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I. Committee Background 

 The Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee (SOCHUM), also known as the 

Third Committee, is a specialized branch of the United Nations (UN) General Assembly. 

SOCHUM was established in 1948 to protect and enforce the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights. It focuses on social and humanitarian issues that influence and affect 

individuals everywhere. Additionally, the committee manages issues on the protection 

of children, the treatment of refugees, the elimination of racism, the freedom of 

political participation, the expression of cultures, among many others. Hence, the 

fundamental point of SOCHUM is to advance global peace and security, and verify that 

human rights are being followed around the world. In order to enforce its resolutions, 

SOCHUM closely collaborates with other UN committees and agencies such as the 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and United Nations 

Children’s Fund (UNICEF) (Third Committee, 2017). Currently, the committee is striving 

to support and meet the needs of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), a set of 

seventeen goals that promote advances in ending poverty, reducing inequality and 

establishing strong judicial institutions (SDGs, 2017).  

�

ISRMUN 2017
Ave. Real San Agustín No. 4 CP. 66260  Garza García, 
N.L México. + (52) (81) 8625 1500 isrmun@isrmail.com

mailto:isrmun@isrmail.com
mailto:isrmun@isrmail.com


II. Topic information 

 A) History of Topic 

 According to the United Nations, a refugee is “someone who has been forced to 

flee his or her country because of persecution, war, or violence” (UNHCR, 2017). There 

are an estimated 65.3 million refugees around the world. Around 21.3 million of those 

are children under the age of 18 (Figures at a Glance, UNHCR, 2016). Recently, the 

world has experienced a significant increase in the number of refugees fleeing their 

home nations due to civil wars in Syria and Yemen and violent terrorist activity in 

countries such as Iraq, Somalia and Afghanistan. While many refugees are leaving their 

home countries, a large portion are now returning to their homes, even while the 

conflict that originally drove them away is still happening. According to the BBC, this is 

called the pull factor and the push factor. The pull factor is when a nation's situation 

makes the people go there regardless of their home or host nation. The push factor is 

when a host or home nation is in such a bad state, that it forces a fraction of the 

population to leave (BBC, 2014). 

 Many refugees return to their homes because of the hardships that they face in 

their host nation. Some hardships include finding employment, learning the local 

language and cultural differences. Others return due to the fact that they were unable 

to receive asylum or refugee status elsewhere. Countries such as Slovenia, Croatia and 

Lebanon have imposed limits on the number of refugees they will accept each year 

(Rankin, The Guardian, 2016). These countries claim that refugees have placed 

significant stress on the economy, resources and supplies. The rise in anti-immigrant 

sentiment across Europe has also influenced refugees to return to their home nations.  

�

ISRMUN 2017
Ave. Real San Agustín No. 4 CP. 66260  Garza García, 
N.L México. + (52) (81) 8625 1500 isrmun@isrmail.com

mailto:isrmun@isrmail.com
mailto:isrmun@isrmail.com


Political parties in France, the United Kingdom and Austria that have campaigned on 

anti-immigration platforms have all made gains in local and European Union elections 

(Foster, The Telegraph, 2016). This anti-immigrant sentiment has led to violence and 

hate speech directed at refugees who are blamed for a variety of issues within their 

host countries such as crime and unemployment (The Borgen Project, 2016). 

 A recent example of a large number of refugees returning to their home nation 

can be found in Afghanistan. After the fall of the Taliban regime in 2001, many Afghan 

refugees left surrounding countries such as Iran and Pakistan, where they had taken 

refuge due to war and religious violence, to return to their homes. It was estimated by 

the International Organization for Migration (IOM) that 4 million Afghans have returned 

to the country since 2002. This massive influx of returnees, coupled with an increase in 

fighting between Afghan military forces and the Taliban, has caused a humanitarian 

crisis within the nation (Farivar, VOA News, 2016). According to Human Rights Watch 

researcher Gerry Simpson, those returning to Afghanistan are moving back to a place 

with “no homes, no land and no jobs, schools or clinics.” Due to ongoing war and 

corruption within the government, the returning refugees are often forced to rely on 

aid for non-governmental organizations such as the IMO and UNHCR. Essentially, those 

returning home to Afghanistan are often trading a refugee camp for a camp dedicated 

to those internally displaced. As of March 2017, there were around 1.5 million internally 

displaced people in Afghanistan, with many of those being returning refugees (Epatko, 

PBS News, 2017). 
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 B) Current Issues  

Iran: In 2016, the Australian government proposed a deal with Iran which would allow 

for Australia to forcibly repatriate Iranian asylum seekers. Currently, the country has 

9,000 refugees seeking help within its borders. The deal was rejected by Iran with the 

nation’s foreign affairs minister, Mohammad Javad Zarif, stating “we cannot force 

anybody to come back to Iran but if anybody wants to come back voluntarily, we 

always take our citizens with pride.” Many refugees flee Iran due to political 

persecution. The Refugee Action Coalition has called Australia’s proposal “unseemly” 

because of “grave and systematic human rights abuses occurring in Iran.” Those who 

return are often imprisoned or persecuted by security forces, meaning that forcible 

repatriation could result in grievous bodily harm or death (Doherty, The Guardian, 

2016). 

South Sudan: According to UNHCR, over 90,000 South Sudanese refugees have 

returned to their homes. However, the returning refugees face many challenges. 

According to the Sudan Tribune, they often return home to areas that “lack schools, 

water, sanitation, health care and other infrastructure.” In order to help refugees rebuild 

their lives, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation has provided the country with a 10 

million United States dollars grant which will be dedicated to improving access to basic 

health care, education and water. UNHCR, in collaboration with other NGOs, has also 

established projects focused on digging wells, teacher training and school building in 

order to create sustainable long-term solutions for returning refugees (Mutuli, Sudan 

Tribune, 2006). 
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Russia: Russia claims that it is bombing terrorist strongholds in Syria to make it safe for 

Syrian refugees to return. Since September 2015, the Russian air force has been 

targeting areas of Syria controlled by the terrorist groups Jabhat Fateh al-Sham and the 

Islamic State. Russian politician Dmitry Sablin stated that “thousands of terrorists are 

now fleeing Syria, and refugees are returning” (Parfitt, Sunday Express, 2016). 

According to Syria’s ambassador to the United Nations, Bashar Jaafari, around 1 million 

Syrians have returned to areas cleared by Russian bombs. However, Syria has struggled 

to provide for many of the returning refugees, forcing them to seek help from NGOs 

and the UN (RT International, 2015). 

Lebanon: Lebanon hosts more than 1.5 million Syrian refugees who have fled their 

country due to civil war and terrorism. In recent years, the country has taken in more 

refugees per capita than any other country globally. However, due to this, Lebanon has 

had difficulty supporting its large refugee population and now wants to send them 

back to Syria. This is a problem since the factors that pushed the refugees to flee to 

Lebanon are still ongoing. Lebanese President Michel Aoun has stated that refugees 

must return to Syria to rebuild or else the country will continue to suffer. As of 

November 2016, a concrete plan for the repatriation of Syrian refugees from Lebanon 

has not been established (Alabaster, Al Jazeera, 2016). 

Kenya: Since 2014, Kenya has been working with the UN to help refugees return to 

their homes in Somalia. As of April 2017, an estimated 61,425 refugees have returned 

to Somalia. Kenya is home to the world’s largest refugee camp, Dadaab, which hosts 

thousands of Somali refugees who have fled their homes due to civil war and terrorism 

(ReliefWeb, 2017). While the repatriations are supported by the UN, human rights  
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groups such as Amnesty International have claimed that many of the returning refugees 

have not gone back to Somalia voluntarily. In a 2016 report, Amnesty International 

stated that the Kenyan government had threatened refugees who refused to return to 

Somalia with violence. Those refugees returning to Somalia often face many hardships, 

including drought, violence and famine (Amnesty International, 2016). 

China: China, an ally of North Korea, has been urged by various human rights groups, 

including Human Rights Watch, not to continue to forcibly repatriate North Korean 

refugees back to their homes. The refugees flee North Korea due to political 

persecution and famine. Under North Korean law, those who leave the country without 

government permission are considered guilty of “treachery” against the country, which 

is a crime punishable by death. Moreover, a 2014 UN Commission of Inquiry on Human 

Rights in North Korea stated that “almost all of the repatriated people are subjected to 

inhumane acts. The torture, sexual violence and inhumane conditions of detention that 

victims endure during the search and initial interrogation phase appear to be based on 

standard procedures.” However, China has disregarded these findings stating that the 

North Koreans are not refugees, but illegal economic migrants who do not need 

protection from their government (McCurry, The Guardian, 2015). 

United Kingdom: In March 2017, the government of the United Kingdom (UK) began 

reviewing all asylum applications made by refugees over the past five years to see if it 

was safe for them to return to their home nations. Currently, refugees are only given 

temporary stays of protection in the UK which last for five years. This new policy has 

been criticized by Lisa Doyle, a representative of the Refugee Council, who said that 

“this policy will result in refugees who have demonstrated their need for protection  
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being prevented from being able to properly rebuild their lives and being left with the 

constant fear of return hanging over their heads.” The UK government says that the 

reviews will ensure that those who can return will be provided with help and that 

without returning refugees, countries previously affected by violence will never be able 

to rebuild (Travis, The Guardian, 2017).  

Iraq: Since 2016, Iraq has experienced an increase in refugees returning to their 

homes. Many Iraqis have fled the country due to political instability and terrorism (BBC 

News, 2016). However, with government victories against the Islamic State, the nation’s 

Prime Minister Haider al-Abad has said that it is time for Iraq to focus on rebuilding. 

The problem is that rebuilding cannot start until more Iraqis return home. In order to 

help the returnees, the government has put aside 300 billion dinars and is working 

closely with the UN to create long-term solutions to stimulate the economy and create 

employment opportunities (Mostafa, Iraqi News, 2017). 

 C) UN Action 

 The United Nations and its main refugee aid committee UNHCR, have struggled 

to help refugees returning to their home nations. This in part is due to the fact that 

many of the countries refugees are returning to are still experiencing armed conflict. 

This is especially the case in Syria, Afghanistan and Iraq. In early 2017, UNHCR 

provided returning Afghan refugees with US$200 in order to cover their transportation 

costs. The committee originally pledged to provide each refugee with US$400, but 

reneged on its promise due to severe funding shortfalls. Thus, many refugees have  
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returned to Afghanistan with little money, nowhere to live and no source of 

employment (Qazi, Al Jazeera, 2017). Human rights organizations such as Human 

Rights Watch and Amnesty International have been critical of the UN’s lack of help for 

refugees returning to their homes. According to Human Rights Watch, “UNHCR failed 

to ensure that refugees were fully informed of the conditions to which they were 

returning before deciding to leave.” It further stated that the UN had ignored its own 

mandate to protect refugees by failing to offer assistance once they had returned to 

their home countries (Human Rights Watch, 2017).  

III. Conclusion 

 In conclusion, refugees return to their home nations because of two reasons; the 

conditions in their home nation have improved, or the conditions in their host nation 

are worse than their home nation. Recently, the world has experienced an increase in 

refugees fleeing their home nations due to war, famine and terrorism. This has placed a 

huge burden on host nations and has increased anti-refugee sentiment across countries 

in Europe. As a result, refugees are now returning to their home countries, but these 

nations are not prepared to receive them. Moreover, organizations such as the UN have 

done little to aid refugees returning to their homes. Human rights organizations such as 

Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International have urged the UN to find solutions to 

the core issues that drive refugees from their homes in order to prevent the current 

refugee situation from growing worse. Moreover, the UN must do more to provide aid  
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such as food, clean water and opportunities to returning refugees because countries 

currently in war or recovering from one cannot support returning refugees on their own.  

IV. Essential Questions 

1. What is a refugee? What factors influence refugees to leave their home nations?  

2. What factors motivate refugees to return to their home nations? 

3. What has the UN done to help refugees returning to their home countries? 

4. Has your delegation been affected by refugees returning to their home nation? If 

so, how? 

5. Which organizations are helping refugees return to their home nations?  

6. What impact do returning refugees have on their home country? 

7. Are there any international laws or agreements that protect the rights of refugees 

returning to their countries of origin?  

8. What can be done to prevent forcible refugee repatriations from happening? Why 

do some countries choose to take this type of action?  
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