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● Interesting and 
varied topics

● Let children take 
control

● Reading and 
writing practise 
with any topic

● Maths can be 
done anywhere
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● Instruction: Telling your 
child what to do and how to 
do it.

● Education: Allowing them to 
become more independent.

● Don’t rush in with the 
answer

● Discuss how they can find 
out more
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● Making mistakes is ok
● Avoid correcting every 

single mistake
● Focus on their 

strengths
● Ask them to tell you 

what they have learnt



Consider saying
Look how far you've come! I’m very proud 

of you!”

"I can tell you really care about learning 

English/Science/IPC.”

"You have such clear handwriting!”

"That is a creative idea!"

"You are really fully focused on your 

work."

Avoid saying 
“Don’t say it in our language, say it in 

English.”

“I am happy when you get good grades at 

school.”

“You need to study more!”

“If you finish your homework, I will buy you a 

new game.”
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Increased vocabulary is linked to greater academic performance.

More known words = more access to information.

Vocabulary influences thinking of the world. 

Adults play an essential role in developing children’s word banks.  
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Children’s vocabularies are influenced by the following 

factors:

Exposure to lots of words

Exposure to a range of words

Conversations with adults who use ‘narratives’ or 

explanations 
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I spy with my little eye something that is orange…

I spy with my little eye something that is a square shape…

I spy with my little eye something that is next to the road…

I spy with my little eye something you can eat…
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Don’t forget to then give 

narrative and explanation to 

the word, creating more 

opportunities for talk and 

language. 
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Make time every day

Screen-free zones



23



24









25











26











27

•

•

•

•



•

•

•

•

•



29



30









31

conversation starters children

























Concentration 
and focus

Improves 
memory

Analytical 
skills

Achievement in 
all subjects



Foundation

Year 4

Year 8

Percentage of children who read for enjoyment



7,800 
hours

900 
hours







139
215

Source: Common Sense 
Survey 2017

Source: eMarketer
report 2018
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https://bishcmceal.blogspot.com/
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Benefits:

Personal – Childs’ first language is critical to identity and positive self–concept.

Social – maintains important links to community

Intellectual – Develops intellectual maturity

Educational - higher academic achievement
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memory

concentration

problem solving

multi-tasking

filtering

creativity

numeracy
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Remember:

Bilingual learners still 

need to practise

reading, writing, 

speaking and listening

in both languages 

equally
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 6-8 hours a day in an 
English environment

 You are the best role 

model:

 Strong vocabulary

 Understanding of 

grammar rules

 Natural communication
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 Read stories and sing songs in your 

first language
 school library

 home country

 www.bookdepository.com

 www.fishpond.com

 Talk about movies you’ve watched 

together

 Cook together and give instructions in 

your 1st language

 Talk about homework in 1st language

 Teach your child how to play a 

game/sport using your 1st language

http://www.bookdepository.com
http://www.fishpond.com
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The Morning Rush
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Talk with your children

Read with your children

Spend time with your children 
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Answer Garden

Today’s presentation was … 
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http://tiny.cc/bisvn

