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We also see students lending 
the knowledge they’ve acquired 
over the years to younger peers in 
support sessions and clubs.

During this time, students become 
especially engaged in the college 
planning process, attending our 
annual College Fair as well as 
trips to local higher education 
institutions. They continue to 
meet regularly with our College 
Counselor, receiving guidance and 
support with college applications, 
essays and transcripts.

On the other side of Year 13 is a new 
phase for students. Empowered 
by our personalized instruction 
and international curriculum, they 
graduate from BISC South Loop 
equipped with the knowledge, skills 
and ambition to achieve beyond 
what they may have thought 
possible - academically, socially 
and personally.  

Mr. Andrew Gilhooly
Head of Secondary

“Oh, the Places You’ll Go!”

The last two years of High School 
present an ambitious and 
rewarding chapter for students. 
They’re faced with coursework 
that’s rigorous, but also wholly 
tailored to their unique interests 
and aspirations for college and 
beyond.

Studying the International 
Baccalaureate Diploma Program, 
students work towards earning 
an internationally recognized 
qualification that’s respected 
throughout the United States and 
by the world’s top colleges and 
universities. The program provides 
a variety of curriculum choices 
designed to fully prepare students 
for college studies and help them 
develop to their full potential. 
Students go beyond the collection 
of facts and learn how to flourish in 
our interconnected and globalized 
world. They ask challenging 
questions, discover what it means 
to learn, develop a strong sense of 
identity and culture as well as the 
ability to communicate with and 
understand people different from 
them.

Time spent with peers during 
Advisory and Community Time 
continues to spark students’ 
holistic growth through leadership 
opportunities, collaborative work 
and community service. 

“The High School curriculum really 
helped prepare me for university. It 
gave me a strong sense of the work 
expected in college. On top of that, 
all the teachers were extraordinarily 
supportive in helping me reach my 
fullest potential in High School.” 

Drew Pearson
Class of 2015
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Understanding the Curriculum
The International Baccalaureate (IB) is an internationally recognized qualification that’s respected throughout the United States and 
by the world’s top colleges and universities. The IB Diploma Program provides a variety of curriculum choices designed to fully prepare 
students for college studies. 

Course Routes
Based on their course route in Years 10 & 11 and prior attainment requirements, students in the later years of High School follow one of 
the three course routes below.

1. IB Diploma, graduating with Double Honors 
Students study six IB subjects, three at Standard Level Honors and three at Higher Level Honors. They must also successfully 
complete the IB Diploma Program core requirements (Extended Essay, Theory of Knowledge, and Creativity, Action, Service) and 
study U.S. Studies. Successful completion results in the IB Diploma and BISC High School Double Honors Diploma.

2. IB Certificates, graduating with Single Honors 
Students study six IB subjects, and up to six of them can be at Standard or Higher Level Honors. Any of the six subjects not at 
Honors Level are at College Preparation Level. Students are also required to successfully complete Creativity, Action, Service hours 
and U.S. Studies. Students can opt for additional certification in the Theory of Knowledge course and Extended Essay. Successful 
completion results in IB Certificates and the BISC High School Diploma.

3. BISC High School Diploma 
Students study six subjects, all at College Preparation Level. They also complete Creativity, Action, Service hours, 100 hours of 
Theory of Knowledge, a project-based piece of research, as well as U.S. Studies. Successful completion results in the BISC High 
School Diploma.

Course Options
Regardless of their course route, students enroll in six IB subjects from the groups below, ensuring breadth of experience in languages, 
social studies, the experimental sciences and mathematics. Students must choose one subject from each of Groups 1 to 5, and the 
sixth subject may be an Arts subject in Group 6 or a second Science. 

Group 1:
Language and 
Literature

Group 2:
Language 
Acquisition

Group 3:
Individuals and 
Societies

Group 4:
Sciences

Group 5:
Mathematics

Group 6:
The Arts

English French Business 
Management Biology Mathematics Visual Arts

Spanish Geography Chemistry Math Studies Design & 
Technology

German AB History Physics Computer Science

Mandarin AB
Information 
Technology in a 
Global Society

Sports, Exercise and 
Health Science

French AB Chemistry 
(second science)

Spanish AB Physics 
(second science)

Music

Film
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IB Core Requirements
In addition to the six IB subject groups, the IB Diploma Program is comprised of three required components that aim to broaden students’ 
educational experience and challenge them to apply their knowledge and skills.

Extended Essay
The Extended Essay is an independent, self-directed piece of research that culminates in a 4,000-word paper. Students engage in research 
through an in-depth study of a question that relates to one of the subjects they’re studying and then produce an Extended Essay with 
support and guidance from faculty. Below are examples of recent essay titles, which demonstrate the diverse range of topics.

• “An analysis of costume as a source for understanding the inner life of the character”
• “A study of malnourished children in Indonesia and the extent of their recovery after a period of supervised improved nutrition”
• “Doing versus being: language and reality in the Mimamsa school of Indian philosophy” 
• “The effects of sugar-free chewing gum on the pH of saliva in the mouth after a meal”
• “To what extent has the fall in the exchange rate of the US dollar affected the tourist industry in Carmel, California?”
•  “What level of data compression in music files is acceptable to the human ear?”

Theory of Knowledge
In Theory of Knowledge (TOK), students reflect on the nature of knowledge and how we know what we claim to know. It’s designed to 
encourage critical thinking by examining different ways of knowing (sense perception, emotion, language and reason) and different areas 
of knowledge, including mathematics, natural science, human science, history and ethics. TOK is assessed through an oral presentation 
that looks at the student’s ability to apply TOK thinking to a real-life situation. Students must also write a 1,600-word essay, which takes a 
more conceptual starting point. Students choose one essay title from six issued by IB. Upcoming and past questions include:

• “To what extent are areas of knowledge shaped by their past? Consider with reference to two areas of knowledge.”
•  “There is no reason why we cannot link facts and theories across disciplines and create a common groundwork of explanation. To 

what extent do you agree with this statement?”
• “There is no such thing as a neutral question. Evaluate this statement with reference to two areas of knowledge.”
• “The task of history is the discovering of the constant and universal principles of human nature.’ To what extent are history and one 

other area of knowledge successful in this task?”

Creativity, Action, Service
Creativity, Action, Service (CAS) requires students to actively learn from the experience of doing real tasks beyond the classroom. Students 
complete a project related to the concepts of creativity, action and service, combining two of the components, and complete activities 
related to each one of them separately. For example, to complete a “creativity” activity, a talented musician may learn a particularly 
difficult piece or a different style of playing. While CAS gives students the opportunity to develop activities of interest to them, all activities 
should always involve:

• Real, purposeful activities, with significant outcomes
• Personal challenge
• Thoughtful consideration, such as planning, reviewing progress, reporting
• Reflection on outcomes and personal learning

3
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English
IB English is primarily a pre-college course in literature aimed at students who intend to pursue literature or related studies in college, 
and students whose formal study of literature will not continue beyond this level. The former normally follow the Higher Level 
program and the latter Standard Level. The College Prep route enables students to gain a firm understanding of literary concepts and 
how to apply them, as well as a secure command of language and formal essay-writing skills. 

Literature is concerned with our conceptions, interpretations and experiences of the world. The study of literature can be seen as a 
study of all the complex pursuits, anxieties, joys and fears that human beings are exposed to in daily life. It enables exploration of one 
of the more enduring fields of human creativity and artistic ingenuity, and provides immense opportunities for independent, original, 
critical and clear thinking. It also promotes a healthy respect for the imagination and a perceptive approach to the understanding 
and interpretation of literary works. The discussion of literature is itself an art that requires the clear expression of ideas orally and in 
writing. IB English also incorporates the study of World Literature, which is important to students because of its global perspective. It 
can play a strong role in promoting a “world spirit” through unique opportunities to grow appreciation of the ways cultures influence 
and shape the experiences of life common to all humanity. The World Literature element of the course does not aim to cover the 
history of literature or the so-called “great works” of humanity; it’s envisaged as having the potential to enrich the international 
awareness of students and help develop attitudes of tolerance, empathy and a genuine respect for perspectives different from their 
own.

Prior Learning
Higher Level Honors
This course is recommended for students who achieved an A grade or higher 
in English on their Year 11 (Grade 10) final report. Students are expected to 
demonstrate confidence in their approach to independent literary analysis of 
challenging texts. They should also be keen to expand their wider reading.

Standard Level Honors
This course is recommended for students who achieved a B grade or higher 
in English on their Year 11 (Grade 10) final report. Students should be keen to 
expand their wider reading and study “classic” literary texts. It’s also essential 
that students have a firm understanding of the components of literary 
analysis.

College Prep 
This course is recommended for students with varied backgrounds and 
abilities in English. It’s designed to build confidence in formal essay writing 
and literary analysis, encourage appreciation of English and prepare students 
for college studies.

Assessment Objectives
All English students must demonstrate a/an:
• Ability to engage in independent literary criticism in a manner that reveals a personal response to literature.
• Ability to express ideas with clarity, coherence, conciseness, precision and fluency in written and oral communication.
• Command of the language appropriate for the study of literature and a discriminating appreciation of the need for an effective 

choice of register and style in written and oral communication.
• Sound approach to literature through consideration of the works studied.
• Thorough knowledge of the individual works studied and of the relationships between groups of works studied.
• Appreciation of the similarities and differences between literary works from different ages/cultures.
• Ability to engage in independent textual commentary on familiar and unfamiliar pieces of writing.
• Wide-ranging appreciation of structure, technique and style as employed by authors, and of their effects on the reader.
• Ability to structure ideas and arguments, orally and in writing, in a logical, sustained and persuasive way, and to support them 

with precise and relevant examples.

English Assessments
Assessment Weight

Part 1 - Texts in Translation
Essay on 1 to 3 Texts (1,500 words) 25%

Part 2 - Oral Commentary
Commentary and Discussion of 1 to 3 Texts 15%

Part 3 - Exam
Paper on Unseen Extract
Paper on 2 to 4 Texts

45%

Part 4 - Oral Presentation
Focused on 2 to 3 Texts 15%
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Assessment Weight

Part 1 - Texts in Translation
Essay on 1 to 3 Texts (1,500 words) 25%

Part 2 - Oral Commentary
Commentary and Discussion of 1 to 3 Texts 15%

Part 3 - Exam
Paper on Unseen Extract
Paper on 2 to 4 Texts

45%

Part 4 - Oral Presentation
Focused on 2 to 3 Texts 15%
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World Languages
Speaking a foreign language is a valuable skill, and the World Languages Department empowers students with skills they can 
continually develop throughout their lives. We believe learning a foreign language helps develop awareness of our own languages, 
cultures and customs, encouraging students to become more sensitive to others and developing more confident communicators.

Higher and Standard Level Honors
The Higher Level and Standard Level curricula are for students with a background in their target language; while learning an additional 
language, students explore the cultures connected to it. These courses are based on three compulsory areas of study: Social 
Relationships, Communication and Media, and Global Issues. There are also five optional study areas: Health, Customs and Traditions, 
Leisure, Cultural Diversity, and Science and Technology. Teachers will select two areas at Higher and Standard Levels. Students at 
Higher Level will also read two works of literature. During lessons, students take part in lively debates and discussions, and interact 
with fluency and spontaneity. They follow a rigorous grammatical program and learn to accurately use the language descriptively and 
in detail. Reading target language literature (Higher Level only) can be an enjoyable journey into the cultures studied, helping students 
develop fluent reading skills, promoting interpretative and inferential skills, and contributing to inter-cultural understanding.

Prior Learning
Students must have achieved a B grade or higher in the target language on their Year 11 (Grade 10) final report. 

Assessment Objectives
• Communicate clearly and effectively in a range of situations, 

demonstrating linguistic competence and inter-cultural understanding.
• Use language appropriate to a range of interpersonal and/or cultural 

contexts.
• Understand and use language to express and respond to a range of ideas 

with accuracy and fluency.
• Organize ideas on a range of topics in a clear, coherent and convincing 

manner.
• Understand, analyze and respond to a range of written and spoken texts.
• Understand and use works of literature written in the target language of 

study (Higher Level only).

Ab Initio Honors and College Prep
The Ab Initio Honors course assumes little or no prior knowledge of the target language. In addition to language acquisition, 
developing an inter-cultural understanding is at the heart of the course, and it’s expected that students are able to compare and 
contrast aspects of their own culture with those of countries that speak the target language. Students will understand and produce 
a variety of spoken, written and visual materials. The course encourages the use and adaptation of authentic materials wherever 
possible. It aims to enable students to understand and use the language in a range of contexts and for a variety of purposes. It also 
aims to provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through the use of an additional language.

The College Prep course follows similar themes to those studied in Ab Initio Honors and assumes little prior knowledge of the 
language. Students are encouraged to develop the key skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing, and are assessed internally in 
these four skill areas. Students develop understanding of basic grammar and key vocabulary that enable them to converse during a 
visit to a target language country.

Higher & Standard Level Honors
Assessments

Assessment Weight

External Assessment
Paper 1: Text-Handling (Reading)
Paper 2: Writing Skills
Written Assignment

70%
25%
25%
20%

Internal Assessment
Individual Oral Exam (8-10 minutes)
Interactive Oral Activity

30%
20%
10%
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Assessment Weight

External Assessment
Paper 1: Text-Handling (Reading)
Paper 2: Writing Skills
Written Assignment

70%
25%
25%
20%

Internal Assessment
Individual Oral Exam (8-10 minutes)
Interactive Oral Activity

30%
20%
10%

Prior Learning
These courses are recommended for students who have little or no prior knowledge of their target language.
Assessment Objectives
• Demonstrate awareness and understanding of the inter-cultural elements of the topics covered (Ab Initio Honors only).
• Communicate clearly and effectively in a range of situations.
• Understand and accurately use the basic structures of the language.
• Understand and use an appropriate range of vocabulary.
• Use a register and format that are appropriate to the situation.

Ab Initio Honors Assessments
Assessment Weight

External Assessment
Paper 1: Text-Handling (Reading)
Paper 2: Writing Skills
Written Inter-cultural Comparison

75%
30%
25%
20%

Internal Assessment
Individual Oral Exam

25%
25%

College Prep Assessments
Assessment Weight

Internal Assessments in Reading, Writing and 
Speaking 100%
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Business Management
IB Business Management is a dynamic course that examines business decision-making processes and how these decisions affect and 
are affected by internal and external environments. The course is designed to develop students’ understanding of business theory 
and their ability to apply business principles, practices and skills. The ideals of international cooperation and responsible citizenship 
are at the heart of the course, and students apply analysis tools and techniques to appreciate complex business activities. The 
course considers a range of business organizations and activities, and the cultural and economic context in which business operates. 
Emphasis is placed on strategic decision-making and the day-to-day business functions of marketing, production, human resource 
management and finance. Links between the topics are central to the course, promoting a holistic overview of business activity.

Prior Learning
There are no particular subject-specific requirements. However, success in Business Management requires solid skills in Mathematics 
and English, so the course is recommended for students who achieved a C grade or higher in Mathematics and English on their Year 11 
(Grade 10) final report.

Assessment Objectives
• Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of business terminology, concepts, principles and theories.
• Make business decisions by identifying the issue(s), selecting and interpreting data, applying appropriate tools and techniques, 

and recommending suitable solutions.
• Analyze and evaluate business decisions using a variety of sources.
• Evaluate business strategies and/or practices showing evidence of critical thinking.
• Apply skills and knowledge learned in the subject to hypothetical and real business situations.
• Communicate business ideas and information effectively and accurately using appropriate formats and tools (Standard Level and 

Higher Level only).
• Develop a framework for strategic business decision-making (Higher Level only).

Higher & Standard Level Honors 
Assessments

Assessment Weight

2 Exams 75%

Research Project 25%

College Prep Assessments
Assessment Weight

Coursework and Module Exams 100%

10



Geography
IB Geography at BISC South Loop provides students with the opportunity to investigate many of the major issues that currently face 
today’s global citizens, such as climate change and resource depletion. The study of Geography has never been more relevant, and the 
careers connected with Geography never more plentiful. Geographers become cartographers, climatologists, geographic information 
systems specialists, meteorologists, real estate developers, surveyors and urban planners, to name just a few. Geographers think 
critically and globally – key skills that today’s employers seek.

Prior Learning
Higher Level Honors
This course is recommended for students who achieved a B grade or higher in Geography on their Year 11 (Grade 10) final report.

Standard Level Honors
This course is recommended for students who achieved a C grade or higher in Geography on their Year 11 (Grade 10) final report.

College Prep
This course is recommended for students who have interest in and enthusiasm for the study of Geography, but are not prepared for 
the rigors of Standard Level.

Assessment Objectives
All Geography students must demonstrate clear understanding of the 
following core themes.
• Populations in Transition
• Disparities in Wealth and Development
• Patterns in Environmental Quality and Sustainability
• Patterns in Resource Consumption

In addition, the Higher and Standard Levels require students to 
demonstrate understanding of two to three of the following themes.
• Freshwater: Issues and Conflicts
• Oceans and Coastal Margins
• Extreme Environments
• Hazards and Disasters
• Risk Assessment and Response
• Leisure, Sports and Tourism
• Geography of Food and Health
• Urban Environments

Higher Level students are also required to demonstrate understanding of the following themes.
• Measuring Global Interactions
• Changing Space: the Shrinking World
• Economic Interactions and Flows
• Environmental Change
• Sociocultural Exchanges
• Political Outcomes
• Global Interactions at the Local Level

Higher & Standard Level Honors
Assessments

Assessment Weight

3 External Exams 80%

Internal Fieldwork Report (2,500 words) 20%

College Prep Assessments
Assessment Weight

2 External Exams 75%

Internal Fieldwork Report (2,500 words) 25%
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Assessment Weight

3 External Exams 80%

Internal Fieldwork Report (2,500 words) 20%

Assessment Weight

2 External Exams 75%

Internal Fieldwork Report (2,500 words) 25%

History
Courses in Group 3: Individuals and Societies explore the interactions between humans and the environment in context of time, space 
and place. History focuses on these interactions in the past, enabling students to make links between events and better understand 
the world in which we live. Students develop the skills of analysis, empathy, interpretation and debate, which are integral to further 
academic study and a number of vocational pathways. To understand the past, students must engage with it through exposure 
to primary historical sources and through the work of historians. Topics covered include the Cold War, Party States, International 
Relations 1918-1936 and Tsarist Russia.

Prior Learning
Higher Level Honors
This course is recommended for students who achieved a B grade or higher in History on their Year 11 (Grade 10) final report.

Standard Level Honors
This course is recommended for students who achieved a C grade or higher in History on their Year 11 (Grade 10) final report.

College Prep
This course is recommended for students who previously studied History; although previous study is not compulsory.

Assessment Objectives
All History students must demonstrate:
• Knowledge and understanding of events in the past.
• Understanding and evaluation of sources.
• The ability to analyze and interpret the significance of events.
• The ability to write historical essays and reference accordingly.
• Knowledge and understanding of “The Causes, Course and Effects of 20th Century Wars” and “The Rise, Rule and Fall of Single 

Party States in the 20th Century”.
• Understanding of studies in Europe and the Middle East, Tsarist Russia, 

Mussolini’s Italy and the Cold War (Higher Level only). Higher Level Honors Assessments
Assessment Weight

3 External Exams 80%

Internal Assignment 20%

Standard Level Honors Assessments
Assessment Weight

2 External Exams 75%

Internal Assignment 25%

College Prep Assessments
Assessment Weight

Internal Exams 100%
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Information Technology in a Global Society (ITGS)
Students of Group 3 subjects study Individuals and Societies, which means they explore the interactions between humans and 
environment in time and place. As a result, these subjects are often known collectively as the human sciences or social sciences. ITGS 
is the study and evaluation of the effects of information technology (IT) on individuals and society. It explores the advantages and 
disadvantages of the access and use of digitized information at the local and global level. ITGS provides a framework for students 
to make informed judgments and decisions about the use of IT within social contexts. Although ITGS shares methods of critical 
investigation and analysis with other social sciences, it also considers social and ethical factors common to other subjects in Group 
3. ITGS offers an opportunity for students to systematically study these considerations, whose range is such that they fall outside the 
scope of any other discipline.

Prior Learning
Higher & Standard Level Honors
To succeed at the Higher or Standard Level, it’s recommended for students who achieved a C grade or higher in Mathematics, English 
and Science on the Year 11 (Grade 10) final report.

College Prep
No previous knowledge is required.

Assessment Objectives
ITGS students must demonstrate knowledge of:
• Specified content
• Use of ITGS skills
• Application and analysis (Higher and Standard Level only)
• Synthesis and evaluation (Higher and Standard Level only)

Higher Level Honors Assessments
Assessment Weight

Paper 1 35%

Paper 2 20%

Paper 3 25%

Internal Assessment 20%

Standard Level Honors & College Prep 
Assessments

Assessment Weight

Paper 1 40%

Paper 2 30%

Internal Assessment 30%
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Assessment Weight

Paper 1 35%

Paper 2 20%

Paper 3 25%

Internal Assessment 20%

Assessment Weight

Paper 1 40%

Paper 2 30%

Internal Assessment 30%
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Biology
Have you ever wondered how life began on Earth? How can future technology cure diseases such as Diabetes or Alzheimer’s? IB 
Biology answers these questions and more, providing an excellent foundation of Biology knowledge. Students conduct precision 
experiments, write reports and focus on scientific practice and subject content. With many creative laboratory experiments and 
integrated projects, the course builds key skills like critical thinking, logical reasoning, presenting ideas to an audience, analyzing and 
interpreting data, and the ability to self-evaluate work.

Higher Level Honors 
Prior Learning
This course is recommended for students with extensive experience in Biology who have excelled in all previous assessments and 
achieved a B grade or higher in Biology on their Year 11 (Grade 10) final report.
Assessment Objectives
Students must demonstrate knowledge of:
• Statistical analysis, including chi-squared tests and t-tests
• Cell theory, the functions of organelles, membranes and cell division
• Biochemistry, structures of biological molecules and some cell chemistry including photosynthesis and respiration
• Genetics, including molecular and theoretical genetics, genetic engineering, dihybrid crossing and polygenic inheritance
• Ecology and classification, population dynamics, ecological surveillance, natural selection, evolution and speciation
• Human health and physiology, including the immune system, transport, communication, digestion, gas exchange and circulation
• Plant biology, including structure, transport and reproduction
• Neurobiology and behavior

Standard Level Honors 
Prior Learning
This course is recommended for students with good understanding of Biology and who achieved a C grade or higher in Biology on 
their Year 11 (Grade 10) final report.
Assessment Objectives
Students must demonstrate knowledge of:
• Cell theory, the functions of organelles, membranes and cell division
• Biochemistry, structures of biological molecules and some cell chemistry
• Genetics, including molecular and theoretical genetics, and genetic 

engineering
• Ecology and classification, population dynamics, ecological surveillance, 

natural selection and evolution
• Human health and physiology, including the immune system, transport, 

communication, digestion, gas exchange and circulation
• Neurobiology

College Prep
Prior Learning
This course is recommended for students with limited knowledge of Biology.
Assessment Objectives
Students must demonstrate knowledge of:
• Cell theory, the functions of organelles, membranes and cell division
• Biochemistry, including some aspects of structures of biological molecules and some cell chemistry
• Genetics, theoretical genetics and genetic engineering
• Ecology and classification, ecological surveillance, natural selection and evolution
• Human health and physiology, including the immune system, transport, communication, digestion, gas exchange and circulation

Biology Assessments
Assessment Weight

3 External Papers 80%

Internal Assessments (lab work, essays, projects) 20%
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Assessment Weight

3 External Papers 80%

Internal Assessments (lab work, essays, projects) 20%

Chemistry
Chemistry is called the central science because chemical principles underpin the physical environment and all biological systems. 
It’s an experimental science that combines academic study with the acquisition of practical and investigation skills dealing with the 
building blocks of life. Chemistry is a prerequisite for many college courses, such as medicine, veterinary science and dentistry. Study 
can lead to a range of careers and higher education courses in optometry, pharmaceutical sciences, forensic science and more.

Higher Level Honors
Prior Learning
This course is recommended for students with extensive experience in Chemistry who have excelled in all previous assessments and 
achieved a B grade or higher in Chemistry on their Year 11 (Grade 10) final report.
Assessment Objectives
Students must demonstrate knowledge of:
• Quantitative chemistry, Avogadro’s constant, chemical equations and formulas
• Atomic structures, mass spectrometry, electron arrangement and configuration
• Periodicity, including basic properties and trends ,and first row d-block elements
• Bonding, including ionic and covalent bonding, hybridization and delocalization
• Energetics, including endo/exothermic reactions, enthalpy change, Hess’s Law, Born-Haber cycles and spontaneity.
• Kinetics, acids and bases, and equilibrium
• Oxidation and reduction, including electrolysis
• Organic chemistry, including nucleophilic reactions, elimination reactions and reaction pathways
• Data processing

Standard Level Honors 
Prior Learning
This course is recommended for students with good understanding of 
Chemistry who achieved a C grade or higher in Chemistry on their Year 11 
(Grade 10) final report.
Assessment Objectives
Students must demonstrate knowledge of:
• Quantitative chemistry, Avogadro’s constant, chemical equations and 

formulas
• Atomic structures, mass spectrometry, electron arrangement and 

configuration
• Periodicity, including basic properties and trends
• Bonding, including ionic and covalent bonding
• Energetics: endo/exothermic reactions, enthalpy change and Hess’s Law
• Kinetics, acids and bases, and equilibrium
• Oxidation and reduction
• Organic chemistry
• Data processing

College Prep
Prior Learning
This course is recommended for students with limited background in Chemistry. 
Assessment Objectives
Students must demonstrate knowledge of:

• Quantitative chemistry, Avogadro’s constant, equations and formulas
• Atomic structures and electron arrangement
• Periodicity
• Bonding, including ionic and covalent bonding

• Energetics, including endo/exothermic reactions
• Kinetics, acids and bases, and equilibrium
• Oxidation and reduction
• Organic chemistry

Higher & Standard Level Honors 
Assessments

Assessment Weight

3 External Papers 80%

Internal Assessments (lab work, essays, projects) 20%

College Prep Assessments
Assessment Weight

Final Paper 80%

Internal Assessments (lab work, essays, projects) 20%
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Physics
IB Physics takes students on a fundamental journey through the fabric of life, into the cosmos and through time. Students gain insight 
into the history and culture of great civilizations, and also adopt skills in creativity and imagination through learning about mechanics, 
electricity and magnetism, astrophysics, relativity, the principles of engineering, and the commerce of material science. This course 
equips students with key skills prized by many around the world, including universities and employers that actively seek high-level 
Physics students to study other subjects, like medicine.

Prior Learning
Higher Level Honors
This course is recommended for students who achieved an A grade or higher in Science and Mathematics on their Year 11 (Grade 10) 
final report.

Standard Level Honors
This course is recommended for students who achieved a B grade or higher in Science and a C grade or higher in Mathematics on their 
Year 11 (Grade 10) final report.

College Prep
This course is recommended for students who have previously taken a course involving Physics, but no previous learning is required.

Assessment Objectives
All Physics students must demonstrate knowledge of:
• Mechanics and forces
• Electricity and magnetism
• Climate science
• Nuclear and atomic physics
• Particle physics
• Astrophysics

Higher and Standard Level students must also demonstrate knowledge of:
• Ideas behind Physics: theories, laws, paradigm shifts, and the economical, philosophical and cultural development of science

Higher Level students must also demonstrate knowledge of:
• Electronics
• Force fields
• Electromagnetic induction
• Quantum physics
• Enhanced mathematical skills in algebra, calculus and statistics

Higher & Standard Level Honors 
Assessments

Assessment Weight

Terminal Exams 80%

Internal Assessments (lab work) 20%

College Prep Assessments
Assessment Weight

Terminal Exams 50%

Internal Assessments (lab work, essays, projects) 50%
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Assessment Weight

Terminal Exams 80%

Internal Assessments (lab work) 20%

Assessment Weight

Terminal Exams 50%

Internal Assessments (lab work, essays, projects) 50%

Years 12 & 13 Curriculum Guide

Group 5:
Mathematics

18



Mathematics
The nature of Mathematics can be summarized in a number of ways; it can be seen as a well-defined body of knowledge, an abstract 
system of ideas or a useful tool. For many people, it’s probably a combination of these, but there is no doubt that mathematical 
knowledge provides an important key to understanding the world in which we live. Some people enjoy the challenges offered by the 
logical methods of Mathematics and the adventure in reason that mathematical proof has to offer.

Higher Level Honors 
Prior Learning
Students must possess detailed knowledge of mathematical concepts and be equipped with the skills needed to correctly apply 
complex mathematical techniques. We recommend this course for students who achieved a grade of A* in Mathematics on their Year 
11 (Grade 10) final report.

Assessment Objectives
Students must demonstrate knowledge of the following topics.

• Arithmetic and geometric sequences and series
• Exponents and logarithms
• Binomial theorem
• Complex numbers
• De Moivre’s theorem
• Functions and transformations
• Quadratic equations
• Circular functions
• Trigonometric equations and identities

• Vectors
• Normal distributions
• Probability
• Mean, variance and standard deviation
• Differential and integral calculus
• Option Modules: statistics and probability; sets, relations 

and groups; further calculus; discrete mathematics

Standard Level Honors 
Prior Learning
Students must possess detailed knowledge of mathematical concepts and be equipped with the skills needed to correctly apply 
complex mathematical techniques. We recommend this course for students who achieved a grade of A in Mathematics on their Year 11 
(Grade 10) final report.

Assessment Objectives
Students must demonstrate knowledge of the following topics.

• Arithmetic and geometric sequences and series
• Exponents and logarithms
• Binomial theorem
• Functions and transformations
• Quadratic equations
• Circular functions

• Trigonometric equations and identities
• Normal distributions
• Probability
• Mean, variance and standard deviation
• Differential and integral calculus

Standard Level Honors Math Studies
Prior Learning
Students must possess knowledge of mathematical concepts and be 
equipped with the skills needed to correctly apply simple mathematical 
techniques. We recommend this course for students who achieved a C grade 
or higher in IGCSE Mathematics or an A grade in College Prep Mathematics on 
their Year 11 (Grade 10) final report.

Mathematics Assessments
Assessment Weight

Final Exam 80%

Internal Assessment Project 20%
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Assessment Weight

Final Exam 80%

Internal Assessment Project 20%

Assessment Objectives
Students must demonstrate knowledge of the following topics.

• Number and algebra
• Arithmetic and geometric sequences and series
• Financial applications
• Interpreting statistics
• Mean, variance and standard deviation
• Logic sets and probability

• Normal distributions
• Bivariate data
• Chi-squared tests
• Trigonometry
• Functions and equations
• Introductory differential calculus

College Prep
Prior Learning
This course caters to students with varied backgrounds and abilities in Mathematics. It’s designed to build confidence and prepare 
students for college studies. Students taking this course are assumed to have studied Mathematics in the past, but there are no prior 
learning requirements.

Assessment Objectives
Students must demonstrate knowledge of the following topics.

• Number and algebra
• Arithmetic and geometric sequences and series
• Financial applications
• Interpreting statistics
• Averages
• Probability
• Triangular  trigonometry
• Functions and equations
• Introductory differential calculus
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Group 6:
The Arts
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Visual Arts 
The nature of Visual Arts is central to developing capable, inquiring and knowledgeable young people, and encourages students 
to explore their ideas within international contexts. Supporting the principles of the IB mission statement (to foster students’ 
appreciation of diverse world cultures and traditions), IB Visual Arts fuels respect for cultural and aesthetic differences, and promotes 
creative thinking and problem solving. Students engage in practical exploration, artistic production and independent contextual, 
visual and critical investigation. The course prepares students to study arts in higher education and also welcomes students who seek 
life enrichment through arts.

Prior Learning
Higher Level Honors
This course is recommended for students who achieved a B grade or higher in Art and C grade or higher in English on their Year 11 
(Grade 10) final report. Students should demonstrate passion for Visual Arts and the ability to independently produce work that meets 
assessment objectives.

Standard Level Honors
This course is recommended for students who achieved a C grade or higher in Art and C grade or higher in English on their Year 11 
(Grade 10) final report. Students should demonstrate the ability to analytically interpret artwork.

College Prep
No previous study is required, but students should have genuine interest in Visual Arts. To be considered for this course, students must 
submit a portfolio of work that meets the school’s requirements. 

Assessment Objectives
Comparative Study
• Analyze formal qualities.
• Interpret function and purpose
• Evaluate cultural significance.
• Make comparisons and connections.
• Present and appropriately use subject-specific language.
• Make connections to own art-making practice.

Process Portfolio
• Demonstrate solid skills, techniques and processes.
• Conduct critical investigations.
• Clearly communicate ideas and intentions.
• Demonstrate ability to review, refine and reflect on work.

Exhibition
• Produce a coherent body of work.
• Demonstrate technical competence.
• Showcase conceptual qualities.

Higher Level Honors Assessments
Assessment Weight

14 Exhibition Works 40%

20 Process Portfolio Slides 40%

Comparative, Illustrative Essay (3,000 words) 20%

15-Minute Interview -

Exhibition -

College Prep Assessments

Standard Level Honors Assessments
Assessment Weight

10 Exhibition Works 40%

16 Process Portfolio Slides 40%

Comparative, Illustrative Essay (3,000 words) 20%

15-Minute Interview -

Exhibition -

Assessment Weight

12 Studio Pieces and Accompanying Sketchbook 100%

10-Minute Interview -

Exhibition -
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Computer Science
Computer Science requires understanding of the fundamental concepts of computational thinking as well as knowledge of how 
computers and other digital devices operate. IB Computer Science is engaging, accessible, inspiring and rigorous, and draws on a wide 
spectrum of knowledge. The course enables and empowers innovation, exploration and the acquisition of further knowledge, teaching 
students how Computer Science interacts with and influences cultures and society, and how individuals and societies behave. 

Students explore ethical issues and learn to use computational thinking, involves the ability to think procedurally, logically, 
concurrently, abstractly, recursively and in advance. Students utilize an experimental and inquiry-based approach to problem solving: 
developing algorithms and expressing them clearly, and appreciating how theoretical and practical limitations affect the extent to 
which problems can be solved computationally. In the course, students develop computational solutions, which involves the ability 
to identify a problem or unanswered question; design, prototype and test a proposed solution; and liaise with clients to evaluate the 
success of the proposed solution and make recommendations for future developments.

Computer Science has links with related subjects, notably Information Technology in a Global Society (ITGS), but it should be noted 
there are clear differences between the subjects.

Prior Learning
Higher & Standard Level Honors
Students must have achieved a B grade or higher in Mathematics and IGCSE Computer Science on their Year 11 (Grade 10) final report. 
They should also have an overall interest in computer programming.

College Prep
Students must have achieved a C grade or higher in Mathematics and IGCSE Computer Science on their Year 11 (Grade 10) final report. 
They should also have an overall interest in computer programming.

Assessment Objectives
• Know, understand, apply and use relevant facts and concepts.
• Know, understand, apply and use appropriate methods and techniques.
• Know and understand science terminology, and apply and use it to 

communicate effectively.
• Know, understand, apply and use methods of presenting information.
• Construct, analyze, evaluate and formulate success criteria and solution 

specifications, including task outlines, designs and test plans.
• Construct, analyze, evaluate and formulate appropriate techniques 

within a specified solution.
• Demonstrate the personal skills of cooperation and perseverance as well 

as appropriate technical skills for effective problem solving in developing 
a specified product.

Options for Higher and Standard Level Honors students include:
• Databases
• Modeling and simulation
• Web science
• Object-oriented programming (OOP)
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Higher Level Honors Assessments
Assessment Weight

Paper 1 40%

Paper 2 20%

Paper 3 20%

Internal Assessment 20%

Standard Level Honors Assessments
Assessment Weight

Paper 1 45%

Paper 2 25%

Internal Assessment 30%

College Prep Assessments
Assessment Weight

Paper 1 20%

Paper 2 20%

Continued Assessment 60%



Assessment Weight

Paper 1 40%

Paper 2 20%

Paper 3 20%

Internal Assessment 20%

Assessment Weight

Paper 1 45%

Paper 2 25%

Internal Assessment 30%

Assessment Weight

Paper 1 20%

Paper 2 20%

Continued Assessment 60%

Film
Film is both an art form and powerful medium for communication. IB Film aims to develop students’ skills so they become adept 
at interpreting and making film texts. Emphasizing the importance of working individually and collaboratively, the course enables 
students to develop the professional and technical skills (including organization) needed to creatively express themselves in film. A 
challenge for students following this course is to become aware of their own perspectives and biases, and to learn to respect those of 
others.

Prior Learning
This course is recommended for students who achieved a B grade or higher in Media Studies on their Year 11 (Grade 10) final report.

Assessment Objectives
• Understand the variety of ways in which film creates meaning.
• Understand and effectively use appropriate film language.
• Show originality and creativity in developing an idea through the various 

stages of film-making, from conception to finished production.
• Demonstrate technical skills and appropriate use of available technology.
• Draw together knowledge, skills, research and experience, and apply 

analytically to evaluate film texts.
• Understand the historical, theoretical, sociocultural, economic and 

institutional contexts of film in more than one country.
• Research, plan and organize working processes.
• Reflect upon and evaluate film production processes and completed film 

texts.

Higher Level Honors Assessments
Assessment Weight

Rationale, Script & Sources (12-15 pages) for 
Documentary Production 25%

Oral Presentation of Textual Film Analysis 
(15 minutes) 25%

Film Production
Completed Film (6-7 minutes)
Associated Trailer (40-60 seconds)
Film Rationale (100 words)
Trailer Rationale (100 words)
Written Commentary (1,750 words)

50%

College Prep Assessments

Standard Level Honors Assessments
Assessment Weight

Rationale, Script & Sources (8-10 pages) for 
Documentary Production 25%

Oral Presentation of Textual Film Analysis 
(10 minutes) 25%

Film Production
Completed Film (4-5 minutes)
Film Rationale (100 words)
Written Commentary (1,200 words)

50%

Assessment Weight

Critical Analysis of Films from Other Cultures 
(1,200 words) 25%

Oral Presentation of Textual Film Analysis (5 
minutes) 25%

Film Production
Completed Film (4-5 minutes)
Film Rationale (100 words)
Written Commentary (1,200 words)

50%
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Music
Music functions as a means of personal and communal identity and expression, and embodies the social and cultural values of 
individuals and communities. This scenario invites exciting exploration and sensitive study. Music and all of its associations may vary 
considerably from one musical culture to another, yet music may share similarities. Such richness offers a variety of ways to encounter 
and engage with a constantly changing world. A vibrant musical education fosters curiosity and openness to both familiar and 
unfamiliar musical worlds.

Prior Learning
Higher Level Honors
Students must have achieved an A grade in Music on their Year 11 (Grade 10) report, or achieved a grade of 6 or higher on the ABRSM 
Instrumental and Theory tests.

Standard Level Honors
Students must have at least two years of experience with an instrument or instrumental teacher, or have followed the ABRSM course 
in Years 10 & 11 (Grades 9 & 10).

College Prep
Students must have achieved a C grade or higher in Year 11 (Grade 10) Music. It’s advisable that students pursuing this course are also 
passionate about music and play an instrument, sing or compose music.

Assessment Objectives
All Music students must:
• Demonstrate knowledge, understanding and perception of music in 

relation to time, place and cultures.
• Use appropriate music terminology to describe and reflect critical 

understanding of music.
• Perform comparative analysis of music in relation to time, place and 

cultures.
• Showcase creative skills through exploration, control and development 

of musical elements.
• Demonstrate performance skills through solo music-making or group 

music-making.
• Develop critical thinking skills through reflective thought.

Higher Level students must also:
• Create a portfolio of compositional work inspired by the different areas of 

music studied.
• Perform a recital based on instrumental music, consisting of both solo 

and ensemble pieces.
• Perform comparative analysis of music in relation to time, place and 

cultures, in response to pieces not previously studied.

Standard Level students must also:
• Create a portfolio of compositional work inspired by the different areas of music studied OR perform a recital based on 

instrumental music, consisting of both solo and ensemble pieces.
• Perform comparative analysis of music in relation to time, place and cultures.

College Prep students must also:
• Compose a piece inspired by the different areas of music studied OR perform two contrasting pieces.
 

Higher & Standard Level Honors
Assessments

Assessment Weight

External Listening Paper 30%

External Musical Links Investigation 20%

Internal Composition and Performance 50%

College Prep Assessments
Assessment Weight

Internal Listening Paper 30%

Internal Musical Links Investigation 20%

Internal Performing or Creating Project 50%
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Assessment Weight

External Listening Paper 30%

External Musical Links Investigation 20%

Internal Composition and Performance 50%

Assessment Weight

Internal Listening Paper 30%

Internal Musical Links Investigation 20%

Internal Performing or Creating Project 50%

Design & Technology
The study of Design & Technology focuses on the links between innovation and creativity. Design is human-centered and focuses 
on the needs, wants and limitations of the end user. IB Design & Technology students focus on the analysis, development, synthesis 
and evaluation required during the design process. The course is structured on three core elements: the nature of design, the role of 
science and technology in design, and the characteristics of a good designer. The technological study of materials, manufacturing 
processes and the changes these have brought to society are the focus of this part of the course. Students develop an understanding 
of the possibilities offered by science in order to realize the full potential of what they can design in terms of utilizing new technologies, 
products and systems. 

Inquiry and problem solving are at the heart of the subject and students learn to utilize the Design Cycle Model through the 
development of their work.   

Prior Learning
Higher Level Honors
Students must have good prior knowledge of design and materials. They must also have achieved a B grade or higher in Design & 
Technology, Mathematics and Physics on their Year 11 (Grade 10) final report. 

Standard Level Honors
Students should possess the attributes of an inquiring mind, but aren’t required to have completed a previous design course. It is 
recommended that students have achieved a C grade or higher in Design & Technology on their Year 11 (Grade 10) final report. 

College Prep
It’s recommended that students have some scientific background. However, prior knowledge of design or materials is not required.

Assessment Objectives
All Design & Technology students must demonstrate understanding of:
• Human factors and ergonomics
• Resource management and sustainable production
• Modeling
• Final production
• Innovation and design
• Classic design

Higher Level students must also demonstrate understanding of:
• User-centered design
• Sustainability
• Innovation and markets
• Commercial production

Higher Level Honors Assessments
Assessment Weight

Paper 1 20%

Paper 2 20%

Paper 3 20%

Design Project 40%

College Prep Assessments

Standard Level Honors Assessments
Assessment Weight

Paper 1 30%

Paper 2 30%

Design Project 40%

Assessment Weight

6 Topic Assessments 60%

Design Project 40%
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Sports, Exercise and Health Science (SEHS)
Attaining excellence in sports is the result of innate ability or skill, the dedicated pursuit of a program of physical and mental training, 
and appropriate nutrition. The design of training programs should not be left to chance; rather, it should be approached thoughtfully, 
analytically and with careful consideration of the physiological, biomechanical and psychological demands of activity. This is the 
role of the Sports and Exercise Scientist, who, regardless of the athletic event, should be equipped with the necessary knowledge to 
competently perform this task. In a world where many millions of people are physically inactive and afflicted by chronic disease and ill 
health, the Sports and Exercise Scientist should be equally proficient in prescribing exercise for the promotion of health and wellbeing.

Scientific inquiry, conducted over many decades, has accumulated a vast amount of information across a range of sub-disciplines that 
contribute to our understanding of health and human performance in relation to sports and exercise. IB SEHS involves the study of 
the science that underpins physical performance and provides the opportunity to apply these principles. The course incorporates the 
traditional disciplines of anatomy and physiology, biomechanics, psychology and nutrition, which students explore in the context of 
sports, exercise and health. Students cover a range of core and optional topics, and carry out practical (experimental) investigations in 
laboratory and field settings. This provides an opportunity to acquire the knowledge and understanding necessary to apply scientific 
principles and critically analyze human performance. Where relevant, the course addresses issues of international dimension and 
ethics by considering sports, exercise and health relative to the individual and in a global context.

Prior Learning
Standard Level Honors
This course is recommended for students who achieved a B grade or higher in Honors Physical Education and a C grade or higher in 
Honors Science courses on their Year 11 (Grade 10) final report.

College Prep
It’s recommended that students have previously studied Physical Education or Biology at Honors or College Prep Level.

Assessment Objectives
• Demonstrate understanding of scientific facts and concepts; methods, techniques and terminology; and methods of presenting 

scientific information.
• Apply and use facts, concepts, methods, techniques and terminology to effectively communicate and present scientific 

information.
• Construct, analyze and evaluate hypotheses, research questions and predictions; scientific methods and techniques; and 

scientific explanations.
• Demonstrate the personal skills of cooperation, perseverance and responsibility appropriate for effective scientific investigation 

and problem-solving.
• Demonstrate the manipulative skills necessary to carry out scientific investigations with precision and safety.

Sports, Exercise and Health Science
Assessments

Assessment Weight

Multiple-Choice Paper 20%

Open-Ended Response Paper 32%

Short-Answer Response Paper 24%

Internal Assessment 24%
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Assessment Weight

Multiple-Choice Paper 20%

Open-Ended Response Paper 32%

Short-Answer Response Paper 24%

Internal Assessment 24%

Extracurricular Sports
Students may also participate in the sports clubs below. We are a member of the Illinois High School Association (IHSA), and our teams 
compete against schools across the Chicago area, including other private schools such as Lycée Français de Chicago, Chicago City Day 
School, Bernard Zell Anshe Emet Day School, Near North Montessori School, Urban Prairie Waldorf School and Catherine Cook School. 
Our sports teams are open to all students and require a high level of commitment to training and fixtures. 

Competitive Sports
Autumn Term
September- October

Winter Term 1
November-December

Winter Term 2
December-February

Spring Term 1
February-April

Spring Term 2
May-June

Boys Soccer
Girls Volleyball
Cross Country
Tennis
Golf
Rowing

Boys Basketball
Girls Basketball
Badminton

Boys Basketball
Girls Basketball
Futsal

Boys Volleyball
Girls Soccer
Track & Field
Tennis
Golf
Swimming
Water Polo
Rowing

Boys Volleyball
Girls Soccer
Track & Field
Tennis
Golf
Swimming
Rowing

Noncompetitive Sports
Autumn Term
September- October

Winter Term 1
November-December

Winter Term 2
December-February

Spring Term 1
February-April

Spring Term 2
May-June

Basketball
Badminton
Rugby
Dance
OAA
Fitness Suite
Netball

Basketball
Gymnastics
Futsal
Dodgeball
Dance
Fitness Suite
Netball

Basketball
Gymnastics
Handball
Dodgeball
Dance
OAA
Fitness Suite
Netball

Basketball
Lacrosse
Field Hockey
Dance
OAA
Rugby
Fitness Suite
Netball

Basketball
Rounders
Cricket
Dance
Rugby
Pickleball
Fitness Suite
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Assessment

Purpose of Assessment
Assessment is the gathering and analysis of information about student performance. It identifies what students know, understand, 
can do and feel at different stages in the learning process; this information guides teachers in instruction. Assessment is an ongoing 
and daily part of school life, and the formative comments students receive develop their understanding of the skills and knowledge 
required to be successful in each course. At BISC South Loop, the aims and purpose of assessment are to:

• Provide information to enhance and improve learning and teaching.
• Provide information for target-setting for individuals, groups and cohorts.
• Share learning goals with students.
• Involve students in self-assessment.
• Help students know and recognize the standards they’re aiming for.
• Raise standards of learning.
• Identify children for intervention.
• Inform parents of their son/daughter’s progress.
• Complete a critical self-evaluation of the school.
• Measure progress and value added.

IB Assessment
The IBDP culminates in written examinations marked by external IB examiners. Students also complete assessment tasks in school, 
which are initially marked by teachers and then moderated by external examiners, or sent directly to external examiners. IB subjects 
are assessed using a points system from 1 to 7. The IB Diploma is awarded to students who achieve at least 24 points (subject to 
minimum levels of performance across the whole program) and satisfactorily complete the Extended Essay and Creativity, Action and 
Service requirements. The highest total an IBDP student can achieve is 45 points.

Setting Targets
Regardless of previous academic achievement, students are expected to make appropriate progress and continually improve. Our 
teachers are highly trained in estimating and setting academic targets that challenge student learning. Teachers use students’ results 
to set challenging, yet achievable academic targets. High School students usually achieve short-term targets by each academic 
report and long-term targets by the end of the school year or the end of High School. We continually track and monitor the academic 
achievements of every student in every subject to ensure they’re reaching their goals. Students also reflect on their academic 
achievement during every lesson and after homework assignments and assessments. If a teacher identifies a student whose progress 
is slowing, the school administers an individual learning plan to help ensure the student is back on track by the next academic report. 

Academic Reports
Academic reports describe students’ academic and social development and list targets in all subjects for the student to concentrate 
on before the next report. Teachers communicate with families about student achievement and progress in four reports during the 
school year:

1. October Half-Term
2. Beginning of January
3. Before Spring Break
4. Beginning of June 

Staff use results from the October and Spring academic reports to evaluate which course route each student should pursue. The 
student’s course route and attainment grade are detailed on the academic reports in January and June, and entered onto their college 
transcript. Any transitions between course routes must be discussed among the student, parents, teachers and School Leadership 
Team. There are parent consultations with teachers scheduled during the school year. Parents may also meet with teachers outside of 
the consultation dates. 
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Health
healthy lifestyles; healthy eating and exercise; mental and emotional health; sex 
and relationships education; drug, alcohol and tobacco education

Managing Risk
financial and career choices; personal safety; internet 
safety and violent incidents

Relationships
developing and maintaining positive relationships; dealing with negative 
relationships which may include bullying and sexual violence

Loss
bereavement, separation and 
divorce

Change
managing transition, adversity and 
developing resilience

Career Choices
enterprise, business and 
finance

Personal Finance
savings, debt and 
budgeting

Service Learning
volunteering, civic 
responsibility

$

!

Advisory Learning Areas 

Community Time 
Secondary students take part in Community Time on Wednesday afternoons. Community Time prepares them for life after 
BISC by supporting their holistic development through varied activities, such as field trips directly related to their studies. 
There are also leadership opportunities, in-school workshops and numerous community service initiatives.

Advisory and Community Time

Advisory
Each student is part of an Advisory group, led by a teacher (Advisor), that meets weekly to provide students with an 
opportunity to interact with peers in a structured and supervised environment, but outside of academic lessons. It’s also a 
chance for students to receive mentoring and guidance from their Advisor. Students follow a planned program of social and 
emotional learning throughout the program, which helps them acquire the knowledge, understanding and skills they need 
to manage their lives now and in the future. The wide-ranging curriculum prepares students to manage the most critical 
opportunities, challenges and responsibilities they will face and helps them connect and apply the knowledge they gain in all 
school subjects to practical, real-life situations.

31





Questions?
BISC South Loop
161 W. 9th Street
Chicago, IL 60605

(773) 599-BISC

www.bischicagosl.org

Headmaster
Michael Horton
mike.horton@bischicagosl.org

Head of Secondary School
Andrew Gilhooly
andrew.gilhooly@bischicagosl.org

Assistant Head of Secondary 
School, Academics
Andrew Stone
andrew.stone@bischicagosl.org

High School Dean
Alex Wilkins
alexander.wilkins@bischicagosl.org


