
Rising 11th Grade College Prep 

Summer Reading 2017 
 

Welcome to Summer, dear readers!  For your assigned Summer Reading: 
 
·       ALL incoming College Prep 11th graders will read the same Core Novel, 
which will form the basis of the first unit of study for Trimester 1 in 
August. 
 
PLUS 
 
·       College Prep students will choose and read at least one book from the 
Choice List. 
 
Successfully reading (and ENJOYING) these books will translate into 
starting the year strong.  Please return to school in August ready to discuss 
all aspects of the core novel, as well as your chosen book(s). 
 
Most books are available in several formats, including paperback, audio 
(Overdrive, CD, Audible.com, iTunes) and eBook (Overdrive, Kindle, iTunes).    
 
Our NBPS Overdrive Collection can be accessed at 
https://northbrowardfl.libraryreserve.com.  Sign in with your student id to 
check out and download ebooks and audiobooks. 
 
No matter which versions you read or listen to, you must also own a print or 
digital copy of your core novel to bring to class in August. 
 
 

Core Novel 
 
Welcome to the Monkey House by Kurt Vonnegut 
This is a collection of Kurt Vonnegut’s shorter works. Originally printed in 
publications as diverse as The Magazine of Fantasy and Science Fiction and 
The Atlantic Monthly, these superb stories share Vonnegut’s audacious 
sense of humor and extraordinary range of creative vision. 
 
 

 



 

Choice List 
 
Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans and Their Epic Quest for Gold at the 
1936 Berlin Olympics (regular edition) by Daniel James Brown 
This book tells the true story of a group of working class youths from the 
University of Washington rowing team. They emerged from obscurity to 
defeat a field of elite international rivals at the 1936 Berlin Olympics, 
including the German team rowing for Hitler. 
 
The Complete Persepolis (1 & 2) by Marjane Satrapi (Graphic Novel) 
Marjane Satrapi recounts her childhood and coming of age in Tehran during 
the Islamic Revolution, as well as her self-imposed exile from her native 
country, through comic strips that reflect how her own history is tied to the 
history of Iran. 
 
Watchmen by Alan Moore (Graphic Novel) 
This graphic novel chronicles the fall from grace of a group of super-heroes 
plagued by all-too-human failings. Along the way, the concept of the super-
hero is dissected as the heroes are stalked by an unknown assassin. 
 
A Dog’s Purpose (A Dog’s Purpose series bk. 1) by W. Bruce Cameron 
Searching for his purpose over the course of multiple canine lives, Bailey is 
reborn as a golden-haired puppy after a tragic death as a stray and shares a 
loving bond with young Ethan before he again dies and starts over. More 
than just another charming dog story, this touches on the universal quest 
for an answer to life's most basic question: Why are we here? 
 
Fight Club by Chuck Palahniuk 
“Fight Club” is a world where young men gather in the basements of bars to 
fight strangers. Soon thousands of young men across the country are 
reporting to their work cubes with flattened noses, blackened eyes, and 
shattered teeth, looking forward to their next bare-knuckle maiming. The 
oracular, increasingly mysterious leader then begins to harness the despair, 
alienation, and violence he sees so clearly into complete anarchy. 
 
 
 



 
 
Making of a Navy Seal: my story of surviving the toughest challenge and 
training the best by Brandon Webb 
Webb’s memoir is an introduction to the elite military sniper program 
through his personal experiences as a covert operations specialist.  He 
describes its requirements, what inspired him to become a SEAL, and his 
work as a trainer of American snipers. 
 
All the Bright Places by Jennifer Niven 
When Theodore Finch and Violet Markey meet on the ledge of the bell tower 
at school--both teetering on the edge--it's the beginning of an unlikely 
relationship, a journey to discover the "natural wonders" of the state of 
Indiana, and two teens' desperate desire to heal and save one another. 
 
Made You Up by Francesca Zappia 
Alex is starting her senior year at a new high school, making a clean start 
after an incident at her previous school. She just wants to keep her grades 
up and perform her mandatory community service so she can get into college. 
But Alex knows she'll have a hard time achieving these goals, since she has 
paranoid schizophrenia. She keeps her illness to herself, hoping that 
between her doctor, her medication, and her own homegrown coping 
strategies, no one else need ever know... 
 
March: Book 3 by John Lewis (Graphic Novel) 
Simultaneously epic and intimate, this graphic novel spotlights pivotal 
moments (the bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, AL; 
the Freedom Summer murders; the 1964 Democratic National Convention; 
and the Selma to Montgomery marches) through the lens of one who was 
there from the beginning. 
 


