
Rising 12th Grade IB HL 2 

Summer Reading 2017 
 

Welcome to Summer, dear readers!  For your assigned Summer Reading: 
 
·       ALL incoming IB HL 12th graders will read the same Core Novel, which 
will form the basis of the first unit of study for Trimester 1 in August. 
 
PLUS 
 
·      IB HL students will choose and read at least one book from the Choice 
List. 
 
Successfully reading (and ENJOYING) these books will translate into 
starting the year strong.  Please return to school in August ready to discuss 
all of the short stories in Garcia Marquez’s collection, Strange Pilgrims, as 
well as your chosen book. 
 
Most books are available in several formats, including paperback, audio 
(Overdrive, CD, Audible.com, iTunes) and eBook (Overdrive, Kindle, iTunes). 
 
Our NBPS Overdrive Collection can be accessed at 
https://northbrowardfl.libraryreserve.com.  Sign in with your student id to 
check out and download ebooks and audiobooks. 
 
No matter which versions you read or listen to, you must also own a print or 
digital copy of your core novel to bring to class in August. 
 
 

Core Novel 
Strange Pilgrims by Gabriel Garcia Marquez 
This collection of twelve stories recounts the peculiar experiences that 
befall Latin Americans visiting or living in Europe. 
 
 

 

 



 

Choice List 
  

A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman 
A grumpy yet loveable man finds his solitary world turned on its head when a 
boisterous young family moves in next door. Ove's a curmudgeon, he has 
staunch principles, strict routines, and a short fuse. Behind the cranky 
exterior there is a story and a sadness which tells a comical and 
heartwarming tale.  
 
Before We Visit the Goddess by Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni 
Three generations of Indian mothers and daughters discover their greatest 
source of strength in one another.  A baker's daughter who dreams of an 
impossible education, to the daughter who confronts her culture and 
independence in America, to the granddaughter who learns indelible lessons 
about freedom and heartbreak. 
 
Neuromancer by William Gibson 
Case was the hottest computer cowboy cruising the information 
superhighway--working for anyone with the money to buy his skills. Then he 
double-crossed the wrong people, who caught up with him in a big way--and 
burned the talent out of his brain, micron by micron. Banished from 
cyberspace, Case is trapped in the meat of his physical body, until a shadowy 
conspiracy offers him a second chance, and a cure, for a price.  
 
The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien 
A series of stories about the Vietnam experience, based on the author's 
recollections. O'Brien begins by sharing the talismans and treasures his 
select small band of young soldiers carry into battle. The author reveals the 
lingering, sometimes consuming, effect war leaves on the soul. Readers are 
left with a mental and emotional sphere of mirrors, each reflecting a speck 
of truth about the things men carry into and out of war.  
 
The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy 
The year is 1969. In the state of Kerala, on the southernmost tip of India, 
Rahel and her twin brother, Estha fashion a childhood for themselves in the 
shade of the wreck that is their family. When their cousin visits at 
Christmas, the twins learn that things can change in a day.  



 
 
 
The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead 
Cora is a slave on a cotton plantation in Georgia. Life is hell for all the slaves, 
but especially bad for Cora; an outcast even among her fellow Africans, she 
is coming into womanhood—where even greater pain awaits. When Caesar, a 
recent arrival from Virginia, tells her about the Underground Railroad, they 
decide to take a terrifying risk and escape. Matters do not go as planned—
Cora kills a young white boy who tries to capture her. Though they manage to 
find a station and head north, they are being hunted. 
 


