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Welcome!

1. What books/writers did you read as a child?

2. What language/culture were they from? 

3. What impact do you think they had on you?  



5 November 2020

Why does it matter?

“the strongest factor affecting 
pupils’ science scores is how 
well they understand written 

texts”
–EEF 2017

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/
Review_of_SES_and_Science_Learning_in_Formal_Education

al_Settings.pdf

“Students' reading levels were a stronger 
predictor of their performance in maths GCSE 

than of history and English literature” 
- GL Assessment 2020

‘Literacy is key to learning across all subjects in secondary 
school and a strong predictor of outcomes in later life.’ 
Education Endowment Foundation (EEF): Improving Literacy in 
Schools

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Review_of_SES_and_Science_Learning_in_Formal_Educational_Settings.pdf
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Why it Matters: Cultural Capital 

Cultural Capital refers to how power in society is transferred. 
Objective: cultural goods, books, works of art
Embodied: language, mannerisms, preferences
Institutionalised: qualifications, education credentials

(1984 Bourdieu)

Student need to be able to interpret the world beyond their own culture –
developed reading habits are the most effective way to do this. 
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Why it 
Matters.



Disciplinary Literacy: Not just for English!

Every teacher communicates their 
subject through academic language, 
and that reading, writing, speaking 
and listening are at the heart of 
knowing and doing Science, Art, 
History, and every other subject in 
secondary school.



What are we doing at KS3? Reading
• NEW Reading Lessons: We focus on reading strategies, such as 

activating prior knowledge, prediction and questioning. These can 
improve students’ comprehension.
• NEW Yearly Regents Reading Challenges
• NEW Tutor Group Reading Time
• NEW Reading Challenge CCA with mentors
• Emphasis on vocabulary 
• We listen to all KS3 pupils reading regularly and provide them with 

individual support.



Regents
q A bestseller
q A book written in the 1900s
q A book with an orange front over
q A book by an author from Asia
q A book written by a female author
q A poetry book
q A book that become a film
q A book that has won an award
q A book by a famous author
q A book on display in the Learning Hub
q A book set in America
q A crime novel
q A book borrowed from a friend
q A book about a boy who dares to be 

different

Year 8 Reading Challenge



Regents
q A book set in a country with which you 

have a connection
q A classic
q A book that is less than 200 pages long
q A non-fiction book about a topic you love
q A book written in your mother tongue
q A book that has been translated into 

English
q A book by an author with the same initials 

as you
q Two short stories by the same author
q A book recommended to you by somebody 

in Year 9
q A book recommended by one your 

Art/DT/PE teacher

Year 8 Reading Challenge



Regents Only 1 category allowed per book.
Track when you hit each achievement below.

10

Date
15

Date
20

Date

When you have finished a book from your Reading Challenge, remember to 
complete your log and collect a housepoint from Ms Astrid.



We know that writing is challenging! Students in every 
subject benefit from explicit instruction in how to 
improve.
• We break writing down into planning, monitoring 

and evaluation, and support students by modelling 
each step.
• We provide targeted support to students who 

struggle to write fluently, as this may affect writing 
quality.
• Teachers use a variety of approaches, including 

collaborative and paired writing, to motivate 
students to write.
• Weekly Writing Challenges build confidence and 

fluency.

What are we doing at KS3? Academic Writing



What are we doing at KS4?
We know that students can 
sometimes find it difficult to 
balance their workload in their 
examination years. However, it is 
vital for their academic success that 
they continue to develop their 
reading and writing skills.

• NEW: Register and Read 
(reciprocal reading) for all Year 10 
and 11 students



What can you do?
• Read with your child, or encourage them to read, daily

• Books (fiction and non-fiction)
• Articles
• Magazines

• Ask your child questions about their reading – what kind of text 
is it? Do they like it? What interesting ideas have they 
discovered through it?
• Talk about world events
• Listen to podcasts and radio talk shows
• Allow them to access online programs such as 

https://uk.ixl.com/ela/

https://uk.ixl.com/ela/


Thank you. 


