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MOCK EXAMS
SECONDARY

Mock exams took place all week from 
12th to 16th January 2015. They are run 
using the same systems and regulations 
that we use in May so students got a real 
feel for what they will need to do in their 
actual IGCSE and A Level examinations. 
There were some nervous faces on the 
first morning but we knew the process 
really helped so in May they can just 
focus on exam preparation and not 
worry about the mechanics of how the 
exam cycle works.
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A group of our students participated in the Hanoi “Maths Olympiad” which was a competition between schools based in 
Hanoi, held at St Paul’s American International School on 14th March 2015. The event gave students the opportunity to enjoy 
maths in an environment outside the classroom, explore new maths problems, have fun and meet likeminded students 
from a variety of countries in different schools. As a school we have the ability to extend our most able mathematicians and 
give students the chance to compete outside of a sporting event. The ability to solve problems makes the students better 
mathematicians and so can directly support their classroom learning after the competition!

MATHS OLYMPIAD
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On 13th February 2015 we held our Whole School Tet Assembly which was 
attended by all our students from F1 to Year 12 and organised by our excellent 
Vietnamese staff. It was an exciting, colourful and enjoyable event showcasing 
some wonderful performances by our students. It was also very pleasing to 
see so many parents in attendance to celebrate Tet with us!

TET ASSEMBLY
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TET ASSEMBLY
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The annual BIS Tet Festival was held for the third 
year running on 7th February 2015. With the aim 
of educating students about Vietnamese traditional 
values, culture and customs, the event was a great 
opportunity for the whole school’s community and 
honoured guests to celebrate and learn more about 
one of the most important festivals in Vietnamese 
culture together. There were more than 1,500 
participants attending the event on the day. There 
was a wide range of traditional games and activities 
such as chung cake making, bamboo dancing, toy 
figurine painting and palm leaf grasshoppers which 
all added to the atmosphere of a traditional Tet 
festival. 

One of the highlights of the Tet festival at BIS Hanoi 
this year was the successful auction of 16 beautiful 
pieces of art work which were created by BIS 
Hanoi’s Primary and Secondary students. Some of 
the pieces of art were the products of the students 
in collaboration with a local artist – Mr Pham Luc 
who joined in the Big Draw competition last October 
2014. Thanks to the generosity of all the parents and 
guests on the day, who raised nearly 100 million 
VND which will be used to support our charity and 
community activities this year.  
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It was a very international week from 9th – 13th March 2015! In Primary each 
year group learnt about a different country and used a variety of different 
sources to find out information about other countries and cultures. They 
learnt about traditions, food, games, art, to speak different languages and 
much more.  Some classes were able to invite “experts” in to learn even more 
about the country they were studying.

International week ended with a spectacular finale on Friday – each year 
group took to the stage to perform a dance or drama 
from the country they had learnt about. Some classes 
had made or borrowed costumes and all of the children 
performed with great enthusiasm. It was a real pleasure 
to watch. We also had some representatives from different 
embassies attend the assembly.

On Friday afternoon the Primary children set up and ran an International 
Fair. Each year group was responsible for decorating and manning 
a stall which had a variety of different activities for the rest of the 
school to try. Each year group also made some food or drinks from 
their chosen country, which was then judged by our panel of judges.

In Secondary the activities were classroom based which helped celebrate 
our international diversity.

INTERNATIONAL WEEK
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Our Year 11 IGCSE Music students showcased their talent on 5th March 2015 in a great concert which 
included one solo and one ensemble piece from each student. It was a delightful event and great 
preparation for our students with regard to performing for their IGCSE Music Examination.  

YEAR 11
MUSIC CONCERT
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VISITS BIS HANOI
LORD PUTTNAM
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Road Safety
Week

9th to 13th February was Road Safety Week at BIS Hanoi.  Road Safety is a big issue in Vietnam, increasingly so as the roads become ever busier.  Children had the opportunity to think about various aspects of road safety, from how to cross a road safely to the reasons why it is important to wear a helmet on a motor bike or a seat belt when traveling in a car.  They were also involved in various competitions during the week as well as class discussions, and the week culminated with a special Primary assembly on Friday followed a ‘Be Bright, Be Seen’ disco in the afternoon. 
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PRIMARY SHARED LEARNING
On Tuesday and Wednesday 7th and 8th April we had the pleasure of welcoming parents into school 
throughout the school day for ‘Shared Learning’ meetings. These meetings are very special in that they 
take place between parents, teachers and children. Children sit with their parents and look together at 
their books, discussing what they have been learning throughout the year. It is very much the child that 
leads the meeting, pointing out things that they have done of which they feel particularly proud or wish 
to tell their parents more about. Parents ask relevant questions to probe further and find out more, with 
the normal parent/child roles temporarily suspended. Teachers join in the conversations during the 
session, helping to guide discussions about what the child is already doing well and what future targets 
for improvement are. It is interesting that most children are absolutely correct in their self-assessment, 
knowing very well their own strengths and areas for development.
 
One of the most pleasing things about the ‘Shared Learning’ however, is seeing the looks on the faces of 
both parents and children, who are engrossed in conversation. Many parents are genuinely surprised 
and certainly impressed with the standard of work that their child has produced and the fact that they are 
able to describe their learning so fluently and confidently. Children have immense pride when showing their 
books to their parents and enjoy having their parent’s undivided attention for that period of time, focused 
solely on them and their learning. It is truly a precious time for everyone involved.
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PRIMARY SHARED LEARNING
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“Anne Frank: A History for Today” depicts Anne Frank’s brief life story, abundantly illustrated with 
family photos and passages from her diary. Her biographical narrative is enhanced by testimony from 
Holocaust survivors and helpers. Historical context supplements the story through documents and 
photographs detailing the rise of Nazi power in Germany and the tumultuous events of the Second 
World War and the Holocaust that followed.  

The exhibit goes beyond the Anne Frank story and encourages the viewer to consider fundamental 
social values – tolerance, mutual respect, human rights, and democracy – as a way to educate the 
viewer about our individual and collective responsibilities to understand and respect diversity in our 
contemporary society.
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Science Day

On Friday 20th March Science day was celebrated at 
BIS Hanoi.   It was a really special and memorable 
day.  In Primary we started the day with teachers 
swapping year groups to create a different dynamic 
for everyone concerned.  The teachers had prepared 
special science activities, with the emphasis being 
on creating a ‘Wow!’ sensation for the children.  For some, 
science seemed almost like magic as they explored different 
materials and equipment.  

Special science assemblies followed later in the morning, led 
by our Secondary science department.  All children were 
enthralled to learn more about the main ‘Gases in the Air’ 
and  their composition, whilst at the same time observing the 
properties of liquid nitrogen, oxygen and solid carbon dioxide 
with some very interesting practical demonstrations.

The afternoon saw yet more ‘Wow!’ moments when the 
Primary children together with students in Years 10 and 11 
had the opportunity to enjoy an incredible Bubble Show by Dr. Froth!  Dr. Froth entertained 
and delighted the children with massive doughnut-shaped bubbles, tightrope-walking bubbles, a 
diamond-shaped bubble, hysterical pet bubbles, bouncing bubbles, merry-go-round bubbles and 
he even put someone inside a giant bubble force field!  

For our children, science will 
never be quite the same again!
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Term 2 came to a dramatic close in KS2 with the excellent production 
of ‘The Dracula Rock Show’ on Thursday 16th April. It was truly an 
amazing performance. The children acted, danced, sang, played 
and filled their roles in outstanding fashion.  Children and staff had 
worked tirelessly for weeks in preparing this show, and every single 
person involved deserves a huge ‘Thank you’ for their contribution.  
It really was a tremendous team effort. We were delighted to see so 
many of our parents and families in the audience and I know the 
children appreciated the support, the laughs and the applause.

the dracula
ROCK SHOW
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House SportsKS2
The KS2 House Sports competition was organised by the PE department with the aim of being an inclusive 
session on 20th January 2015, an afternoon when all children had the opportunity to take part as well as 
support their team mates. The competition this time was around ‘Handball’, a fast and exciting game where 
children needed to use their teamwork skills as well as physical skills to score against the opposing team. 
Teams were made up of children from Years 3 and 4, or Years 5 and 6 and a mixture of boys and girls to make 
the competition more balanced. What an exciting afternoon it turned out to be!
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House Sports
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House Sports
Secondary
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House Sports
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F1,2 AND 3 FLOWER FIELDS AND MARKET TRIP
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On Thursday 12th February 2015, Year 2 went on an educational visit to St. Josephs Cathedral area of 

Hanoi. This was part of their study on ‘Information Texts.’ The purpose of the trip was to consolidate 

everything the children have learned during their Literacy topic on information texts and use these 

skills in a real life situation.

Year 2 visit to Cathedral Area in Hanoi
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Year 2 visited the Hanoi train station, Hoan Kiem 
Lake and Thong Nhat Park on 15th January 
2015 as part of their study on Transport. The 
purpose of the trip was to enable children to 
have real experiences of travelling on different 
modes of transport including environmentally 
friendly transportation.
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YEAR 2
TRANSPORT TRIP
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YEAR 4 - BA VI EXPEDITION
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There was much excitement in the air at BIS Hanoi on 5th March 2015 when Year 4 prepared to head off for 
their 2 day visit to Ba Vi Organic Farm and Homestead.

The children had a wonderful time discovering some traditional fishing and farming techniques. They 
waded into the water with bamboo fishing cages and had a wonderful experience of really catching fish! It 
was more than exciting! Later they watched as staff at Ba Vi prepared and cooked the fish in a straw fire and 
then enjoyed eating them. Children also made Vietnamese rice rolls and some showed they were really very 
good at it. They tried their hand at planting rice and learnt just what back-breaking, hard work it is. During 
the morning children also visited a traditional mud and bamboo house and discovered the secrets of rice 
preparation and storage in the past.
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Year 5 had a fantastic three days at Cuc Phuong National Park from 1st to 3rd April. The weather 
was amazing, the activities were great fun and everyone had a very enjoyable time. The 
original aims of the expedition were most definitely achieved. The children built stronger 
relationships with each other by helping each other to persevere through new experiences. 
They were exposed to different situations outside their normal environment, including visiting 
the Endangered Primate Rescue Centre and Turtle Centre as well as trekking through the 
National Park. Some of the children claimed, “I’ve never walked before!”

Another one of the aims was for the children to develop independence skills. This was 
achieved as the teachers did not help the children at all (Only joking!). The children were 
extremely responsible, looking after their own belongings, tidying their rooms and helping 
each other to serve food at meal times. Also, Year 5 had to show teamwork and cooperation 
skills through a range of challenges, including a Tug of War contest. 5I beat 5B 2-0, much to the 
disappointment of Mr Adams!  

Some of the other highlights included playing football and swimming but the biggest highlight 
was The Talent Show on the second evening. The children were only given thirty minutes 
to practise their act and what they produced was fantastic. There were a range of talents on 
display, including singing, magic and taekwondo. It was a really fun experience, which is what 
the whole Cuc Phuong expedition was for everyone!  

YEAR 5
CUC PHUONG EXPEDITION
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YEAR 6 | HOI AN EXPEDITION

The Year 6 children had a wonderful time away in Hoi An from 3rd-6th February 
2015. The group departed early on Tuesday morning, very excited with their bags 
packed, all prepared for their big adventure. They had been working towards this 
over the previous few weeks, learning about the ancient town of Hoi An and how 
it has grown and developed as a centre for tourism in Vietnam. The children spent 
time visiting some of the famous sights of the town to get first-hand experience 
of the things tourists may be keen to visit. They then talked to tourists about the 
reasons why they had chosen to visit Hoi An and their feelings about the town. The 
children had prepared their own questionnaires for this and after coming back to 
school, they started analysing the data gathered and compared this with their own 
views of the town. They enjoyed experiencing some traditional crafts famous in 
Hoi An such as the silk lantern industry and rose dumpling making. Children also 
had an opportunity to learn about more about traditional cultivation techniques 
and local pottery and enjoyed a xich lo tour around the streets of Hoi An. All 
in all it was a wonderful, if tiring week, and one that the children and staff will 
remember for a very long time.
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MAI CHAU EXPEDITION
On 27th January 2015 the Year 8 arrived safely in Mai Chau 
after a few hours travelling by bus. Students were divided into 
groups. One group explored the local village on foot and the 
others on bicycle. The evening activities included bamboo rice 
making and some traditional games. 

The next day gave the students the opportunity to explore 
the Mai Chau museum which helped them to have a great 
understanding of the various local ethnic groups in the valley. 
They also learned how to cross stitch in the morning, a new 
skill for many students which they “mastered” with varying 
degrees of success. On the last day in Mai Chau, the students 
had the chance to watch a Muong traditional show and interact 
with the locals afterwards. They also learnt about basket 
weaving, rice milling and weaving. The students enjoyed the 
opportunity to join in the tribal dancing and enjoyed all the 
local customs.

Year 8
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Silver DoE 
International Award

DA LAT EXPEDITION

On 21st January 19 BIS Hanoi students from Years 
11 and 12 set off for Dalat in order to complete their 
Qualifying Expedition for the Silver level of the 
Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award. Using 
topographical maps of the area and compasses, 
the students (in small groups) navigated their 
way between various checkpoints amongst 
the hills and forests, needing to negotiate the 
steep foothills of Lang Biang Mountain, fast 
flowing streams on frosty mornings and rickety 
bridges over rivers. There were a number of 
inevitable mistakes; quite a few students walked 
considerably more than the planned 32 km 
when they mistook south for north and downhill 
from uphill! However, these experiences 
served to improve their decision making and 
communication skills. Between the first day and 
the third day of the hike the development of 
navigation ability was remarkable. Participants 
were also required to pitch their own tents and 
prepare their own meals – including at least two 
cooked meals. The chill air of the evening and 
early morning was kept at bay by large bonfires, 
the lighting of which cheered everyone up no 
end. 

On Saturday evening the group returned, albeit 
tired and somewhat smelly, to Hanoi in order 
to take care of their equipment. Whether or not 
they have finally qualified will depend on their 

upcoming group presentations and the decision 
made by their assessor, Ms Wild. Despite the 
work to be done further, the participants all 
returned very satisfied with their achievements; 
having survived what was, for many, their biggest 
physical and mental challenge to date!
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Bronze DoE International Award
SAPA EXPEDITION
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