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BISW Middle School Curriculum 
Introduction  
 
The BISW Middle School Curriculum aims to inform, engage and inspire our students at this significant 

moment in their education. Building on from their learning in the Primary years, our Secondary school 

teachers ensure that students develop the skills and acquire the knowledge to make progress on their 

previous learning. The Middle School years are also seen as a basis for learning which takes place in year 

10-13 to ensure success as they start the rigors of the International General Certificate of Secondary 

Education (IGCSE) qualification in years 10-11 and IB programme in years 12-13.  

 

Curriculum: National Curriculum & the International Middle Years Curriculum 
At BISW, we have incorporated elements of both the English National Curriculum and the International 
Middle Years Curriculum (IMYC) to ensure that our students build a solid foundation for their education 
beyond year 7-9.  
 

 English National Curriculum provides our students with: 

o A cohesive curriculums which follows on from the curriculum used in the BISW Primary 

School  

o A broad subject knowledge and refined skills in each distinct subject area 

o Clear assessment criteria and objectives 

o Level [grade] descriptions 

o Adequate academic knowledge and skill to be successful in later years of education 

For more information: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum  

 

 International Middle Years Curriculum (IMYC) provides our students with: 

o Opportunities to explore abstract concepts across subject boundaries 

o Opportunities to discuss how their lives at school, work and home contribute to their 

understanding of and interactions with the world  

o Entry and Exit Point projects, which enable students to work with their peers to 

demonstrate their understanding of Big Ideas 

o Preparation for the presentation skills and ability to develop independent 

interpretations required in years 10-13.  

o For more information: http://www.greatlearning.com/imyc/  

Please note that some subjects integrate subject content and assessment criteria from sources outside 
of the English National Curriculum to ensure that our international student body has the opportunity to 
explore topics, issues and skills to ensure they develop their international mindedness. Examples of 
these subjects include Music, History and PE.  
 

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum
http://www.greatlearning.com/imyc/


 

Attainment and Progress 

Student attainment and progress in year 7 to year 9 is assessed using both formative and summative 

strategies. These methods of assessment include: self-assessment; peer-assessment; verbal feedback in 

class; end of unit tests; and, assignments that are graded against subject-specific criteria. 

At BISW we use the English National Curriculum ‘levels’ system of assessment. In each Attainment 

Target (any given skill in any given subject), a student is assessed and given a level of 1 – 8 and a sub-

level of beginning, developing or mastering.  

 Yr7 Yr8 Yr9   

Exceptional  performance (E)     Exceeding expectations 

Level 8  (B-8, D-8, M-8)     Achieving expectations 

Level 7  (B-7, D-7, M-7)     Working towards expectations 

Level 6  (B-6, D-6, M-6)      

Level 5  (B-5, D-5, M-5)     

Level 4  (B-4, D-4, M-4)     

Level 3  (B-3, D-3, M-3)     

Level 2 (B-3, D-3, M-3)     

Level 1 (B-3, D-3, M-3)     

Students are able to achieve exceptional performance in all subjects. At BISW, we expect students to 

make at least three sublevels of progress within an academic year. 

 For example: 
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BISW Year 7-9 Subject Summaries 
 

English 
Mathematics 

Science 
French 
Spanish 

English as an Additional Language 
Physical Education 

ICT 
History 

Geography 
Drama 

Art and Design 
Music 

Design and Technology 
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English  

English will be one of your most important and enjoyable subjects. It is important because your ability to 
read and write will strongly affect your success in most of your other subjects. 

Throughout year 7-9, you will be exploring a range of Big Ideas from the IMYC such as Adaptability or 
Collaboration and you’ll be presented with challenging and stimulating material taught by teachers who 
love their subject. 

In English, you will encounter a whole new range of literature to read. Our novels, poetry, drama and 
nonfiction texts will develop your skills and inspire you to be excellent English students. We passionately 
believe in developing our students into confident, articulate individuals and we achieve this through our 
speaking and listening tasks as well as making sure you ask and answer lots of questions in the 
classroom. You’ll write creative and non-fiction essays such as speeches, which will really demonstrate 
your skill in using language techniques. 

You’ll receive regular feedback from your teacher – written and verbal – as well as developing your 
ability to reflect on the work that you and your peers produce. In addition, you will complete one 
official, levelled piece of work each term, and they will cover the three key areas: Speaking and 
Listening, Reading and Writing. This way we can chart your progression and growth. 

As you move through year 7 to year 9, you’ll notice how the work becomes more demanding and 
challenging, so that when you finally reach year 9 you will be writing substantial essays which will leave 
you well-prepared for the demands of year 10 and 11 in the IGCSE English course.  

We offer many enriching opportunities for students to engage with outside of the classroom. Our 
central location allows us to organize visits to museums such as the Newseum and local theatre 
companies to watch productions such as ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ – all of which encourage our 
students to actively engage with the curriculum offered here at BISW. We have also organized several 
author visits, which have exposed our students to the process of brainstorming, planning, drafting, and 
editing – providing students with a tangible experience to draw upon when developing their creative 
writing skills. Finally, there are many opportunities in school to foster links between our primary and 
secondary students, such as World Book Day, whereby students partner up with Year 6 students to plan 
and write a story. This not only encourages a community spirit but invites our KS3 students to act as 
mentors and role models to the younger students. 

So, bring your enthusiasm and passion to English and you’ll have a great learning experience. 

 
 

For more information, please contact Miss Ceris Flew - ceris.flew@biswashington.org   

  

mailto:ceris.flew@biswashington.org
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Mathematics 

Purpose of study 

Mathematics is a creative and highly inter-connected discipline that has been developed over centuries, 
providing the solution to some of history’s most intriguing problems. It is essential to everyday life, 
critical to science, technology and engineering, and necessary for financial literacy and most forms of 
employment. A high-quality mathematics education therefore provides a foundation for understanding 
the world, the ability to reason mathematically, an appreciation of the beauty and power of 
mathematics, and a sense of enjoyment and curiosity about the subject. 

Aims 

The national curriculum for mathematics aims to ensure that all students: 

 Become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, including through varied and frequent 

practice with increasingly complex problems over time, so that students develop conceptual 

understanding and the ability to recall and apply knowledge rapidly and accurately. 

 Reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, conjecturing relationships and 

generalisations, and developing an argument, justification or proof using mathematical 

language. 

 Can solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of routine and non-routine 

problems with increasing sophistication, including breaking down problems into a series of 

simpler steps and persevering in seeking solutions. 

Mathematics is an interconnected subject in which students need to be able to move fluently between 
representations of mathematical ideas. The programme of study for years 7-9 is organised into 
apparently distinct domains, but students should build on their learning in years 3-6 and make 
connections across mathematical ideas to develop fluency, mathematical reasoning and competence in 
solving increasingly sophisticated problems. They should also apply their mathematical knowledge in 
Science, Geography, Computing and other subjects. 

In Years 7, 8, and 9 students will study all branches of Mathematics (number, shape and space, data 
handling and algebra). They will not only solve problems but get a deeper understanding of the subject 
by reasoning, conjecturing, analyzing, proving, solving, hypothesizing, and communicating using 
mathematical language. Through this deeper understanding, not only will they have an approach to 
solve problems but also the tools to choose strategies that are the most effective. 

 
 

For more information, please contact Mr. Neeraj Prabhu - neeraj.prabhu@biswashington.org  

  

mailto:neeraj.prabhu@biswashington.org
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Science 
 

Science follow the English National Curriculum programme of study for years 7, 8 & 9, looking at the key 
concepts and processes involved in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. All three disciplines describe 
processes and scientific investigation that bring about change in our knowledge and understanding. 

The nature of scientific investigation lends itself to the development of thinking skills, as students are 
encouraged to frame their own questions for investigations, plan their work and consider and evaluate 
their results. Thinking skills focus on the development of the students’ thinking abilities, rather than the 
simple recall of factual material. 

Strategies are used to encourage students to apply their current knowledge to unfamiliar situations 
where they have to pause and consider the possible solutions or explanations concerning observed 
events or results. By doing these types of activity, students should be able to develop into truly 
analytical scientists. 

To explore these ideas students will learn to use explanations, argument and decisions along with 
practical and enquiry skills whilst investigating 12 topics each year across the 3 disciplines. 

Each year there will be four topics based on organisms, their behaviour and the environment, four on 
materials, their properties and four on the Earth energy, forces and space. 

Students will complete 12 module tests each year along with an end of year test that brings the 12 
topics together. 

Throughout the year students will complete 

 AT1 investigations looking at planning, observing, considering and analyzing data 

 Quick Quiz -helping students to focus on their own areas of weakness. 

 Word Sheets for each topic containing all the words met to build up a glossary of terms as 

students meet them. 

 Quick checks- involving students actively considering how they learn 

 ‘I can…’ level ladders – allowing students to see very clearly which level they are working at, and 

what needs further work if they want to progress. 

 Open ended tasks-designed to cover a variety of Personal Learning and Thinking Skills, and 

Functional Skills, through activities which also requires students to draw together their 

understanding of the content of the unit. 

 Activities that encourage students to develop their literacy, numeracy and ICT skills 

 

 
For more information, please contact Mrs. Katherine Hatchard - katherine.hatchard@biswashington.org    

  

mailto:katherine.hatchard@biswashington.org
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Languages (French & Spanish)    
Languages are part of the cultural richness of our society and the world in which we live and work. 

Learning languages contributes to mutual understanding, a sense of global citizenship and personal 

fulfilment. Students learn to appreciate different countries, cultures, communities and people. By 

making comparisons, they gain insight into their own culture and society.  

 

The ability to understand and communicate in another language is a lifelong skill for education, 

employment and leisure in this country and throughout the world. 

 

Learning languages gives students opportunities to develop their listening, speaking, reading and writing 

skills and to express themselves with increasing confidence, independence and creativity. They explore 

the similarities and differences between other languages and English and learn how language can be 

manipulated and applied in different ways. The development of communication skills, together with 

understanding of the structure of language lay the foundation for future study of other languages and 

support the development of literacy skills in a pupil’s own language. 

   

There are a number of key concepts that underpin the study of languages. Students need to understand 

these concepts in order to deepen and broaden their knowledge, skills and understanding. 

 

1.1 Linguistic competence 

a. Developing the skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing in a range of situations and 

contexts. 

b. Applying linguistic knowledge and skills to understand and communicate effectively. 

 

1.2 Knowledge about language 

a. Understanding how a language works and how to manipulate it. 

b. Recognising that languages differ but may share common grammatical, syntactical or 

lexical features. 

1.3 Creativity 

a. Using familiar language for new purposes and in new contexts. 

b. Using imagination to express thoughts, ideas, experiences and feelings. 

 

1.4 Intercultural understanding 

a. Appreciating the richness and diversity of other cultures. 

b. Recognising that there are different ways of seeing the world, and developing an 

international outlook. 

  

Languages programme of study for Year 7 to 9 © Qualifications and Curriculum Authority  

 

 

http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/modern-foreign-languages/index.aspx?return=/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/index.aspx#note2_1_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/modern-foreign-languages/index.aspx?return=/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/index.aspx#note2_2_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/modern-foreign-languages/index.aspx?return=/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/index.aspx#note2_3_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/modern-foreign-languages/index.aspx?return=/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/index.aspx#note2_4_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/modern-foreign-languages/index.aspx?return=/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/index.aspx#note2_5_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/modern-foreign-languages/index.aspx?return=/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/index.aspx#note2_6_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/modern-foreign-languages/index.aspx?return=/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/index.aspx#note2_7_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/modern-foreign-languages/index.aspx?return=/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/index.aspx#note2_8_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/modern-foreign-languages/index.aspx?return=/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/index.aspx#note2_9_a
http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/modern-foreign-languages/index.aspx?return=/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/index.aspx#note2_10_a
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Spanish subject content:  

 

French subject content:  

 

For more information, please contact Mr. Tom Ball - tom.ball@biswashington.org  

  

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 

 

Personal description and 

classroom language 

Talking about school subjects 

and teachers 

Talking about myself and my 

family 

My home and my town 

Free time activities 

   

The present tense 

The near future tense 

 

Shopping: Clothing & food 

Tourism 

Going Out: entertainment 

Body & Health 

  

The present tense 

The near future tense 

The preterite tense 

The imperfect tense 

 

Media 

School 

Health 

Future plans and work 

The Spanish speaking world 

Travel 

  

  

The present tense 

The near future tense 

The preterite tense 

The imperfect tense 

   

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 

 

Talking about school 

School Life and daily routine 

Free time activities 

In town - shopping 

Tourism 

  

The present tense 

The near future tense 

Reflexive verbs 

 

Media- TV, Internet, films and 

reading 

Travel: an introduction to Paris 

My identity: music, relationships 

and fashion 

Talking about homes and food 

  

The present tense 

The near future tense 

The perfect tense (regular and 

irregular) 

 

Technology and movies 

Talking about your country and 

region  

Travel and tourism 

 The French speaking world 

School life & daily routine 

The world of work 

  

The near future tense 

The future tense 

The perfect tense  

The imperfect tense  

  

mailto:tom.ball@biswashington.org
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Physical Education  
 

PE develops students’ competence and confidence to take part in a range of physical activities 

that become a central part of their lives, both in and out of school. It is the catalyst which links skills in 

other subjects.phy 

A high-quality PE curriculum enables all students to enjoy and succeed in many kinds of physical 

activity. They develop a wide range of skills and the ability to use tactics, strategies and compositional 

ideas to perform successfully. When they are performing, they think about what they are doing, analyse 

the situation and make decisions. They also reflect on their own and others’ performances and find ways 

to improve them. As a result, they develop the confidence to take part in different physical activities and 

learn about the value of healthy, active lifestyles. Discovering what they like to do, what their aptitudes 

are at school, and how and where to get involved in physical activity helps them make informed choices 

about lifelong physical activity. 

PE helps students develop personally and socially. They work as individuals, in groups and in 

teams, developing concepts of fairness and of personal and social responsibility. They take on different 

roles and responsibilities, including leadership, coaching and officiating. Through the range of 

experiences that PE offers, they learn how to be effective in competitive, creative and challenging 

situations. 

There are a number of key concepts that underpin the study of PE which are embedded in both 

the IMYC and UK National Curriculum for Physical Education. Students need to understand these 

concepts (ranging from Level 3-8)  in order to deepen and broaden their knowledge, skills and 

understanding. 

 

Learning Goal 1: Skill Mastery 

Level 3: You can show precision, control and fluency when performing a simple skill. 

You can select and use skills, actions and ideas appropriately. 

Level 8: You always show high standards of precision, control and fluency and 

originality. You consistently apply advanced skills, techniques and ideas. 

 

Learning Goal 2: Applying Strategy and Tactics 

  Level 3: You can vary how you respond to a situation. 

Level 8: You are able to apply advanced strategies, tactics and composition. Maintain 

performance quality under changing circumstances. Take on different roles. 
 

Learning Goal 3: Leadership 

  Level 3: You area able to work with a partner to lead a 2 part warm-up. 

  Level 8: You are able to individually plan and lead a Sports Event for younger students. 
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Learning Goal 4: Analysis 

Level 3: You area able to see how your work is similar and different from other’s and can 

use this to improve your own performance. 

Level 8: You can critically evaluate your own and other’s work, show you understand the 

impact of skills, strategy, tactics or composition on performance. 

 

Learning Goal 5: Health and Fitness 

Level 3: You are able to measure and record Resting Heart Rate (RHR), Maximum Heart 

Rate (MHR) and Recovery Rate. 

Level 8: You are able to design a Personal Exercise Programme which would enhance 

your own level of fitness. 

 

Subject Content:  

 

For more information, please contact Mr. Rob Taylor - rob.taylor@biswashington.org   

  

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 

Soccer, Basketball, Handball, 

Tag Rugby, Ultimate Frisbee, 

Swimming, Gymnastics, Dance, 

Fitness, Cross-Country, Track 

and Field, Softball, Kickball, 

Tennis 

 

Soccer, Basketball, Field 

Hockey, Tag Rugby,  

Swimming, Gymnastics, Dance, 

Fitness, Cross-Country, Track 

and Field, Softball, Kickball, 

Tennis 

Handball, Soccer, Basketball, 

Tag Rugby, Table Tennis, 

Swimming, Gymnastics, Dance, 

Fitness, Cross-Country, Track 

and Field, Volleyball, Softball, 

Kickball, Tennis 

mailto:rob.taylor@biswashington.org
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Information Computer Technology (ICT)  
 

The Importance of ICT & Computing 
ICT and Computing underpin the vast majority of our lives from checking Facebook, to online banking 

and from playing games to creating presentations and reports for work.  It is impossible to live in the 

modern digital age without some sort of understanding of how ICT can be used, when it should be used 

and why it is used.  Through the ICT & Computing lessons, students are taught to be discerning users of 

ICT; in other words, they should feel comfortable and confident in their use and understanding of ICT & 

Computing.  With the rapid technological changes in society, specializing in any one aspect of ICT & 

Computing does a disservice to students so we strive to give them a broad skillset that will enable them 

to thrive and take advantage of the “next big thing” in the world of ICT & Computing. 

There are a number of key concepts that underpin the study of ICT. Students need to understand these 

concepts in order to deepen and broaden their knowledge, skills and understanding. 

 

Modelling: using computers to model events and predict outcomes e.g. financial spreadsheets 

predicting profits, analysis of data collected via questionnaires 

Computational Thinking: understand what algorithms are and how they can be made more effective as 

well as more efficient.  Understand how to break a complex task down into smaller parts for ease of 

planning and creation of sequences.  Introduction to programming languages 

Research techniques: understand issues relating to e-safety, bias and reliability.  Know how to use 

Boolean search terms when making searches more efficient and effective 

Hardware: understand how computers work and what the component parts do.  Understand how data 

is stored and retrieved 

Software: create, re-use and re-purpose data to meet the needs of the target audience.  Combine assets 

from different sources to create documents.  Assess validity, reliability & bias.  Understand how, why 

and when to share information, particularly the consequences 

 

The IMYC units are used to deliver aspects of these in a fun and challenging way.  The aim is also to put 

the concepts into context so that students see how they relate to the real world. 

 

Students will re-visit the skills over time with the purpose of reinforcing or extending their knowledge & 

understanding. 

 

 

For more information, please contact Mr. Mark Minghella - mark.minghella@biswashington.org  

  

mailto:mark.minghella@biswashington.org
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History 

History is inescapable: it is not just useful, but essential. It studies the past and the legacies of the past 
into the present. Far from being a ‘dead’ subject, it connects things throughout time and encourages 
students to take a long view of such connections. 

Throughout Year 7-9 you will develop vital historical skills that will let you engage with such legacies 
through the study of events and the people who shaped them. You will research and present 
information in different and logical ways that will enable you to demonstrate your understanding of the 
causes, events and their subsequent impacts of key events, make judgments about how things have 
continued over time or changed and evolved, analyze different historical interpretations people have 
over people and events and make your own evidenced judgments on the past. 

To do this you will use different types of evidence such as pictures, photographs, diaries, letters, maps 
and diagrams, together with engaging with the challenging concepts that different historians and social 
commentators have shared and debated throughout time. Throughout the exploration of these 
different skills a variety of methods of sharing your ideas will be explored; however there will be a 
significant focus on the quality of your written communication and developing your ability to write in a 
logical, thoughtful and argumentative fashion, supporting the claims you will make. All of these skills will 
help you find out about the amazing, interesting and significant people and events of the past. Of 
course, our curriculum cannot cover everything in our vibrant international context, but our curriculum 
will help provide you with the skills to find out more about where you come from and the areas that 
really interest you. 

In Year 7 you will begin building an overview of the chronological framework and organization of history, 
together with exploring the basic rudiments that underpin all of the key skills of historians. You will 
engage in a wide range of topics that focus on the United States and its interactions globally, including 
Britain, from its discovery through it’s interactions with Slavery and the demands for Civil Rights. In Year 
8 you will build on this work and be able to make thoughtful links and connections, focusing on the lives 
of workers during the Industrial Revolution in Britain and beyond and its global impact, which paved the 
way for modern, global warfare. In Year 9 you will investigate how millions of people were terribly 
affected by conflict throughout the 20th Century and its legacies into the modern world, exploring the 
social, political and economic implications of these. 

 

For more information, please contact Mr. Ewan McCallum - ewan.mccallum@biswashington.org     
  

mailto:ewan.mccallum@biswashington.org
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Geography 

Through the study of Geography students will develop a 'sense of place' by looking at the world around 
them on a local, regional and global scale. As they progress through Year 7, 8, and 9, students will study 
a range of human, physical, social and environmental topics and issues. Over the three years, they will 
also look at the ways in which people interact with their environment and the opportunities and 
challenges an environment can present, thereby gaining a deeper insight into the different communities 
and cultures that exist around the world. All work covered will be related to current events, case studies 
and the students own experiences enabling students to put their learning into context.  
 
 
 
Year 7:  
 
This paper consists of three questions out of six: two questions are set on each of three 
themes – Population and Settlement; Economic Development and the Use of Resources and 
the Natural Environment. The questions are structured with gradients of difficulty and are resource 
based, involving problem solving and free response writing.  
 
 
Year 8:  
 
All questions on this paper are compulsory. Questions are based on testing the interpretation and 
analysis of geographical information and on the application of graphical and other techniques. The 
questions will not require specific information of an area or place. One question is based on a 1:25 000 
or 1:50 000 topographical map of a tropical area. 
 
Year 9: 
 
We begin by looking at Natural Hazards – hurricanes, tornadoes, earthquakes and 
volcanoes.  Students look at the physical characteristics, the impact of these 
events, preparation and responses and how these differ between locations. 
Students then look at Economic Activity and Natural Resources, considering the 
relationship between our growing population and the resources available to us. 
Finally we look at the concept of Globalisation; what this is, the extent to which we 
are connected with other places and how it is shaping our world. Throughout the course students focus 
on the skills data analysis, geographical sketches, photographic interpretation, note-taking map work 
and presentation skills.  
 

 

 

 
For more information, please contact Mr. Ewan McCallum - ewan.mccallum@biswashington.org     

  

mailto:ewan.mccallum@biswashington.org
http://blog.sewickley.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/8-Tips-for-Helping-Your-Child-Develop-Global-Perspective.jpg
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOO5p-OzsMgCFcYVHgod1VMHzw&url=http://whyfiles.org/2014/tornadoes-strike-again-how-do-they-work/&psig=AFQjCNHs3q2wsGzzX0LzuWqmBS8lLy_kDA&ust=1444308819077495
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCLjAoNWxsMgCFcKZHgodt1QAxg&url=http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/geographical_skills/maps_rev3.shtml&psig=AFQjCNG_pwhmL7Xc0bfjo7krECizQIO_sg&ust=1444308236895140
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Drama 

The study of Drama provides students with essential life skills as well as enhancing their capabilities 

within the subject as a creative art form. Students will learn the skills and disciplines needed to create 

effective performances through their use of movement, gesture, voice and facial expressions. 

Additionally, the study of Drama also helps to develop their skills in constructive group work, self and 

peer evaluation and the ability to work independently which, in turn, help to promote self-confidence 

and self-awareness.  

 

There are three focus areas in which students will develop throughout their study of Drama: 

 

1. Creating 

Use of group and independent work to create performances by implementing various dramatic 

techniques and applying to a range of theatrical genres.  

 

2. Performing 

Performing their work either informally during class time or during a more formal setting such as 

an assembly 

 

3. Reflecting 

During and after the making and performing process, students will spend time reflecting on their 

final product and also the process they went through to get that final result. This will involve 

both peer and self assessments and helps students to develop their ability to use constructive 

 

Some of the topics explored in year 7-9 in Drama include: 

 Devising and performing 

 Improvisation 

 Use of gesture, voice & movement to create characters 

 Structuring a performance 

 Effective use of props in performances 

 Planning performances for a specific audience 

 Skills and techniques of Stanislavski 

 Abstract drama techniques 

 Use of props as symbols 

 Implementation of the ‘fourth wall’ 

 Develop skills in refining, editing and selecting when devising a performance 

 

 

For more information, please contact Miss Ceris Flew - ceris.flew@biswashington.org   

mailto:ceris.flew@biswashington.org
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Art and Design 
 

In Year 7-9 Art students will have the opportunity to express themselves through a range of media in a 
visual manner. Through the International Middle Years Curriculum students will explore cultures and 
processes that enable them to develop their own artistic skills and become thoughtful, independent 
artists. 

Students will experience a wide variety of media throughout the three year course. They will have the 
opportunity to take part in teacher led trials and will also be encouraged to make material selections 
independently. The opportunity to work in a range of wet and dry media will be available. Students will 
learn to review and refine their work as they progress and develop their work into a series of resolved 
outcomes. The aim is to guide students toward becoming more evaluative in their own work. 

Students will explore ways in which other artists work and carry out experiments and analyze the 
outcomes. They will endeavor to make visual links to these artists. Artist from around the world will be 
studied as well as investigating the local area’s art scene. Students will eventually be able to produce 
work that incorporates the elements of art that they have discovered through these studies into their 
own work. 

Students will be ‘practicing artists’ throughout the course and will be frequently encouraged to exhibit 
their work. Students work will be celebrated at whole school events and within the local community. 
Students will exhibit both their own work and the work they produce as part of group tasks throughout 
the year. 

At the end of the course each student’s confidence as an artist will have improved. They will have 
developed the ability to be more creative and imaginative in their artwork and be much more able to 
communicate ideas visually to an audience. 

For more information, please contact Mrs. Kathryn Martin - Kathryn.martin@biswashington.org  

  

mailto:Kathryn.martin@biswashington.org
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Music  
In Years 7, 8 and 9 all students follow a music curriculum encompassing three main areas of focus: 

i) PERFORMING 

Students will be given opportunities to build skills by playing a range of musical instruments in class 

including keyboard, untuned percussion and mallet percussion, as well as giving students the 

opportunity to develop skills in their own specialist areas such as strings, brass or woodwind. Singing 

forms an important part of the curriculum with a range of one, two and three part songs forming a key 

aspect of developing vocal techniques. 

ii) COMPOSING 

Students will learn skills associated with choosing pitches and rhythms to create rhythm patterns, 

melodies and chord sequences; then combining all of those together in extended creative pieces. 

Students are encouraged to make their work original, innovative and as experimental as possible to 

expose them to a range of creative possibilities. 

iii) LISTENING & ANALYSIS 

Students will analyse music by composers from across the centuries up to current styles as well as music 

from various parts of the world. They will develop an understanding of the reasons for music to exist as 

performance and composition and apply that knowledge to their own performing and composing. Also, 

students will be given a grounding in music theory through a keyboard skills programme which will 

strengthen their approach to composing and performing. 

The Music Curriculum is designed, delivered and assessed around two main strands: 

i) INTERNATIONAL MIDDLE YEARS CURRICULUM 

Using the “big idea” as a starting point, students will follow topics including: musical elements, scoring 

and notation, scales (major, minor, pentatonic and chromatic), composing melodies, rhythm patterns 

and chord patterns, structure in music, minimalist music, programme music, pop music, jazz and blues, 

music theatre movie music, music for special events, music from across the world, fusions and music 

from across the centuries. 

ii) NAE-JUILLIARD PERFORMING ARTS PROGRAMME 

Resources from the Juilliard Creative Classroom will underpin the learning across all topics following the 

study and application of the 12 core works, including: Stravinsky Rite of Spring, Bach Cello Suite No. 3, 

Beethoven Symphony No. 5, Monk Blue Monk and music from John Williams E.T. Extra Terrestrial.  

Assessment 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 

Performing  Free choice performance pieces once per half term, presented in class 

 All Year 7 & 8 students sing together in the Winter and Spring Concerts 

 Free choice performance pieces once 
per half term, presented in class 

Composing  Group composition projects, twice per half term, presented in class 

 Individual composition assignments, once per term, presented in class 

Listening & 
Analysis 

 ABRSM Grade 1 Theory examination 
in June 2016 

 Self-appraisal (composing and 
performing) 

 IMYC journaling, once per half term 

 Self-appraisal (composing and performing) 

 IMYC journaling, once per half term 

For more information, please contact Mr. Scott McCall - scott.mccall@biswashington.org   

mailto:scott.mccall@biswashington.org
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Design and Technology  

"A scientist discovers that which exists. An engineer creates that which never was" 

The focus is on enabling students to understand many forms of technology and to become confident 
and responsible users of technology. This subject also encourages creative thinking and problem solving. 

In Years 7-9 Design & Technology, students develop an understanding of the potential impact of 
technology and its critical role in the world around us. 

Through designing and making their own products, students: 

* identify and solve real-life problems 

* develop practical technological skills 

* learn how to relate these skills to industrial practices 

* enhance their capacity for imaginative and innovative thinking, creativity and independence 

* develop confidence as they learn 

The course involves the designing and manufacturing of products through the use of graphical and 
communication skills and use of ICT through computer Aided Design. Through practical project work, the 
manufacturing element of the course develops an understanding of a range of materials, techniques and 
processes associated with manufacturing in the school workshop and common commercial practices. 

 

For more information, please contact Mrs. Kathryn  Martin - Kathryn.martin@biswashington.org 
 

 

  

mailto:Kathryn.martin@biswashington.org
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Contact information 
 
Secondary Leadership Team 

Principal Mr. David Rowsell David.Rowsell@biswashington.org  

Head of Secondary Mr. Gareth Hall Gareth.Hall@biswashington.org 

Secondary Leader for 

Student Experience 

(Curriculum) 

Mrs. Katie Stewart Katie.Stewart@biswashington.org 

Secondary Leader for 

Personal Progress 

(Pastoral) 

Mr. Daniel George Daniel.George@biswashington.org 

IB Coordinator Mrs. Deborah Sutch Deborah.Sutch@biwashington.org 
 

 

Heads of Department/Faculty 

Head of English & Drama Miss Ceris Flew Ceris.Flew@biswashington.org 

Head of Maths Mr. Neeraj Prabhu Neeraj.Prabhu@biswashington.org 

Head of Science Mrs. Katherine 

Hatchard 

Katherine.Hatchard@biswashington.org 

Head of Languages Mr. Tom Ball Tom.Ball@biswashington.org 

Head of Humanities 

(History, Geography, 

Global Perspectives) 

Mr. Ewan McCallum Ewan.McCallum@biswashington.org 

Head of Art & Design Mrs. Kathryn Martin Kathryn.Martin@biswashington.org 

Head of ICT Mr. Mark Minghella Mark.Minghella@biswashington.org 

Director of PE Mr. Rob Taylor Rob.Taylor@biswashington.org 

Director of Music Mr. Scott McCall Scott.McCall@biswashington.org 

Learning Support 

Coordinator 

Mr. Joel Gunzburg Joel.Gunzburg@biswashington.org 

 

Admissions 

Head of Admissions Mrs. Anna Ellenbogen Anna.Ellenbogen@biswashington.org  
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