems that surround us. 
The study of Chemistry combines academic study with the 
acquisition of instigation and practical skills.

Curriculum Overview

Topics at SL: Atomic orbitals, SPDF subshells, Trends in 
groups and periods, Types of bonding and intermolecular 
forces, Moles and stoichiometry, Enthalpy, Calorimetry, 
Rates of reaction, Maxwell-Boltzmann distributions, 
Equilibrium constant and Le Chatelier, Strong acids and 
bases, Redox, fundamentals of organic chemistry, /
measurements. 

Topics at HL: Evidence for energy levels, Ionization energy, 
Transition metals and complexes, Catalysis, Resonance and 
hybridization, Born-Haber cycles, Arrhenius equation, Rate 
expressions and rate determining , Entropy, Weak acids and 
bases, Standard hydrogen cells, Organic reactions 
and, Organic analysis. 

Option (Choice of one out of four): Materials, 
biochemistry, energy, medicinal chemistry.

Practical scheme of work: Prescribed and other practical 
activities, individual investigation (internally assessed) and 
Group 4 project.

Physics (HL/SL)

Physics is a fundamental experimental science, seeking to 
explain the universe. Observations remain essential to the 
very core of Physics. Please refer to subject briefs for further 
details. 

Curriculum Overview

Core: Measurements and uncertainties, mechanics, thermal 
physics, waves, electricity and magnetism, circular motion 
and gravitation, atomic, nuclear and particle physics, energy 
production.

Option (Choice of one out of four): Relativity, engineering 
physics, imaging, astrophysics.

Practical scheme of work: Prescribed and other practical 
activities, individual investigation and Group 4 project.

Additional (HL only): Wave phenomena, fields, 
electromagnetic induction, quantum and nuclear physic.

Group 4: Sciences
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Group 5: Mathematics (HL/SL)

Environmental Systems and Societies (SL only)

Environmental systems and societies (ESS) is an 
interdisciplinary course grounded in scientific exploration of 
environmental systems and cultural, economic, ethical, 
political and social interactions of societies. As a result, 
students will become equipped with the ability to recognize 
and evaluate the impact of complex systems of societies. 
Please refer to subject briefs for further details. 

Curriculum Overview

Core: Foundations of environmental systems and societies, 
ecosystems and ecology, biodiversity and conservation, water 
and aquatic food production systems and societies, soil 
systems and terrestrial food production systems and societies, 
atmospheric systems and societies, climate change and 
energy production, human systems and resource use. 

Practical scheme of work: Practical activities, individual 
investigation.

 Mathematics: Applications 
and Interpretations (SL only)

At this time, the content for this course is under 
development since it has only recently been introduced by 
the IB, for first assessment in 2021, therefore the following 
details are subject to change. This course is designed for 
students who enjoy describing the real world and solving 
practical problems using mathematics, those who are 
interested in harnessing the power of technology alongside 
exploring mathematical models. The HL option will include 
statistics and is intended for students who seek more 
challenging content and whose interest in mathematics is 
more practical than theoretical. 

Curriculum Overview for both HL/SL

Topic 1: Number and Algebra 

Topic 2: Functions

Topic 3: Geometry and Trigonometry 

Topic 4: Statistics and Probability 

Topic 5: Calculus 

Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches (HL/SL)

At this time, the content for this course is under development 
since it has only recently been introduced by the IB, for first 
assessment in 2021, therefore the following details are subject 
to change.This course is intended for students who wish to 
pursue studies in mathematics at university or subjects that 
have a large mathematical content; it is for students who 
enjoy developing mathematical arguments, problem solving 
and exploring real and abstract applications, with and without 
technology.

Curriculum Overview

Topic 1: Number and Algebra

Topic 2: Functions 

Topic 3: Geometry and Trigonometry 

Topic 4: Statistics and Probability 

Topic 5: Calculus  
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Visual Arts (HL/SL)

The Visual Arts course encourages students to explore and 
compare visual arts from different perspectives and in 
different contexts and to engage in, experiment with and 
critically reflect upon a wide range of contemporary practices 
and media. Please refer to subject briefs for further details. 
Curriculum Overview

Visual Arts in Context: Students will examine and compare 
the work of artists from different cultural contexts; consider 
the contexts influencing their own work and the work of 
others; make art through a process of investigation, thinking 
critically and experimenting with techniques; apply identified 
techniques to their own developing work; develop an 
informed response to work and exhibitions they have seen 
and experienced; begin to formulate personal intentions for 
creating and displaying their own artworks.

Visual Arts Methods: Students will look at different 
techniques for making art; investigate and compare how and 
why different techniques have evolved and the processes 
involved; experiment with diverse media and explore 
techniques for making art; develop concepts through 
processes informed by skills, techniques and media; evaluate 
how their ongoing work communicates meaning and purpose; 
consider the nature of “exhibition”, and think about the 
process of selection and the potential impact of their work on 
different audiences.

Communicating Visual Arts: Students will explore ways of 
communicating through visual and written means; make 
artistic choices about how to most effectively communicate 
knowledge and understanding; produce a body of artwork 
through a process of reflection and evaluation, showing a 
synthesis of skill, media and concept; select and present 
resolved works for exhibition; explain the ways in which the 
works are connected; discuss how artistic judgments impact 
the overall presentation.

Ongoing Portfolio: Throughout the topics listed above, 
students are required to maintain a visual arts journal with a 
minimum of 2 entries per week. Sections of the portfolio will 
be selected, adapted and presented for assessment and 
exhibition.

Group 6: The Arts Music (HL/SL)

Exploring Music in context (SL 30%; HL 20%)

Students demonstrate a broad exploration of diverse musical 
material in authentic ways. Diversity and breadth are achieved 
by a choice of contrasting materials from personal, local and 
global contexts in at least two areas of inquiry. Submissions 
will include a balanced selection of materials and exercises in 
both written and audio form. Candidate submissions that 
evidence musical diversity in a balanced way are most likely to 
score well in this component. Students should therefore be 
encouraged to consider this when prep. 

Experimenting with Music (SL 30%; HL 20%)

Students prepare a report explaining the processes for a series 
of musical experiments in creating and in performing based 
on selected stimuli. Submissions will feature experiments with 
unfamiliar musical material from local and global contexts. 
The focus of this assessment task is not on preparing 
completed and polished works. Instead, the chosen excerpts 
are a demonstration of the experimentation process. The 
table below shows an overview of the focus for the 
assessment and the evidence collected. 

 Presenting music (SL 40%; HL 30% )

Students present music to communicate the artistic intentions 
of completed works from the four areas of inquiry. The 
assessment submission is a culmination of the students’ best 
achievements as researchers, creators and performers during 
the course and will demonstrate that the student is a holistic 
and well-rounded musician at the end of their studies. 

Contemporary Music Maker HL only (30%)

In this assessment component, students prepare a multimedia 
presentation evidencing the effective planning and 
development of a real-life music project. 
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BISW International Baccalaureate (IB) Languages Withdrawal Policy 

The IB Secondary Languages program at BISW seeks to support multilingualism given its fundamental role in increasing inter-
cultural understanding and international mindedness. BISW is equally committed to extending access to an IB education for students 
from a variety of cultural and linguistic backgrounds. We aim to engage and involve students in meaningful communicative language 
learning tasks and to help them to become enthusiastic and internationally minded life-long language and culture learners. 

Our current IB curriculum offers Spanish and French to students in both Year 12 and 13. French is offered at both Higher Level (HL) and 
Standard Level (SL), while Spanish is offered at ab initio, as well as SL and HL. While SL and HL is intended for students who have a 
previous background in the target language, ab inito is intended for beginners only. As per IB requirements, students taking ab 
initio or SL must engage with at least 3 hours of instruction per week and students taking HL must engage with at least 4 hours. We 
understand, however, that in some exceptional circumstances, parents may wish to withdraw their child from the Languages 
provision we offer as part of the IB curriculum, to facilitate the study of another language. 

If parents wish to withdraw students from the IB Secondary Languages provision, as a school, our main priority is to ensure IB 
requirements are met and to ensure the well-being of our IB students in their learning environments. Therefore, the following terms 
must be agreed to by the parents, the tutor and the school before students can begin studying a language other than French or Spanish.

Parents and Students are responsible for:

1. Finding, engaging and paying a suitable external tutor.
2. Providing the contact details of the tutor to the IB Leader at BISW at least one month before the tutor commences working with

students. This will ensure our Health and Safety Officer can conduct the necessary background checks and administer the
mandated reporter training – all of which is required by law for any adults BEFORE they begin working at BISW.

3. Identifying suitable periods of time for Language lessons to take place and ensuring that the tutor is available during AND can
work with the student(s) during the times agreed upon.

4. Making regular payments to the tutor directly (for the duration of the entire academic year). Please be advised this is a private
negotiation between the tutor and the parent.

5. Advising the tutor of the absence of their child by 8.00am on the morning of the scheduled lesson, preferably the night before.
6. Contacting the tutor regularly regarding any special events, class trips or other activities involving their child, which may

interrupt or affect the tutor’s teaching schedule.
7. Ensuring their child completes any homework work set by the tutor.

External tutors are responsible for:
1. Providing relevant personal details (when requested) to the IB Leader at BISW at least one month before tutoring commences. This

will ensure our Health and Safety Officer can conduct the necessary background checks and administer the mandated reporter
training – all of which is required by law for any adults BEFORE they begin working at BISW.

2. Being available, on time and throughout ALL SCHEDULED languages lessons.
3. Providing an appropriate, engaging, challenging and personalized program of study in the relevant language.
4. Familiarizing themselves with the school timetable, layout and emergency procedures (fire drill, lock down, tornado drill) for the

space in which they teach.
5. Communicating regularly with parents, the Director of Modern Languages and the IB Leader regarding any questions, concerns or

issues with student progress or logistical arrangements.
6. Providing the school with data related to student progress and attainment, upon request, to be included with end of term reports

and snapshots
7. Informing parents and BISW of any absences as early as possible and providing work for students to complete independently on

these occasions.
8. Billing parents and ensuring they are paid for the time they spend teaching students. Please be advised that this is a private

negotiation between the tutor and the parent. The school has no direct involvement with payment.

BISW/ The School are responsible for:
1. Carrying out background checks and issuing an ID card to any external tutors, once background checks and DC Mandated

Reporter training have been carried out successfully.
2. Providing the external tutor with a copy of the school calendar, including school holidays, staff training days etc. and advising

of any special events, which may interrupt the tutor’s scheduled teaching sessions.
3. Providing an appropriate space for the tutor to work in with the students.
4. Providing information regarding emergency procedures and any school policies to the tutor which may be relevant to their

work in school.

All agreements are subject to regular review and may be ended if it is felt that it is not in the best interest of the child. 



Information in this guide is correct at time of publication in Winter 2020- It is subject to change—refer to the BISW website for  updated information.

British International School of Washington
2001 Wisconsin Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20007
Phone: +1 202.829.3700
www.BISWashington.org 
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