
Reading is an important part of your child’s education, and summer is a wonderful time to relax and enjoy a good 
book. Learning to enjoy reading helps students become lifelong readers. 

Did you know that reading strengthens fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary skills? Studies show reading at 
least five books over the summer can maintain your child’s reading level.  

Please see the list below detailing the summer book our returning children should read along with a listing of other 
recommended books to maintain reading skills. 

Recommended Summer Reading Book 

Recommended Summer Reading Book 

Title: The One And Only Ivan
Author: Katherine Applegate
ISBN-13: 978-0061992278

About: Ivan is an easygoing gorilla. Living in a shopping mall, he has grown accustomed to 
humans watching him through the glass walls of his domain. He rarely misses his life in the 
jungle. In fact, he hardly ever thinks about it at all.
Instead, Ivan thinks about TV shows he's seen, his friends Stella and Bob, and painting.
Then he meets Ruby, a baby elephant taken from her family, and she makes Ivan see their home
—and his own art—through new eyes. When Ruby arrives, change comes with her, and it's up to 
Ivan to make it a change for the better.

Resources

2020-21 Texas Bluebonnet LINK

Association for Library Service to Children 
Grades 3-5 Summer Reading List

Houston Area Independent Schools Library 
Network BOOKLIST for grades 3 & 4

Recommended additional reading:
Here and There (Usborne Books)

If The World Were A Village: A Book About The 
World's People

Optional Summer Reading Challenge!

After reading a book, have your child create a book 
review to share with their class this upcoming school 
year! The book review should include a summary of the 
story, and whether or not they recommend this book, 
and why. The book review can be a video, poster, or 
written piece. 

Save the book review with your child’s name as the title 
(first name_last name) here:  
4th Grade Book Reviews. 

Fourth Grade Summer Reading

A guide for children who will be entering fourth grade


