
Welcome to the 
Year 12 University 

Information 
Evening 









Too many 
choices????? 



How do people feel about choice? 
 
•  This is a wonderful stage in your life and your education, 

you can choose! 

• ….but that can be a bit scary! 

• Professor Renata Salecl explores how too much choice 
can be difficult….  







A guide to… 

• Choosing a course 

• Choosing a university 

• Choosing a country 

• How a university chooses you 



HOW TO CHOOSE A 
COURSE 



Academic interests 
• A combination of subjects that you are interested in 

•  Politics Philosophy Economics 
•  Combined Studies 
•  Arts and Science 
•  Liberal Arts 
•  Joint course e.g. Economics and History 
•  Natural Sciences 

• A new subject 
•  Politics 
•  Anthropology 
•  International Relations 

• A subject that you already study 
•  Geography 
•  Business 
•  Physics 
•  Economics 



Career Interests 
• Engineering, Medicine, Business, Design 
• Professional accreditation  

• The British Psychological Society 
BPS 

• Legum Baccalaureus (Latin: 
Bachelor of Law) LLB 

• Association for Nutrition 



Career opportunities 
• Medicine 
• Computer Science 
• Education 
• Engineering  
•  Law 
• Psychology 
• Modern Languages 
• Hospitality and Tourism 



Scratch beneath the surface! 
• ENGINEERING … Biomedical, Chemical Engineering, 

Materials Science, Computer Science, Civil Engineering 

• BUSINESS… Business Administration, Management, 
Business Finance, Business Economics, International 
Business, Business Strategy, Business Computing, 
Marketing, Business Enterprise, Global Entrepreneurship  

• CHEMISTRY … Natural Sciences, Life Sciences, 
Chemistry, Applied Chemistry, Biochemistry, 
Environmental Chemistry, Chemistry for Drug Recovery 



The shape of the degree 
• Sandwich, Internships, Industrial placements 
•  Joint degrees 
• How long? 
• Core units vs Options 
• Additional Languages 
• Study abroad e.g. Erasmus scheme offered in Europe 
• Class Sizes 



Wider considerations… 
• Entry requirements 

•  Aptitude tests 
•  English Language tests 
•  IB requirements – total points and individual subject grades 

• Entrepreneurship 
• Careers support 
•  Flexibility 
• Research 
• Breadth and depth 
• Graduate employment 
• Rankings 
• Statistics e.g. Unistats 









Websites 
• UCLTV 
 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







 
 
 
 
How to choose a 
University 



How to choose a university 
• Academic Match 
•  Location 
• City or campus 
• Careers service 
•  International Office support 
• Student body 
• Size 
•  In the US – College vs University 
• Open Days and visits (virtual and/or personal) 
• Part time work opportunities 
• Recognition in your home country e.g. Medicine, Law 
• Rankings 
 





• Get a feel for everything that the university might be able 
to offer you.. 

• Where you live 
• CCAs 
• Career opportunities 
• ……the whole experience  



Meet Anthony…. 





Anthony doesn’t 
want university to 

end!   



 
 
 
 
 
How a university 
chooses you 



How a university chooses you 
•  Pre requisite subjects 

•  Predicted and achieved grades 
•  IB Diploma total e.g. 34 points 
•  Including core points or not including core points? 
•  Subject specific grades e.g. Nothing below a 5, or 556, or a 5 in Maths 
•  Transcript (Last 4 years of education), especially for N. America 

•  Aptitude tests 

•  Entrance exams 
 
•  References, subject and school 

•  English Language Tests e.g.IELTS 



How a university chooses you 
• Essays e.g. Personal Statement  
•  Interview 
• Portfolio 
• Audition 
• Sample of written work 
• Work experience 
• Your academic history  
• Personal qualities 
• Genuine engagement 



 
 
 
 
How to choose a 
country 



How to choose a country! 
• Home! 
•  Financial 
•  The approach to university education 
•  Length of degree 
• Cautionary note! 



  Australia Canada UK US Hong Kong 

Annual Tuition 
(international) Between A$20,000 

(Humanities) – A
$60,000 (Vet 
Science and 
Medicine) 

Between C$22,000 – C
$28,000 

Between £9,000 and 
£26,000 

$35,000 -
$60,000 per 
annum 
  

HK$135,000 

Annual Tuition 
(Domestic) Between A$8,000 – 

A$11,000 (May be 
more for Vet 
Science or Med) 

Between C$5,000 and C
$17,000 

Domestic – up to 
approx. £9000 
  

In State, highly 
subsidised 

HK$42,000 

Cost of living p.a. 
(Approx) A$14,000 and up Between C$15,000 and 

C$20,000 
£10,000-£14,000 Included in 

above figures 
HK$75,00 –  
HK$ 120,000 

Financial Aid for 
International 
Students 

A few partial 
scholarships 

A few partial 
scholarships 

Some partial 
scholarships, very 
few full scholarships 

There are 
scholarship 
and financial 
aid 
opportunities 

Partial Scholarships 



Important things to consider… 
• Cost 
•  Funding e.g. NHS bursaries 
•  Fee status 
• Visas 
• Back up plans 
•  Time management, you still need to study for your IB! 



 	
   US	
   UK	
   Australia	
   Hong Kong	
   Canada	
  

IB	
   IB predicted grades 
 	
  

IB Predicted 
Grades and final 
grades	
  

IB final grades	
   IB predicted grades 
and final grades	
  

IB Predicted grades	
  

When to apply	
   Term 1 Yr 13	
   Term 1 Yr 13	
    August after graduating	
   Term 1 Yr 13	
   Term 2 Yr 13	
  

When do you 
hear back?	
  

April 2015	
   November – March 	
   November 2015	
   December – March 	
   April 2015	
  

When are you 
admitted?	
  

September 2015	
   September 2015	
   January 2016	
   September 2015	
   September 2015	
  

Essays	
   •  One Essay for 
Common 
Application 

•  Multiple 
supplementary 
essays 

 	
  

One Personal 
Statement	
  

Usually none	
   Might ask for a 
statement of 
motivation, list of 
CCAs	
  

Personal Profile, 
motivation letter	
  

Aptitude tests	
   SATs 
 	
  

Subject specific 
aptitude tests	
  

Subject specific aptitude 
tests	
  

None	
   None	
  

Interviews	
   Alum	
   Subject specific 
Oxbridge	
  

No	
   Subject specific	
   Subject  specific	
  

How to apply	
   Common Application 
Or directly to the 
university	
  

UCAS	
   •  State Application 
–TAC (Domestic)  

•  Apply directly to 
universities or 
UAC 
(International)	
  

Apply directly to 
each university	
  

•  Directly to each 
university 

•  Ontario	
  Applica2on	
  
system	
  

Additional 
applications 
forms	
  

Supplementary 
Application forms for 
each university	
  

No	
   No	
   No	
   No	
  

How many to 
research	
  

At least 20+	
   20+	
   5-10	
   4-5	
   10	
  

How many to 
apply to	
  

10	
   5	
   5	
   4	
   5	
  



Support 
•  Tonight! 
• One to one meetings  
• Subject specific meetings 
• University Specific meetings 
• Country specific meetings 
• Web materials and guides 
• Essay writing workshops and follow up support 
• Application form advice 
• University representative visits 







What’s happening at school… 
•  10th March Animal Movement and the Brain, Biology Professor from Manchester University   

•  13th March International Careers and University Fair 

•  17th March International Development Lecture, Professor from the University of Bath 
•  17th March Maryland Institute, College of Art, Portfolio advice 
•  24th March Applying to Oxford & Cambridge, Ivy Leagues & other very selective institutions 

•  Term Three 
•  Applying to Law 
•  Applying to Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary Science 
•  Writing a Personal Statement 
•  Writing an Application Essay 
•  Introduction to UCAS 
•  Introduction to the Common Application  

 



Action Plan 
1.  Work hard at your IB! 
2.  Career/Aptitude test if really unsure e.g. 

http://ll.coa2.co.uk/centigrade/?pagename=login  
3.  Research courses and their content 
4.  Look at the universities 
5.  Plan open day or university visits 
6.  Work experience? 
7.  Keep a record/journal/file of everything you find out- be reflective 
8.  Super-curricular 

•  http://www.rsc.org/ Chemistry Royal Society 
•  Reading – newspapers, periodicals, books 
•  Attend subject lectures 
•  Social Media – follow professors 
•  MOOCS and SPOOCS  

 Online courses e.g. http://online.stanford.edu/creativity-fa12 (a business 
 mini course at Stanford), Loughborough University Enterprise course, 
 Future Learn https://www.futurelearn.com/  



Is this everything you need to know 
about university applications? 
 
•  This is a guide, there are always exceptions!   

•  It is important to do your own research in order to 
make sure that you are fully aware of the application 
process and requirements for your course, university 
and country. 



Now, a reminder 
of how 

FANTASTIC 
university can be! 








