
Sunshine State Young Readers Award Program (SSYRA)
Grades 3-5, 2021-2022 Nominated Titles

Co-sponsored by the Florida Department of Education and the Florida Association for Media in
Education, SSYRA is a statewide reading motivation program for students in Florida. Those who read
three or more books may participate in the statewide vote. Students in 3rd grade are encouraged to read
three SS books. Students in grades 4 & 5 are required to read and pass RC quizzes on three books by
March 31st. This list can also be found here: https://tinyurl.com/virtual-lib. All the titles are available on
the Sora app or at http://soraapp.com. All titles will be quizzes in the fall.

NOTE: There are a variety of reading levels, genres and themes on the list below. Please read the

annotations and browse the books to determine titles appropriate for your child.

Amelia by Kristin L. Gray. Eleven-year-old Amelia is given an amazing opportunity: to spend the
night in Amelia Earhart’s childhood home with five other girls. Once at Amelia’s house in
Atchison, Kansas, Millie stumbles upon a display of Amelia’s famous flight goggles. But her luck
changes quickly when the goggles disappear, and Millie was the last to see them. It’s up to the
Amelia Six to find the culprit and return the goggles to their rightful place. 570L, 5.4RL, 261pgs.

Black Brother, Black Brother by Jewell Parker Rhodes. As one of the few black boys at
Middlefield Prep, most of the students don’t look like Donte. They don’t like him either. When an
incident leads to his arrest and suspension, he knows the only way to get even is to beat the
“King” of the school at his own game: fencing. Donte embarks on a journey to get on the school’s
fencing team and learns something about himself along the way. 3.4RL, 239pgs.

Charlie & Frog by Karen Kane. An old woman gives Charlie a desperate message in sign
language, then suddenly disappears. His friend, Francine (aka Frog), wants to be the world’s
greatest detective and she would love the chance to tackle a real-life case. Together, they set out
to decipher a series of clues and uncover the truth. 590L, 4.1RL, 256pgs.

The Disaster Days by Rebecca Behrens. Hannah loves living on a tiny island. It’s a little
disconnected from the outside world, but cozy and safe. Which is why when she’s asked one day
to babysit after school, she thinks it’s no big deal. Then the shaking begins. The terrifying
earthquake only lasts four minutes but it changes everything. How will Hannah survive with the
children she’s responsible for? 750L, 5.3RL, 296 pgs.

A Field Guide to Getting Lost by Joy McCullough. Sutton and Luis couldn’t be more different
from each other. Sutton, a tech lover, is having robot coding problems while Luis spends his days
writing stories as he is stuck inside all the time because of his allergies. Now their parents are
dating. Can they find some common ground navigating their way through life? 760L, 5.2RL,
213pgs.

Following Baxter by Barbara Kerley. Jordie is thrilled when her new neighbor Professor Reece
arrives: she has a laboratory in her basement and an extraordinary dog named Baxter—who
seems to understand everything Jordie says. When Jordie becomes her lab assistant, she learns
an unexpected secret. Then the professor goes missing! Can Jordie and Baxter be able to find
and rescue Professor Reece before it’s too late? 5.4RL, 244pgs.
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From the Desk of Zoe Washington by Janae Marks. What does a girl say to the father she’s
never met and who’s been in prison for a terrible crime? A crime he says he never committed.
Zoe is determined to uncover the truth hiding letters and her investigation from her family.
Between figuring this out and her hobby to be on the Kids Food Network, Zoe knows one thing to
be true: everyone lies. 660L, 4.4RL, 291pgs.

The Great Pet Heist by Emily Ecton. Butterbean, the dachshund, knew he wasn’t always a
good boy. When their elderly owner goes to the hospital, Butterbean, Walt the cat, Oscar the
mynah bird, and rats Marco and Polo plan a robbery to support themselves. Can these animal
friends pull off the heist of the century? 520L, 3.8RL, 250pgs.

How to Test a Friendship by Theanne Griffith. Violet and Pablo are best friends who love
science! So when they discover a magic portal in the Science Space at school, they can’t wait to
check it out. Along with their new classmate, Deepak, they discover a magical makerspace full of
robots, an anti gravity chamber, and more. Adventure awaits!  440L, 3.2RL, 92pgs.

The Incredibly Dead Pets of Rex Dexter by Aaron Reynolds. Rex really wants a dog but
ends up with a pet chicken. One hour and fourteen minutes later, the chicken is dead, Rex is
cursed, and wild animal ghosts are haunting Rex's room. Rex's uninvited ghostly guests are a
chatty, messy bunch. And they need Rex to solve their mysterious deadly departures before it
happens again. But how? 5.4RL, 213pgs.

Midnight at the Barclay Hotel by Fleur Bradley. When JJ’s mom accepts an invitation to a
weekend getaway, he never imagined that he’d find himself in the midst of a murder mystery.
When his mother is blamed for the hotel owner’s death, he realizes he must track down a killer,
clear his mother’s name, and maybe even meet a ghost or two along the way! 650L, 6.3RL,
298pgs.

The Newspaper Club by Beth Vrabel. There are rumors of vandalism at the only park in town.
What is happening? All of the fake news and rumors are clouding the truth. Nellie wants to break
the story by starting the town’s first independent newspaper. It’s going to be tough; but for Nellie,
making friends is even harder. 4.8RL, 202pgs.

Roll With It by Jamie Sumner. Ellie’s a girl who tells it like it is. That surprises some people, who
see a kid in a wheelchair and think she’s going to be all sunshine and cuddles. The thing is, Ellie
has big dreams of becoming a professional baker. But when Ellie and her mom move to help take
care of her grandpa, Ellie has to start all over again in a new town at a new school. Not easy.
740L, 4.5RL, 11pts RC, 250pgs.

The Total Eclipse of Nestor Lopez by Adrianna Cuevas. Nestor has a secret: he can talk to
animals. But when the animals in his new town start disappearing, Nestor's grandmother
becomes the prime suspect. Nestor learns they are being taken by a witch who can absorb an
animal’s powers by biting it during a solar eclipse. And the next eclipse is coming up…Now it’s up
to Nestor to catch the witch and save a place he might just call home. 740L, 5.0 RL, 278pgs.

Wish Upon a Sleepover by Suzanne Selfors. Leilani is planning to host the best sleepover in
the history of the world. But her grandmother accidentally sends the invitations to the "do NOT
invite" list and now Leilani is stuck hosting a group of kids she can't stand. This is sure to be the
worst sleepover in the history of the world. Or will it?  600L, RL3.4, RC 10pts., 212pgs.


