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This document includes an overview of the IGCSE qualification and its relevance 
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outlines the course for each subject offered at the British International School of 

Washington.   
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The International General Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) 

Years 10 & 11 (Grades 9 & 10) 

Introduction to the IGCSE 

 
The International General Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) in Years 10 and 11, (US Grades 9 & 
10) is a two-year program. Students will normally study up to 10 subjects and we firmly believe that the 
combination of subjects taken by students provides an excellent opportunity for academic and personal 
progress and success. Most students complete each full IGCSE course including the terminal exams in 
five terms over two years.  
 

We believe that the IGCSE is an excellent preparation for the academic demands of the International 
Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP) and the combination of these two programmes offers an 
excellent well-rounded educational platform for entry into competitive colleges and universities 
worldwide, including the US and the UK. IGCSE qualifications are looked for as part of a student’s 
qualifications portfolio when applying for university entrance. In other cases, they are widely used as a 
preparation for A Level, AS Level, International Baccalaureate and US Advanced Placement courses. 
 
 

Academic study in the first two years of High School includes theory, investigation, and elements of 
practical work in certain areas. Students must demonstrate competence in reading and writing if high 
grades are to be attained. Additionally, students make significant personal progress through their 
awareness of community and social responsibility, international competence and team-work skills.  

 
 

Assessment 

 
At the end of this two year period, students are assessed through standardized and rigorous exams 
marked by examining boards based in the UK. Though final subject assessments are mainly carried out 
through written exams, some subjects have elements of coursework and practical assignments. Grades 
range from A* – G and U (unclassified).  Some subjects, such as Maths, have two tiers: Higher tier 
covering grades A* – D; Foundation tier covering grades C – G.  
 
Students are not class ranked and credits and grade point averages are not calculated. The school year is 
divided into three terms of approximately equal length. Grades for effort and progress are awarded 
throughout the term to enable students, teachers and parents to track academic progress over the two 
years.   
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Work Experience 

 
In Year 10, all pupils will participate in a one week work experience placement in June. This serves to 

further their own ideas on possible career paths and provides a realistic, challenging and motivating 

base from which they can continue to develop themselves as young people. This is then developed by a 

Career Partnership Day in year 12.  

 

Some example of work experience places that BISW students have visited are: 

- Mayer Brown: Governmental and international law 

- Washington Medical Group, Georgetown University Hospital: Medecine 

- eb-engineering: Environmental and civil engineering 

- Smithsonian Institute: Astronomy and science 

- Washington Humane Society: Non-Profit 

- BBC: Television and Media 

- Washington National Zoo: Veterinarian 

- Opentext: Digital Asset Management 

- The World Bank: NGO 

- Jill's House: Non- profit, heathcare 

- US Marine Corp Base: Armed Services 

- John Hopkins University Hospital: Medicine 

- R2L:Architecture 

- United Nations: Diplomatic Service 

For more information about Work Experience, please contact Mr. Daniel George (Secondary Leader for 

Personal Progress) daniel.george@biswashington.org  

Habitat for Humanity residential 
 
During the Summer term, we offer our Year 11 students the opportunity to attend a field trip in 

association with 'Habitat for Humanity' with the shared vision of creating a world where everyone has a 

decent place to live by bringing people together to build homes, communities and hope.  

The residential takes place during activity week on the Eastern Shore of Virginia and provides students 

with the opportunity to be formally introduced to the CAS component of the International 

Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP). This is a part of the IBDP focuses on learning experiences 

outside of the classroom involving creativity, activity and service projects and activities. This is always a 

popular residential and is both an enjoyable and educational experience for all students who 

participate.  

For more information about Work Experience, please contact Miss. Pam Hayre (IBDP CAS Coordinator) 

pam.hayre@biswashington.org 

mailto:daniel.george@biswashington.org
mailto:pam.hayre@biswashington.org
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Selecting ‘Elective’ Subjects 

 

What questions do learners need to ask before making elective subject choices? 

 

While learners potentially now have more choice, the priority is to ensure that they do not make choices 

that close doors in the future. Staff should encourage them to reflect on the issues covered in the 

checklist below. 

 

Learner’s Checklist – ‘Guided Choice’ for IGCSE 
 

1. Which elective courses should they choose? 
 

In choosing an elective course, students should consider the following questions: 

 Do I have the potential to make significant progress in this subject? 

 Does my previous attainment indicate that I can study it at the depth required to gain the 

qualification to which it leads? 

 Do I enjoy this subject? 

 Does this subject reflect my interests and personal qualities? 

 Do the methods of assessment reflect my skills? 

 Is this subject a possibility for further study at either IB level or at university/college? 

 

They should also consider: 

 the style of learning it requires 

 its method of assessment 

 whether this suits their learning preference 

 the amount of coursework it involves 

 

Different courses have different modes of assessment and tutors can help learners identify which mode 

is more likely to bring them success.  

 

2. Why should they not choose some courses? 
 

Students should not choose courses because: 
 

 They like the teacher, or reject courses because they don’t like him/her – the teacher could be 

different next year. 
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 Their friends are choosing them – they are different from them and have different strengths and 

interests. 

 

3. Can students change their subject choices? 
 

Starting in year 9, we encourage students to speak with their parents, teachers and tutors prior to 

choosing their elective subjects and try to ensure they start on the courses which are suitable and 

appropriate for them. However, we are aware that sometimes students want to alter their elective 

subjects. This will be done in consultation with the Secondary Leader for Student Experience, teachers, 

form tutor, parents and the student. All changes need to be made within the first 6 weeks of the 

Autumn term. 

 

4. What else should they consider? 
 

If they have: 
 

 A clear idea about doing particular work-based training or a specific job – find out the most 

appropriate courses for it. 
 

 A general idea of the broad area of work they’d like to go into – find out whether they can do 

any courses which would start them on the way without stopping them from doing other things 

if they change their mind. 

 

5. Remember that they will have more routes to achieving their goals than you 

had. 
 

Future generations will invariably change jobs/careers three or four times during the course of their 

working life. They need to think carefully about their next steps, follow their strengths and interests; 

check out information about careers online and ask for help from their subject teachers and their form 

tutor.  

 

6. What if a student joins BISW part way through the IGCSE course? 

 
When students start the IGCSE part way through the course (for example, at the start of year 11), a 

discussion is had with the student, parents and the Secondary Leader for Student Experience about the 

best course of study and whether or not it will be feasible for the student to take the final exams and 

therefore achieve the official qualifications.  

If you think you will be affected by this, please contact Mrs. Katie Stewart (Secondary Leader for Student 

Experience) katie.stewart@biswashington.org   

mailto:katie.stewart@biswashington.org
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Progress and Reports  

 

A check on a student’s progress is made approximately every 8-10 weeks during Years 10 and 11, to 

ensure that they are working to the best of their ability, meeting deadlines and demonstrating a 

personal commitment to the educational program offered.  

 

Any areas for improvement will be discussed with the student, and where appropriate will be conveyed 

to parents. In specific cases, where a student is not meeting or exceeding their target grade, specialist 

teachers will support the student through targeted Interventions with the goal of helping that student 

succeed.  

 

Students will receive Progress Summaries which will highlight the level of progress made and describe 

specific subject based learning targets. Progress Summaries will also indicate a target grade which the 

student should be aiming to achieve by the end of the academic year.  

 

The form tutor has the increasingly important role of guide and mentor for these two years. The role of 

form tutor is being expanded to allow the student and tutor to develop a sound working relationship, 

feeling able to discuss problems, whether academic or social, with that tutor. The tutor will also play a 

pivotal role in helping the student organize and plan for the rigors of meeting deadlines and preparing 

for external examinations. At the Learning Review Conferences, the student and parents will have the 

opportunity to discuss their progress with their form tutor. These will take place in the Autumn, Spring 

and Summer term of year 10 and the Autumn and Spring term of year 11. During these meetings, 

students will have the opportunity to discuss their progress and targets in each of their subject and the 

form tutor will enable them to find connections between their targets.  
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BISW IGCSE Guided Choice document 

 
In December of year 9, students will be given a copy of the BISW IGCSE Guided Choice document. In 
this document they will be asked to state the following: 

 Current level of achievement in each subject 

 Current target in each subject 

 Current effort grade in each subject 

 Whether they need and/or enjoy each subject 

 Number of years they have studied each subject 

 Comments about whether each subject will meet their academic needs in the future, why they 

feel they would be successful in each subject & why they would like to study each subject.  

Compulsory Subjects 
The following list of compulsory subjects will be listed on the BISW IGCSE Guided Choice document: 
 

English Language 
English Literature 

Mathematics 
Biology* 

Chemistry* 
Physics* 

Language (see below) 
Global Perspectives 

Physical Education (Non Examinable) 

*All students will study the three sciences but undertake the Dual Award program 

 
Elective Subjects 
On the BISW Guided Choice document, students will be asked to offer their ideas about which elective 
subjects they would like to study. These subjects will be put into three blocks; students should choose 
one subject from each block.  
 
An example of the elective subject blocks are listed below. (Please note: this is an example of elective 
subject blocks. The combination of subjects may be different for the academic year in which your child 
will start the IGCSE programme). 

 
 
Languages 
Of the above choices, students MUST choose one of the following languages: 

French Spanish English as an Additional Language 

 

We believe that learning additional languages greatly contributes to the holistic development of 

students. These courses aim to encourage students to develop a respect for, and an understanding of, 

other languages and cultures, and are equally designed to equip the student with a skills base to pursue 

further language learning at IB level.  

Elective Block 1 

Geography 

History 

ICT 

Music 

Elective Block 2 

Physical Education 

Business Studies 

Design & Technology 

Elective Block 3 

History 

Geography 

Art & Design 
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Example of the BISW IGCSE Guided Choice document  

(Please note: this is an example of elective subject blocks. The combination of subjects may be 
different for the academic year in which your child will start the IGCSE programme). 
 

BISW Compulsory Subjects  

English Language 
English Literature 
Mathematics 
Biology* 

Chemistry* 
Physics* 
Language (see below) 
Global Perspectives 
Physical Education (Non Examinable)  
   

*All students will study the three sciences but undertake the Dual Award program 

Languages Current 

level 

Target 

level 

Effort 

Grade 

Enjoy Need Years 

studied 

Comments: would this IGCSE meet my needs/will 

I succeed in this subject and why. Would you like 

to study this IGCSE? 

French        

Spanish        

English as an 

additional language 

       

BISW Additional 

Subjects 

Current 

Level 

Target 

level 

Effort 

Grade 
Enjoy Need 

Comments: would this IGCSE meet my needs/will I 

succeed in this subject and why. 

 

 

 

 

 

B
lo

ck
 1

 Geography       

History       

ICT       

Music       

B
lo

ck
 2

 

History       

Geography       

Art & Design       

Physical 

Education 

      

B
lo

ck
 3

 

Business 

Studies 

      

Design & 

Technology 

      

Drama       
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Subject Summaries 

English Language & Literature   

IGCSE English Language A: Edxecel 4EA0 

IGCSE English Literature: Edexcel 4ET0 
  
At BISW, English Language and Literature courses are taught together and, in line with practice at most independent 
schools, both are compulsory. English at IGCSE helps students to develop their skills in analyzing the meaning and 
effects of language through both fiction and non-fiction texts as well as becoming more proficient at creative and 
analytical essay writing in addition to developing their oral communication skills.  
  
IGCSE English Language 
  
English Language involves the development of reading and writing skills through the study of an anthology of 
fictional and non-fictional texts.  Through studying these texts, students will learn about the conventions of different 
forms and styles of writing, and can use these as models for their own writing.  This approach has the added benefit 
of helping students prepare for their final exams, as they are assessed on both the anthology pieces they have 
studied, and their responses to unprepared reading material. 
  
English Language Assessment: 
  
All students take two examinations for English Language: 
Paper 1: Analysis of unseen non-fiction prose; analysis of non-fiction prose from the English Language Anthology; 
two creative and/or persuasive writing responses. 
Paper 2: Analysis of literary extracts from the English Language Anthology; one writing question. 
  
IGCSE English Literature  
  
English Literature allows students to respond to a wide range of distinctive prose, poetry and drama texts, critically, 
sensitively and in detail using textual evidence to support their responses. In addition, students explore how 
language, structure and form affect interpretation as well as relating texts to their social, cultural and historical 
contexts and literary tradition.  There is a wide choice of titles from prescribed lists of prose and drama texts, and an 
anthology of poems is provided for the poetry component of the course. The prescribed texts range from traditional 
English literature to texts in translation from around the world.  
  
 English Literature Assessment: 
  
There is a single tier of entry. Students currently take one examination for English Literature and complete one essay 
for the coursework component: 
Paper 1: Students answer one question on their drama text (e.g. Arthur Miller’s ‘A View from the Bridge’) and one 
question on their prose text (e.g. John Steinbeck’s ‘Of Mice and Men’) 
Coursework: Students completed a 1500 word essay based on a central theme within six poems from the anthology. 
 

For more information, please contact Miss Ceris Flew - ceris.flew@biswashington.org   

mailto:ceris.flew@biswashington.org
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Mathematics 

EDEXCEL - IGCSE Mathematics 4400  
 

Aims of the Course 
 

The aims of the curriculum are the same for all students. The aims are set out below and describe the educational 

purposes of a course in Mathematics for the IGCSE examination. They are not listed in order of priority. 

 

The aims are to enable students to: 

 

1. develop their mathematical knowledge and oral, written and practical skills in a way which encourages 

confidence and provides satisfaction and enjoyment; 

2. develop a feel for number, carry out calculations and understand the significance of the results obtained; 

3. apply mathematics in everyday situations and develop an understanding of the part which mathematics 

plays in the world around them; 

4. solve problems, present the solutions clearly, check and interpret the results; 

5. develop an understanding of mathematical principles; 

6. recognize when and how a situation may be represented mathematically, identify and interpret relevant 

factors and, where necessary, select an appropriate mathematical method to solve the problem; 

7. develop an ability to apply mathematics in other subjects, particularly science and technology; 

8. develop the abilities to reason logically, to classify, to generalize and to prove; 

9. appreciate patterns and relationships in mathematics; 

10. develop their mathematical abilities by considering problems and conducting individual and co-operative; 

11. enquiry and experiment, including extended pieces of work of a practical and investigative kind; 

12. acquire a foundation appropriate to their further study of mathematics and of other disciplines. 

 

Assessment Objectives 
 

The abilities to be assessed in the lGCSE Mathematics examination cover a single assessment objective, technique 

with application. The examination will test the ability of candidates to: 

 

1. organize, interpret and present information accurately in written, tabular, graphical and diagrammatic 

forms; 
 

2. perform calculations by suitable methods; 
 

3. use an electronic calculator; 
 

4. understand systems of measurement in everyday use and make use of them in the solution of problems; 
 

5. estimate, approximate and work to degrees of accuracy appropriate to the context; 
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6. use mathematical and other instruments to measure and to draw to an acceptable degree of accuracy; 
 

7. interpret, transform and make appropriate use of mathematical statements expressed in words or symbols; 
 

8. recognize and use spatial relationships in two and three dimensions, particularly in solving problems; 
 

9. recall, apply and interpret mathematical knowledge in the context of everyday situations; 
 

10. make logical deductions from given mathematical data; 
 

11. recognize patterns and structures in a variety of situations, and form generalizations; 
 

12. respond to a problem relating to a relatively unstructured situation by translating it into an appropriately 

structured form; 
 

13. analyze a problem, select a suitable strategy and apply an appropriate technique to obtain its solution; 
 

14. apply combinations of mathematical skills and techniques in problem solving; 
 

15. set out mathematical work, including the solution of problems, in a logical and clear form using appropriate 

symbols and terminology. 

 

Exam Requirements – No Coursework 
Foundation Paper -  Grades available: C-G 

Paper 1-  1 hour 30 mins 

Paper 2 - 1 hour 30 mins 

Higher Paper - Grades available: A*-E 

Paper 1 – 2 hours 

Paper 2 –  2 hours

 

For more information, please contact Mr. Neeraj Prabhu - neeraj.prabhu@biswashington.org  

 

 

 

  

mailto:neeraj.prabhu@biswashington.org
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Science 

IGCSE Edexcel Double Science:  

Biology, Chemistry, Physics  

 
 
The International GCSE in Science (Double Award) aims to 
impart a systematic body of scientific knowledge and facts, 
and an understanding of scientific concepts, principles, 
themes and patterns. Experimental skills based on correct 
and safe laboratory techniques are developed, as well as 
students’ ability to form hypotheses and design experiments 
to test them. This single-tier qualification is assessed via 
three papers – one each from chemistry, biology and 
physics. Students are awarded two IGCSE grades from A* to 
G. 
 
  



P a g e  | 13 

 

 
 

Overview of the Double Award Science 
 

Biology paper 1 Paper code: 4SC0/1B 
 

GCSE marks 
Overview of content: 

• Section 1: The nature and variety of living organisms 
• Section 2: Structures and functions in living organisms 

• Section 3: Reproduction and inheritance 
• Section 4: Ecology and the environment 

• Section 5: Use of biological resources. 
 

Overview of assessment: 
• The paper is assessed through a 2-hour examination paper set and marked by Edexcel. 
• The total number of marks is 120. 
 

Chemistry paper 1 Paper code: 4SC0/1C 
 

GCSE marks 
Overview of content: 

• Section 1: Principles of chemistry 
• Section 2: Chemistry of the elements 

• Section 3: Organic chemistry 
• Section 4: Physical chemistry 

• Section 5: Chemistry in society. 
 

Overview of assessment: 
• The paper is assessed through a 2-hour examination paper set and marked by Edexcel. 
• The total number of marks is 120. 
 

Physics paper 1 Paper code: 4SC0/1PardIGCSE 

 
Overview of content: 

• Section 1: Forces and motion 
• Section 2: Electricity 

• Section 3: Waves 
• Section 4: Energy resources and energy transfer 

• Section 5: Solids, liquids and gases 
• Section 6: Magnetism and electromagnetism 

• Section 7: Radioactivity and particles 
 

Overview of assessment: 
• The paper is assessed through a 2-hour examination paper set and marked by Edexcel. 
• The total number of marks is 120. 
 

 
For more information, please contact Mrs. Katherine Hatchard - katherine.hatchard@biswashington.org    

mailto:katherine.hatchard@biswashington.org
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French 

 

Edexcel IGCSE Syllabus code 4FR0 

 

Communication  avec nos amis francophones! 
 

The IGCSE in French rewards practical communication skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing. The IGCSE is 

a natural progression from the work done by students in years 7-9 and prepares them for further study at IB. 

Students will complete the appropriate set of exams at the end of their two year course. 

 

Key subject aims 
 

 To develop understanding and use of the spoken and written forms of French, in a range of familiar and 

practical contexts, and for a variety of purposes;  
 

 To develop the ability to communicate effectively in French through both the spoken and written word, 

using a range of vocabulary and structures ; 
 

 To develop a knowledge and understanding of French grammar and its practical application; 
 

 To develop a knowledge and understanding of the countries and communities where French is spoken; 
 

 To develop positive attitudes towards modern foreign language learning;  
 

 To give students a suitable foundation for further study of French, or another language. 

 

 Assessment and progression 
 

 Two single-tier papers which assess listening, reading and writing skills plus a spoken examination 

focusing on oral competency.  

 Graded A* to G;  
 

 Marks are awarded positively and are allocated mostly for “communication” in the target language; 
 

 

 Progression to the International Baccalaureate program. 

 

 

Lessons 
 

Lessons will focus on the strategies necessary to be successful in the exams and also teach students how to react 

to the French language in real situations, such as reading and understanding newspapers or communicating with a 

French speaker. 

 

For more information, please consult the Edexcel website at:  

http://www.edexcel.com/QUALS/IGCSE/INT-GCSE11/FRENCH/Pages/default.aspx 

 

For more information, please contact Mr. Tom Ball -tom.ball@biswashington.org  

http://www.edexcel.com/QUALS/IGCSE/INT-GCSE11/FRENCH/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:tom.ball@biswashington.org
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Spanish   

Edexcel IGCSE Syllabus code 4SPO      
 

Students who opt for Spanish have an unusual opportunity to study a language that is in constant use around them 

and to experience it as a living language. Students find that the ability to seek out native speakers of all ages in the 

community can be of great help when it comes to getting sufficient practice for the IGCSE speaking exam. The 

IGCSE in Spanish rewards practical communication skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing. The IGCSE is a 

natural progression from the work done by students in years 7-9 and prepares them for further study at IB. 

Students will complete the appropriate set of exams in the final year of their two year course. 

 

Key subject aims 
 

 To develop understanding and use of the spoken and written forms of Spanish, in a range of familiar and 

practical contexts, and for a variety of purposes;  
 

 To develop the ability to communicate effectively in Spanish through both the spoken and written word, 

using a range of vocabulary and structures ; 
 

 To develop a knowledge and understanding of Spanish grammar and its practical application; 
 

 To develop a knowledge and understanding of the countries and communities where Spanish is spoken; 
 

 To develop positive attitudes towards modern foreign language learning;  
 

 To give students a suitable foundation for further study of Spanish, or another language. 

 

 Assessment and progression 
 

 Two single-tier papers which assess listening, reading and writing skills plus a spoken examination 

focusing on oral competency.  

 Graded A* to G;  
 

 Marks are awarded positively and are allocated mostly for “communication” in the target language; 
 

 

 Progression to the International Baccalaureate program. 

 

Lessons 
 

Lessons will focus on the strategies necessary to be successful in the exams and also teach students how to react 

to the Spanish language in real situations, such as reading and understanding newspapers or communicating with a 

Spanish speaker. 

 

For more information, please consult the Edexcel website at:  

http://www.edexcel.com/QUALS/IGCSE/INT-GCSE11/SPANISH/Pages/default.aspx 

 
For more information, please contact Mr. Tom Ball - tom.ball@biswashington.org   

 

http://www.edexcel.com/QUALS/IGCSE/INT-GCSE11/SPANISH/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:tom.ball@biswashington.org
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English as an Additional Language (EAL)  
 
 
All students who do not speak English as a first language are tested during the first two weeks of school.  
Those whose scores in the test indicate that they are proficient or approaching proficiency in English 
may choose to study French or Spanish.  Those students who are found not to be proficient in English 
will study EAL during the modern languages periods.  The EAL class is designed to provide students with 
the vocabulary, structures and functions they need in order to participate in the mainstream classroom. 
 
Courses are tailored to the age, levels and needs of individual students, but all of them: 
 

 Are content based and structured around central themes. 
 

 Develop skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening. 
 

 Use a cross-curricular approach to allow students to link what they learn in their English classes 
to other school subjects. 

 
Courses for the younger children include meaningful practice through songs, chants and games. 
 
Courses for older students aim to expand their knowledge of the world, and prepare them for school 
leaving exams. 
 
Progress is monitored through: 
 

 Informal, ongoing assessment. 

 Formal tests after each unit or module. 
 
The EAL teacher works in close collaboration with classroom teachers.  Students are encouraged to bring 
difficult homework, or mainstream classroom projects to work on in the EAL class. 
 
In addition to these EAL classes, the school offers an academic vocabulary course three mornings a week 
from 8.00 – 8.30.  This course is open to all students.  It includes most frequently used: 
 

 general academic vocabulary 

 subject specific vocabulary  
 
Practice is online and can be done at home.  Twenty words are introduced, practiced and tested each 
week. 
 
For more information, please contact Mr. Tom Ball - tom.ball@biswashington.org   

  

mailto:tom.ball@biswashington.org
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Global Perspectives 

CAMBRIDGE IGCSE 0457 

This is a core subject for students and it is designed to be a bridging course between the IGCSE 
and IB as it helps build up the skills required for independent and extended pieces of writing. 
Students take charge of what they would like to learn about and are taught to approach the 
new content from a range of perspectives.  
 
The course provides students with opportunities to: 

 Enquire into 

 Research 

 Reflect upon 

                                        …key global issues from a personal, local, national and global perspective. 
 

 
Students will practice the skills of:  

 Gathering, synthesizing and communicating information 

 Collaborating with others to achieve a common aim 

 Analysing and evaluating planning, processes & outcomes 

 Developing, justifying and refining a line of reasoning  

Assessment: 
 

 40%: Two 2000 word reports from a choice of two topic areas. The structure focusses on 

assessing different perspectives on an issue and explaining the causes, consequences 

and possible future scenarios that relate to it. They are internally assessed.  

 30%: A group report that consists of a piece of research and the production of an 

outcome that reflects the group learning. The second part of this is an individual 

evaluation of the whole group process that makes up 67% of the final group mark. This 

is internally assessed.  

 30%: Written Exam for 1.25 hours that consists of compulsory questions based on a 

range of sources provided on global issues. It requires students to use the skills 

developed over the course and isn’t based on specific content or knowledge. This is 

externally assessed.  

 
For more information, please contact Mr. Ewan McCallum - ewan.mccallum@biswashington.org  

  

mailto:ewan.mccallum@biswashington.org
http://blog.sewickley.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/8-Tips-for-Helping-Your-Child-Develop-Global-Perspective.jpg
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Physical Education (Core)  

 

Physical Education at KS4 follows National Curriculum requirements through developing knowledge, 

leadership, skills and understanding in selected sporting activities.  

 

Pupils are taught how to develop and apply advanced skills and tactical ideas and are given a selection of 

sports in which they may choose to participate. The selections change half termly so as to ensure that a 

wide range of skills are covered. 

 

Pupils are also challenged with the task of developing leadership skills. These leadership skills take form 

in the shape of coaching and umpiring tasks, where they must also develop a fundamental sense of rules 

and tactics.    

 

Finally, students are taught to develop an understanding and subsequent application of fitness for their 

particular sport. Self-determination, motivation and an awareness of health are key skills that are honed 

in order to ensure that participation in activity does not merely stop at school, but extends to life 

outside school and into each students future.  

 

For more information, please contact Mr. Rob Taylor - rob.taylor@biswashington.org   
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Physical Education (Elective IGCSE) 

CIE IGCSE 0413 
 

IGCSE Physical Education is a challenging and deeply interesting course that combines the practical 

element of sport with a wide theory base. It is a Sports Science discipline yet is cross-curricular in nature, 

involving key skills as well as social, ethical and cultural issues. This course is suitable for students with a 

passion for sport science, sports performance, coaching and officiating. Pupils should also have an 

interest in physiology, sociology and psychology and the ways that these factors both affect sports and 

are affected by sports.  

The CIE Physical Education course is based on a 60% internally–assessed practical coursework 

component and a terminal exam with a weighting of 40%. The question paper consists of short answer 

and structured questions on each of the three units*.  

 

Assessment  
 

The student is assessed on their affective performance and analysis in 4 chosen physical activities 
selected from the following categories: 

 

Game / Athletic / Swimming / Gymnastics / Dance /Outdoor Education 
 

Coursework Requirements cover 60% of the total weighting: This is broken down where Planning, 

Performing and Evaluating account for 50%.  Analyzing and improving accounts for 10% of the practical 

grade. 

Please note that due to constraints in facilities, the student will have to make their selection based upon 

the sports readily available to the British International School of Washington. Students that attend 

external clubs, however, may include one in their final selection for assessment.  

 

Theory 
 

The 1 hour 45 minute written paper will cover the theory behind factors affecting performance and 

participation in physical education. During our theory classes, we will cover in depth; 

a) *Factors affecting Performance 

b) *Health, Safety and Training 

c) *Reasons and Opportunities for Participation in Physical Activity. 

The exam paper will cover Sections A, B and C in a variety of short answer questions. Throughout the 2nd 

year period of study, emphasis will therefore not only be placed on subject matter, but also on the 

thorough development of exam technique.  

 
For more information, please contact Mr. Rob Taylor - rob.taylor@biswashington.org    

 
 

mailto:rob.taylor@biswashington.org
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Information Computer Technology (ICT) (Elective IGCSE) 

OCR, Cambridge National Level 2 (IGCSE equivalent), Course Code:  82572 

The Importance of ICT & Computing 

ICT and Computing underpin the vast majority of our lives from checking Facebook, to online 
banking and from playing games to creating presentations and reports for work. It is impossible to 
live in the modern digital age without some sort of understanding of how ICT can be used, when it 
should be used and why it is used. Through the ICT & Computing lessons, students are taught to be 
discerning users of ICT; in other words, they should feel comfortable and confident in their use and 
understanding of ICT & Computing. With the rapid technological changes in society, specializing in 
any one aspect of ICT & Computing does a disservice to students so we strive to give them a broad 
skillset that will enable them to thrive and take advantage of the “next big thing” in the world of ICT 
& Computing.. 

The course is modular and requires one written paper. One paper is internally assessed and the 
other is externally assessed. Please note: the examination paper has to be sat at UK time, so it will 
require a very early start on the day of the exam. The examination only takes place once over the 
two year course. 

The course has the following units available and we have a choice of which ones to study: 

Mandatory 
R001: Understanding computer systems (Written paper) 
R002: Using ICT to create business solutions 
 
Business information systems strand 
R003: Handling data using spreadsheets Centre assessed task 
R004: Handling data using databases Centre assessed task 
 
Creative Strand 
R005: Creating an interactive product using multimedia components Centre assessed task 
R006: Creating digital images Centre assessed task 
R007: Creating dynamic products using sound and vision Centre assessed task 
 
Technical strand 
R008: Introduction to computer programming Centre assessed task 
R009: Exploring computer hardware and networks Centre assessed task 
R010: Developing control systems Centre assessed task 
 
Learner-initiated project 
R011: Understanding technology - a project approach 
 
For more information, please contact Mr. Mark Minghella - mark.minghella@biswashington.org    

mailto:mark.minghella@biswashington.org
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History (Elective IGCSE) 
Edexcel 4HI0 

Why study History? 

At the British International School of Washington we believe the study of History is more than learning 
about the past but vital in ensuring our understanding of the world we live in today. History gives 
students the opportunity to achieve the highest possible standards, to develop their full potential, to 
foster their sense of self-worth and to raise their academic expectations. It is our vision that each of our 
students will develop an excellent understanding of the events that have shaped their world and 
develop a wide range of skills that allow them to become successful adults. 

Our IGCSE course focuses on the main dramatic events of the twentieth century and is designed to allow 
students to have a better understanding of the modern world. Indeed, in an increasingly smaller world it 
is vital to have a grasp of the ideas and events that have shaped the views of all the key players in 
International Relations. Think of the major issues facing the world; peace, international conflicts and 
peacekeeping, national hatreds, fascism, human rights and the struggle for democracy. They are on your 
TV screens and in newspapers every day. History will help you understand these more fully. 

Historians make themselves skilled in presentation and argument and are able to see things beyond the 
simplified terms of black and white. It is these skills that the outline studies will address. You will also 
gain invaluable experience of trying to reach valid judgments on the basis of incomplete or conflicting 
evidence. It is these skills that the depth studies will focus on. 

Assessment 

Students complete two exams at the end of Year 11. There are no foundation or higher tier - all students 
sit the same papers. 

Paper 1: Depth studies 

Students answer questions on two of the following topics. This exam last one and hour thirty minutes. 

Option 5 – Development of Dictatorship: Germany, 1918-45 

Option 8 – A World Divided: Superpower Relations, 1945-62 

Paper 2: Historical investigation and breadth study in change 

Students answer questions on two of the following topics. This exam lasts one hour and thirty minutes. 

A4 – The USA, 1917-29 

B3 – The Changing Role of International Relations: The League of Nations and the UN 

For more information, please contact Mr. Ewan McCallum - ewan.mccallum@biswashington.org  

mailto:ewan.mccallum@biswashington.org
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Business Studies (Elective IGCSE) 

EDEXCEL COURSE 4BSO 

 

The IGCSE in Business Studies is designed for use in schools and colleges as a two-year course. As 

students progress through the course, they are introduced to new ideas and concepts while continuing 

to use and reinforce previously learned concepts and skills. The course is designed to give students a 

sound understanding of business and the ability to use knowledge, skills and understanding 

appropriately in the context of international markets.  

 

Key subject aims: 

 To enable students to use relevant terminology, concepts and methods effectively and 
recognise the strengths and limitations of the ideas used  

 To develop students’  knowledge, understanding and skills and apply them to current issues in a 
wide range of appropriate international and UK contexts  

 To enable students to use an enquiring, critical approach to distinguish between facts and 
opinion and evaluate qualitative and quantitative data, to help build arguments and make 
informed judgments  

 To further students’ appreciation of different stakeholders’ perspectives in relation to business 
activities  

 To develop students’ understanding of the dynamics of business activity and the related 
considerations of ethics and sustainability in business. 

Assessment and progression 

 Single tier. Single exam  
 Grading A to G*  
 Provides a solid basis for accessing Business Studies at IBDP level  
 This qualification is assessed through a two-hour examination paper set and marked by Edexcel. 

 The examination paper is divided into two sections – A and B. Students will be given compulsory 

short-answer, structured, data response and open-ended questions on a business-related 

context. Questions in both sections will be drawn from all areas of the subject content. 

 Section A will consist of questions targeted mainly or exclusively at knowledge, understanding 

and application  

 Section B will consist of questions targeted mainly or exclusively at selection, analysis and 

evaluation. 

 

 

 
For more information, please contact Mr. Daniel George - daniel.george@biswashington.org     

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-7oQHr-8wpBE/Thm5Mt_U7EI/AAAAAAAAAz0/uSXrseZB6Ng/s1600/business.jpg
mailto:daniel.george@biswashington.org
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Geography (Elective IGCSE) 

CAMBRIDGE IGCSE  0460 

 
Through the IGCSE Geography syllabus, students will 
develop a 'sense of place' by looking at the world 
around them on a local, regional and global scale. 
Students will examine a range of natural and man-
made environments, and learn about some of the 
processes which affected their development. They will 
also look at the ways in which people interact with 
their environment and the opportunities and 
challenges an environment can present, thereby 
gaining a deeper insight into the different communities 
and cultures that exist around the world. All work 
covered will be related to current trends and events 
and enables students to bring their own experiences 
and background to the subject whenever possible. 
Areas studied are varied but the main themes are 
Population and Settlement; the Natural Environment 
and Economic Development. Within these topics, 
students study a range of topics such as population 
growth and change, migration, settlement, rivers and 
coasts, plate tectonics, weather and climate, rainforest 
and deserts, globalisation, food production, industry 
and tourism. For each of the themes, students will be 
expected to have a given number of case studies, as 
outlined by the syllabus. 
 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Three examinations papers are taken at the end of Year 
11. There is no option for higher and foundation levels: 
all students will take the same examination paper. 
Please note that the papers taken in the examination 
are Paper 1, Paper 2 and Paper 4. Students at BISW are 
not entered for Paper 3 which is the coursework 
assessment option and is undertaken by some centres 
instead of Paper 4. 
 
 
Paper 1: Geographical Themes (1 hour 45 minutes – 
45% weighting) 
 
This paper consists of six questions; candidates are 
required to answer three, each worth 25 marks. One 
question must be taken from on each of three themes – 
Population and Settlement; the Natural Environment 
and Economic Development. The questions are 

structured with gradients of difficulty and are resource 
based, involving problem solving and free response 
writing.  
 
 
Paper 2: Geographical Skills (1 hour 30 minutes – 
27.5% weighting) 
 
All questions on this paper are compulsory. Question 
one is a map skills question is based on a 1:25 000 or 
1:50 000 topographical map of a tropical area. The 
remaining questions are based on testing the 
interpretation and analysis of geographical information, 
decision making and the application of graphical and 
other appropriate geographical techniques. The 
questions will not require specific information of an 
area or place but will be related to the three main 
themes and topics. This paper is worth a total of 60 
marks. 
 
Paper 4: Alternative to Coursework (1 hour 30 minutes 
– 27.5% weighting) 
 
Both questions on this paper are also compulsory with 
students completing a series of written tasks based on 
the three themes; one question is usually based around 
physical geography and the other human geography. 
The questions involve an appreciation of a range of 
techniques used in fieldwork studies. Questions test 
the methodology of questionnaires, observation, 
counts, measurement techniques and may involve 
developing hypotheses appropriate to specific topics. 
The processing, presentation and analysis of data will 
be tested.  
 
Although this paper is seen as an alternative to 
coursework, students will still have to undertake the 
preparation for an internal study in order to be fully 
prepared for this examination. At some point during 
Year 11, students will undertake fieldwork in the local 
area of Georgetown, conducting questionnaires, 
environmental surveys, traffic and pedestrian counts 
and land use surveys. This enables students to see how 
different fieldwork techniques can be applied and the 
problems associated with them.

 

For more information, please contact Mr. Ewan McCallum - ewan.mccallum@biswashington.org     

mailto:ewan.mccallum@biswashington.org
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Drama (Elective IGCSE) 

IGCSE COURSE – CIE 4348 
 

 

Through practical and theoretical study, students develop an understanding and enjoyment of drama, 

developing group and individual skills and studying ways to communicate ideas and feelings to an 

audience. Students learn how to discover the performance possibilities of a text and other stimuli, and 

devise dramatic material of their own. Students also develop their performance skills, the 

demonstration of which will form part of the final assessment. 

 

Assessment  
 

Students will have to complete two assessment components: 

 

1.  Practical course: Each student must produce three performances.  

a) Group devised piece (maximum 15 minutes) 

b) Group scripted piece (maximum 15 minutes) 

c) Individual performance – student chooses either a scripted or devised piece (3-5 minutes) 

 

These performances will be filmed, moderated by the teacher and then sent to the exam board for final 

moderation. This assessment is worth 60% of their final grade. 

 

2. Written examination: Students will respond to the practical work completed in lessons based 

their choice of stimulus material sent by the exam board.  

 

They will answer questions about characterization, role, pacing, contrast, dynamics, 

performance space, physicality, tension and other dramatic features 

 

This exam is assessed eternally and is worth 40% of their final grade. 

Pupils are assessed on their creating, performing and devising skills as well as their understanding of 

the effects of theatrical techniques and devices.  

 
For more information, please contact Miss Ceris Flew - ceris.flew@biswashington.org   

 

 

  

mailto:ceris.flew@biswashington.org
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Art and Design (Elective IGCSE)

IGCSE Course 4FAO  
 

What does Art & Design involve?  
 

The International GCSE Art and Design syllabus aims to encourage a personal response by stimulating 

imagination, sensitivity, conceptual thinking, powers of observation and analytical ability. Students gain 

confidence and enthusiasm as they develop technical skills in two and three dimensional form and 

composition, and are able to identify and solve problems in visual and tactile forms. Students also learn 

how to develop ideas from initial attempts to final solutions. An ideal foundation for further study, 

IGCSE Art and Design also develops a greater awareness of the role played by the visual arts in society 

and in history, broadening cultural horizons and individual experience.  

 

Areas covered in IGCSE Art 
 

It is important that students in Year 10 cover a wide range of media during their first year.  This leads on 

to Year 11 when they have more freedom to develop their skills in media of their own choice, within 

certain guide lines. In February of year 11 students will be given a title by the examining board and they 

will complete a 6 week preparation project based around the title, they will then undertake a 10 hour 

exam over the course of two days producing a final piece for the project. This project is worth 100% of 

their final grade. Pupils will gain substantial exam experience throughout Year 11. 

  

These projects will cover;  

 

 Drawing with a range of media 

 Painting  

 Printmaking  

 Three-Dimensional Studies 

 Mixed media projects 

 Elements of photography and textiles will also be included 

All projects will have a sound foundation in observational drawing and students will be encouraged to 

explore the chosen media and exploit it to its fullest.  The projects will also integrate the four 

assessment objectives outlined in the IGCSE syllabus. To help students to understand each criteria more 

fully, they carry out a self-assessment and evaluation at the end of each project based on these criteria.  
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Any Special Features to Art & Design?  
 

You must be prepared to do some work outside lesson-time.  This may include using the Art room at 

lunchtimes and after school to develop your work further.  You will take part in organised trips to 

exhibitions and galleries and will participate in an art trip to a chosen location to gather visual 

information for one of your projects during the two years. 

 

How is Art & Design assessed?  
Examination, (Component 1) 100%-  Instead of a written exam, you take a practical exam where you 

produce one or more pieces to express a theme set by the examination centre.  This involves a 6 week 

preparation period during class time, followed by a total of 10 hours individual practical work (under 

exam conditions) where you produce your final piece.  

 

For more information, please contact Mrs. Kathryn Martin - Kathryn.martin@biswashington.org 
 

  

mailto:Kathryn.martin@biswashington.org
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Music (Elective IGCSE) 

CIE COURSE 0410 

In IGCSE music, students are given opportunities to: 
 

 Perform music – playing and/or singing individually (solo) and as part of a group (ensemble), 

considering aspects of performance such as technical control, expression, interpretation and a 

sense of ensemble 

 Compose music – creating musical ideas and learning to develop them into interesting pieces of 

music, choosing from a range of styles and genres.  There is the option of developing interest 

and skill in Music Technology.  

 Listen to music – listening to a wide range of music, analyzing and evaluating using musical 

terminology 

 

Students will have many opportunities to make the most of their own musical interests through 

performance and composition.  They will also be introduced to new styles of music as well. These will 

include: Classical music, popular music and jazz, and world music. At the end of the course the 

examiners will want to see that each student can understand a range of different kinds of music, make 

judgments about musical quality, and think creatively and critically. 
 

Throughout the course, candidates will look at music from several different areas of study, preparing 

them for the examination where questions are answered from a CD: 

 Vocal or instrumental music from 1600 to the present day 

 Music from Latin America, Africa and the Arab world, China, Japan, India and Indonesia 

 Follow a skeleton score to identify rhythmic and melodic features in the music 

 One piece of music studied in detail from the Baroque, Classical, Romantic or Modern period 

Assessment  

Paper 1:  

Performing – 30% (Internally assessed and externally moderated) 

Solo performing: Candidates will perform one solo piece (15%) 

Ensemble performing: Candidates will perform or direct one ensemble piece (15%) 

Paper 2:  

Composing – 30% (internally assessed and externally moderated) 

Composition 1: One composition, written in a Western Tonal Style 

Composition 2: One composition, in a contrasting style or character; written in any form of notation 

appropriate to the work  

Paper 3:   

Listening – 40% (Written paper with CD extracts, 1 hour 15 minutes, externally assessed 

For more information, please contact Mr. Scott McCall - scott.mccall@biswashington.org   
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Design and Technology (Elective 
IGCSE) 

Cambridge IGCSE Design and Technology 

0445                            

Resistant Materials 

Course aims 

* To foster an awareness, understanding and expertise in those areas of creative thinking which 
can be expressed and developed through investigation and research, planning, designing, 
making and evaluating, working with media, materials and tools; 

* Encourage the acquisition of a body of knowledge applicable to solving 
practical/technological problems operating through processes of analysis, synthesis and 
realization; 

* Stimulate the development of a range of communication skills which are central to design, 
making and evaluation; 

* Stimulate the development of a range of making skills; 

* Encourage students to relate their work, which should demand active and experimental 
learning based upon the use of materials in practical areas, to their personal interests and 
abilities; 

* Promote the development of curiosity, enquiry, initiative, ingenuity, resourcefulness and 
discrimination; 

* Encourage technological awareness, foster attitudes of co-operation and social responsibility, 
and develop abilities to enhance the quality of the environment; 

* Stimulate the exercising of value judgments of an aesthetic, technical and moral nature. 

The four assessment objectives in Design and Technology are: 

* Knowledge with understanding 

* Problem solving 

* Communication 
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* Realization 

* Candidates who have followed this curriculum are eligible for the award of grades A* to G. 
Candidates must take two written exams and a final Design and Make Project. 

Examination 

Paper 1: Design drawing: 1 hour 15 mins 25% of final grade. 

Paper 3: Resistant Materials Written: 1 hour 25% of final grade. 

Paper 1 and 3 are taken concurrently 

Final Project: School-based assessment: 50% of final grade. 

Final Project (see examples below) 

Each student undertakes a personally identified Project that will have a resistant materials 
outcome. The Project, which will be internally marked and externally moderated, is expected to 
be undertaken over the final two terms of the course. At BISW the Project will be resistant 
materials based either in wood, metal or plastic or a combination of these three. The work 
presented for assessment will typically be in the form of an A3 size folder and the ‘made 
product’ you can see examples of previous year’s final projects below. 

The folder will include photographs of the manufactured product, showing an overall view 
together with detailed views. This evidence supports the award of marks for the assessment 
criterion ‘Product Realisation’. 

Please note: 

Resistant Materials is an area of study concerned with developing the skills used by designers 
within the context of materials and their processing. It is intended that practical experience be 
used to create a broad understanding of materials and their processing rather than an in-depth 
knowledge of any particular material, technology or process through the following headings: 
the general physical and working properties of common constructional materials, i.e.; plastics, 
woods and metals, in relation to specific designing and making tasks; simple comparative 
testing leading to the reasoned selection of materials and processes for specific design and 
making tasks. 

For more information, please contact Mrs. Kathryn Martin - Kathryn.Martin@biswashington.org   
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Grade Equivalency at the British International School of Washington 
 

The chart below shows approximate grade equivalencies for the IGCSE and IB Diploma in relation to the 
 A to F scale commonly used in the American High School system: 
 

 

IGCSE attainment 
(US Honors Level 

Course) 

USA grade 
equivalents 

(US Honors Level 
Course) 

A* A+ 

A A+/A 

B A-/B+ 

C B/B- 

D C+/C 

E D+/D 

F/G D- 

U Fail 

 

 

IB attainment 
(US Honors Level 

Course) 

USA grade 
equivalents 

(US Honors Level 
Course) 

7 A+ 

6 A/A- 

5 B+/B 

4 B-/C+ 

3 C/C- 

2 D+/D 

1 D- 

0 Fail 
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Contact information 
Secondary Leadership Team 

Principal Mr. David Rowsell David.Rowsell@biswashington.org  

Head of Secondary Mr. Gareth Hall Gareth.Hall@biswashington.org 

Secondary Leader for 

Student Experience 

(Curriculum) 

Mrs. Katie Stewart Katie.Stewart@biswashington.org 

Secondary Leader for 

Personal Progress 

(Pastoral) 

Mr. Daniel George Daniel.George@biswashington.org 

IB Coordinator Mrs. Deborah Sutch 

(until January 2016. After 

this date, please contact 

Mr. Gareth Hall) 

Deborah.Sutch@biwashington.org 

 

 

Heads of Department/Faculty 

Head of English & Drama Miss Ceris Flew Ceris.Flew@biswashington.org 

Head of Maths Mr. Neeraj Prabhu Neeraj.Prabhu@biswashington.org 

Head of Science Mrs. Katherine 

Hatchard 

Katherine.Hatchard@biswashington.org 

Head of Languages Mr. Tom Ball Tom.Ball@biswashington.org 

Head of Humanities 

(History, Geography, 

Global Perspectives) 

Mr. Ewan McCallum Ewan.McCallum@biswashington.org 

Head of Art & Design Mrs. Kathryn Martin Kathryn.Martin@biswashington.org 

Head of ICT Mr. Mark Minghella Mark.Minghella@biswashington.org 

Director of PE Mr. Rob Taylor Rob.Taylor@biswashington.org 

Director of Music Mr. Scott McCall Scott.McCall@biswashington.org 

Learning Support 

Coordinator 

Mr. Joel Gunzburg Joel.Gunzburg@biswashington.org 

 

Admissions 

Head of Admissions Mrs. Anna Ellenbogen Anna.Ellenbogen@biswashington.org  
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