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Reading at home – how to support 
understanding
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Progress . . .
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At Nord Anglia we aim to exceed expected progress.  
Our ambitious philosophy allows all children to achieve 
highly and to regularly exceed their own targets.  

It is very easy to worry about levels and over-
emphasise their importance. It is perfectly ordinary for 
a child to be above or below the norm, for reasons 
such as their educational background, exposure to 
English or time spent in a particular curriculum.  Most 
important is measuring each child as an individual and 
charting their individual progress.



What you may already know . . .
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• Read with your child

• Encourage your child to read every night

• Provide a comfortable, quiet space for reading

• Provide a variety of reading materials that will interest 
your child

• Incentives are ok!

• You don’t have to read the book yourself to be able to 
help your child!



4 Kinds of questioning
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1. Layout – Why is such and such like this…

2. Summary – What is this paragraph/section about…

3. Technique – Why did the writer choose this word or 
say it that way? What is he/she trying to achieve?

4. Thinking – We’ll come onto this one later…



1. Layout 

Léman International School Chengdu



1. Layout 
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1. Why is ‘The Great Wall’ written in capital letters? 
2. Why are there numbered boxes around the picture? 
3. Why is there a comic strip around the edge? 



1. Layout 
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1. Why is ‘The Great Wall’ written in capital letters? To tell you what 
this section is about. 

2. Why are there numbered boxes around the picture? To explain 
different parts of it.

3. Why is there a comic strip around the edge? To put the 
information into a story. 



1. Layout 
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• Working with one or 
two people sat nearby, 
make two or three 
layout questions about 
this page.

• Layout – Why is such 
and such like this…

Why are there words under the 
picture?

Why is the page split into 
different sections?

What are the subheadings for?



2. Summary
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‘She stepped to one side. Behind the 
large iron gate which stood at the end of the 
graveyard were a small group of children. 
Many of them were filthy and very poorly 
clad. Only a handful had a blazer or coat. 
They all looked bewildered and exhausted. 
One tiny dark-haired girl in the front was 
hanging firmly on to a new teddy-bear.

她走到一边，收容所尽头的大铁门后面站着一群孩子。

他们中大部分人的穿着又脏又破，只有少数的孩子有衣服穿。
他们看起来都非常茫然和筋疲力尽。站在前面的一个瘦小的
黑发女孩紧紧地抓着一个新泰迪熊。
-----摘自《晚安，汤姆先生》



2. Summary
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It describes the state of a group of children who have been 
relocated. It tells us how they are feeling and gives us clues 
about how well they are looked after.

‘She stepped to one side. Behind the 
large iron gate which stood at the end of the 
graveyard were a small group of children. 
Many of them were filthy and very poorly 
clad. Only a handful had a blazer or coat. 
They all looked bewildered and exhausted. 
One tiny dark-haired girl in the front was 
hanging firmly on to a new teddy-bear.



2. Summary
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‘Tom scratched his head. The village children were 
reading at least some words by the time they were six. This 
boy was eight, so he said. He glanced down at the label on 
the table to check. ‘William Beech. Born Sept. 7th 1930’

‘Nine on Thursdee,’ he remarked. ‘Your birthday’s in 
five days time’. Willie didn’t understand what was so 
particularly special about that.’

汤姆抓了抓头，村里的孩子在六岁的时候至少已经学了
一些词。但是这个男孩已经八岁了，他说。他瞥了一眼
桌子上的标签确认了一下。“威廉姆.比驰，生于1930年
9月7日。”

“星期四，九岁。”他说，“还有5天你就要过生日
了。”威利不知道他的生日到底有什么特别的。



2. Summary
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‘Tom scratched his head. The village children were 
reading at least some words by the time they were six. This boy 
was eight, so he said. He glanced down at the label on the table 
to check. ‘William Beech. Born Sept. 7th 1930’

‘Nine on Thursdee,’ he remarked. ‘Your birthday’s in five 
days time’. Willie didn’t understand what was so particularly 
special about that.’

Correct answers refer to the state of the boy, 
summarising what is there: 

’It tells you how poor Willie is’ 

‘It’s about how Willie is behind other children’ 

‘It’s about Willie not knowing why his birthday 
is important’.



3. Technique
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‘Tom scratched his head. The village children were 
reading at least some words by the time they were six. This boy 
was eight, so he said. He glanced down at the label on the table 
to check. ‘William Beech. Born Sept. 7th 1930’

‘Nine on Thursdee,’ he remarked. ‘Your birthday’s in five 
days time’. Willie didn’t understand what was so particularly 
special about that.’

汤姆抓了抓头，村里的孩子在六岁的时候至少已经学了一

些词。但是这个男孩已经八岁了，他说。他瞥了一眼桌子上
的标签确认了一下。“威廉姆.比驰，生于1930年9月7日。”

“星期四，九岁。”他说，“还有5天你就要过生日了。”
威利不知道他的生日到底有什么特别的。



3. Technique
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‘Tom scratched his head. The village children were reading at least some words by the 
time they were six. This boy was eight, so he said. He glanced down at the label on the table to 
check. ‘William Beech. Born Sept. 7th 1930’

‘Nine on Thursdee,’ he remarked. ‘Your birthday’s in five days time’. Willie didn’t 
understand what was so particularly special about that.’

Why has the author chosen to make Willie unaware of what is 
special about his birthday? 

Why did the author get Mr. Tom to scratch his head? 

Why did the author include ‘so he said’? 



3. Technique
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‘Tom scratched his head. The village children were reading at least some words by the 
time they were six. This boy was eight, so he said. He glanced down at the label on the table to 
check. ‘William Beech. Born Sept. 7th 1930’

‘Nine on Thursdee,’ he remarked. ‘Your birthday’s in five days time’. Willie didn’t 
understand what was so particularly special about that.’

Why has the author chosen to make Willie unaware of what is 
special about his birthday? To show how Willie has been 
neglected.

Why did the author get Mr. Tom to scratch his head? To show 
that Tom is confused.

Why did the author include ‘so he said’? Because Tom doubts 
Willie’s age.



3. Technique
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Tom opened the letter.  ‘Dear Sir or Madam,’ it read, ‘I asked if Willie could go and stay with God-
fearing people so I hope he is. Like most boys he’s full of sin but he’s promised to be good…I’ve put 
the belt in for when he’s bad…Tell him his Mum says he’d better be good. Mrs. Beech.

Tom folded the letter and put it in to his pocket. He found the belt at the bottom of the bag. It was 
a brown leather one with a steel buckle… Willie stood with his back to the fire and stared uneasily 
up at him.

Tom was angry.  ‘While you’re in my house,’ he said in a choked voice, ‘you’ll live by my rules. I ent
ever hit a child and if I ever do it’ll be with the skin of me hand. You got that?’

汤姆打开了信。“亲爱的先生或夫人，”上面写着，“我问威利是否可以和他待在一起，我
希望他是敬畏上帝的人。像大多数男孩一样，他充满了邪恶，但他
答应过会变好…在他做坏事的时候我已经准备好了皮带。。。告诉他他的妈妈叫他最好乖乖
的。比奇夫人。

汤姆把信折起来放进口袋里。他在袋子的底部找到了皮带。那是一个棕色的带钢扣的皮革…
威利背对着炉火站着，不安地抬头看着他。

汤姆很生气。“你在我家的时候，”他哽咽着说，“你要按照我的规则生活。我从来没有打
过孩子，如果我真的打过，那就会用手打。明白了吗？“



3. Technique

Léman International School Chengdu

Why did the author make Tom angry? 

Why has the author included the detail of the 
steel buckle? 

Why does the author say that Willie ‘Stared up uneasily at him’? 

Tom opened the letter.  ‘Dear Sir or Madam,’ it read, ‘I asked if Willie could go and stay with God-
fearing people so I hope he is. Like most boys he’s full of sin but he’s promised to be good…I’ve put 
the belt in for when he’s bad…Tell him his Mum says he’d better be good. Mrs. Beech.

Tom folded the letter and put it in to his pocket. He found the belt at the bottom of the bag. It was 
a brown leather one with a steel buckle… Willie stood with his back to the fire and stared uneasily 
up at him.

Tom was angry.  ‘While you’re in my house,’ he said in a choked voice, ‘you’ll live by my rules. I ent
ever hit a child and if I ever do it’ll be with the skin of me hand. You got that?’



3. Technique
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Why did the author make Tom angry? To show his disgust at 
hitting children.

Why has the author included the detail of the steel buckle? 
To make you sympathise with Willie.

Why does the author say that Willie ‘Stared up uneasily at him’? 
To show that he is afraid/nervous/smaller than Tom.

Tom opened the letter.  ‘Dear Sir or Madam,’ it read, ‘I asked if Willie could go and stay with God-
fearing people so I hope he is. Like most boys he’s full of sin but he’s promised to be good…I’ve put 
the belt in for when he’s bad…Tell him his Mum says he’d better be good. Mrs. Beech.

Tom folded the letter and put it in to his pocket. He found the belt at the bottom of the bag. It was 
a brown leather one with a steel buckle… Willie stood with his back to the fire and stared uneasily 
up at him.

Tom was angry.  ‘While you’re in my house,’ he said in a choked voice, ‘you’ll live by my rules. I ent
ever hit a child and if I ever do it’ll be with the skin of me hand. You got that?’



4. Thinking
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We use these questions to develop children’s 
understanding and promote thinking at three levels: 

Retrieval – Spotting details that are present. 

Deduction – Figuring out what is not explicitly written. 

Inference – Determining what might be to come/author 
attitudes to given subjects. 

Don’t try to ‘jump’ too quickly!



4. Thinking
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Tom opened the letter.

‘Dear Sir or Madam,’ it read, ‘I asked if Willie could go and 
stay with God-fearing people so I hope he is. Like most boys he’s full of 
sin but he’s promised to be good…I’ve put the belt in for when he’s 
bad…Tell him his Mum says he’d better be good. Mrs. Beech.

Tom folded the letter and put it in to his pocket. He found the 
belt at the bottom of the bag. It was a brown leather one with a steel 
buckle… Willie stood with his back to the fire and stared uneasily up at 
him.

Tom was angry.

‘While you’re in my house,’ he said in a choked voice, ‘you’ll 
live by my rules. I ent ever hit a child and if I ever do it’ll be with the skin 
of me hand. You got that?’

Retrieval:
• What did Tom 

open?
• How did Tom feel? 

Deduction:
• Where is this happening?
• How did Willie feel?

Inference:
• What does the author think about 

people like Willie’s mum?
• How might Willie’s life be different 

with Mr. Tom?



4. Thinking
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Tom opened the letter.

‘Dear Sir or Madam,’ it read, ‘I asked if Willie could go and 
stay with God-fearing people so I hope he is. Like most boys he’s full of 
sin but he’s promised to be good…I’ve put the belt in for when he’s 
bad…Tell him his Mum says he’d better be good. Mrs. Beech.

Tom folded the letter and put it in to his pocket. He found the 
belt at the bottom of the bag. It was a brown leather one with a steel 
buckle… Willie stood with his back to the fire and stared uneasily up at 
him.

Tom was angry.

‘While you’re in my house,’ he said in a choked voice, ‘you’ll 
live by my rules. I ent ever hit a child and if I ever do it’ll be with the skin 
of me hand. You got that?’

Retrieval:
• What did Tom 

open? The letter.
• How did Tom feel? 

Angry. 

Deduction:
• Where is this 

happening? In 
Tom’s house.

• How did Willie 
feel? Relived and 
happy.

Inference:
• What does the author think about people like 

Willie’s mum? Thinks they are cruel.
• How might Willie’s life be different with Mr. 

Tom? A happier, less fearful life.



4. Thinking
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Tom glanced out at the window at the oak tree where Rachel and his son were 
buried. She used to love painting, wild flowers and pretty lace, sweet jams, freshly 
brewed beer. Since her death he had never wanted to touch anything that might 
remind him of her. Trust a strange boy to soften him up. The odd thing was that, 
after he had entered the paint shop, he had felt as if a heavy wave of sadness had 
suddenly been lifted from out of him. Memories of her didn’t seem as painful as he 
had imagined.

汤姆瞥了一眼窗外那棵橡树，树下埋葬着瑞秋和他的儿子。她以前钟爱绘画，
野花和漂亮的蕾丝，甜酱，以及品尝鲜酿的啤酒。自从她死后，他从来没想
过接触任何能让他想起她的东西。相信一个陌生的男孩能使他内心软化。奇
怪的是
走进油漆店后，他感到一阵沉重的悲伤突然从身体里奔泻而出。对她的记忆
似乎没有他想象的那么痛苦。



4. Thinking
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Retrieval – Spotting details that are present.

Deduction – Figuring out what is not explicitly written.

Inference – Determining what might be to 
come/author attitudes to given subjects.

Retrieval: Where were Rachel and his son?

Deduction: Who was Rachel?

Inference: How might Mr. Tom change?



Summary
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1. Layout – Why is such and such like this…

2. Summary – What is this paragraph/section about…

3. Technique – Why did the writer choose this word or 
say it that way? What is he/she trying to achieve?

4. Thinking –

Retrieval – Spotting details that are present.

Deduction – Figuring out what is not explicitly 
written.

Inference – Determining what might be to 
come/author attitudes to given subjects.



Book Lists
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A final thought . . .
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• www.lis-chengdu.com


