
Approaches to homework in the 

Secondary School

21 September 2016



Why?

The purpose

How?

The process

What?

The result

Homework at DCIS

Start with why,
Simon Sinek

Approaches to homework in the Secondary School



Maximising student outcomes

Approaches to homework in the Secondary School



Preparing our students for their next steps
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- High-quality tasks which stretch and challenge students

- Homework programme which allows students to be 
independent

- Consistency across the Secondary School in approach to setting 
homework

- Consistency across the Secondary School in approach to 
feedback for homework

- Manageable deadlines

- Intervention for underperforming students

Key Stage 3 Year 7, 8 and 9
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 3 homework tasks by students in each 

subject to be completed across the term

 Students can choose 3 tasks across, 

down or diagonally, but must complete 

central task. 

 Deadlines to be organised across the 

Term, so that students have

manageable deadlines

Tic-Tac-Toe
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Task design

LO: To be able to understand the life of a 

town dweller in the Middle Ages.

Task:  Write 10 questions about towns in the 

Middle Ages. Imagine you are a town dweller 

from the Middle Ages and give detailed 

answers to the interview questions you have 

written.

Due date: ______________________

Top Tip: Use the Homework Support 

Booklet to find out what the 5 Ws are.

Learning 

outcome

Task

Due 

Date

Top Tips
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Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 

Art w/c 03/10/16 w/c 14/11/16 w/c 12/12/16

Computing w/c 12/09/16 w/c 10/10/16 w/c 21/11/16

D.T w/c 26/09/16 w/c 07/11/16 w/c 05/12/16

French w/c 03/10/16 w/c 14/11/16 w/c 12/12/16

Geography w/c 12/09/16 w/c 10/10/16 w/c 21/11/16

History w/c 19/09/16 w/c 31/10/16 w/c 28/11/16

Mandarin w/c 19/09/16 w/c 31/10/16 w/c 28/11/16

Music w/c 03/10/16 w/c 14/11/16 w/c 12/12/16

Science w/c 26/09/16 w/c 07/11/16 w/c 05/12/16

Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 
Art w/c 19/09/16 w/c 31/10/16 w/c 28/11/16
Computing w/c 26/09/16 w/c 07/11/16 w/c 05/12/16
D.T w/c 12/09/16 w/c 10/10/16 w/c 21/11/16
French w/c 19/09/16 w/c 31/10/16 w/c 28/11/16
Geography w/c 26/09/16 w/c 07/11/16 w/c 05/12/16
History w/c 03/10/16 w/c 14/11/16 w/c 12/12/16
Mandarin w/c 03/10/16 w/c 14/11/16 w/c 12/12/16
Music w/c 19/09/16 w/c 31/10/16 w/c 28/11/16
Science w/c 12/09/16 w/c 10/10/16 w/c 21/11/16

Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 
Art w/c 26/09/16 w/c 07/11/16 w/c 05/12/16
Computing w/c 03/10/16 w/c 14/11/16 w/c 12/12/16
D.T w/c 19/09/16 w/c 31/10/16 w/c 28/11/16
French w/c 26/09/16 w/c 07/11/16 w/c 05/12/16
Geography w/c 03/10/16 w/c 14/11/16 w/c 12/12/16
History w/c 12/09/16 w/c 10/10/16 w/c 21/11/16
Mandarin w/c 12/09/16 w/c 10/10/16 w/c 21/11/16
Music w/c 26/09/16 w/c 07/11/16 w/c 05/12/16
Science w/c 19/09/16 w/c 31/10/16 w/c 28/11/16
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 Booklet

 Preceding lessons

 Study skills/ staged approach

 Ultimately, student taking responsibility for own 

learning

 Preparing students for IGCSE, IB Diploma and 

beyond

Supporting students
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Feedback design

LO from 

task

Whether 

LO has 

been 

achieved

Comment

Target and Challenge. 

Challenge should be a Q to encourage 

students to deepen thinking/ extend learning
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Parents

Student

School

Subject 
teachers

Form 
Teacher

Progress 
Leader



Maximising student outcomes
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Core subjects

MATHEMATICS

 Two pieces of homework per week. 

 MyiMaths - an online portal for which the students have personalised logins. These 

pieces will be marked online and their results logged. The tasks can be done several 

times for more practice, as the tasks change each time. 

 Written piece - will be marked by the teacher or by peers in class.

 ENGLISH

 One piece of homework a week in relation to work covered in class

 All students are expected to read age appropriate, high quality English texts each day. 

 Recommended reading time of 20 minutes each day.
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Key Stage 4 Year 10, 11 and 12

Vision

- A bespoke system, appropriate to each subject 

area

- High-quality tasks which stretch and challenge 

students

- Homework programme which allows students 

to be independent and develop the study skills 

required 

- Homework which consolidates previous 

learning and prepares students for next stage 

of learning

- Homework prepares students for external 

exams
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Knowledge and Skills Organisers

“One of the best things you can do is to reinforce something you’ve already learnt.”                                    

John Hattie, 2015

These organise all the 
most vital, useful and 

powerful knowledge and 
skills on a single page.
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Example pages
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How are the Skills and Knowledge Organisers working so 

far?
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What are the steps in the process?
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What are the steps in the process?
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Pen/ paper
Quiz

Online quiz
e.g. 

ClassMarker
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What are the steps in the process?
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How do students feel about the Knowledge and Skills 

Organisers?

Felix Long

33

https://www.dropbox.com/s/jqpsjb611tnbfqr/Movie 10.mp4?dl=0
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