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Welcome to the first edition of 
Amplified – the new and improved 
school magazine. Each edition will 

have a specific theme that will act as a subtle 
link amongst all the articles. This first edition 
has the theme of ‘Netflix’; a topic which the 
team was extremely excited to explore.

In these pages, you will not just find a variety 
of reviews, opinions and art, but also articles 
that tackle major themes of Netflix originals 
(such as Thirteen Reasons Why on Page 10).

We hope that you enjoy reading the new 
version of BISW’s newspaper just as much as 
we enjoyed writing it.

From your Editors, Ava, Sofia and Grace

Meet the Team

Dear BISW Community,

• Grace Lundell

• Ava Lundell

• Sofia Hollowell

• Esti Michael

• Zahra Hussein

• Finn Pillar

• Caterina Peracchi

• Maria Malmquist

• Eren Baig

• Sophie Riley

• Katt ChongGum

• Darya Kalsi

• Bethany Pierce-Jones

• Elena Maberry

• Hugo Piper

• Joonas Vanska

• Helen Gill

• Paulo Ferreira

• Sofia Podini

Note From The Editors

Again, I am honored to be able to write a few 
words on the ‘Netflix’ issue, but it may have 
been more appropriate if I used a different 

medium.  I love the new glossy vibrant look and 
it is wonderful to see so many different students 
contributing to Amplified.  Congratulations to the 
editors Ava and Sofia for pulling everything together 
so seamlessly, one could say that they really took 
the bull by its horns...  Now all I have to do is sit back, 
relax and await a hand-delivered copy.

Ian Piper

A Letter From The Head

@BISW_School

© 2017

To join our team. If you’re 

interested writing for 

Amplified see Mr. Roberts

or a member of our team
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Throughout the years, the image of 
the typical American workplace 
has been formulated into one 

simple phrase: nine-to-five. These famed 
words have been uttered and echoed by 
everything and everyone, including the 
legendary country singer Dolly Parton 
(her song 9 To 5 made number one on 
The Billboard Hot 100 in 1981).

The Office (U.S.) was a television show 
which lasted for eight years; its finale 
airing in May of 2013. This show was 
largely based on the concept of a “nine-
to-five” working environment – the 
main characters include Michael Scott, 
a lonely but endearing boss (played by 
Steve Carell); Dwight Schrute, a quirky 
and assured salesman (played by Rainn 
Wilson); and Jim Halpert and Pam 
Beesly, two employees who are both as 
charming as they are witty (played by 
John Krasinski and Jenna Fischer). These 
characters, along with an eccentric 
ensemble of others (played by actors 
and actresses such as B.J. Novak and 
Mindy Kaling), are employees at a slowly 

failing paper company called Dunder Mifflin 
which, as technology continues to advance, 
struggles to stay afloat.

Many view this show as a representation 
of the typical ‘American Workplace’ which, 
just like Dunder Mifflin, is sinking due to 
the rapidly changing working environment. 
“The way people can work in offices today 
is changing in front of our eyes, this opens 
up new possibilities for encouraging 
creativity and innovation,” workplace expert 
Chris Kane has said. This encouragement 
of creativity and innovation has led to 
experiments in the workplace which aim 
to abolish the cubicles and whitewashed 

walls of yesteryears. These have been 
replaced with desks that convert into beds 
(created by Greek designers NL Studio) 
and colorful, open floorplans.

Many of the changes to the workplace 
environment are due to the technology 
boom of the 1990s, mainly focused in 
Silicon Valley (the nickname given to the 
southern part of the San Francisco Bay 
area). According to the U.S. Department 
of Labor, the percentage of households 
in America owning computers increased 
from 15% to 35% between 1990 and 
1997. This meant that more of the 
population could work remotely, leading 
to subtle but influential alterations to the 
workplace. Additionally, the need for a 
more relaxed and casual workplace was 
greatly emphasized and sought out by 
the Millennial Generation, also known 
as Generation Y (those born between 
the early 1980s and 2000s). When this 
generation began to enter the workforce, 
many traditional offices and business 
expectations changed dramatically.

The way people can work in 
offices today is changing in 
front of our eyes, this opens 
up new possibilities for 
encouraging creativity and 
innovation,

The Office, with Dunder Mifflin’s lack of 
cubicles and more open communication 
between the staff, represented a changed 
workplace than what was seen in the 
1980s. However, despite the fact that the 
television show ended four years ago, 
many businesses of today have changed 
dramatically from what The Office depicts 
as the ‘American Workplace’. With the 
traditional workplace essentials, such 
as dress codes and desks, which were 
present in the television show quickly 
disappearing, The Office marks a moment 
in time when the saying “nine-to-five” 
was not just a figure of speech but a life 
style; a life style that is rapidly being 
replaced.

BY: AVA LUNDELL
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otwithstanding the fact 
that we are a generation 
doomed by our immobility, 
lack of animation and 
our enslavement to our 
cellular devices: this whole 
newspaper edition is about 

the wonders of Netflix….
Whether it be every night binge 

watching Orange Is The New Black, or 
occasionally curling up to a 90s romcom, 
everyone that isn’t living under a rock 
has used/ is familiar with Netflix and/
or other streaming services. But since 
the most popular one is Netflix this 
newspaper edition unfortunately won’t 
be called “Showtime” or “HBO Now.”

Netflix’s industry is growing everyday. 
Being almost a cult classic amongst 
teenagers (“Netflix is my liiiiifeeee,” 
or “I legit just wanna be at 

home watching Netflix 

right now), most would be surprised at 
its origins, how it grew, and how the hell 
it manages to release at least 50 new 
shows each week (Am I the only one who 
has noticed that??). 

Everyone’s favorite, dearly beloved, 
lauded, $9 a month subscription to pure 
entertainment actually started off as a 
small shipping company in California 
towards the mid-90s. Netflix used to 
ship out DVDs (what even is that) in 
3-5 business days and people could 
stick them in their DVD player (Yeah… 
I’m lost), watch them, then send them 
back. Blockbusters being its biggest 
competitor and rival refused to buy 
Netflix back when it was still up and 
coming, sorry blockbusters, as it is now 
the 10th greatest company in terms of 
revenue according to Forbes, grossing at 
8.83 billion (worth around 3 times more 
than our president).

Netflix was founded by a guy who was 
tired of 

Blockbusters and a computer scientist 
(a match destined for greatness, 
indubitably). It was only in 2013 that 
Netflix completely removed the DVD mail 
option and decisively incorporated the 
online streaming service as Netflix’s main 
source for entertainment. 

Netflix Originals, many may argue can 
be some of the greatest TV shows ever 
written. It all started with House of Cards, 
and once that show brought in heaps of 
success (and cash), “Netflix Originals” 
was created: writing and producing 
shows strictly from Netflix writers and 
only for the Netflix service. Shows and 
movies like: Orange Is the New Black, 
Stranger Things, The Ridiculous 6, and 
Naked. Lately the company has released 
70 titles during the months of July and 
August. Speaking of Netflix’s popularity, I 
just got that fact from a very professional 
looking website called “Netflix Life”….

I’m not too sure what that says about 
us as millennials but as long as adults are 
still watching TV too—we’ll just call them 
our “role models.” Happy binging.

4.

The Story Behind
The Storymakers:

Netflix’s history

BY: GIULIA SETOLA

Amplified October 2017
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E
veryone’s favorite sci-fi Netflix 
show is coming back, that’s right 
the Netflix original series “Stranger 
Things” has been renewed for a 

second season. This hit show was released in 
July last year and took the world by storm, it 
very quickly became a talking point among 
many and was unlike the shows we had 
seen from Netflix prior to this. But have you 
ever wondered what inspired the overnight 
sensations that are the Duffer brothers to 
write such an intricate story line along with 
the characters that we have grown to love? 

The Duffer brothers’ main inspirations 
was the 80’s, encouraging them to set 
stranger things in 1983 allowing them to 
pull inspiration from that set time period. 
They were influenced by the classic 80’s and 
90’s films they grew up watching such as: 
E.T., the goonies, Jaws and the poltergeist, 
they payed tribute to all of these classic 
movies throughout the show, these movies 
influenced most of stranger things’ stories 
because they loved their originality and 
how those movies had stuck with people 
for generations, they wanted that same 
originality for Stranger Things. They also 
wanted the classic tale of Good VS Evil 
because lately story tellers have become 
fixated on the “bad guy” and their backstory 
whereas stranger things wanted a very clear 
protagonist and antagonist throughout 
the story. As children the Duffer brothers 
had been blown away by the work of many 
horror and thriller writers and directors such 
as Steven Spielberg, Stephen King, John 
Carpenter and Tim Burton they wanted to 

pay tribute to these creators throughout 
the show, they successfully achieved the 
eeriness showcased in these creators stories, 
later Stephen King himself congratulated 
them on the wonderful work and said “it was 
like watching all his greatest hits”.

The show was influenced by many of 
the popular movies of the time as seen 
through one of the main story plots. The 
story plot being Joyce contacting Will in the 
“upside down” (a parallel universe where 
the antagonist takes its victims) through 
Christmas lights. The Duffer brothers said 
what made that idea so appealing was 
because” it takes a very ordinary object and 
making it feel supernatural”. This, now iconic 
storyline, was inspired by “the poltergeist” 
because they wondered “Why is the girl 
and the TV so iconic? Why did that stick 
with people more than anything else in 
that movie?” they assumed it was because 
the creators took an object that people 
use on a regular basis and connected it to 
the supernatural making it resonate with 
people. So taking something like Christmas 
lights that everyone owns and associates 
with a beautiful and cheery time of year 
and turning it into something dark and 
twisted would stick with people, which they 
achieved considering it has now become 
something that has stuck with the audience.

The Duffer brothers were influenced 
heavily by their childhood, which inspired 
them to write characters that were outsiders 
and were abnormal, much like themselves 
growing up. They believed that many would 
empathize with those characters more 

because everyone feels like an outsider in 
one time or another so highlighting those 
characters would make their audience feel 
“that they weren’t alone”. When asked 
about how it felt growing  up as twins Ross 
Duffer said “you do feel like a little bit of 
a weirdo, you don’t have super powers but 
you have something different from everyone 
else… we wanted to make these characters 
people who weren’t quite fitting in, in the 
world, and we wanted to say that it’s better 
to be different in this world then to just be 
the same as everyone else” each character 
brought something new to the table which is 
what they wanted to achieve and wanted to 
highlight that being the outsider shouldn’t 
hold you back, “that is your superpower, 
the fact that you don’t fit in”. During the 
show the character Dustin yells out the line 
“that’s right she’s our friend an she’s crazy!” 
the Duffer brothers felt that was an accurate 
way to describe each character they had 
written, because although many of them had 
deep and complex storylines they all had 
one thing in common… They were all odd in 
one way or another.

Their strong 80’s childhood influence and 
their need for story telling in an abstract 
way is what lead the Duffer brothers to 
their amazing creation that we now call 
Stranger Things. The next season will 
continue to expand on each of the main 
characters storylines and how they recover 
from the trauma of the previous season. The 
following season will be released in October 
of 2017 leaving everyone on the edge of 
their seat and in patient anticipation for 
what is to come.

5.www.nordangliaeducation.com/washington

BY: MINNA ABDEL-GAWAD

How it happened
AmplifiedOctober 2017
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NO
Netflix isn’t overrated. It’s a great app. 

Netflix finished 2016 on a high note, with 
93.8 million members. It’s rapidly collecting 
new members; for example, in between 
October and December 2016, it gained 
5.8 million paying members. A reason that 
Netflix is so popular is that it only costs 
$11.99 a month, no matter how many 
movies and shows you watch. You aren’t 
pressured into paying for every single 
thing you see, unlike another popular app 
called ‘Amazon Prime’. Netflix has become 
the new ‘trend’ over the past 5 or 6 years, 
which encourages more and more people to 
get the app. Netflix’s popularity has led to 
people using phrases like ‘binge watching’. 
Another reason that it’s so popular is that it 
allows people to discover new shows, that 
otherwise would not be recognizable (such 
as ‘Grace and Frankie’, ‘House of Cards’ and 
‘Bloodline’).  Here are some mind-blowing 
statistics to showcase Netflix’s popularity:

•   In 2015, 11 billion hours a month was 
     being spent on Netflix.
•   People from more than 45 countries in 
     the world watch Netflix. 
•   More than 45% of households in the US \ 
     watch Netflix.

Generally, Netflix also has tons of movies 
which have just been released, this is great 
because it means that you don’t need to 
go movie hunting on the internet. Another 
amazing aspect of Netflix is that you can 
create different profiles on it. For example, 
if you are a younger child, you can create 
a profile especially for kids, so that your 

parents don’t need to worry about 
you watching something that is 
too mature for you. But the 

same goes for adults 
and teenagers. As soon 
as you watch a movie 
or show, other movies 

and TV series related to 
it will automatically appear. 

Netflix also categorizes their 
movies (e.g. horror films and 

romantic films). Many people 
find that this way it is much 

easier to decide what to 
watch.

YES
Netflix, overrated? To some the idea may 

seem crazy… but some will agree. Why 
watch regular movies and TV when you can 
watch Netflix? It’s true, Netflix does have its 
advantages but all you hear about is “have 
you seen___ on Netflix?” Or “do you want to 
watch __on Netflix?” 

One of the many disadvantages of Netflix 
is how often they update and what shows 
are available. I first signed up for Netflix 
because of the big craze. But what I soon 
found out is it’s not that great as everybody 
says. They usually don’t update their shows 
frequently and when they do, I am often 
disappointed. They take down favorite 
movies and television shows and add shows 
that aren’t appealing. I can’t count how 
many times I look for a movie but all I can 
find is titles related to it. When I look on 
things like Apple TV, Xfinity or On Demand I 
instantly find what I’m looking for. 

Although, Netflix does make more sense 
financially. On things like Xfinity and Apple 
TV you have to rent movie and sometimes 
television programs. From all that money 
put together it’s more than the $10 monthly 
fee that you have or pay for Netflix. 

Another really annoying aspect of Netflix 
is that movies and shows come and go. 
For example, one of my favorite movies is 
‘While you were sleeping’. When I learnt 
that it was leaving Netflix I was so upset. But 
it’s even more frustrating when a show your 
watching unexpectedly disappears from 
Netflix.

The rest is up to you to decide. In 
conclusion, we think it really depends on 
what you want. Do you want to spend more 
money and get a bigger variety of programs 
or spend less and get a smaller selection of 
shows and movies? 

Is

Overrated? BY: SOFIA PODINI AND SOFIA GOVIRA
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Netflix has been in existence for years, and the decision 
to enter into the online streaming business continues 
to revolutionize the market. The company has taken a 

dominant position in streaming new and old movies as well as 
various types of TV shows and documentaries. As awebsite, Netflix 
hosts the content watched by subscribers from across the globe over 
the internet.

Notably, apart from providing shows produced by other media 
houses, the platform has its original production. Similar to other 
shows, the Netflix series are of high quality produced for the 
international and local audience. The shows produced and uploaded 
by Netflix are available only on the platform for the service 
subscribers. Some of the shows updated on Netflix include reality 
television, international movies, and documentaries among others.

The content uploaded on Netflix is appropriate for a diverse 
population including children, teenagers, adults and the elderly. One 
of the notable features is the child protection or parental control. 
Some of the content on the platform requires parental guidance. 
Therefore, it protects children from content that has any profanity or 
sexual scenes.

Since Netflix is an international platform that reaches most of 
the world, it uploads content representing the peculiarities of the 
local area. Most importantly, Netflix has ensured the upload of 
movies in various languages that touch on the different cultural 
aspects of people from different regions. 
The plan for watching shows on Netflix is 
relatively affordable giving an edge over the 
competitors. The subscription is dependent 
on the package one wants to buy. However,

one of the shortcomings of Netflix is the 
upload of shows that are not current or 
new. Most of the shows have been aired 
on different cable TV channels first before 
Netflix has acquired the rights to show 
them on the platform. Consequently, Netflix 
gives certain shows only to a particular 
region because of streaming rights issues. 
The company’s efforts to gain majority of 
the rights have sometimes proven futile or 
unsustainable.

Nowadays everybody watches or 
knows somebody who watches 
Netflix; its even more popular 

than TV! 42.5 billion of hours of Netflix 
have been watched in 2015 with over 75 
million subscriptions. That means that on 
average a Netflix account watches 568 
hour per year, that’s almost 24 days a year 
watching Netflix non-stop without sleep 

Netflix Continues Its 
Quest to Become the 
Future of Television…

Parental worries about Netflix

BY: SARA ALSHEHHI 

BY: HUGO PIPER

or eating or 1 hour and 33 minutes of Netflix 
a day stretched along the whole year. 

Netflix allows parents to set parental 
controls so smaller children don’t watch 
shows the parents don’t want them to. 
However, have you ever thought of all the 
parents who forget or don’t know how to 
set parental controls? Or those naughty 
kids that go on their parents’ profiles to 

watch shows they want? On TV, there are 
specific channels for children and adult 
viewing but 57% of parents reported 
their children would rather watch 
something on a handheld device than TV 
which is perfect for Netflix. It is easier for 
parents to come in and see what’s on TV 
rather than see what their children are 
doing on a handheld device. Netflix is an 
easy and accessible way to procrastinate 
not doing chores or homework. Binge 
watching movies or a TV show sounds 
a lot more appealing than sitting down 
doing boring homework. This affects the 
children as they are more likely to work 
less at home as they would much rather 
spend their time watching Netflix. This 
concerns parents as well as lots of parents 
worry about their kids staring into a 
screen damaging their eyes. The increase 
in use of handheld devices for Netflix 
where children are staring at screens for 
an elongated amount of time. Some can 
even call it an addiction. Have you ever 
wondered if you were addicted to your 
phone or watching Netflix? Could you go 
for over a week without touching your 
phone or Netflix? I’m not sure I could.
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Why use Netflix or YouTube If a quick 
google search can give you any show you 
want, all in one convenient place.

thirteen months and nine-teen days ago I 
happen to be looking on Netflix for a show I heard 

lots. To my amazement they didn’t offer this in their $7.99 per 
month subscription package. Naturally I turned to You Tube as I 
always do when I have a problem. I found the first episode and 
was ecstatic. However, the screen was inverted and it sped up 
x2 whenever the main character said, “believe it” (it happens 
a surprising amount of times). When I though all was lost, a 
friend saw me in need and took pity. He told me of a website 
that changed my life forever. On this magical site, I watch all 
the television I wanted in order all stored in separate organized 
sections. They offered multiple streaming options such as 
“open load” ,“stream mango,” etc... to ensure quality service for 
it’s viewers for free. I later found out there were thousands of 
websites like this that update every day with new shows every 
day. Suddenly I was overwhelmed with a tsunami of television 
shows new and old. I didn’t use you tube for a half a year exactly 
after being exposed to this new world of entertainment. (that is 

until I found out how to get free music using You Tube). Netflix 
and You Tube are known for almost being hypnotic in the way 
they leave you wanting more. Frankly it’s worrying how fast three 
hours fly by when you’re watching cat videos. I believe this is 
because of the next video/episode button at the end of what 
you’re watching. There is a ten second timer attached so students 
can literally watch a season of a show thinking less then twenty 
minutes past. Trust me I speak from personal experience; I once 
watched a show for 8 hours straight when I should have been 
sleeping… ON A SCHOOL NIGHT (sorry mom). Using a website 
involves exiting full screen, switching episodes, even verifying 
you’re a human in some cases. Some argue to many ads pop up 
on their screen or there’re scared they’ll catch a virus on their 
device. Those are two good points and I have two good solutions, 
or rather two good apps. Any ad blocker and cleaner will do.  As it 
stands now you can pay $10 a month for you tube red to see what 
is essentially expensive garbage, $7.99 per month for one quarter 
of the good shows you hear your friends talk about or stick to 
the normal you tube full of grown men acting like children or cat 
videos, but at least it’s free. Instead I choose to watch quality 
television whenever I want FOR FREE.

Pirates against 
Netflix

BY: ESTI MICHAEL
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Millions of young adolescents are faced with this spiral of 
procrastination, regret and despair due to the creation 
of Netflix. With the automatic ‘next episode playing 

next in 3…’ it is almost impossible to avoid it.Over the course of 
the past five years I have seen a collective total of twenty-five 
different television shows. This is why I would consider watching 
Netflix to be one of my guilty pleasures during my spare time. 
One episode after another passes and before you know it you’ve 
already seen five episodes of your favorite television show in 
just one sitting. How could that even happen one may ask. That 
is because Netflix is an addiction. With a multitude of options to 
choose from just at the convenience of your fingertips it’s hard 
not to get sucked into the world of Netflix. 

 Binge-watching is not frowned-upon in quite the same way as 
tobacco and alcohol binges. The media outlets even condone the 
culture: BuzzFeed posts articles like “18 binge-worthy shows that 
have very single episode on Netflix.” Perhaps this is the reason 
that the young generation are engrossed in Netflix series and 
movies. 

If you commonly fall prey to binge watching, then you’ve most 
likely sat down to watch one forty minute episode only to find 
yourself watching for another forty minutes...and maybe another 

forty. You’re not alone: Netflix users watch more than two billion 
hours of movies and television shows every month! Netflix is 
something that most of us view as a problem. This problem is 
generated due to our addiction to the process of watching TV 
over and over as a result of factors such as accessibility, goal-
commitment, and timing. 

By figuring out the exact moment viewers are addicted to the 
show, the company can focus on which shows and moments they 
present to the user. Netflix uses data taken from users account 
information and viewing history to build a sort of viewer resume 
that effects when they get addicted that specific. Many people 
discusses this breakthrough as a sort of phenomenon is such an 
industry. For years people have wondered why they are addicted 
to this TV watching method, but know that they know they are 
addicted at exactly a certain moment, there is no stopping the 
addiction besides from not watching at all.  Another hypothesis 
for why people are so addicted to Netflix is the theory that 
people are consumed in reaching a goal when they are engaged 
in that certain activity. In terms of TV, people generally become 
very consumed in that such activity, therefore becoming totally 
committed to that goal. The question remains…is Netflix taking 
over the current and next generation.

BY: DAZ KALSI
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Released 31st 
March 2017, 13 
Reasons Why has quickly 

developed into a controversial yet 
globally famous Netflix Original Series. 
Following seventeen year old Clay Jensen 
and classmates who discover cassette 
tapes left from a girl who kills herself, this 
show broaches the poignant after-effects 
of suicide. Despite the producer’s claims 
of its relevancy in a high schooler’s life, 
the show has received severe backlash 
from not only media outlets but also 
psychologists and parents.

In a video released alongside the 
show- Beyond the Reasons – cast and 
crewmembers discussed the significance 
of this series and the responsibility they 
felt they had in portraying it. Actor Justin 
Prentice, who played the antagonistic role 
of Bryce, stated, “As a society we tend to 
shy away from these hard topics… and I 
think this [show] is great because it says 
‘no, this is a problem and it needs to be 
addressed’”. Similarly, the author of the 
novel the show was based on explained 
how, “The whole issue of suicide is an 
uncomfortable thing to talk about, but it 
happens and so we have to talk about it.”

Conversely, critics have argued that the 
lack of realistic portrayal does a disservice 
to the serious mental conditions 
associated with suicide. In short, the show 
has been charged with ‘glorifying suicide’ 
by many mental health advisors.

Exports have stated that 90% of those 
who commit suicide have experienced 
a mental illness or have a family history 
of suicide, according to the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness and the 
Canadian Mental Health Association. 
However, the protagonist Hannah Baker 
does not display any symptoms of severe 
mental illnesses that relate to suicidal 
tendencies. This discrepancy has caused 
outrage in areas of society, as presenting 

this character as a heroine who 
uses suicide to avenge injustices 

against her does not fit the reality 
of what a suicide victim is. Many 

claim that the lack of displayed mental 
illness creates an unrealistic perception of 
suicide victims, as not mentally disabled 
but beautiful and talented idols.

However, in a recent interview with 
our School Counselor Joel Gunzberg ,a 
different perspective was added to the 
debate. After being asked his opinion on 
the issue Mr. Gunzberg explained, “ No I 
don’t think it glorifies suicide… I think the 
main debate of it is what will teenagers 
walk away with after they have seen it 
and that will they have made suicide 
an option.”  Whilst he didn’t agree with 
the accusations made about the show 
romanticizing suicide, he did admit that 
“one part of it that I don’t like is that it 
goes down the road of see I got you… 
and that part of it is frustrating.” When 
questioned about the protagonist’s lack 
of mental illness, Mr. Gunzeberg  said “ I 
think what they were trying to show is that 
in teenage years you can’t necessary pick 
It up for everyone,” as each situation is 
different and there are a variety of factors 
which can drive someone to suicide. In 
fact, research shows that as well as mental 
illness, traumatic experience, bullying 
and social isolation are some of the 
leading causes of suicide. However, he did 
knowledge that the show does come 
off as exaggerated as “they put 
a lot of worse case 
scenarios 

together… Does sexual assault take place? 
Absolutely. Does drug use take place? 
Absolutely. Do people drink and drive? 
Yes… Its never a textbook but to say this 
is what teenage suicide looks like I would 
agree I don’t think that is your majority of 
cases.” 

As a result of the show’s wide spread 
popularity and its possible negative 
effects, schools are taking safety 
precautions. Whilst it is acknowledged 
that the show may be an accurate 
representation of a suicide victim, the 
concept is perceived as dangerous by 
some. School Mental Assist, and aid 
to Ontario schools sent out a message 
negating the idea of use of 13 Reasons 
Why as teaching material stating 
that it was “potentially triggering for 
vulnerable young people”. Moreover, 
The Hamilton Wentworth District School 
Board in Ontario, Canada banned all 
talk of the show at school claiming on 
their official website that it “was guilty 
of glamorization of suicidal behavior 
and negative portrayals of helping 
professionals.” Although some schools 
have not taken these extreme steps, 
concerns remain expressed in regards to 
the dangers of the show.

Particular criticism is due to the fact 
that, despite the suicide of Hannah Baker 
at the beginning of the show (the catalyst 
for the story), Hannah Baker is seen in 
each episode as a main character. The fact 
that the girl remains a part of the show 
despite her death has evoked criticism 
as misleading. Worry surrounds at the 
thought that some teenagers may see 
suicide as temporary, a quick fix, and one 
you can revoke.

Despite the criticisms and worries, 
the main aim of the show was to 
create awareness of suicide and it has 
undoubtedly done so. Whilst it may have 
done it poorly, it has caused increased 
awareness of this serious mental issue 
and could be perceived as successful for 
this simple reason. Actor Brandon Flynn, 
who plays Justin, even agreed, “There is 
nothing about this story that is polite.” 
However the importance of it is that “you 
can really tell a story that’s going to start 
a conversation.” 

The concept of suicide is controversial 
and therefore any portrayal will 
immediately instigate negative response. 
Each argument’s adherents have drawn 
their lines in the sand, questioning the 
realism, importance and impact of the 
show.  Yet it if there is one thing that both 
sides can agree on it’s that, “these are 
all the things that need to be discussed 
and we need to educate both young men 
and women,” as actress Kate Walsh (Mrs. 
Baker) put it. 

Life is more 

than getting 

through the day

BY: GRACE LUNDELL & SOFIA HOLLOWELL



11.www.nordangliaeducation.com/washington

AmplifiedOctober 2017

With all the recent Superhero 
movies and TV shows, we here at 
Amplified have been wondering 

how exactly comic books have translated so 
well onto the movie screens. It seems like 
everybody is trying to get their part of the 
Superhero frenzy; Sony, Netflix and 20th 
Century Fox all have started to get into the 
Superhero genre.

Well for starters let’s look at the origins of 
comic books and the first Superhero movies. 
Comic books have existed since the end 
of the 1800s, but they really came to fame 
after the great depression. The age in which 
comic books were so famous was called 
the golden age of comic books. Many, many 
characters we know today rose to fame 
during the golden age of comic books. Huge 
names like Superman, Batman and Wonder 
Woman became famous and made the comic 
book industry what it is. The Mark of 
Zorro was the first ever superhero 
movie and come out 
in 1920. 
Superhero 
movies 
only 

really kick-started in the mid-70s when 
DC comics remade The Mark of Zorro, and 
started a small comic movie boom. Our 
superhero boom we are in today kick-
started in 2000 with the X-Men movie. 
Today, Marvel and DC both have large 
universes where all of their characters are 
intertwined together.

With the two large Comic book movie 
studios, Marvel and DC comics ruling the 
market, other studios are trying to get in 
on the business. Netflix has a partnership 
with Marvel and make TV shows for for 
them, Warner Bros. owns some of Marvel’s 
characters and so does Sony. 

Comic books are generally very action-
packed, as they are directed towards 
children and need to be entertaining. This 
means the plot and ideas from the books 
translate very well to very action-packed 
and male-oriented movies. They generally 
also have a simple plot and can have great 
plot twists, so they appeal to the general 
audiences. Comics also contained a lot of 
sci-fi/fantasy material, which is currently in 
a boom, so that helps too. One of the major 

reasons is also that all of a studio’s 
characters are in ONE universe. This is 

a very interesting idea and 
can create interesting and 
curious plots, where two or 
more characters cross over. 
A recent example of this is 
the Avengers movie Marvel 
made in 2012, where many 

characters from the Marvel 
universe, who had recently 
starred in solo movies, united in 

one movie against a common foe. Avengers 
was a huge block-buster hit, and really made 
Marvel what they are today- a major, multi-
billion dollar company. 

And what for the future? 2017, alone, 
will see DC release new Superman show 
Krypton, alongside Superwoman, while 
Marvel’s Inhumans and X-Men prequel 
Gifted, are among just some of the new 
TV shows set to hit our screens before 
Christmas this year. Add this to a movie-mix 
that will see 2018 herald movies such as 
Aquaman, Venom and Ant-Man, as well as 
(yet more) sequels to The Avengers, X Men 
and Deadpool and it looks like the comic-
book juggernaut rolls on stronger than 
ever. However, with critics already talking 
of a saturation point, we have to 
ask: how long can this continue?

Comic Book Frenzy BY: THOMAS BOLDER
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Are you an aspiring creative writer? 
See Ava or Sofia to join The Amplified team.

Catalyst Rock BY: CATERINA PERACCHI

Netflix.

TV shows for everyone,
You decide when,
Wherever your four bars run,
Season 2 is out, amen.

Show after show,
2, 3, 10 in a row,
Netflix and chill, 
At your will.

Those who have the time,
To switch on their tv,
Flicking channels for a lifetime,
Until they find the one they agree,
Only to discover,
It’s soon to be over.
Thee,
Cable TV.

T’was 1948 Arkansas,
When cable TV the city saw,
A new type of media emerged,
And a great hobby surged.

O’ how the pixels soared,
The colour they brought,
Would never get you bored
And watching TV was all we sought.

The news, the movies, the views,
O’ the views,
The cities I came to know black and white,
The world I learn’ed 6 by 8 every night.

As the channels grew,
The truth became clear,
The TV we knew,
Remained in a pixelated atmosphere.
What cable TV offered,
Was not enough to feed,
The eyes of the teenagers bored,
Of seeing the channels they did not need.

Ode to Cable T.V BY: LAITH ZENHI
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Why I Love

I love Netflix because there are multiple themes and different 
story plots to go through as well as many emotions to 
experience. I have been with Netflix for 4 years and I am 

still deeply in love with it, we have been through so much 
together, and I am sure more obstacl es are in our way but we 
must continue fighting. Netflix has many faces to it, sometimes 
I step away because I can’t handle the stress I am receiving 
from it, although every time step away I remember all the great 
feelings and memories we went through, I uncovered stories 
that go from being romantic and innocent to watching ‘How to 
get away with murder’. 

Personally, I am into the law side of TV shows, because they 
are really interesting, some are exaggerative but mainly it’s 
related to real life, and they cover multiple themes. I also think 
that documentaries again to do with law because such events 
have actually occurred. When I watch Netflix, I do not only 

watch, but I experience every episode and season that pass by. 
Each Tv show I have watched -which I am sure is somewhere in 
the hundreds- is satisfying in its’ own way because it is almost 
as if I am living through each show even though I have been 
sitting put for hours.

 All the sleepless nights that you can’t sleep, Netflix is yet 
again there to keep you company. Netflix distracts you 
from the real world, which some might 
think is bad but really, I find it 
great because ‘real life’ in 
2017 isn’t exactly great, I 
am sure many of you can 
agree with me on that point. 
Don’t have plans? Don’t have 
friends? Don’t worry it’s okay, 
Netflix will be there for you!

BY: AMNA ALBALUSHI
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In one of the biggest changes in digital media, companies are 
racing to reinvent television so they can get access to the 
billions of dollars in TV advertising. In the past few years, 

Netflix, Amazon, HBO, Hulu and other video-on-demand and 
streaming companies have been dominating the television 
network industry. Today, more Americans pay for 
Netflix than cable TV. Internet streaming is a 
completely different and a new viewing experience. 
It is possible to subscribe to your favorite shows 
and only watch your favorite shows. The service will 
personalize the experience for you uniquely and 
make your favorite shows easy to access by placing 
them prominently on the customized home screen 
once you sign in. Simple, right? The main reason why 
people prefer Netflix and other streaming services 
over cable TV is greater flexibility. Why would anyone 
choose to watch cable TV over Netflix? Does this mean 
streaming services have permanently eliminated all 
competition in the entertainment industry? Not quite.

Now, even YouTube, the familiar American video-
sharing website accessible for anyone around the world 
is in a race with Facebook, Netflix, and Amazon over TV’s 
future. Previously YouTube has just been a video sharing 
platform for whoever who wishes to upload whatever 
they want. Since the introduction of Netflix, YouTube 
has been left in the shadow. Lately, YouTube has tried 
to make a number of changes aimed to be part of the 
entertainment game again. The company has tried to 

develop the professional side of its video lineup including the 
launch of a subscription service called YouTube Red. It gives 
the subscribers access to shows and videos that people without 
the paid service cannot access. It also enables offline video 
streaming and gives the people an ad-free watching experience. 

Personally, I prefer YouTube.  Not YouTube Red, 
not Netflix, nor any other video streaming 
service. For me, it has never been easier 
to watch entertainment on anything else 

than YouTube. The normal version of the service is 
completely cost-free, and I have never had to spend 
a single dollar on it. The major difference between 

Netflix and YouTube is the sense of community within 
YouTube. Everyone is free to upload videos for 

anyone to watch, it feels much less commercial 
than services such as Netflix. In my opinion, the 
two compete in completely different sectors of 
the industry and I’d personally compare YouTube 
to other social medias such as Instagram or 
Facebook. Same principles, but the information 
is shared as videos. Is the debate between 
YouTube and Netflix completely meaningless 
and inconsequential and are they possibly on the 
same side of the argument? If YOU could only 
watch either YouTube or Netflix or maybe even 
the good old cable TV for the rest of your live 
and nothing else, which one would 

The main reason why people prefer Netflix and other 
streaming services over cable TV is greater flexibility

BY: JOONAS VANSKA
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It’s safe to say that the only thing Brits have 
going for them is Austin Powers and (maybe) 
Monty Python. If you look at the birth of 

comedy it pretty much started in Midwest 
America—first vaudeville, then Broadway, and 
finally the golden age in Hollywood. America has 
Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz (the iconic slapstick 
couple) need I continue? Ranging from the Marx 
brothers to Eddie Murphy—American comedy has 
not only flourished, but progressed.

If you think of the cult classics, they’re all American with American 
actors as well. Shrek (Eddie Murphy and Mike Myers), Beverly Hills 
Cops (Eddie Murphy), American Pie, The Big Lebowski (Jeff Bridges), 
and Clueless (Alicia Silverstone). Though it can be argued that some 
of these are pure crude and vulgar humor, isn’t that the common 
stereotype of America? Isn’t that why the Brits look down on us in 
the first place? Because we’re a cheap, knock-off version of them 
that can’t even pronounce words the ‘correct’ way? 

These movies (not films, movies) should instead be a clear 
representation of the true stereotypical American way, or at least 
the way we’re perceived as. Our remarkable capability to create new 
swear words in every take—each one more crass than the other, our 
ability to take anything that was once “historical” or even beautiful 
from our country and photoshop it into an animal butt. So, if we are 
able to embrace our talent of being outcasts yet simultaneously 
being the most powerful country in the world, it’s safe to say we’ve 
taken the moral high ground. We’ve embraced our stereotypes so 
why can’t the Brits? Next time, just don’t get mad at us for hiring 
someone named “Benedict Cumberbatch” to play a rich, snotty Brit 
who needs a Butler to serve him tea three times a day and wipe his 
you-know-what in our next hit comedy.

Instead, join me; take out your 6-pack beer hat, reheat some chili 
cheese fries and take a bite out of that double McBurger and enjoy 
comedy the right way: the American way.

HUMOUR
HUMOR?OR

I hate British humor so much that I 
have chosen to defend a country 

that has not even accepted me as a 
citizen (yet) and explain why I 

cannot stand British comedy; also 
because I don’t understand dirty 
jokes in Italian nor do I get their 

euphemisms

BY: GIULIA SETOLA

**DISCLAIMER: I am not in any way trying to offend any British 

person who comes across this article/goes to my school: this is all in 

good fun and an exaggerated version of my opinion … Please don’t 

expel me.
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Why is Naruto so popular to the image 
conscious Year 11 boys?

N
aruto is a Japanese animated cartoon or “anime” to the 
jargon-blessed few. The popularity of such show has swept 
our year, infiltrating all conversation, wiping out all other 
topics. For those who don’t understand the quite frank 

oddness of this, let me explain. Stereotypes surrounding the 
watching of anime often conjure up images of nerds confined to 
their room, not aware of self-image or girls. It connotes ideas of 
loners and sadness. Anyone aware of my male peers will know 
that hair is quite literally the only thing on their mind. They are 
gym going, gel wearing, gangly adolescents, watching Naruto 
completely breeches all cool guy guide lines. Reputation leaves 
the equation; age barriers are forgotten and everyone focuses in 
on the anime of Naruto. So, I hear you asking, why do they like it 
so much?

After speaking to some of my friends I believe I am a little bit 
more educated on the subject. The main reason why most people 
like Naruto is the sense of the nostalgia that it brings. Everyone 
grew up watching a cartoon, especially Japanese animes like 
Pokémon. You remember a part of yourself that long ago brought 
you such joy. Also, the Naruto universe seems very appealing 
and amazing to be apart. The boys want a sense of involvement 
in that exciting ninja world. Not only is the world enticing, but 
the plot of the story seems to be incredibly gripping. Epic fight 
scene after epic fight scene, connected by perfect character 
development; it is the perfect show. The long series allows for 
intense story lines that leave constant intrigue to watch and a 
deep watcher engagement. The boys want to be ninjas, they 
want to throw shuriken and learn ninjutsu, they want to live like 
NARUTO. 

vs  y11
BY: FINLAY PILLAR


