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Yasmin Pantone  
Chile Learning Assistant 

My name is Yasmin Panton, and I come from Malaysia. I have 
been a Learning Assistant at BISW for 4 years. I enjoy being in 
Nursery tremendously and I never want to stop playing and 
discovering with the children. My hobbies are eating cupcakes, 
dressing up and pretending to bring a mermaid. I look forward 
to starting a fabulous new year! 

Welcome to Nursery

I am excited to be starting my 13th year at the British International 
School of Washington. Originally from Leicester in the UK, I completed 
my BA in English and Drama at Aberystwyth University in Wales before 
completing my teacher training at Warwick University. I am incredibly 
excited to be working as part of our primary team this year.  

One of my main interests is the Performing Arts; I look forward to 
sharing my love of music, dance and drama to support your child’s 
learning across the curriculum. I am also the Nord Anglia Education & 
UNICEF Regional Lead for the Americans region; I hope to bring my 
passion for our world into our classroom to help your child engage as 
a young global citizen.  

My own family are very much a BISW Family; my husband, Dan, is the 
Site Manager at BISW and our son, Oliver, has been at our school since 
he was 2. Having been with Oliver through his own journey in Nursery 
last year, I am very much looking forward to supporting your child 
through their learning adventures and accomplishments in the year to 
come. 

Katie Stewart 
Chile Class Teacher 

Katie.Stewart@biswashington.org 



Hello from Mrs Karen Pena, I am excited to be in teaching Nursery 
again this year. Having now been at BISW over   17 years, most of 
them spent in the Early Years I continue to love teaching and 
  learning alongside our youngest students. The BISW community / 
family is very important to me and so we will work to make sure you 
and your family feel part of it.  

Out of school I am Mum to Josh who is in Year 6. I also enjoying all 
the things that the USA offers – whether that be Junior Ranger 
badge collecting with Josh (we are on over 20) or any other travel 
opportunities! I am also a bit of a Disney addict – the world needs a 
little bit of Mickey! Karen Pena 

Argentina Class Teacher 
Karen.Pena@biswashington.org 
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Tiara McMillan 
Argentina Learning Assistant

Hello, my name is Tiara McMillan. I have been part of the BISW 
family for a year now, and I am excited to be a Learning Assistant 
in Nursery this year.
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Year 2 English Curriculum 
ey Objectives

Year 2 Maths Curriculum 
Key Objectives
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Nursery Curriculum 

Prime Areas
Prime areas are fundamental, work together, and move through to support development in all other 
areas.
• Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Making relationships, Self-confidence and self-

awareness, Managing feelings and behavior
• Communication and Language: Listening and attention, Understanding, Speaking
• Physical Development: Moving and handling, Health and self-care 
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Specific Areas
Specific areas include essential skills and knowledge for children to participate successfully in society.
• Literacy: Reading, Writing
• Mathematics: Numbers, Shape, space and measure
• Understanding the World: People and communities, The world, Technology
• Expressive Arts and Design: Exploring and using media and materials, Being imaginative

Typical age related objectives include: 
• Interested in others’ play and starting to join in. 
• Understands ‘who’, ‘what’, ‘where’ in simple questions  (e.g. Who’s that/can? What’s that? Where is.?). 
• Climbs confidently and is beginning to pull themselves up on nursery play climbing equipment. 
• Helps with clothing, e.g. puts on hat, unzips zipper on jacket, takes off unbuttoned shirt.  

Typical age-related objectives include: 
• Joins in with repeated refrains and anticipates key events and phrases in rhymes and stories. 
• Ascribes meanings to marks that they see in different places. 
• Recites some number names in sequence. 
•  Beginning to categorise objects according to properties such as shape or size. 
• In pretend play, imitates everyday actions and events from own family and cultural background, e.g. 

making and drinking tea. 
• Experiments with blocks, colours and marks. 



Nursery IPC Units of Learning

Term First Half-Term Second Half-Term

Autumn 
Term

All About Me 
In this unit, the children are going to be finding out all about 
themselves, their new friends in the class and all of the 
exciting things they can do now that they are at school. 
Activities may include: Playing with bricks, blocks, sand and 
water and in the house, painting pictures of themselves, 
listening to stories, singing songs, counting and learning 
everyone’s name.

Food 
In this unit, the children are going to be learning all 
about food. Activities may include: Setting up a café in 
the classroom, cooking all kinds of food and watching 
how it changes, making pictures of food, using food to 
print with finding out where food comes from and 
growing some food.

Winter 
Term

Transport 
In this unit, the children are going to be learning about all 
kinds of ways of travelling. Activities may include: Looking at 
all kinds of cars, lorries, planes and other vehicles, making 
an airport / bus / train station in their classroom, playing 
with boats in the water tray and diggers in the sand tray, 
making model vehicles and going on a pretend magic carpet 
ride.

Animals 
In this unit, the children are going to be learning about 
wild animals - the kind that live in the jungle or 
sometimes in a zoo. Activities may include: Playing 
games about animals, pretending to be animals, 
listening to animal stories, making homes for animals, 
having a jungle / zoo corner in the classroom and baking 
some animal biscuits

Spring 
Term

Plants and Flowers 
In this unit, the children are going to be learning about 
plants and flowers. Activities may include: Growing some 
flowers of their own, making a garden for their nursery/class, 
having a flower shop, looking at some of the things that grow 
around the school/nursery (if the setting provides this 
opportunity), talking to someone who knows a lot about 
gardens, or has a beautiful garden — perhaps they could visit 
their garden and listening to some stories about a plant 
which grew and grew and grew. 

Let's Pretend 
In this unit, the children are going to be learning about 
all kinds of different ways to make up stories and to 
pretend to be someone or something different. Activities 
may include: Finding out about puppets and making 
some of their own, making their own puppet plays and 
music to go with them, listening to stories and making a 
magic box, which can change numbers and shapes. 

IPC Units Yearly Overview

Personal goals underpin the individual qualities and dispositions we believe children will find essential in the 21st century. 
Opportunities to experience and practice these are built into the learning tasks within each unit of work. 

IPC Personal Learning Goals

Adaptability 
Communication 

Cooperation 

Enquiry 
Morality 

Resilience 

Respect 
Thoughtfulness 

International Mindedness
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Specialist Lessons 
Your child will receive 
specialist tuition in the 
following subjects each week 
• Spanish  
• PE 

Time Activity – 
 a typical day

8 a.m. Greeting children and parents in the classroom, small group and 
independent activities

8.30 a.m. Register, and carpet introduction

8.40 a.m. Start morning activities, a blend of child-led, adult-led and child 
intitiated activities

9.30 a.m. Snack 

10.00 a.m. Outdoor learning, then a blend of child-led, adult-led and child 
initiated activities

11.30 a.m. Circle time, singing and stories

11.40 a.m. Lunch, then outdoor break

12.40 p.m. Rest and relaxation

1.30 p.m. A blend of child-led, adult-led and child initiated activities

2.45pm  Snack  then songs and stories

3.20 p.m. Dismissal

Young children are motivated by explorations and activities, especially 
outdoors in the real and natural environment.  They find the outdoors a more 

liberating, flexible and innovative play environment. We maintain this 
throughout the year as the children have appropriate clothing.  As part of our 
school uniform we ensure that your child has Wellington boots (rain boots), 
waterproof trousers and a rain coat available in school EVERYDAY (as per the 

uniform guidelines), so that we can experience outdoor learning come rain or 
shine. 

Phonics 
We follow the Read Write Inc. 
programme and focus on 
identifying letter sounds and 
Fred Talk (blending sounds 
together to read simple words). 
We explore letter sounds 
through actions,  pictures and 
songs. 

Additional Information

A Typical Day

Outdoor Learning/Trips
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