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In Year 10 (Grade 9), students meet 
for the first time with our College 
Counselor to discuss course 
selections and extracurricular 
and career interests. As students 
move on to Year 11 (Grade 10), 
the College Counselor plays a key 
role in developing a long-term, 
individualized plan for standardized 
testing and college selection and 
admissions.

This holistic approach to learning 
helps students feel safe and secure 
to fulfill their full potential and 
enables them to thrive in a world of 
opportunity.

Mr. Andrew Gilhooly
Head of Secondary

Welcome to High School!

With college on the horizon, the 
entrance to High School is a 
thrilling time for students. High 
School opens doors to further 
opportunities for students to 
demonstrate their growing 
independence and pursue subjects 
that really appeal to their interests. 
The High School curriculum aims 
to support students’ holistic growth 
– academic, social and personal 
– through a robust program of 
lessons in and out of the classroom.

In the classroom, students 
pursue the International General 
Certificates of Secondary 
Education, the world’s most 
popular international qualification 
for 14- to 16-year olds. The 
curriculum encourages students to 
engage with a variety of subjects 
and make connections among 
them. At the same time, teachers 
continue applying a personalized 
approach to instruction, ensuring 
every student feels confident to 
step outside their comfort zone 
and achieve beyond what they may 
have thought possible. 

Students’ learning outside the 
traditional academic environment 
is equally important. Through a full 
roster of extracurricular activities, 
peer mentoring, leadership 
opportunities and community 
service initiatives, students apply 
their academic learnings to the 
real world and learn to manage the 
challenges and responsibilities they 
will face in higher education and 
beyond.

“In High School, there are so many 
opportunities to take on leadership 
roles. I’ve been helping coach the 
Middle School Girls Soccer Team, and 
my Music teacher has asked me to 
perform several pieces for the class.” 

Christina Binyon
Year 10 (Grade 9)

“I really enjoy pursuing my 
strengths and passions at school. This 
year, I achieved the top score in Year 
11 for a math contest and was selected 
to showcase at a state art exhibition. It 
feels great to be successful in subjects I 
really like.”

Nicola Henchek
Year 11 (Grade 10)
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Understanding the Curriculum

The International General Certificates of Secondary Education (IGCSE) forms the framework for curriculum in Years 10 & 
11 (Grades 9 & 10). This curriculum is designed to prepare students for the later High School years and encourages them 
to engage with a variety of subjects and make connections among them. Upon completion of this two-year program, 
students have developed skills in creative thinking, inquiry and problem solving.

Course Routes
In Years 10 & 11, students follow one of the three following course routes. At the start of Year 10, each student begins on the 
Honors or College Preparation route in each subject, depending on prior learning and attainment.

1. Double Honors: Students study nine courses at the Honors Level plus Physical Education, U.S. Studies, Drama and 
Music. This route prepares students to pursue the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma in Years 12 & 13.

2. Single Honors: Students study nine courses at the Honors or College Preparation Level plus Physical Education, U.S. 
Studies, Drama and Music. Students move on to pursue IB Certificates in Years 12 & 13.

3. College Preparation: Students study nine courses at College Preparation Level plus Physical Education, U.S. Studies, 
Drama and Music, and pursue the BISC High School Diploma in Years 12 & 13.

Course Options
All students study Mathematics, English, Science (a combination of Biology, Chemistry and Physics), U.S. Studies, Music, 
Drama and Physical Education. Students also elect one course from each of the four groups below. Students may change 
their group choices during the first week of Autumn Term. After this time, we expect students to pursue their group choices 
for all of Years 10 & 11. The courses a student is pursuing in Spring Term of Year 11 will determine which route the student 
will take in Years 12 & 13.

Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Language
History Art & Design Media Studies Spanish

Geography Design & Technology Design & Technology French

Business Studies Computer Science Physical Education German

French (second language) Mandarin

German (second language)

Program Completion
At the end of the two-year program, students in Honors courses are assessed through standardized exams, marked by 
examining boards in England. Based on their results, students are externally awarded IGCSE certificates for individual 
subjects, which are useful benchmarks of performance at age 16. Students in College Preparation courses sit internal 
exams and assessments.
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Mathematics
The nature of Mathematics can be seen as a well-defined body of knowledge, an abstract system of ideas or a useful 
tool. For many people, it’s probably a combination of these, but there’s no doubt that mathematical knowledge provides 
an important key to understanding the world. Some people enjoy the challenges offered by the logical methods of 
Mathematics and the adventure in reason that mathematical proof has to offer. IGCSE Mathematics caters to students 
with previous knowledge at all levels.

Single Honors
Prior Learning
The Single Honors course caters to students who already possess knowledge of mathematical concepts and are equipped 
with skills to correctly apply mathematical techniques of varying difficulty. 

Assessment Objectives
Students must demonstrate knowledge of:
• Linear functions and equations
• Basic trigonometry involving right-angled triangles
• Statistical diagrams and calculations
• Operations involving ratio and proportions
• All transformations of shapes
• Rounding with decimal places and significant figures
• Quadratic functions and equations
• Basic calculus, including differentiation
• Trigonometry, including non-right angled triangles
• All graphical representations of data
• Graphing quadratic, cubic, exponential and reciprocal curves
• Simultaneous equations
• Rearranging formulae
• Pythagoras’ theorem
• Surds
• Vectors and vector arithmetic

Double Honors
Prior Learning
The Double Honors course caters to students who demonstrate exceptional mathematical ability. 

Assessment Objectives
Year 10 students study the topics in the Single Honors course listed above. Year 11 students move on to study IGCSE 
Further Pure Mathematics, which measures their understanding of the following topics. 
• Logarithmic functions and indices
• Quadratic function
• Identities and inequalities
• Graphics and functions
• Arithmetic and geometric series
• Binomial series
• Scalar and vector quantities
• Rectangular Cartesian coordinates
• Calculus
• Trigonometry
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College Prep
Prior Learning
This course caters to students with varied backgrounds and abilities. It’s designed to build confidence and prepare them 
for college studies. 

Assessment Objectives
Students must demonstrate knowledge of:

• Linear functions and equations
• Basic trigonometry involving right-angled triangles
• Statistical diagrams and calculations
• Operations involving ratio and proportions
• All transformations of shapes
• Rounding with decimal places and significant figures

Single Honors Assessments
Assessment Weight

Paper 1 50%

Paper 2 50%

Double Honors Assessments
Assessment Weight

Paper 1 50%

Paper 2 50%

Optional: IGCSE Further Pure Mathematics Exam -

College Prep Assessments
Assessment Weight

Paper 1 50%

Paper 2 50%

5



Assessment Weight

Paper 1 50%

Paper 2 50%

Assessment Weight

Paper 1 50%

Paper 2 50%

Optional: IGCSE Further Pure Mathematics Exam -

Assessment Weight

Paper 1 50%

Paper 2 50%
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English
English skills are of great importance throughout all the subject areas that a student will study in his or her lifetime. 
As well as communication, grammatical and analytical skills, English also provides students with the opportunity to 
enhance their confidence and critical thinking. Whether a student decides to pursue a career in the arts, sciences or 
humanities, the English skills applied will make a great impression upon employees and colleagues, as well as colleges 
and institutions. IGCSE English helps students develop their ability to write formal essays, solve problems, deliver 
presentations and express their ideas persuasively.

English is a challenging and rewarding subject that allows students to experience classical literature along with 
contemporary texts amidst discussion with their peers, producing essays and presentations about writers’ skills and 
techniques. In this sense, English is more than a set of rules to be followed but a way of exploring culture, places and 
people.

Honors
Prior Learning
This course caters to students who already possess confident knowledge of English language skills and a firm 
understanding of writers’ techniques in fiction and nonfiction texts. Honors students should already possess knowledge 
of literary devices and concepts, and be equipped with the skills needed to analyze characters and themes as well as the 
historical contexts of poetry and prose. Students will need to have achieved a B grade or higher in English on their Year 9 
(Grade 8) final report to be successful in this course.

Assessment Objectives 
Language:
• Use fluent, accurate expression and appropriate terminology.
• Demonstrate sophisticated control and understanding of grammar and language mechanics.
• Use a range of punctuation for effect.
• Use sophisticated structures of English expression.
• Write with impact for a variety of audiences/purposes, including writing to inform, explain, describe and persuade.
• Demonstrate expertise and creativity in response to questions.
• Show sophisticated control and understanding of nonfiction and journalism techniques.

Speaking and Listening Skills:
• Demonstrate compelling and sustained performances while working in role.
• Deliver presentations with striking effect, demonstrating sophisticated control of rhetorical techniques.
• Respond to questions, demonstrating sharp focus and a perceptive understanding.

Literature:
• Analyze a contemporary play as a representation of tragedy.
• Study Aristotle’s features of tragedy.
• Analyze classic American prose fiction.
• Analyze nonfiction writing.
• Study a range of poetry from seminal poets (Shakespeare, Keats, Browning, Kipling, Rossetti and many more).
• Thematically link poetry from a range of historical contexts.
• Evaluate the significance of contextual factors and effects of production/reception of texts.
• Evaluate the effect of writers’ language choices.
• Evaluate the significance of how writers choose to structure their texts.
• Select evidence that’s pertinent to the question and evaluate its significance.
• Make cross references to produce a balanced and sharply focused response to the question.
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College Prep
Prior Learning 
This course caters to students with varied backgrounds and abilities. More specifically, it’s designed to build confidence 
and encourage appreciation of English and prepare students well for college studies. Students are assumed to have 
studied English in the past, but there are no prior requirements.

Assessment Objectives 
Language:
• Learn appropriate terminology and how to use it.
• Understand practical application of grammar and language mechanics.
• Demonstrate secure understanding of the practical application of basic punctuation.
• Become more reflective to ensure fluent expression.
• Understand how to use the conventions of a variety of writing styles to inform, describe, explain and persuade.
• Show some sustained ability in writing about a specific question.
• Understand nonfiction and journalism techniques.

Speaking and Listening Skills:
• Convey characterization while adopting a role in drama activities.
• Deliver presentations clearly, demonstrating some control over rhetorical techniques.
• Respond to questions clearly, demonstrating clear understanding.

Literature:
• Analyze a contemporary play.
• Analyze classic American prose fiction.
• Study a range of poetry from seminal poets (Shakespeare, Keats, Browning, Kipling, Rossetti and many more).
• Identify and begin to apply understanding of contextual factors and effects of production/reception of texts.
• Comment on a writer’s choice of language.
• Identify different structures within texts and consider the significance of these structures.
• Select evidence in response to the question and explain its significance.

English Assessments
All Honors and College Prep English students complete the 
following assessments.

Language Assessments Weight

Short Story or Poetry Assignment 10%

Short Story 10%

Speaking and Listening Assessment 10%

Exam 70%

Literature Assessments Weight

Poetry Comparison Essay 40%

Prose and Drama Exam 60%
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Media Studies
We live in a world saturated with media, and the growth and evolution of the media often outstrip our ability to 
understand and reflect upon it. In Media Studies, students acquire the specialist language necessary to formally analyze 
and discuss media texts, such as print and electronic publishing, film and television, radio and web-based technologies 
and new media. They gain understanding of how institutions produce these texts, ways they represent people and places, 
and methods institutions use to interact with their intended audiences. Students become skilled in planning, producing 
and evaluating their own media texts, and research and reflect upon the ideas of key media theorists.

Prior Learning
Honors
It’s very likely that students will not have learned about the media as a discrete subject prior to Year 10 (Grade 9). However, 
to be successful in this course, students must demonstrate a record of skill and ability to perform articulate textual 
analysis in English. Students must have achieved a B grade or higher in that subject.

College Prep
No previous study is required.

Assessment Objectives
• Develop appreciation and critical understanding of the media and its role in daily life.
• Develop practical skills through opportunities for personal engagement and creativity.
• Understand how to use key media concepts to analyze media texts and their various contexts.
• Understand ideas of a range of media and narrative theorists, including Propp, Todorov and Freytag (Honors only).

9

Assessment Weight

Final Exam 40%

3 Assignments 60%

Media Studies Assessments
All Honors and College Prep Media Studies students 
complete the following assessments.



Assessment Weight

Final Exam 40%

3 Assignments 60%
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Science
Every learner has wondered about the workings of the world, and the answers to these musings can be found in science. 
Students in Years 10 & 11 study three science courses: Biology, Chemistry and Physics. This provides a solid base of 
scientific understanding that students may utilize later in life. Key topics are genetics, animal biology, atomic structure, 
organic chemistry, radioactivity and electromagnetism. Students gain skills in practical experimental techniques, scientific 
writing and research collaboration.

Honors
Prior Learning
To be successful in Honors Biology, Honors Chemistry and Honors Physics, students must have great knowledge of 
fundamental scientific concepts and achieved a B grade or higher by the end of Year 9 (Grade 8).

Assessment Objectives
Students must demonstrate knowledge of:
• The variety, structure and function of living organisms.
• The processes involved in plants and animal 

reproduction and inheritance.
• Ecosystems and the environment, including nutrient 

cycles and pollution.
• How biological resources are/can be utilized.
• Basic principles of states of matter.
• Particle theory.
• How to apply knowledge of structure to properties.
• Further calculations.
• Individual chemistry of elements explaining periodicity 

in terms of atomic radii.
• Hydrocarbons.

• Alcohols and carboxylic acids.
• Rates of reactions. 
• Equilibrium.
• Enthalpy.
• Forces, both varieties and effects.
• Vectors and momentum.
• Electricity, its characteristics and uses.
• Electric charge.
• Waves and their properties.
• Energy transfer and energy resources.
• States of matter and thermodynamic laws.
• Magnetism and electromagnetic induction.
• Radioactivity and how particles are involved.

College Prep
Prior Learning
College Prep Biology, College Prep Chemistry and College Prep Physics 
accommodate students with a more superficial background in science. 
These courses cover key scientific concepts required by students to 
advance to college level education. No previous study is required.

Assessment Objectives
Students must demonstrate knowledge of:
• A variety of living organisms.
• Processes involved in inheritance.
• Ecosystems and the environment.
• How biological resources are utilized.
• The basic principles of chemistry.
• The individual chemistry of elements and periodicity.
• Products from oil.
• Physical chemistry.

• Forces, both varieties and effects. 
• Electricity, its characteristics and uses.
• Waves and their properties.
• Energy transfer and energy resources.
• States of matter.
• Magnetism.
• Radioactivity and how particles are involved.
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Assessment Weight

Final Exam 100%

Science Assessments
All Honors and College Prep science students complete 
the following assessments.



Assessment Weight

Final Exam 100%
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Business Studies
IGCSE Business Studies gives students in Years 10 & 11 deep understanding of the business world and useful skills to 
carry them throughout their lives. These skills include the ability to understand different forms of business organizations, 
the environments in which businesses operate, as well as business functions like marketing, operations and finance. 
Students also learn how to calculate and interpret business data, develop persuasive arguments and negotiate, and the 
skills necessary to analyze business situations and reach decisions. Students develop these skills through study of several 
topics, including human resource management, legal issues, finance and accounting, production and globalization.

Honors
Prior Learning
Students must have achieved a B grade or higher in Mathematics and English on their Year 9 (Grade 8) final report.

Assessment Objectives
• Make effective use of relevant terminology, concepts and methods to recognize strengths and limitations of ideas.
• Apply knowledge and critical understanding to current issues and problems in a wide range of appropriate contexts.
• Distinguish between facts and opinions, and evaluate data to craft arguments and make informed judgments.
• Appreciate the perspectives of a range of stakeholders in relation to the environment, individuals, society, government 

and enterprise.
• Develop knowledge and understanding of the major groups and organizations within and outside businesses, and 

consider ways in which they’re able to influence objectives, decisions and activities.
• Develop knowledge and understanding of how the main types of businesses and commercial institutions are 

organized, financed and operated, and how their relations with other organizations, consumers, employees, owners 
and society are regulated.

• Develop skills of numeracy, literacy, inquiry, selection and employment of relevant sources of information, 
presentation and interpretation.

• Develop an awareness of the nature and significance of innovation within the context of business activities.

College Prep
Prior Learning
No previous study is required.

Assessment Objectives
• Make effective use of relevant terminology and concepts.
• Apply knowledge and understanding to current issues and 

problems in a range of appropriate contexts.
• Distinguish between facts and opinions to make informed 

judgments.
• Appreciate the perspectives of a range of stakeholders in relation 

to the environment, individuals, society, government and 
enterprise.

• Develop knowledge and understanding of the major groups and 
organizations within and outside businesses.

• Develop knowledge and understanding of how the main types of businesses and commercial institutions are 
organized, financed and operated, and how their relations with other organizations, consumers, employees, owners 
and society are regulated.

• Develop skills of numeracy, literacy, inquiry, selection and employment of relevant sources of information, 
presentation and interpretation.

Honors Assessments
Assessment Weight

Final Exam 100%

College Prep Assessments
Assessment Weight

Module Exams 100%
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Assessment Weight

Final Exam 100%

Assessment Weight

Module Exams 100%

Geography
Students investigate many of the major issues that face today’s global citizens, such as climate change and resource 
depletion, in IGCSE Geography. The study of Geography has never been more relevant, and the careers connected with 
Geography never more plentiful. Geographers become cartographers, climatologists, geographic information systems 
specialists, meteorologists, real estate developers, surveyors and urban planners, to name a few. Geographers think 
critically and globally – key skills that today’s employers  seek.

Prior Learning
Honors
This course caters to students who already possess deep knowledge and understanding of the subject. Students must 
have achieved a B grade or higher in Geography on their Year 9 (Grade 8) final report.

College Prep
This course caters to students who require additional support with their Geography studies. No previous study is required.

Assessment Objectives
• Actively engage in the process of geographical inquiry.
• Develop as effective and independent learners, and as critical and reflective thinkers with inquiring minds.
• Develop a framework of spatial awareness to appreciate the importance of the location of places and environments 

from a local to global scale.
• Develop and apply practical geography inquiry skills.
• Develop and apply learning to the real world through fieldwork.
• Develop awareness of global issues and recognize the need for a sustainable future.

Honors Assessments
Assessment Weight

Paper 100%

Fieldwork Project (1,500 words) -

Internal Assessments -

College Prep Assessments
Assessment Weight

8 Exams 80%

Fieldwork Project (1,500 words) 20%
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History
IGCSE History covers a range of 20th century topics that focus on some of the most exciting and pivotal moments in 
history. Students examine Russia in Revolution 1914-1924, America: A Divided Union 1945-1974, Weimar and Nazi 
Germany 1919-1945, and Medicine through Time 1850-1950.

Honors
Prior Learning
Students must have achieved a B grade or higher in History on their Year 9 (Grade 8) final report.

Assessment Objectives
• Demonstrate detailed and thorough knowledge of events in the past.
• Understand, analyze and evaluate sources.
• Write appropriate historical responses under timed conditions.
• Describe and explain events in the past showing knowledge of cause and effect/change and continuity.
• Evaluate interpretations of the past and analyze the significance of events.
• Make supported and sustained judgments on complex historical questions.

College Prep
Prior Learning
No previous study is required.

Assessment Objectives
• Demonstrate sound knowledge of events in the past.
• Understand and analyze sources.
• Write appropriate historical responses with scaffolding and support.
• Describe and explain events in the past, showing knowledge of cause and effect/change and continuity.

Honors Assessments
Assessment Weight

Final Exam 100%

College Prep Assessments
Assessment Weight

Module Exams 100%
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Assessment Weight

Final Exam 100%

Assessment Weight

Module Exams 100%
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World Languages
Speaking a foreign language is a valuable skill, and the World Languages Department empowers students with skills they 
can continually develop. We believe learning a foreign language helps develop awareness of our own languages, cultures 
and customs, encouraging students to become more sensitive to others and developing more confident communicators.

In IGCSE World Languages courses, students cover a variety of areas that enable them to cope confidently during a visit 
to a target language country. They learn to discuss current affairs and other topics, providing a sound foundation for the 
International Baccalaureate course: Home and Abroad, Education and Employment, House, Home and Daily Routine, the 
Modern World and Environment, Social Activities, and Fitness and Health. Students are expected to use a wide range of 
grammatical tenses and vocabulary to discuss and justify their personal opinions and interests.

The World Languages Department makes good use of modern technology and iPads. Students are also introduced 
to popular music and film in the target language. They are expected to take part in group, pair and individual tasks 
and activities during each lesson. Students are provided with online study tools and are encouraged to use resources 
independently to supplement their language skills. Reading authentic texts can also be an enjoyable journey towards 
developing understanding of the culture, as well as the language studied, and will broaden students’ vocabulary.

We do not offer language courses for native speakers; bilingual students must elect to study a language in which they are 
not fluent.

Honors
Prior Learning
Students must have achieved a B grade or higher in their target language on their Year 9 (Grade 8) final report to deal with 
the expectations of this course. Students pursuing Mandarin should be able to confidently use three tenses or time frames.

Assessment Objectives
• Identify, note and communicate effectively at a complex level.
• Understand without difficulty and use a wide range of complex 

language, both familiar and unfamiliar.
• Express, with detail and originality, thoughts, feelings and opinions 

on a variety of topics and effectively deal with unpredictable 
elements.

• Communicate with ease and fluency using authentic pronunciation 
and intonation.

College Prep
Prior Learning
No previous study is required.

Assessment Objectives
• Identify, note and communicate main points at a basic level.
• Use and understand a range of basic language in prepared conversations on familiar topics.
• Express and justify simple opinions on familiar topics.
• Convey a simple message with correct pronunciation.

Honors Assessments
Assessment Weight

Paper 1 - Listening Skills 25%

Paper 2 - Reading and Writing Skills 50%

Paper 3 - Oral Examination 25%

College Prep Assessments
Assessment Weight

Exams in Listening, Reading, Speaking and 
Writing 100%
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Assessment Weight

Paper 1 - Listening Skills 25%

Paper 2 - Reading and Writing Skills 50%

Paper 3 - Oral Examination 25%

Assessment Weight

Exams in Listening, Reading, Speaking and 
Writing 100%
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Drama 
The benefits of studying Drama are considerable, and all students in Years 10 & 11 take part in one Drama lesson each 
week at the College Prep Level. From developing imagination and empathy to improving communication skills, Drama 
teaches students skills that can be applied throughout all school subjects and in their lives outside of school. 

Students cover a wide range of topics, learning technical elements and vocabulary through a variety of genres, styles 
and famous works. Topics of study include drama from other cultures, where students devise their own versions of 
performance pieces from around the world, and social issues, in which students devise a large group piece to raise 
awareness of a particular issue. Students work in varying group sizes and regularly create performance pieces during their 
lessons. Many elements are also cross-curricular and support learning in more than one subject.

College Prep
Assessment Objectives
Students are assessed on their ability to:
• Create well-crafted characters that demand attention.
• Command space.
• Use and apply performance skills, staying in role throughout.
• Contribute to group work.
• Use drama terminology to demonstrate understanding.

Extracurricular Activities
There are several opportunities to take part in extracurricular Drama activities. Students may audition for school 
performances and join Drama Club, which meets once a week after school to explore and develop drama techniques; 
participants put on public performances and take part in school recitals.

Drama Assessments
Assessment Weight

Continuous Assessment (performance and 
performance analyses) 100%
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Assessment Weight

Continuous Assessment (performance and 
performance analyses) 100%

Music
Music plays an integral role in students’ education at BISC South Loop. Research shows music skills are transferable to 
many other subjects, and the techniques and disciplines students learn in Music further our goal of creating innovative, 
ambitious learners. As soon as children enter our school, they are exposed to a wide range of musical experiences, and 
this develops through Year 11. We’re proud to offer The Juilliard-Nord Anglia Performing Arts Program. As part of our 
Juilliard collaboration, students are drawn into a Juilliard-curated repertoire of 12 core works that encompass a wide 
range of musical genres and styles, opening doors to different cultures and historical periods. 

We value the inclusion of creative experiences in students’ learning, so all students in Years 10 & 11 participate in two 
hours of Music Appreciation lessons each week. Within the Music Appreciation course, there are three pathways that 
deliver a unique learning experience for students.  Year 10 students choose to pursue one of the following pathways 
during Autumn Term. The assessment objectives are the same for each pathway; students must demonstrate 
understanding of performance, composition and listening.

Music Appreciation
The Music Appreciation curriculum is designed to build from Middle 
School, giving students a sophisticated and global appreciation of 
the arts and preparing them for the International Baccalaureate (IB) 
Music course available in Years 12 & 13. Students continue to learn a 
range of music skills based on areas of study, focused practice, music 
appreciation and elements of the Juilliard Creative Classroom. Music 
Appreciation grades are listed on academic reports, but not on college 
transcripts.

Prior Learning
No previous study is required, as Music Appreciation is differentiated 
to suit each student’s musical ability.

IGCSE Music
IGCSE Music is the Honors pathway and offers students the 
opportunity to gain an externally assessed international qualification. 
The course prepares students for IB Music in Years 12 & 13. Students 
explore set works as outlined by the IGCSE Examination Board. IGCSE 
Music grades  are reported on students’ academic reports and college 
transcripts.

Prior Learning
Students must be able to read music and must have achieved an ABRSM grade of 6 or equivalent in Middle School Music.

ABRSM Music
Students who wish to develop their instrumental or vocal skills may follow this course, which enables them to sit the 
external performance examination administered by the Associated Boards of the Royal Schools of Music (ABRSM). ABRSM 
is the UK’s largest music education body and the world’s leading provider of music exams. Please note there is a fee 
associated with this pathway. ABRSM Music grades are not listed on students’ academic reports or college transcripts.

Prior Learning
No previous study is required. Beginner to advanced certificates are available.

Music Appreciation Assessments
Assessment Weight

Performance Assessments 25%

Creativity Assessments 25%

Participation 25%

Music Traditions & Listening Assessments 25%

IGCSE Music Assessments
Assessment Weight

2 Internal & External Compositions 30%

2 Internal & External Performances 30%

Listening Paper 40%

ABRSM Music Assessments
Assessment Weight

External Exam 100%
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Extracurricular Activities
Classroom learning is supplemented by performance groups, private lessons and booster sessions. The aim of these 
activities is to help students develop and extend their performance skills, and create relevant and exciting opportunities 
for further learning.

• After School Arts with Juilliard: Students may supplement their instrumental and vocal skills with private lessons 
taught by Juilliard alumni before and after school.

• Band: There are two bands, one for all players and another for students with advanced music skills. These groups 
meet after school and play a wide range of pieces.

• Choir: Choir meets twice weekly to explore many singing styles and performs frequently during the school year.

• Small Groups: From Jazz Band to Wind Quintet and concertos to singer-songwriter groups, the school offers several 
small performance groups that meet before school and during break time. The Music Department forms these groups 
to suit students’ abilities and needs, so there’s an opportunity for every musician. These groups also perform during 
the school year.

• School Performances: The school puts on drama and music performances, which students may audition for.

• Booster Sessions: During the week, music teachers are available for informal drop-in booster sessions before 
school. Organized by instrumental groups, these sessions give students a chance to obtain extra support.

• Recital Program: Twice each term, the Music Department invites students who have demonstrated commitment to 
their practice and completed a piece to a high standard to play in a recital. These informal events, held after school at 
the public piano the lobby, celebrate students’ work and are open to family members.

• Associated Boards of the Royal Schools of Music (ABRSM): ABRSM is the UK’s largest music education body and 
the world’s leading provider of music exams. ABRSM’s mission is to inspire achievement in music. In partnership with 
the Royal Schools of Music, ABRSM supports high-quality music-making and learning around the world. Students 
in Years 5-13 may sit their ABRSM grade during school time. With full support from teachers and booster sessions, 
students may pursue the ABRSM to measure their musical progress and earn college credit at UK universities.  
 

Performing arts in collaboration with
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Art & Design
At BISC South Loop, the nature of IGCSE Art & Design centers on students’ passion for and interest in the subject. We 
nurture and develop each student’s skills over the two-year program by stimulating imagination, sensitivity, conceptual 
thinking, powers of observation and analytical ability. Students gain confidence and enthusiasm as they develop technical 
skills in 2D and 3D form and composition, identify and solve problems in visual and tactile forms, and paint and draw with 
purpose. They also learn how to develop ideas from initial attempts to final solutions.

Honors
Prior Learning
Students must have earned a B grade or higher in Art on their Year 9 (Grade 8) final report. Also required is experience 
painting with oils, acrylic and watercolor paints; the ability to experiment with varied mediums; a strong analytical 
interpretation of Art; passion for Art; and the ability to independently produce pieces that meet assessment objectives.

Assessment Objectives
• Gather and record knowledge and conduct research and 

investigations.
• Demonstrate communication and expression throughout 

sketchbook.
• Explore and develop ideas using found and recycled materials, 

textile and structural works, and many painting techniques.
• Organize visual forms and written contextual works at a high-

quality standard.
• Demonstrate selection and control of materials and 

understanding of media and processes.
• Demonstrate ability to take ownership of works.
• Demonstrate clear personal vision and presentation of work, and 

organized and personal approach to interest.

College Prep
Prior Learning
No previous study is required.

Assessment Objectives
• Gather and record knowledge and conduct research and investigations.
• Develop a basic explanation of work and inspiration behind each piece.
• Explore and develop ideas, learning one new skill each term.
• Develop an understanding of the organization and relationships among visual and/or other forms.
• Demonstrate selection and control of materials and understanding of media and processes.
• Understand teacher-led interpretations and direction and layouts to work.
• Demonstrate clear personal vision and presentation of work with guidance from the teacher.

Honors Assessments
Assessment Weight

Response to External Exam Question, 3 Portfolio 
Slides and Studio Assessment 100%

College Prep Assessments
Assessment Weight

Response to External Exam Question, 2 Portfolio 
Slides and Studio Assessment 50%

Continuous Assessment 50%
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Assessment Weight

Response to External Exam Question, 3 Portfolio 
Slides and Studio Assessment 100%

Design & Technology
The study of IGCSE Design & Technology (DT) is divided into three 
sections over the course of the two-year program and provides a wide 
spectrum of opportunities for further study outside the classroom. 

The first year prepares students for the final exam and teaches the 
skills required to complete a portfolio and practical assessment during 
the second year. Students learn design principles by investigating 
the social and moral issues associated with becoming a successful 
designer. They also look at the properties and uses of materials, 
manufacturing techniques, and presentation and drawing skills with 
engineering principles and computer-aided design. In the second 
year, students create their own design portfolio consisting of a design 
study and a proposed practical solution. They implement and draw 
on experience gathered in the first year to successfully complete this 
project.

Prior Learning
Honors
Students must have earned a B grade or higher in DT, Mathematics and Science on their Year 9 (Grade 8) final report. 
Students should also have a keen interest in product design, engineering and technology. 

College Prep
No previous study is required, but students should have keen interest in product design, engineering and technology.

Assessment Objectives
Students must demonstrate solid knowledge of the following topics.
• Form and function
• Safety standards
• Manufacturing techniques/joining materials
• Human interaction
• Quality control and assurance
• Production of metals, alloys; plastics, hardwood, 

softwood, manufactured board, composites and smart 
materials

• Research and market analysis
• Environmental considerations
• Product lifecycle analysis
• Mechanical properties of design
• Practical experience in workshop

• Working with metals
• Fixtures and fittings
• Adhesives
• Workshop tools: hand tools and machine tools
• Sketching and design idea presentation skills
• 2Pt and 1Pt perspective drawing
• Isometric drawing
• Orthographic drawing
• Mechanisms: cams, cranks, levers, gears and pulleys
• CAD: Autodesk product design suite, rapid prototyping 

and a range of computer-aided manufacturing 
technology

Honors Assessments
Assessment Weight

Year 11 Portfolio 50%

Year 11 Core Exam 25%

Year 11 Topic Exam 25%

College Prep Assessments
Assessment Weight

Year 11 Portfolio 25%

Year 11 Core Exam 25%

Continual Assessment 50%

24



Computer Science
IGCSE Computer Science is delivered in two sections: Theory of Computer Science and Practical Problem Solving 
& Programming. By studying both, students develop understanding of the main principles of problem solving with 
computers, as well as the theory knowledge to go with it. Students can apply their understanding to develop computer-
based solutions to problems using algorithms and to learn a high-level programming language such as Python. Students 
also develop a range of technical skills and the ability to effectively test and evaluate computing solutions. Studying IGCSE 
Computer Science helps students appreciate current and emerging computing technologies and the benefits of their use, 
and helps them recognize potential risks.

Prior Learning
Honors
To be successful in this course, students must have achieved a B grade or higher in ICT and Mathematics on their Year 9 
(Grade 8) final report. Students should also have interest in computer programming.

College Prep
To be successful in this course, students must have achieved a C grade or higher in ICT and Mathematics on their Year 9 
(Grade 8) final report. Students should also have interest in computer programming.

Assessment Objectives
Students are assessed on their understanding of the following topics.
• Data representation: binary systems, hexadecimal and data storage
• Communication and Internet technologies: data transmission, security aspects and Internet principles of operation
• Hardware and software: logic gates, computer architecture and the fetch execute cycle, input and output devices, 

memory and storage devices and media, operating systems, and high- and low-level languages and their translators
• Security
• Ethics
• Algorithm design and problem solving: problem solving and design, and pseudocode and flowcharts
• Programming: programming concepts and data structures and arrays
• Databases

Honors Assessments
Assessment Weight

Paper 1: Theory 60%

Paper 2: Problem Solving 40%

College Prep Assessments
Assessment Weight

Paper 1: Theory 25%

Paper 2: Problem Solving 25%

Continuous Practical Assessment 50%
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Assessment Weight

Paper 1: Theory 60%

Paper 2: Problem Solving 40%

Assessment Weight

Paper 1: Theory 25%

Paper 2: Problem Solving 25%

Continuous Practical Assessment 50%

Years 10 & 11 Curriculum Guide

Physical 
Education
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Physical Education
IGCSE Physical Education provides students with an opportunity to study both the practical and theoretical aspects 
of Physical Education. It’s designed to encourage enjoyment of physical activity through a range of activities and help 
develop understanding of safe and effective physical performance.

Prior Learning
Honors
Students must have achieved a B grade or higher in Physical Education on their Year 9 (Grade 8) final report. They 
must also demonstrate deep participation in sports in and out of school as well as an interest in human anatomy and 
physiology, psychology and history.

College Prep
No previous study is required. Students must demonstrate deep participation in sports inside and outside of school as 
well as an interest in human anatomy and physiology, psychology and history. 

Assessment Objectives
• Develop detailed knowledge of human anatomy and physiology, and the effects on performance.
• Understand factors that affect participation and performance in physical activity.

Assessment Weight

Exam 40%

Practical Performance Assignments 50%

Coursework Assignments 10%
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Extracurricular Sports
Students may also participate in the sports clubs below. We are a member of the Illinois High School Association (IHSA), 
and our teams compete against schools across the Chicago area, including other private schools such as Lycée Français 
de Chicago, Chicago City Day School, Bernard Zell Anshe Emet Day School, Near North Montessori School, Urban 
Prairie Waldorf School and Catherine Cook School. Our sports teams are open to all students and require a high level of 
commitment to training and fixtures. 

Competitive Sports
Autumn Term
September- October

Winter Term 1
November-December

Winter Term 2
December-February

Spring Term 1
February-April

Spring Term 2
May-June

Boys Soccer
Girls Volleyball
Cross Country
Tennis
Golf
Rowing

Boys Basketball
Girls Basketball
Badminton

Boys Basketball
Girls Basketball
Futsal

Boys Volleyball
Girls Soccer
Track & Field
Tennis
Golf
Swimming
Water Polo
Rowing

Boys Volleyball
Girls Soccer
Track & Field
Tennis
Golf
Swimming
Rowing

Noncompetitive Sports
Autumn Term
September- October

Winter Term 1
November-December

Winter Term 2
December-February

Spring Term 1
February-April

Spring Term 2
May-June

Basketball
Badminton
Rugby
Dance
OAA
Fitness Suite
Netball

Basketball
Gymnastics
Futsal
Dodgeball
Dance
Fitness Suite
Netball

Basketball
Gymnastics
Handball
Dodgeball
Dance
OAA
Fitness Suite
Netball

Basketball
Lacrosse
Field Hockey
Dance
OAA
Rugby
Fitness Suite
Netball

Basketball
Rounders
Cricket
Dance
Rugby
Pickleball
Fitness Suite
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Years 10 & 11 Curriculum Guide
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Advisory & 
Community
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Assessment

Purpose of Assessment
Assessment is the gathering and analysis of information about student performance. It identifies what students know, 
understand, can do and feel at different stages in the learning process; this information guides teachers in instruction. 
Assessment is an ongoing and daily part of school life, and the formative comments students receive develop their 
understanding of the skills and knowledge required to be successful in each course. At BISC South Loop, the aims and purpose 
of assessment are to:
• Provide information to enhance and improve learning and teaching.
• Provide information for target-setting for individuals, groups and cohorts.
• Share learning goals with students.
• Involve students in self-assessment.
• Help students know and recognize the standards they’re aiming for.
• Raise standards of learning.
• Identify children for intervention.
• Inform parents of their son/daughter’s progress.
• Complete a critical self-evaluation of the school.
• Measure progress and value added.

Setting Targets
Regardless of previous academic achievement, students are expected to make appropriate progress and continually improve. 
Our teachers are highly trained in estimating and setting academic targets that challenge student learning. Teachers use 
students’ results to set challenging, yet achievable academic targets. High School students usually achieve short-term targets 
by each academic report and long-term targets by the end of the school year or the end of High School. We continually track 
and monitor the academic achievements of every student in every subject to ensure they’re reaching their goals. Students 
also reflect on their academic achievement during every lesson and after homework assignments and assessments. If a 
teacher identifies a student whose progress is slowing, the school administers an individual learning plan to help ensure the 
student is back on track by the next academic report. 

Academic Reports
Academic reports describe students’ academic and social development and list targets in all subjects for the student to 
concentrate on before the next report. Teachers communicate with families about student achievement and progress in four 
reports during the school year:
1. October Half-Term
2. Beginning of January
3. Before Spring Break
4. Beginning of June

Staff use results from the October and Spring academic reports to evaluate which course route each student should pursue. 
The student’s course route and attainment grade are detailed on the academic reports in January and June, and entered onto 
their college transcript. Any transitions between course routes must be discussed among the student, parents, teachers and 
School Leadership Team. There are parent consultations with teachers scheduled during the school year. Parents may also 
meet with teachers outside of the consultation dates. 
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Health
healthy lifestyles; healthy eating and exercise; mental and emotional health; sex 
and relationships education; drug, alcohol and tobacco education

Managing Risk
financial and career choices; personal safety; Internet 
safety and violent incidents

Relationships
developing and maintaining positive relationships; dealing with negative 
relationships, which may include bullying and sexual violence

Loss
bereavement, separation and 
divorce

Change
managing transition, adversity and 
developing resilience

Career Choices
enterprise, business and 
finance

Personal Finance
savings, debt and 
budgeting

Service Learning
volunteering, civic 
responsibility

$

!

Advisory Learning Areas 

Community Time 
Secondary students take part in Community Time on Wednesday afternoons. Community Time prepares them for life after 
BISC South Loop by supporting their holistic development through varied activities, such as field trips directly related to 
their studies. There are also leadership opportunities, in-school workshops and numerous community service initiatives.

Advisory and Community Time

Advisory
Each High School student is part of an Advisory group, led by a teacher (Advisor), that meets weekly to provide students with 
an opportunity to interact with peers in a structured and supervised environment, but outside of academic lessons. It’s also 
a chance for students to receive mentoring and guidance from their Advisor. Students follow a planned program of social 
and emotional learning that helps them acquire the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to manage their lives now 
and in the future. The wide-ranging curriculum prepares students to manage the most critical opportunities, challenges and 
responsibilities they will face and helps them connect and apply the knowledge they gain in all school subjects to practical, 
real-life situations.
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Questions?
BISC South Loop
161 W. 9th Street
Chicago, IL 60605

(773) 599-BISC

www.bischicagosl.org

Headmaster
Michael Horton
mike.horton@bischicagosl.org

Head of Secondary School
Andrew Gilhooly
andrew.gilhooly@bischicagosl.org

Assistant Head of Secondary 
School, Academics
Andrew Stone
andrew.stone@bischicagosl.org

High School Dean
Alex Wilkins
alexander.wilkins@bischicagosl.org


